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'The  Structure  of  the  Arteries  andVi tins. 

\  ■  .  - 

§.  13  i.  H  E  red  Liquor,  called 

S  Blood,  is  found  diftributed 
I  thro’  almoft  all  Parts  of  the 
Body,  and  appears  in  its  na¬ 
tural  State  to  be  contained  in  proper  Veffels, 
or  Tubes,  term’d  Arteries  and  Veins  3  or  elfe 
in  feme  intermediate  Receptacles  between 
thofe  Veffels,  fuch  as  the  venous  Sinus’s  of  the 
Heart,  Liver,  and  dura  Mater,  with  the  Au¬ 
ricles  and  Ventricles  of  the  Heart,  and  the 
fpongy  Subftance  or  Cells  contained  in  the 
Parts  of  Generation  of  the  Male  and  Female, 
and  perhaps  in  the  Spleen. 

§.  132.  The  Arteries  1  appear  to  be  mem¬ 
branous  Canals  of  a  conical 2  Figure,  varioufly 
ramified  3  and  inflefted  in  oblique  Diredlions 3 
being  fmooth  on  their  Infide,  and  without 
any  Valves  4,  except  at  the  Heart:  their  fmal- 
ler  Branches  arife  from  the  larger  Trunks  va- 
rioujly  5,  but  generally  in  acute  Angles  towards 
their  Extremities,  feldom  at  right  Angles,  as 
in  the  Intercoftals  3  and  more  feldom  in  obtufe 
ones,  as  in  the  umbilical  Arteries  of  the  Fee- 
tus,  &c.  They  con  fail  of  five  Coats  6,  as  de- 
feribed  by  Anatomifts  3  the  moft  external  7  of 
which  is  thin  and  nervous  8  in  its  exterior  Sur- 
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2  StruSiure  of  the  Arteries.  §132. 

face,  but  internally  it  is  compofed  of  a  very 
thick  and  vafcular  Network  9  of  Arteries  com¬ 
ing  from  the  Coronary  and  other  Branches, 
and  interwoven  with  fmall  Veins,  by  which 
vafcular  Plexus  the  arterial  Trunks  are  con¬ 
nected  in  their  Situations.  The  fecond  is  a 
thin  and  cellular  10  Coat,  but  very  dilatable  by 
inflating  its  Cells,  wherein  is  naturally  con¬ 
tain’d  an  oily  Fat,  which  being  preffed  out 
upon  the  mufcular  Fibres  of  the  next  Coat, 
lubricates  them,  and  renders  them  well  adapt¬ 
ed  to  perform  their  conftant  Dilatations  and 
Contractions.  The  third,  or  glandular  11 
Coat,  is  probably  no  more  than  Part  of  the 
former,  confiding  principally  of  the  adipofe 
DuCts  and  Cells,  which  immediately  inveft 
the  fourth  or  mufcular  Coat  which  is  made 
up  of  annular  Fibres,  very  flrong,  elajlic  I2, 
and  clofely  compacted  together  in  feveral  Stra¬ 
ta  1 one  within  the  other,  into  which  they 
are  divifible.  The  fifth  and  laft  Coat,  which 
lines  the  internal  Surface  of  the  Artery,  is  thin 
and  membranous,  compofed  of  longitudinal 
Fibres,  capable  of  Contraction  and  Dilatation 
like  the  former.  This  whofe  Veflel,  while 
the  Animal  is  alive  and  well,  moves  and  beats 
with  a  vibratory  Motion ;  but  its  J mailer 
Branches  x3  are  varioufly  difpofed  and  formed, 
fo  that  the  Structure  of  this  V effel  is  very  diffe¬ 
rent  in  various  Parts  of  the  Body,  both  in  the 
Size  of  its  Orifice  H  arifing  from  the  larger 
Trunk,  theThicknefs  of  its  Coats,  Number 
of  its  Branches,  and  their  different  Inflections, 
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Intertexture  and  Distribution  *4  &c.  The 

Extremities  of  thefe  Arteries  terminate  either 
into  the  Beginnings  of  the  fmall  Veins  lS, 
forming  a  continued  Tube  16  with  them, 
without  any  cavernous  Medium  ;  or  elfe  they 
are  diftributed  to,  and  end  in  various  Du&, 
Cells,  and  large  or  fmall  Cavities  in  feveral 
Parts  of  the  Body,  where  they  difcharge  or 
exhale  a  thin  Liquor  to  mollify  the  Surface  of 
the  Membranes,  and  prevent  them  from 
growing  together ;  while  others  of  them  end 
in  excretory  Dubts  r7,  or  in  particular  Sinus 's 1 8, 
as  thofe  of  the  Penis,  Clitoris,  and  Spleen  ;  or 
laftly,  they  are  diftributed  direblly  into  fecreto - 
ry  Canals  *9,  or  elfe  into  a  glandular  Pulp  2°. 

1  The  Name  Artery  is  derived,  (own?  ra  r 
from  its  containing  Air  ;  for  the  firft  Veifel 
thus  denominated,  was  that  we  now  call  the  Trachea 
or  Windpipe,  the  Arteries  themfelves  being  in  the 
early  Times  of  Hippocrates  termed  beating  or  internal 
VeinSy  in  contradiftindtion  to  the  external  Veins, 
which  have  no  Motion.  But  after  Hippocrates ,  the 
Notion  of  Erafiftratus  prevailing,  till  it  was  refu¬ 
ted  by  Galen ,  that  the  Canals  we  now  call  Arte¬ 
ries,  received  a  Quantity  of  Air  in  their  Diaftole 
from  the  Heart,  which  they  expelled  in  their  Sy- 
ftole  ;  thefe  Vefiels  were  from  that  Time  named 
arterice .  This  Air  they  fuppofed  the  Arteries  re¬ 
ceived,  from  the  left  Ventricle  of  the  Heart, 
which  again  took  it  from  the  Lungs ;  holding 
likewife,  that  the  fame  Ventricle  received  but  a 
very  little  Blood  which  tranfuded  into  it,  thro’  the 
mufcular  Septum  of  the  Heart.  At  that  Time 
they  diftinguifhed  two  Kinds  of  Air-veffels  or  Ar- 
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4  Structure  of  the  Arteries.  §  1 3  2. 

teries,  arifing  from  the  left  Side  of  the  Heart ;  the 
one  which  we  call  the  Aorta}  they  by  way  of  Emi¬ 
nence  named  arteria  arteriofa  ;  the  other,  which  ap¬ 
peared  to  have  the  Strudlure  of  a  Vein,  they  termed 
arteria  venoja .  The  Veins  were  then  defined  to 
be  thofe  Veffels  which  came  out  of,  and  con¬ 
vey’d  the  Blood  from  the  right  Ventricle  of  the 
Heart :  Thefe  they  diftinguifhed  into  the  (<pte 4* 
mik\)  vel  [MyetM,  or)  vena  cava ,  and  the  ap vex- 

<yJV<,  or)  vena  arteriofa ,  which  laft  is  what  wTe  now 
call  the  pulmonary  Artery.  This  was  the  Do¬ 
ctrine  received  and  taught  in  the  phyfical  Books 
and  Schools,  till  the  Time  of  Harvey ,  by  whofe 
Difcovery,  we  are  now  enabled  to  remove  th,e 
Error  and  define  an  Artery  that  Vefifel  which  con¬ 
veys  Blood  from  the  Heart  to  the  other  Parts  of 
the  Body,  and  a  Vein  the  reduCtory  Canal  which 
returns  the  Blood  fent  by  the  former  from  all  Parts 
of  the  Body,  again  to  the  Heart. 

a  A  Cone  among  the  Mathematicians  is  defined 
a  Pyramid,  every  tranfverfe  Section  of  which  is 
circular  ;  and  in  this  fenfe  the  Arteries  are  conver¬ 
ging  Cones :  fince  their  Bafes  or  Segments  next 
the  Heart,  are  always  larger  than  thofe  towards 
their  Apices  or  Extremities  in  which  they  termi¬ 
nate  ;  and  accordingly  the  tranfverfe  SeCtion  or 
Diameter  of  every  Artery,  is  lefs  as  it  becomes 
more  remote  from  the  Heart.  Yet  we  are  not 
from  hence  to  conclude,  that  taking  the  Aorta 
and  its  Branches  as  an  Aggregate,  its  greatefl  Di¬ 
ameter  muft  be  nearefl  the  Heart  •,  for  the  tranf- 
verfe  Sections  or  Diameters  of  all  the  final ler  Ar¬ 
teries  added  together,  will  infinitely  exceed  the 
Diameter  of  the  Aorta  at  the  Heart:  However, 
the  Arteries  may  be  reafonabjy  termed  conical,  or 
converging  Cones  as  to  Sen fe  :  (i.)  Becaufe  they 
have  the  real  Qualities  or  Affections  of  fuch  a 
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Corxe,  z.  <?.  the  Trunk  or  Bafis  next  the  Heart  be¬ 
ing  diftended,  all  its  fmaller  Branches  will  be  alio 
dilated  at  the  fame  Time  ;  whereas  if  they  had 
the  Affedtions  of  a  Crefcent,  or  inverted  Cone,  it 
muft  follow,  that  the  Branches  wou’d  not  be  dila¬ 
ted,  tho’  the  Trunk  or  Bafis  next  the  Heart  be 
diftended  ;  nor  does  the  Impulfe  of  the  Blood  ap¬ 
pear  diffident  to  dilate  the  Arteries,  were  they  e~ 
very  where  of  an  equal  Diameter.  (2.)  Becaufe 
the  Aorta  and  every  Artery  taken  without  its 
fmaller  Branches,  appear  in  all  refpects  to  be  re¬ 
ally  a  converging  Cone.  Laftl-y,  We  wou’d  ra¬ 
ther  have  the  Arteries  termed  conoide  than  conical, 
or  real  cones  ;  becaufe  all  of  them  are  more  or  lefs 
inflected,  fo  as  to  delcribe  fome  kind  of  Arch  or 
Angle :  but  this  they  cannot  do,  without  changing 
the  Axis  of  the  Cone,  from  being  perpendicular  to 
its  Bafis  ;  and  therefore  they  cannon  be  ftridtly  ter¬ 
med  Cones. 

3  All  the  Arteries,  traced  down  to  the  very  mi¬ 
nuted,  appear  to  be  thus  more  or  lefs  ramified ; 
tho’  fome  of  them  run  entire,  a  confiderable 
Length  before  they  divide,  as  we  commonly  ob- 
ferve  in  the  Carotids,  from  the  Aorta  to  their 
thyroide  Branches. 

4  There  is  no  Artery  in  the  Body,  in  which 
the  Blood  has  not  a  free  and  ready  Paflage  into 
any  of  the  reft  •,  and  the  Artery  itfelf  will  even  be¬ 
come  a  Vein,  and  return  the  Blood  back  again  to 
the  Heart,  if  the  impelling  Force  be  greateft  at  its 
Extremity ;  upon  which  Principle,  I  have  feen 
the  Body  of  a  male  Infant,  injected  by  a  fmali 
Artery  in  the  Groin,  fo  as  to  fill  the  whole  arte¬ 
rial  Syftem  very  exactly. 

*  This  Variation  of  their  Rife  is  manifold,  dif¬ 
fering,  (1.)  According  as  their  Trunks  are  near¬ 
er  to  or  more  remote  from  the  Heart.  2.  As 
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fotne  arife  from  the  anterior  Part  of  the  Aorta, 
like  the  Spermatics  *,  others  from  its  Sides,  in  op- 
pofite  Directions,  as  the  Intercoftals,  and  Coro¬ 
naries  *,  and  others  again  arife  more  laterally,  as 
the  inferior  mefenteric  Artery,  &c.  3.  According 
to  the  Angle  which  the  arterial  Branch  makes  with 
the  Trunk  from  whence  it  proceeds :  thus  fome 
Arteries  with  their  Trunks  intercept  a  very  acute 
Angle,  as  the  Spermatics  ;  others  intercept  an 
Angle  of  about  45  Degrees,  which  is  the  moft 
frequent  among  them  ;  and  others  again  ftrike  oft 
in  right  Angles,  as  the  Emulgents.  And  laftly. 
Some  Branches  with  their  Trunks,  make  an  ob- 
tufe  Angle,  as  the  coronary  Arteries  of  the  Heart, 
with  the  fpinal  Arteries  v/hich  arife  from  the  ver¬ 
tebral,  and  defcend  through  the  middle  of  the  fpi¬ 
nal  Marrow  ;  for  the  vertebral  themfelves  are  on¬ 
ly  diflributed  on  the  outfide  thereof.  Thefe  are 
the  principal  Differences  of  their  Origination,  and 
which  merit  our  notice,  becaufe  thofe  Parts  of  the 
Blood  which  are  the  moft  folid  and  move  with 
the  greateft  Velocity,  always  endeavour  moft  to 
coutinue  in  the  fame  Courfe  in  which  they  were  at 
firft  moved  ;  while  the  lighter  Particles  of  that 
Fluid  which  have  the  leaft  Denfity,  pafs  off  at 
more  right  Angles, 

6  The  larger  Trunks  only,  have  all  thefe  five 
Coats,  before  they  are  diflributed  into  any  Part  ^ 
for  when  an  Artery  enters  into  any  Vifcus  it  puts 
off  the  exterior  Tunic  ;  and  when  the  Arteries  en¬ 
ter  into  the  Bones,  they  even  put  off  their  mufcu- 
lar  Tunic  as  well  as  their  exterior  one,  fo  that  with¬ 
in  the  Cavities  of  the  Bones  they  become  almoft 
thinner  than  the  Veins. 

7  This  external  Tunic  is  derived  to  the  Aorta, 
partly  from  the  very  thin  Membrane  which  clofely 
Invefts  the  mufcular  Fibres  of  the  Heart  externally, 
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and  in  part  from  the  Pericardium  and  Pleura  ;  but 
after  the  Trunk  of  the  Aorta  has  paffed  thro’ 
the  Diaphragm,  it  in  like  manner  receives  its  ex¬ 
ternal  Tunic  from  the  Peritonaeum,  and  the  other 
common  Membranes  of  the  feveral  Cavities  thro’ 
which  it  pafles. 

8  It  is  termed  nervous,  not  from  its  being  ei¬ 
ther  extremely  fenfible,  or  plentifully  fupplied  with 
fmall  Nerves  ;  but  becaufe  it  appears  white,  its 
Blood-veflels  efcaping  the  naked  Eye,  unlefs  they 
are  diftended  with  fome  Inje6tion. 

9  This  Net~work  of  fmall  Arteries,  which  is 
pretty  thick,  comes  from  the  Coronaries,  and  in- 
vefts  the  whole  Superficies  of  the  Aorta  near  the 
Heart,  immediately  under  the  nervous  Tunic. 
This  appears  from  the  Experiments  of  Ruyfch , 
whofe  fluid  cetaceous  Injeftion  has  filled  the  left 
Auricle  and  Ventricle  of  the  Heart,  fo  as  to  pals 
into  its  coronary  Arteries,  and  render  all  their 
fmall  Branches,  fpent  on  the  Coats  of  the  Aorta, 
very  confpicuous.  A  remarkable  Peculiarity  of 
this  Plexus  is,  that  it  is  filled,  or  in  its  Diaftole, 
when  the  Aorta  is  in  its  Syftole,  and  emptied 
when  the  Aorta  is  in  its  Diaftole  ;  and  therefore 
rhe  Contra&ion  and  Dilatation  of  this  arterial  Plex¬ 
us  muft  be  always  made  in  oppofite  Times  to 
thofe  of  the  Aorta,  and  at  the  fame  Times  with 
thofe  of  the  coronary  Arteries,  (§.  183.)  For 
when  the  Aorta  is  fulleft  of  Blood,  at  that  Inftant 
only  does  it  fill  both  the  coronary  Arteries  and  at 
the  fame  time,  when  the  mufcular  Coat  of  the  Aor¬ 
ta  contracts,  the  cellular  one  does  not,  having  no 
fuch  contra£tile  Power ;  fo  that  by  this  means 
there  is  made  a  Dilatation  or  Space  betwixt  the 
mufcular  Coat  contra&ing  itfelf  towards  the  Axis 
of  the  Aorta,  and  the  external  nervous  Tunic,  in¬ 
to  which  Space  the  Blood  rufhes  by  the  coronary 
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Arteries,  fo  as  to  fill  all  their  {mail  Branches 
fpent  on  the  Aorta  ;  by  which  Repletion  of  the 
Arteriolae  the  Contradion  of  the  Aorta  is  alfo  fur¬ 
ther  augmented.  But  when  the  Aorta  after  its 
utmoft  Contradion,  is  again  filled  by  the  Syftole 
of  the  Heart,  with  more  Blood  from  its  left  Ven¬ 
tricle,  its  mufcular  Tunic  will  be  then  diftended, 
fo  as  to  comprefs  and  empty  the  fmall  Veffels 
fpread  upon  it ;  which  therefore  cannot  at  that  time 
receive  any  Blood  into  them  from  the  Coronaries, 
which  are  alfo  at  that  inflan t  empty. 

10  This  cellular  or  adipofe  Membrane,  in  whofe 
Subftance  run  the  fmall  VefFels  of  the  preceding 
Plexus,  being  interpofed  betwixt  the  nervous  and 
mufcular  Coat,  prevents  them  from  growing  to 
each  other,  and  pours  out  its  lubricating  Oil  upon 
the  Fibres  of  the  latter,  which  are  perpetually  in 
Motion. 

11  They  are  protuberant  Corpufcles,  appearing 
In  the  cellular  Tunic,  which  feem  to  afford  a  lu¬ 
bricating  Mucus  ;  or  they  are  perhaps  no  more 
than  diftended  Veficulse  in  the  fame  adipofe  Mem¬ 
brane  next  to  the  mufcular  Tunic. 

11  *  One  may  by  Patience  and  Maceration  fe- 
perate  almoft  an  hundred  of  thefe  Strata  or  Lamel- 
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las  in  the  Aorta  of  an  Ox  ;  in  which  this  mufcu¬ 
lar  Coat  is  near  two  Lines  thick. 

tz  Such  is  the  Elafticity  of  the  Aorta,  that  it 
will  receive  above  an  hundred  Pints  of  Water, 
without  burfting  ;  by  which  Power  it  is,  that  the 
Arteries  continue  to  contrad  and  leffen  their  Dia¬ 
meters  even  after  the  Heart  has  ceafed  to  move, 
fo  as  to  difcharge  almoft  all  their  contained 
Blood  into  the  Veins;  which  therefore  appear  li¬ 
vid  and  confpicuous,  while  the  Arteries  are  in  a 
manner  empty  and  con  traded  in  the  dead  Subjed. 


S  1 32.  StruEiure  of  the  Arteries.  g 

n  It  was  a  great  Error  in  the  learned  Bellini 
and  Malpighi ,  to  confider  all  the  Extremities 
of  the  Arteries  as  a  Network  of  Veffels  dividing 
and  again  terminating  into  each  other  in  the  fame 
Manner  ;  upon  which  Suppofition  the  former  has 
built  a  Syftem  with  more  Ingenuity  than  Truth. 
5Tis  indeed  certain,  that  in  the  Heart  and  Lungs 
the  Arteries  barely  ramify,  and  then  immediately 
return  again  in  Veins  ;  but  the  great  Ruyfch  feems 
to  have  been  the  firft  who  has  demonftrated  that 
the  extreme  Branches  of  the  Arteries,  are  differently 
difpofed  in  almoft  every  different  Part  of  the  Bo¬ 
dy.  In  the  Liver  they  appear  like  fmall  pencil 
Brufhes,  in  the  Tefticles  they  are  wound  up  like 
a  Ball  of  Thread,  in  the  Kidneys  they  are  in¬ 
flected  into  Angles  and  Arches,  in  the  Inteftines 
they  ramify  like  the  Branches  of  Trees,  in  the 
Uvea  they  form  Circles  and  Radii,  in  the  Brain 
they  are  waved  in  and  out  in  a  ferpentine  Courfe ; 
in  the  Omentum  they  are  difpofed  fomething  like 
the  Marfhes  of  a  Net,  and  in  almoft  every  other 
Part  of  the  Body  they  affume  a  different  and  pe¬ 
culiar  StruClure. 

14  The  Sections  of  the  Arteries  as  they  arife, 
do  not  decreafe  in  an  inverfe  Ratio  to  their  Di~ 
fiances  from  the  Heart,  as  they  muft  if  they  were 
framed  mechanically  by  the  Impulfeof  the  Blood, 
according  to  the  Opinion  of  Cartefius .  On  the 
contrary,  the  very  firft  Arteries  we  meet  with, 
the  Coronaries,  are  but  fmall,  when  the  very  next 
are  the  large  carotid  and  fubclavian  Branches; 
after  which  come  the  little  Twigs  to  the  Thimus 
and  the  Intercoftals,  then  the  large  Mefenteric, 
Coeliac  and  emulgent  Branches,  and  immediately 
after  them  the  (lender  fpermatic  Arteries  :  From 
whence  it  is  manifeft,  that  the  human  Body  was 
not  formed  by  a  fpontaneous  Mechaniim,  but 

that 
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that  its  Parts  were  thus  built  for  the  defigned  and 
forefeen  Ufes  intended  them  by  the  moft  wife 
Creator. 

u  When  a  fmall  Artery  is  near  fpent,  it  fends 
off  many  little  Branches ;  at  each  of  which  its 
Membranes  are  put  off,  or  render’d  thinner,  till  at 
laft,  where  they  become  fmalleft,  thinneft,  and 
without  Branches,  they  acquire  a  cylindrical  Fi¬ 
gure  *,  and  then  nothing  more  is  required  for  its 
becoming  a  Vein,  but  that  it  be  refle&ed  back 
again. 

16  In  this  Manner  terminate  moft  of  the  Arte¬ 
ries  fpent  *  upon  the  membranous  Parts,  where 
there  is  but  little  Secretion,  according  to  the  De- 
monftration  of  Lewenhoec . 

17  Of  thefe  there  are  various  Kinds,  the  moft 
numerous  are  thofe  which  exhale  the  perfpirable 
Matter  of  Sanftorius ,  being  feated  wherever  the 
Skin  is  extended.  Thofe  excretory  Tubes  being 
dilated  by  the  Humours  receiving  a  greater  Im- 
pulle  from  the  Motion  of  the  Mufcles,  &c.  do 
then  tranfmit  the  brackifh  ana  aqueous  Part  of  the 
Blood,  which  we  call  Sweat  j  and  by  urging  the 
Circulation  more  violendy,  they  will  difcharge 
the  very  Serum  itfelf,  which  will  concrete  ;  but 
they  never  tranfmit  the  Cruor,  unlefs  it  be  in 
Women,  when  the  hypogaftric  and  fpermatic  Ar¬ 
teries  being  diftended  from  a  Plethora,  difcharge 
the  menftruous  Blood  periodically  this  Way. 
There  are  another  fet  of  excretory  Du<fts  which  do 
not  difcharge  any  thing  out  of  the  Body,  but  on¬ 
ly  exhale  a  thin  Vapour  into  feveral  Cavities,  fome 
of  which  are  very  fmall,  and  only  large  enough 
to  receive  Parts,  or  allow  them  Motion ;  others 
of  thefe  Cavities  are  much  larger,  as  the  Ventri¬ 
cles  of  the  Brain,  the  Cavity  of  the  Pericardium, 
Thorax  and  Abdomen.  That  there  are  fuch  ex¬ 
cretory 
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cretory  Dufts  in  thofe  Cavities,  is  apparent  from 
Injeftions  efcaping  into  them  that  way ;  and  it  is 
alfo  as  apparent,  that  this  Moifture  mu  ft  be  again 
abforbed,  otherwife  it  wou’d  be  turned  into  a 
Water. 

13  The  Blood  is  for  a  Time  found  in  a  manner 
extravafated  in  fome  Parts ;  as  when  in  the  vene¬ 
real  Aft  it  is  pour’d  out  of  the  patulent  Orifices 
in  the  Arteries  into  the  fpongy  Subftance  in  the 
Parts  of  Generation  of  both  Sexes,  and  then  a- 
gain  returned  by  abforbing  Orifices  of  the  re- 
duftory  Veins. 

19  The  fmall  Arteries  terminate  fometimes  in  cy- 
lindric  Veffels  or  Dufts,  which  have  no  interme¬ 
diate  Receptacles,  but  difcharge  their  fecerned  Li¬ 
quor  immediately  into  the  Cavity  for  which  it  is 
defigned.  Thus  it  is  in  the  villous  Coat  of  the 
Inteftines ;  in  the  tubuli  Bellimani  of  the  Kidney, 
which  convey  the  Urine  from  the  Arteriolae  flrait 
into  the  Pelvis  and  Ureter  *,  and  poffibly  the  fame 
Mechanifm  may  obtain  in  the  Uterus.  Other 
fmall  Arteries  again,  let  their  fecerned  Fluid  drain 
into  fome  Receptacle,  in  which  it  Magnates,  fhick- 
ens,  and  meliorates  •,  as  the  Bile  in  the  Liver,  the 
Semen  in  the  Epididymis,  and  all  glandular  Jui¬ 
ces  in  their  Folliculi. 

ao  As  is  the  Cafe  in  molt  of  the  Vifcera ;  but 
whether  this  Pulp  is  made  up  barely  of  fmall  Vef¬ 
fels  fpun  out  to  a  great  Finenefs,  or  whether  it  is 
compofed  of  Folliculi  or  Cells,  upon  whieh  the 
fmall  Arteries  are  fpent  and  ramified,  is  the  Sub- 
jeft  of  another  Confideration.  See  §.  264  and 
265.  But  this  is  certain,  that  not  any  of  the  Ar¬ 
teries  terminate  in  blind  Dufts  that  have  no  Paf- 
fage  ;  for  if  that  were  the  Cafe,  the  Blood’s  Cir¬ 
culation  wou’d  be  foon  brought  to  a  Period.  Nor 
is  the  Blood  extravafated  from  any  of  the  Arte¬ 
ries, 
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ries,  fo  as  to  ftagnate  and  form  the  Parenchyma 
of  the  Vifcera,  as  the  Ancients  imagined.  It 
was  indeed  the  Opinion  of  Ruyfch ,  that  the  Blood 
tranfuded  thro’  the  Pores  of  the  Veflels  like  Dew, 
in  order  to  nourifh  the  folid  Fibres  ;  into  which 
Notion  he  was  led  by  the  following  Appearance : 
Having  accurately  filled  a  Heart  with  a  foft  In¬ 
jection  like  Wax,  he  cut  it  open,  and  dipt  it  in 
Oleum  'Tere'ointhince  lavendulatum  (which  leaves  a  . 
gloffy  Varnifh  upon  prepared  Parts,  that  pre- 
ferves  them  from  any  Danger  of  Putrifadlion  or 
Decay  : )  Some  Time  after,  viewing  it  in  the  Sun- 
fhine,  there  appeared  red  Spots  within  Side  of  it. 
Thefe  Spots,  faid  Ruyfch ,  are  the  Injedtion  extra- 
vafated  under  the  Varnifh,  without  any  Rupture 
or  Injury  offer’d  to  the  Veffels,  juft  in  the  fame 
Manner  as  the  Blood  tranfudes  in  the  living  Sub- 
jedt.  But  for  my  own  Part,  after  carefully  ex¬ 
amining  that  Preparation  with  the  utmoft  Atten¬ 
tion,  I  am  perfuaded  that  thofe  Spots  were  in  re¬ 
ality  the  Penecilli  of  theVafa  Exhalantia,  each  of 
which  were  fo  turgid  with  the  Injedtion,  as  to 
appear  together  in  the  Rays  of  the  Sun  like  one 
continued  Spot. 


§.  133.  The  Veins  1  have  almoft:  the  fame 
Fi  gure  and  Diftribution  with  the  Arteries,  on¬ 
ly  formed  with  a  larger  Capacity  2,  and  gene¬ 
rally  more  in  Number  3  ;  but  all  of  them  have 
their  Membranes  or  Coats  much  thinner  and 
weaker  4  than  thofe  of  the  Arteries.  Valves  5 
are  alfo  frequent  in  the  Veins,  which  are  ge¬ 
nerally  Angle  at  the  Infertion  of  the  venal 
Branches  into  their  larger  Trunks,  being  ob¬ 
long,  and  ahnoft  fhaped  like  the  Finger  of  a 
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Glove ;  but  in  the  perpendicular  Trunks  of 
the  larger  Veins,  at  fome  Diftance  from  the 
Heart,  they  are  generally  placed  two  together^ 
to  promote  the  Afcent  of  the  Blood  in  its  per¬ 
pendicular  Courfe ;  and  fuch  is  their  Structure 
and  Connection  within  the  Veffels,  that  they 
admit  the  Blood  to  pafs  forward  from  the 
fmaller  Branches  into  the  larger  Trunks,  but 
prevent  its  Regrefs  whilft  the  Heart  is  contract¬ 
ing,  and  fuftain  its  Weight.  The  Veins  in 
the  living  Animal  have  not  naturally  any  Pul- 
fation  6,  nor  any  throbbing  Motion  like  that  of 
the  Arteries.  Their  fmalleft  Extremities  arife 
varioufly,  as  thofe  of  the  Arteries  were  ob- 
ferved  to  terminate  differently  3  fome  of  their 
Anaftomofes  or  incipient  Roots  coming  from 
the  bibulous  Pores  7  in  the  Cuticle  3  others  from 
the  ab [orbing  Dubls  in  the  thin  Membranes  8, 
which  line  all  the  internal  Cavities  of  the  Bo¬ 
dy,  great  and  fmall,  forming  Crypt  a  and  FoU 
liculi  3  and  others  of  the  incipient  Veins  arife 
immediately  from  the  Extremities  of  Arteries, 
or  elfe  from  analogous  DuCts,  or  Sinus’s,  like 
thofe  of  the  Penis,  Clitoris  and  Spleen  3  or3 
laftly,  from  a  glandular  Pulp. 

2  Tho5  the  Veins  receive  all  their  Blood  from  the 
Arteries,  yet  they  alfo  abforb  fome  thinner  Juices 
from  many  other  Veffels 3  but  I  cannot  think  a 
Patient  can  receive  any  Benefit  from  a  Bath  of 
Blood,  recommended  by  the  Ancients.  There  are 
indeed  fome  Arteries  without  their  correfponding 
Veins,  as  thofe  which  convey  Blood  into  the  Ute¬ 
rus. 

The 
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a  The  Veins  are  often  three  or  four  times  as 
large  as  their  correfponding  Arteries,  and  fome- 
times  larger,  as  in  the  Emulgents.  So  alfo  the 
Sinus  of  the  Vena  Cava  vaftly  exceeds  the  Dimen- 
fions  of  the  Aorta  at  the  Heart.  But  tho4  there  is, 
by  this  means,  more  Blood  running  at  once  in  the 
Veins  than  in  the  Arteries,  yet  a  greater  Quantity 
paffes  the  Arteries  in  a  given  time  than  the  Veins  \ 
for  the  Impulfe  or  Momentum  of  the  Blood  in  the 
latter  being  much  weaker,  it  there  moves  flower, 
and  occafions  an  Enlargement  of  this  weaker  Vef- 
fel ;  or,  which  is  the  fame,  if  equal  Quantities  of 
Blood  pafs  into  and  from  the  Heart  in  the  fame 
time  by  the  Vena  Cava  and  Aorta,  it  muft  in  the 
fir  ft  pafs  three  times  flower  than  in  the  laft,  be- 
caufe  the  Diameter  of  the  Vein  is  thrice  that  of  the 
Artery.  There  was  a  Neceflity  for  the  Veins  to 
be  made  much  weaker  than  the  Arteries,  that  they 
might  not  too  much  refill  the  Adion  of  the  latter, 
but  give  way  and  receive  their  Blood,  as  alfo  an 
additional  Quantity  of  Chyle.  But  yet  the  Veins 
are  not  fo  much  larger  than  the  Arteries  as  they 
commonly  appear  in  Difiedions  ;  for  after  Death 
the  Arteries  continue  to  contrad  themfelves  by 
their  greater  Strength,  aflifted  with  the  Cold,  and 
difcharge  their  Blood  into  the  lefs  refilling  Veins, 
by  which  means  the  latter  appear  diftended  be¬ 
yond  their  natural  Dimenfions  in  Life,  while  the 
Arteries  are  as  much  lefs  or  more  contraded. 

1  One  Example  we  have  of  two  Arteries  to  but 
one  Vein,  in  the  Navel-ftring  of  the  Fcetus  *,  but 
even  there  the  one  Vein  much  exceeds  the  Diameter 
of  the  two  Arteries.  But  if  we  infped  the  Mefen- 
tery,  and  mod  of  the  Vifcera,  we  fhall  find  them 
much  larger  and  more  numerous  than  their  Arte¬ 
ries.  Some  Veins  there  are  without  a  correfpond¬ 
ing  Artery,  as  the  Vena  Azygos,  &c.  Laftly, 

There 
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There  are  an  infinite  Number  of  bibulous  Veins, 
which  greatly  exceed  the  Size  and  Number  of  their 
correfponding  Arteries.  Confider  how  readily 
Water  enters  into  the  Diver  fo  as  to  make  him 
fwell,  and  abate  his  Third  without  drinking,  with 
the  Experiments  at  Note  12.  to  §e  87. 

4  The  Fibres  of  their  Tunics,  tho5  of  the  fame 
kind  with  thofe  of  the  Arteries,  are  much  weaker, 
and  lefs  elaftic.  The  Veins  have  their  Coats  the 
thinned  where  they  arife  from  the  Arteries  *,  from 
whence  they  become  dronger  and  thicker  as  the 
Veins  enlarge,  till  at  the  Heart  they  are  near  as 
drong  as  the  Coats  of  an  Artery.  This  holds  true 
as  well  of  the  Trunk  and  Branches  of  the  Porta, 
as  the  Cava ;  for  the  Branches  of  the  mefenteric 
Veins  are  the  more  robud  as  they  are  nearer  their 
Heart,  or  Sinus  of  the  Trunk  of  the  Porta  •,  which 
lad,  where  it  ramifies  in  the  Liver,  is  exceeding 
robud  like  an  Artery,  which  it  then  every  way  re- 
fembles. 

*  Thefe  Valves  were  formerly  obferved  by  Fa- 
Indus  ab  Aquapendente ,  tho*  he  cou’d  not  afiign 
their  Ufes.  They  are  found  in  the  Veins  at  the 
Heart,  at  the  Infertion  of  the  Vena  Azygos  into 
the  Cava,  at  the  Entrance  of  the  thoracic  Dud  in¬ 
to  the  Subclavian,  at  the  Liver,  at  the  opening  of 
the  Emulgents,  and  in  the  Veins  of  Limbs.  Their 
Office  is  to  fudain  the  Blood,  and  prevent  it  from 
returning  back  in  the  Veins,  while  it  is  not  admit¬ 
ted  forwards  into  the  Heart,  during  its  Sydole ; 
but  when  the  right  Ventricle  is  relaxed,  fo  as  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  Blood  which  then  comes  forward,  the 
Valves  open  and  propel  it  to  the  Heart.  Thele 
Valves  are  alfo  frequent  in  the  Veins  of  the  upper 
and  lower  Limbs,  as  they  are  there  very  neced'ary  ; 
becaufe  the  Blood  wou’d  from  its  Weight,  flow 
Motion,  and  the  Cold,  become  dagnant  if  its 
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Courfe  was  not  thus  promoted.  As  for  the  Valves 
placed  at  the  opening  of  venal  Branches  into  their 
Trunks,  they  ferve  chiefly  to  prevent  the  Blood 
from  returning  out  of  the  Trunks  into  the  Branches, 
which  wou’d  overcharge  the  latter,  when  the  for¬ 
mer  are  prefled  in  {training,  £s?r.  Which  laft  is  al- 
fo  the  Ufe  of  thofe  Valves  found  in  the  Sinus’s  of 
the  duraMater,at  the  Entrance  of  theVeins  from  the 
Pia  Mater,  which  prevent  the  Blood  from  return¬ 
ing  back  out  of  the  former  into  the  latter.  Laft- 
ly,  Thofe  in  the  jugular  Veins,  at  their  joining  with 
the  Subclavians,  prevent  the  Regrefs  of  the  Blood 
in  the  fame  manner,  and  for  the  fame  Ufes. 

6  But  when  the  V eins  are  tied  or  obftrudted  in  any 
Part,  they  are  fomewhat  agitated  by  the  Impetus 
of  the  Blood,  drove  on  by  the  Arteries  againft  the 
Obftacle :  and  this  occafions  that  throbbing  Moti¬ 
on  in  them,  which  is  fometimes  perceptible  in  In¬ 
flammations. 

7  Abforbing  Veins  are  found  diflributed  in  all 
Parts  which  have  any  exhaling  Arteries.  Among 
fuch  Veins  we  may  reckon  thofe  that  abforb  the  a- 
queous  Humour  of  the  Eyes  *,  for  if  that  be  dis¬ 
charged,  it  will  be  again  reftored  in  twenty-four 
Hours :  which  argues,  that  the  Separation  of 
this  Humour  from  the  Arteries  is  made  very 
fwiftly  ;  fo  that  it  wou’d  be  accumulated  in  vaft 
Quantities,  if  it  were  not  returned  by  the  abforb¬ 
ing  Veins  with  the  fame  Velocity  that  it  is  fecerned 
from  the  Arteries. 

8  Ail  the  Juices  in  the  Body  become  thicker  than 
they  were  (ecreted,  barely  by  flagnating  with  the 
Diffipation  and  Abforbtion  of  their  more  lluid  or 
aqueous  Parts  ;  which  have  no  other  way  of  efca- 
ping  out  ot  the  internal  Cavities,  but  by  entering 
fmall  bibulous  Veflels,  which  return  them  into  the 
fanguiferous  Veins.  The  Semen,  tor  Example,  at 

its 
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its  firft  Secretion  in  theTefticle,  is  as  fluid  as  the 
Tears  ;  but  it  this  way  becomes  infpiflated  into  a 
perfedt  Glue  in  the  feminal  Veficles.  Laftly,  in 
the  Thorax,  Abdomen,  and  all  other  Cavities  of 
the  Body,  which  are  fupplied  with  a  vapoury  Dew 
difcharged  from  the  patulent  Arteries,  (and  which, 
upon  opening  Animals  lately  kill’d,  has  a  very 
difagreeable  and  peculiar  Smell)  there  mufi:  of  ne- 
ceflity  be  other  abforbing  Veins  to  return  or  dif- 
charge  the  fame, 

§.  134.  Every  one  of  thefe  Arteries,  (§.  132.) 
which-  are  found  difperfed  throughout  the 
whole  Body,  do  all  of  them  join  and  com¬ 
municate  by  an  open  and  free  Paffage,  to  the 
Body  one  way,  and  to  the  Aorta  the  other ; 
the  Trunk  of  which  laft  arifes  from  the  left 
Ventricle  of  the  Heart:  But  thofe  Arteries 
which  compofe  the  Lungs  arife  in  the  fame 
manner  from  the  Pulmonary  Artery  r,  whole 
Trunk  comes  from  the  right  Ventricle  of  the 
Heart ;  which  we  are  taught  from  the  Ap¬ 
pearance  of  both  thofe  Veffels,  when  diftend- 
ed  with  ceratious  Injection  2  ;  but  the  Ancients 
traced  them  without  that  Artifice,  tho’  they 
cou’d  not  defcend  to  their  ultimate  Branches 
for  want  of  it  Laftly,  The  Orifice  of  the 
Aorta  and  Pulmonary  Artery  at  the  Heart  are 
of  equal  Dimenfions. 

1  The  Compages  of  Arteries  in  the  Lungs  has 
undoubtedly  the  fame  Mechanifm  with  that  of  the 
other  Arteries  of  the  Body,  as  they  are  divided 
into  the  fame  different  Orders  or  Series  :  From  the 
fanguiferous  Branches  of  the  pulmonary  Artery 
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arife  ferous  Arteries,  as  in  the  other  Parts  of  the 
Body  ;  from  the  ferous  arife  lymphatic  Arteries, 
which  again  arife  from  each  other  in  leffer  Orders. 
The  Lungs  have  alfo  their  Nerves,  and  all  the 
Species  of  Veffels  that  are  found  in  other  Parts. 

a  This  curious  Artifice,  which  was  contrived  by 
that  induftrious  Naturalift  Dr.  Swammerdam  be¬ 
fore  1666,  has  been  fince  fo  much  cultivated  and 
improved  by  the  celebrated  Ruyfch ,  that  his  Pre¬ 
parations  have  furprifed  even  the  moft  learned 
Part  of  Mankind.  We  are  by  this  means  enabled 
to  view  the  whole  arterial  Syftem  from  the  Heart, 
even  to  where  their  fmallefl  Twigs  join  with  the 
incipient  Veins :  hereby  we  trace  them  into  the 
exhaling  Veffels,  into  the  Villi  of  the  fmall  Inte- 
ftines,  and  into  the  pulpy  Subfiance  of  the  foftefl 
Vifcera.  The  larger  Branches  of  the  Blood- vef- 
fels  have  indeed  been  traced  with  furprifing  Exadl- 
nefs,  by  Excarnation  only,  by  the  indefatigable 
Pains  of  Euftachius ;  and  this  he  has  done  to  fuch 
a  Degree  of  Perfection  as  may  aflonifh  our  Mo¬ 
derns,  fince  it  does  not  appear  that  he  ufed  any 
Injection. 

§.  135.  All  the  Veins  (§.  153.)  difperfed 
thro"  the  whole  Body  are  found,  like  the  Ar¬ 
teries,  to  open  into  one  Trunk,  call’d  the  Ve¬ 
na  Cava ,  which  forming  a  large  Sinus,  co¬ 
ver’d  with  Membranes  almoft  like  thole  of  an 
Artery  *,  does  thereby  terminate  in  the  right 
Auricle  and  Ventricle  of  the  Heart.  But  the 
pulmonary  Veins,  forming  four  large  Branches, 
terminate  in  a  Sinus,  almoft  like  that  of  the 
Cava,  which  opens  into  the  left  Auricle  and 
Ventricle  of  the  Heart.  There  is  alfo  a  diffe¬ 
rent 


§  *36-  Circulation  of  the  Blood.  1 9 

rent  Mechanifm  in  the  Veins  of  the  Liver 
which  we  fhall  explain  when  we  come  to  that 
Vifcus.  Laftly,  Thefe  two  capital  Blood- 
veflels  (§.  134,  135.)  are  largeft  at  the  Heart; 
from  whence  they  gradually  diminifh  in  their 
Diameter  as  they  pafs  to  the  feveral  Parts  of 
the  Body,  which  is  generally  in  clofe  Com¬ 
pany  with  each  other.  The  Area  of  the  open¬ 
ing  of  the  Vena  Cava  and  its  Auricle  into  the 
right  Ventricle,  is  to  that  of  the  pulmonary 
Artery  opening  in  the  left,  as  47  to  1 14. 

1  By  which  Coats  the  Strength  of  the  Cava  in 
this  Part  becomes  almoft  equal  to  that  of  the  Aor¬ 
ta  :  It  was  neceffary  it  fhou’d  be  thus  ftrong  here* 
to  fuftain  the  Weight  of  the  fuper- incumbent  Blood* 
with  an  additional  Preffure  from  the  Heart  in  its 
Syftole. 

a  At  this  Vifcus  the  fplenic  and  mefenteric  Veins 
unite  into  one  Trunk,  which  opens  into  a  ftrong 
mufcular  Sinus,  from  whence  the'  Blood  is  de¬ 
tached  into  the  Liver  by  its  converging  Branches 
like  Arteries,  in  order  for  the  Secretion  of  Bile. 
Vid.  §.  350. 


Of  the  Circulation  of  the  Blood, 


§.  136.  TF  any  of  the  larger  Arteries  of  a 
JL  living  Animal  be  confiderably 
wounded,  almoft  the  whole  Quantity  of  Blood 
neceflary  to  keep  it  living  1  will  be  expell’d 
from  thence  with  a  great  Force  2,  and  in  a  few 

C  2  Minutes 
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Minutes  time,  as  we  are  convinc’d  from  the 
common  Practice  of  Butchers. 

1  The  Mafs  of  Blood  will  not  indeed  be  totally 
difcharged  by  the  Wound,  becaufe  fome  will  re¬ 
main  in  the  V  eins  *,  for  when  fo  much  of  the  Blood’s 
Quantity  or  Motion  is  deffroy’d  as  is  neceffary  to 
keep  the  Animal  living,  the  Effedt  is  inftant 
Death  ;  which  is  the  Meaning  of  Mofes  when  he 
fays,  that  the  Life  or  Soul  of  the  Brute  is  in  its 
Blood ,  for  which  Reafon  he  ranks  it  among  the  pro¬ 
hibited  Food  *,  but  the  true  natural  Reafon  feems 
to  be,  that  in  thofe  warm  Regions  the  Blood  is 
very  fpeedily  apt  to  putrefy,  and  afford  a  Nou- 
rifhment  too  alkaline  ;  yet  there  may  be  a  religi- 
gious  Reafon  befides. 

1  The  Jews,  who  are  forbid  to  eat  any  Animal 
that  is  kill’d  by  Difeafe,  have,  from  a  Tradition 
of  the  Rabbins,  conftantly  efteemed  the  killing  by 
Contufion  and  Fradture,  or  knocking  down,  a- 
mongft  the  Tribe  of  Difeafes,  thinking  that  kind 
of  Death  only  unaccompany’d  with  Difeafe,  which 
is  made  by  Wounding  or  Incifion  *,  and  according¬ 
ly  when  they  kill  an  Ox,  &c.  they  draw  up  the 
Head  of  the  Animal  to  ftretch  its  Throat,  which 
with  a  ffiarp  and  long  Knife  they  fuddenly  divide 
fo  as  to  cut  thro’  the  jugular  Veffels,  whereupon 
the  Blood  fuddenly  flows  with  great  Impetuofity  to 
the  Quantity  of  about  30  Pounds,  which  fpeedily 
ends  the  Life  of  the  Animal.  So  great  is  their 
Superftition  in  this  refpedt,  that  the  Edge  of  the 
Knife  muff  be  firft  tried  upon  the  Nail  of  the 
Thumb  before  they  ufe  it ;  for  if  it  appears  rough 
or  ferrate,  the  Ox  will  not  be  judged  eatable.  *  In 
Spain  they  have  nearly  the  fame  Method  of  exe¬ 
cuting  Criminals  capitally  convidted ;  for  the 
Hangman  having  reclined  their  Head  backwards,, 

cuts 
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cuts  thro’  their  Windpipe  and  large  Blood- veffels  of 
the  Throat.  I  chufe  to  offer  this  Example,  becaufe 
in  this  Method  the  Animal  does  not  die  apo- 
pledtic,  as  the  Oxen  do  who  are  kill’d  after  the 
common  Method  of  Europe . 

§.  137.  Nor  does  it  much  fignify  in  this 
Experiment  (§.  136.)  in  which  of  the  Arteries 1 
the  Wound  be  inflidted,  as  we  are  afford  from 
the  living  DiJJ'edlions  of  Dogs  2,  and  theWounds 
in  Men. 

1  Provided  it  be  tolerably  large  ;  tho*  we  have 
feveral  Inftances  of  fatal  Hemorrhages  even  from 
fmali  Arteries,  which  cou’d  not  be  clofed  or  com- 
preffed,  as  in  the  Nofe,  or  in  the  fmali  Artery  of 
a  Tooth,  &c. 

2  The  Great  Harvey  thus  di  Hefted  many  Kinds 
of  Animals  with  a  View  of  making  Experiments. 
But  the  prefent  Argument  is  moft  elegantly  confir¬ 
med  by  an  Experiment  of  Drelincourt ,  who  after  ty¬ 
ing  down  a  Couple  of  Dogs,  made  an  Incifion  in 
the  crural  Artery  of  one,  and  in  the  carotid  Ar¬ 
tery  of  the  other,  and  they  both  expired  nearly 
within  the  fame  fhort  Space  of  Time. 

§.  1 38.  From  hence  it  follows  that  all  the 
Blood  of  the  Animal  thus  wounded,  is  moved 
with  great  Strength  and  Swiftnefs  1  ;  as  will 
appear  more  evidently,  if  all  the  found  Arte¬ 
ries  are  fecured  by  Ligature 2 ,  while  the 
Blood  flows  from  the  wounded  Artery. 

1  Swift  indeed,  fince  fo  large  an  Animal  as  an 
Ox  expires  by  lofing  30  Pound  of  Blood  in  eight 
Minutes  1  ime.  But  the  Blood  is  not  moved  with 

C  3  this 
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this  Velocity  from  the  Wound,  for  that  has  no 
moving  Power  to  haften  the  Courfe  of  it ;  the 
Blood  muft  therefore  flow  thus  fwiftly  from  the 
wounded  Artery,  becaufe  it  before  moved  with  a 
great  Velocity  within  the  Arteries  *,  fince  in  the 
dead  Animal,  or  one  that  is  dying,  it  ceafes  thus 
✓  to  flow. 

a  For  then  none  of  the  Blood  cou’d  pals  through 
the  tyed  Arteries  into  the  Veins,  but  it  wou’d  be 
all  forced  thro*  the  wounded  Artery. 

§.  139.  It  is  therefore  apparent  that  the 
Blood  has  a  ready  Paffage,  from  every  Part 
of  the  Body  that  contains  it,  into  any  one  of 
the  Arteries l. 

1  For  all  the  Blood,  except  a  fmall  Part  in  the 
Veins,  is  difcharged  from  the  wounded  Artery, 
(§.  236.)  which  (§.  137.)  may  be  in  any  Part  of 
the  Body ;  fo  that  all  the  Blood  of  the  Arteries 
will  be  evacuated,  and  the  greateft:  Part  of  that 
in  the  Veins:  Therefore  the  Blood  has  a  ready 
Paflfage  from  all  the  Arteries  of  the  Body,  and 
alfo  from  all  the  Veins,  into  any  one  Artery. 
There  is  therefore  a  free  Paflage  for  the  Blood  out 
of  all  the  V eins,  into  all  the  Arteries ;  which 
Phenomenon  contradids  the  Opinion  of  the  An¬ 
cients,  viz.  that  the  Blood  pafifes  out  of  the  Heart 
into  the  Veins,  and  by  them  into  all  Parts  of  the 
Body,  for  Nutrition  ;  but  if  the  Blood  paflfed  by 
the  Veins,  as  by  Arteries,  into  the  folid  Parts  to 
nourifh  them,  how  fhould  all,  or  the  greatefl: 
Part  of  the  venal  Blood  be  difcharged  by  the 
wounded  Arteries.  The  Phenomenon  rather 
flhews,  that  the  venal  and  arterial  Blood  are  the 
fame  j  and  that  it  does  not  ftagnate  or  extrava- 

•  fate 
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fate  in  the  Parts,  but  is  dire&ly  carried  out  of 
the  Veins  into  the  Arteries. 

§.  140.  Therefore  as  the  whole  Mate  of 
Blood  flows  out  impetuoufly  thro’  the  wound¬ 
ed  Artery,  it  muft  needs  have  pafled  fwiftly 
through  the  Veflels  before  the  Wound  was 
inflidled. 

§.  141.  Again,  If  any  Artery  be  laid  bare 
and  tyed  with  a  Thread  pafled  round  it,  the 
Artery  then  fwells  and  beats  betwixt  the  Li¬ 
gature  and  the  Heart;  but  becomes  flaccid 
and  without  Motion  betwixt  the  Ligature  and 
its  Extremity,  and  at  the  fame  Time  the  per¬ 
vious  Arteries  adjacent  to  that  which  is  tyed, 
are  found  to  beat  more  violently :  If  now 
the  Artery  be  incifed  betwixt  the  Ligature 
and  the  Extremity,  little  or  no  Blood  fol¬ 
lows  ;  but  if  you  open  it  betwixt  the  Ligature 
and  the  Heart,  it  continues  to  fend  out  a 
fwift  and  flatting  jet  of  Blood  till  the  Animal 
expires.  But  the  Artery  for  this  Experiment 
ought  to  be  Angle,  or  by  itfelf,  and  without 
any  Communication  beyond  the  Ligature, 
by  Anajiomojis  \  with  any  other  adjacent  Ar¬ 
tery. 

1  Of  which  kind  there  are  ufually  many  Com¬ 
munications  of  the  Arteries  in  the  extreme  Parts 
of  the  Limbs.  By  fuch  Anaftomofis  it  may  in¬ 
deed  happen,  that  the  Blood  paffing  out  of  the 
free  into  the  tyed  Artery,  it  will  flow  out  be¬ 
yond  the  Ligature,  if  the  Anaftomofis  was  be¬ 
yond  it  ,  for  which  Reafon  a  Ligature  is  order’d 
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to  be  made  above  and  below  the  Artery  in  the 
Operation  for  an  Aneuryfm.  The  carotid  Arte¬ 
ries  have  alfo  frequent  Communications  or  Ana- 
Aamofes  with  each  other,  and  with  the  cervical 
or  vertebral  Artery  3  fo  that  upon  tying  or 
wounding  either  of  them,  the  Blood  will  pafs  out 
of  one  into  the  other. 


§.  142.  From  whence  it  appears  that  the 
Blood  in  a  living  Animal,  has  not  only  a  Mo¬ 
tion  in  the  Arteries,  but  alfo  that  its  Motion 
or  Flux  is  directed  from  the  Heart  to  the  Ex¬ 
tremities,  and  that  it  is  diftributed  to  all  Parts 
remote  from  the  Heart  both  external  and  in¬ 
ternal  by  thefe  Veflels ;  fo  as  to  pafs  from  the 
Trunk  to  the  Branches,  or  from  a  greater  Di¬ 
ameter  to  a  lefs 1 :  and  in  this  manner  the 
whole  Mafs  of  Blood  may  be  derived  into  and 
difcharged  from  any  one  of  the  Arteries,  but 
not  the  contrary  way. 

1  That  the  Blood  takes  this  Courfe  as  well  in 
the  fmalleft  Arteries  as  in  the  larger  Trunks,  is 
alfo  apparent  to  the  very  Eye,  when  armed  with 
a  Microfcope,  according  to  the  Demonftrations 
of  Lewenhoek. 


§.  143.  If  any  one  of  the  larger  Veins  be 
in  like  manner  (§.  14 1.)  laid  bare  and  tyed 
with  a  Thread,  it  fwelis  betwixt  the  Ligature 
and  the  Extremity  without  any  Puliation, 
but  appears  empty  and  flaccid  betwixt  the  Li¬ 
gature  and  the  Heart:  If  now  the  Vein  be  o- 
jpened  betwixt  the  Heart  and  Ligature,  little 

or 
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or  no  Blood  follows,  but  if  incifed  betwixt  the 
Ligature  and  Extremity,  the  Blood  continues 
pouring  out  till  the  Animal  either  faints  or  dies. 
Nor  is  one  Vein  of  more  Confequence  than 
another  for  this  Experiment,  as  we  are  allured 
from  Phlebotomy  1 . 

*  In  this  Operation,  upon  making  a  Ligature  on 
the  Arm,  betwixt  the  intended  Orifice  and  the 
Heart,  the  Blood  is  accumulated  in  the  Vein,  and 
runs  out  fafter  from  the  Wound  5  but  it  is  not 
the  Blood  in  the  Hand  only  which  is  thus  let 
out,  for  that  Part  weighing  not  much  above  a 
Pound,  is  incapable  of  yielding  near  two  Pounds 
of  Blood,  We  have  indeed  an  Objedlion  made 
by  fome,  which  is  no  more  than  a  Falacy :  viz. 
That  when  the  Ligature  has  been  made  a  while 
on  the  Arm  in  Phlebotomy,  the  Blood  frequently 
ceafes  to  flow  from  the  Vein  thus  incifed  ;  which 
they  think  argues  againft  the  Blood’s  moving  in 
the  Veins  from  the  Extremities  towards  the  Heart. 
We  know  that  this  Accident  does  fometimes  hap* 
pen  in  Bleeding,  but  then  it  proceeds  from  the 
Arteries  lying  too  bare,  or  the  Ligature  being  too 
tight,  fo  as  to  comprefs  the  Artery  as  well  as  the 
Vein,  by  which  means  the  Blood  cannot  pafs  out 
of  the  former  into  the  latter  ;  which  therefore  does 
not  appear  at  all  diflended,  and  yields  no  Blood 
from  its  Orifice :  but  fo  foon  as  you  flacken  the 
Ligature,  the  Blood  follows  plentifully. 


§.  144.  It  therefore  follows,  that  the  Blood 
flows  fwiftly  from  all  Parts  of  the  Body  into 
the  incifed  Vein;  and  that  the  Direction  of 
its  Courfe  in  the  Vein  is  from  the  lefler  to  the 

larger 
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larger  Diameter  of  the  VeiTel,  from  the 
Branches  to  the  Trunk,  or  from  the  Extre¬ 
mities  towards  the  Heart :  and  that  the  Blood 
moves  thus  and  no  other  way  in  the  Veins, 
is  alfo  apparent  from  the  Valves.  (§.  133.) 

§.  145.  Hence  it  is  fufficiently  evident  that 
the  vital  Blood  is  continually  carried  with  a 
fwift  Motion  thro’  all  the  Arteries  of  the  Bo¬ 
dy,  and  that  its  Courfe  in  them  is  from  the 
left  Ventricle  of  the  Heart  thro’  the  Trunk  of 
the  Arteries  into  their  Branches,  and  by  thefe 
into  all  Parts  of  the  Body  both  external  and 
internal. 

1 

§.  146.  But  on  the  contrary,  all  the  Veins, 
except  the  Porta  in  the  Liver,  return  the 
Blood  conftantly  from  all  Parts  to  their 
Branches,  and  from  their  Branches  into  their 
Trunks,  from  whence  it  pafles  in  the  right 
venous  Sinus,  and  partly  into  the  right  Au¬ 
ricle. 

§.  147.  For  the  Blood  brought  into  the  ve¬ 
nous  Sinus  may  be  drove  from  thence,  by  its 
mufcular  Coat  into  the  right  Auricle,  when 
relaxed ;  fince  there  is  then  no  Refiftance, 
and  its  Progreffion  is  forwarded  by  the  Im¬ 
petus  of  the  fubfequent  venal  Blood  urged  on 
to  that  Part. 

§.  148.  But  fince  both  the  right  and  the 
left  Auricle  of  the  Heart  is  each  of  them  a 
large  hollow  Mufcle,  furnifhed  with  many 
fmall  Arteries  and  Veins,  and  compofed  of 
two  Rows  of  ftrong  Fibres  running  in  contra¬ 
ry  Directions  into  oppofite  Tendons  on  each 
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Side;  one  Tendon  of  the  right  Auricle  being 
inferted  into  the  venous  Aperture  of  the  right 
Ventricle,  and  the  other  Tendon,  which  is 
firmer,  terminating  circularly  round  the  Ca¬ 
va;  it  is  apparent,  that  by  the/ contraftile 
Force  of  this  laft,  the  Blood  may  be  expel¬ 
led  with  a  confiderable  Impetus  into  the  right 
Ventricle,  when  relaxed. 

The  right  Auricle  is  near  ten  times  larger  than 
the  left ;  but  then  the  right  Sinus,  or  that  of  the 
Cava,  is  mueh  lefs  than  the  left  Sinus  of  the  pul¬ 
monary  Vein  ;  the  Reafon  of  which  feems  to  be 
founded  on  the  Office  of  the  Auricles,  being  part¬ 
ly  to  attenuate  the  Blood,  or  prevent  its  Concre¬ 
tion  :  for  the  Blood  in  the  right  Auricle  being 
lefs  fluid  than  that  which  has  paflfed  the  Lungs, 
it  was  neceflary  that  more  of  it  ffiould  fuffer  the 
Aftion  of  the  Auricle  at  the  fame  time  ;  whereas 
the  left  Auricle  being  lefs  than  the  right,  is  accom¬ 
panied  with  a  larger  venous  Sinus,  that  it  might 
be  able  to  receive  the  fame  Quantity  of  Blood 
which  was  difcharged  from  the  right  Auricle  and 
Sinus  together. 

§.  149.  For  the  right  Ventricle  of  the 
Heart  being  then  empty  becomes  longer, 
and  the  three  tricufpid  Valves  are  drawn  back 
towards  the  Sides  and  towards  the  Apex  of 
the  Heart,  whofe  two  mufcular  Sides  of  the 
right  Ventricle,  from  whence  thofe  Valves  arife 
by  round  mufcular  Proceffes  or  Papillae,  are  at 
the  fame  time  dilated  or  moved  back  to  each 
Side,  fo  that  a  Palfage  being  thus  opened  to 
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the  Blood,  there  remains  no  Obftacle  to  hin¬ 
der  it  from  taking  this  Courfe. 

The  tricufpid  Valves  are  confined  to  their 
Seats  in  the  Heart  by  the  mufcular  ProcefTes  and 
tendinous  Cords  which  afcend  out  of  its  Apex ; 
whence  it  happens,  that  when  the  Pleart  is  elon¬ 
gated,  thefe  Valves  are  drawn  down  towards  its 
Apex  and  Sides,  by  which  means  they  make  a 
free  Paffage  for  the  Blood  into  the  right  Ven¬ 
tricle. 

§.  150.  What  we  have  here  advanced  is  al- 
fo  confirmed  by  Inflations,  Injections,  the 
anatomical  Structure  of  the  Parts,  and  their 
Appearances  in  living  DifleCtions. 

That  thefe  Parts  aCt  in  the  Manner  before  de- 
fcribed,  may  be  made  appear  even  to  the  Eye  by 
opening  a  living  Dog ;  and  if  you  blow  Wind 
by  an  Incifion  into  the  right  Ventricle,  it  will 
not  diftend  or  pafs  into  the  Cava,  becaufe  by 
elevating  the  tricufpid  Valves,  its  Paffage  thither 
is  excluded. 

§.  151.  The  right  Ventricle  being  thus  fil¬ 
led  with  Blood,  does,  by  the  Contraction  of  its 
Fibres,  alfo  prefs  out  the  Blood  from  the  co¬ 
ronary  Veins  which  open  into  this  Ventricle, 
and  mixing  them  together,  continues  to  urge 
the  fame  Itrongly  in  all  Directions,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  towards  the  Apertures  of  its  Cavity ;  by 
this  means  the  Blood  rifing  up  by  the  Sides  of 
the  fame  Ventricle,  catches  hold  of,  and  ele¬ 
vates  the  tricufpid  Valves,  which  are  fo  con¬ 
nected 
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neCted  to  their  flefhy  Columns  on  each  Side, 
that  they  cannot  be  quite  clofely  approxima¬ 
ted  even  with  the  Sides  of  the  right  Ventricle  1 
the  Valves  are  therefore  thus  prefled  by  the 
Blood  towards  the  right  Auricle,  till  they 
meet  clofe  together,  and  by  occluding  the  Pai- 
fage,  entirely  prevent  its  Return :  For  the  Co¬ 
lumns  of  the  Valves  will  not  permit  them  to 
be  prefled  farther  back  than  to  meet,  and  the 
venal  Blood  returning  from  the  whole  Body 
alfo  fupports  them  on  the  other  Side  ;  fo  that 
by  thefe  means  the  Contraction  of  the  Heart, 
tho*  ftrong,  cannot  urge  the  tricufpid  Valves 
too  far  back  towards  the  venous  Sinus  2. 

1  For  the  {Longer  the  Blood  is  urged  towards 
the  Cava  by  the  Contraction  of  the  right  Ventricle, 
the  farther  are  the  tricufpid  Valves  thruft  out,  and 
more  clofely  approximated  by  the  fame  Means  ; 
and  when  the  Valves  have  had  their  greateft  Di- 
ftention,  which  is  but  fmall,  except  the  pulmona¬ 
ry  Artery  be  obftructed,  this  laft  is  then  immedi¬ 
ately  opened,  and  a  PalTage  thereby  made  for  the 
Blood  to  enter  into  the  Lungs.  In  the  mean  time, 
while  the  right  Ventricle  is  contracting,  the  vena! 
Blood  is  collected  in  the  right  Sinus  and  Auricle 
againft  its  Relaxation,  when,  deprefling  the  Valves, 
it  paflfes  into  the  right  Ventricle  by  Preflure,  its 
own  Weight  and  the  Force  of  the  fucceediog  Blood 
in  the  Veins. 

a  When  the  Heart  is  relax’d  and  receives  the 
Blood,  its  mufcular  Flefh  at  that  Inftant  appears 
intenfely  red  ,  becaufe  at  that  time  all  its  coronary 
Arteries  and  Veins  are  turgid  with  Blood,  drove 
into  them  by  the  Contraction  of  the  Aorta  :  But 
when  the  Heart  is  in  its  Syftole  or  Contraction, 
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the  Blood  before  received  into  the  Veflfels  of  its 
mufcular  Subftance  is  then  exprefled  and  difcharg- 
ed  by  the  larger  coronary  Veins,  which  open  into 
its  right  Sinus  and  Auricle  ;  and  Part  of  the  Blood 
is  alfo  exprefled  thro’  the  exhaling  Veins  which 
open  in  every  Part  of  the  right  Ventricle,  by  which 
means  the  Heart  at  that  Inftant  becomes  pale  and 
bloodlefs.  Nor  is  it  improbable,  that  the  Blood 
in  the  larger  Trunks  of  the  coronary  Arteries  re¬ 
turns  again  at  that  time  into  the  Aorta  by  their 
Orifices  which  arife  from  thence.  In  Fifh,  this 
alternate  Change  of  Palenefs  and  Rednefs  in  the 
Heart  is  very  confpicuous,  fince  they  have  but  one 
Sinus,  Auricle  and  Ventricle,  one  Vein  and  one 
Artery.  In  them  the  venous  Sinus  fir  ft  becomes 
turgid,  then  the  Ventricle,  and  then  the  Artery, 
which  is  turgid  in  its  Repletion  ;  and  at  the  fame 
Inftant  the  Sinus  alfo  becomes  turgid  and  red. 

§.  152.  By  this  Contraction  of  the  right 
Ventricle,  (§.  151.)  the  fame  Blood  is  alfo 
forced  up  againft  the  three  femilunar  Valves, 
attached  to  the  Margin  of  the  other  Aperture 
of  this  Ventricle,  in  the  Entrance  of  the  pul¬ 
monary  Artery;  and  by  prefiing  thofe  Valves 
againft  the  Sides  of  their  Artery,  forces  itfelf  a 
Paflage  into  that  Veflel  only. 

§.  153.  But  fuch  is  the  Structure  and  Con¬ 
nection  of  thefeValves,  (§  1 52.)  that  it  is  evident 
they  are  fill’d  out  and  meet  together,  by  the  Re¬ 
action  of  the  Blood  in  the  pulmonary  Artery 
towards  the  right  Ventricle,  fo  as  to  intercept 
its  Return,  fince  they  dole  more  exactly,  as 
the  Blood  endeavours  to  return  more  forcibly. 
But  at  the  fame  time  that  thefe  Valves  are 

{hut 
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(hut  and  diftended  by  the  Blood  in  the  pul¬ 
monary  Artery,  they  are  alfo  then  fupported 
on  the  other  Side  by  the  Blood  drove  out  of 
the  venous  Sinus  into  the  Cavity  of  the  Ven¬ 
tricle;  by  which  means  they  are  prelerved 
from  being  broke  or  over- {trained  by  the  Re- 
pulfe  of  the  Blood  urged  by  the  Contraction  of 
the  pulmonary  Artery. 

§.  1 54.  All  this  (§.  1 5 1  to  1 54.)  is  proved 
not  only  from  the  Structure  of  the  Parts,  but 
alfo  by  Obfervation  in  living  DilTeCtions,  with 
Arteriotomy  and  InjeCtious. 

§.  155.  It  therefore  follows  from  hence, 
that  the  venal  Blood  coming  from  all  Parts  of 
the  Body,  (§.  146.)  continually  pafies  with  a 
quick  and  ftrong  Motion  out  of  the  venous  Si¬ 
nus,  thro’  the  right  Auricle  and  Ventricle,  into 
the  pulmonary  Artery  alone. 

§.  156.  In  the  next  place  the  Blood  pafies 
from  the  Artery  into  the  pulmonary  Vein, 
and  left  venous  Sinus,  formed  by  the  meeting 
of  the  four  large  Branches  of  that  Veflel ;  by 
the  mufcular  Fabric  of  which  Sinus  the  Blood 
is  thence  prefled  into  the  relaxed  Cavity  of  the 
left  Auricle,  which  is  much  lefs  than  the 
right,  tho’  it  has  the  fame  Structure  and  Pofi- 
tion.  From  the  Auricle  it  pafies  (§.  148.)  in¬ 
to  the  left  Ventricle,  when  relaxed;  into 
which  it  may  readily  enter  by  its  two  mitral 
V alves  having  the  fame  Mechanifm  as  the  tri- 
cufpids  before,  (§.  14 9,  150.)  which  alfo  pre¬ 
vent  it  from  returning  back  the  fame  way, 
(§•  iji-) 

As 
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As  the  left  Ventricle  contradls  with  a  much 
greater  Force  than  the  right,  and  exerts  propor¬ 
tionally  a  ftronger  Preffure  againfb  the  Valves  to 
fhut  them  when  it  protrudes  the  Blood  into  the 
Aorta,  there  was  here  no  need  of  three  V al ves  at 
the  Entrance  of  the  pulmonary  Vein,  two  being 
fufficient,  which  have  a  narrow  opening  into  the 
left  Ventricle,  like  a  Slit ;  to  clofe  which  with 
the  greater  Refiftance,  when  the  Heart  contradls, 
the  membranous  Sides  of  the  Valves  are  wrapped 
over  each  other,  and  form  as  it  were  a  double 
Partition. 

§.  157.  The  Blood  protruded  into  the  Aor¬ 
ta  by  the  right  Ventricle,  is  determin’d  ftrait 
forwards  in  that  Veffel  by  the  three  femilunar 
Valves  1  placed  at  its  Entrance,  (as  §.  152, 
153,  154.)  and  this  more  efpecially  when  the 
Artery  contradls,  at  which  time  the  Blood  re- 
adting  on  the  Valves,  clofes  them  very  exadl- 
ly.  But  what  has  been  hitherto  faid,  relates 
to  the  Courfe  of  the  Blood  in  Adults,  and 
thofe  of  our  Species  who  breathe  in  the  ufual 
manner:  As  to  its  Circulation  in  the  Foetus, 
fee  §.  680,  &  feq . 

2  Which  have  been  alfo  denominated  Sigmoide, 
From  their  Refemblance  to  the  old  Sigma  of  the 
Greeks ,  which  was  fhaped  like  our  Roman  C. 

§.  158.  Hence  it  is  evident,  that  all  the 
Blood  of  the  pulmonary  Artery  paffes  by  the 
Vein  into  the  left  venous  Sinus,  thence  into 
the  left  Auricle  and  Ventricle,  and  thence  in¬ 
to  the  Aorta ;  and  thus  continually,  with  a 
ftrong  and  fwift  Motion. 


At 
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At  that  Inftant  when  the  right  Ventricle  of  the 
Heart  is  con  traded,  it  does  not  admit  any  of  the 
Blood  from  the  Cava  *,  it  mu  ft  then  be  accumula¬ 
ted  there,  fo  as  to  fill  the  right  Sinus  and  Auri¬ 
cle,  as  it  alfo  muft  in  the  left  Sinus  and  Auricle : 
But  when  the  Ventricles  of  the  Heart  are  relaxed 
by  the  Depletion  of  their  coronary  Arteries,  and 
Compreffure  of  their  Nerves,  the  contradile  Force 
of  the  venous  Sinus’s  which  they  continually  ex¬ 
ert,  will  then  overcome  the  Reftftance  of  the 
Heart,  which  as  a  relaxed  Mufcle  will  be  no 
more  than  its  Weight;  and  thus  the  Ventricles 
will  be  filled  with  the  Blood  that  was  till  then 
collecting  in  the  Sinus’s.  At  the  fame  Inftant  of 
Time  that  the  Ventricles  are  thus  filling,  the  co¬ 
ronary  Arteries  will  be  alfo  filled  by  the  Aor¬ 
ta  ;  and  wherf  the  Aorta  and  pulmonary  Artery 
are  contraded,  or  at  reft,  the  cardiac  Nerves  will 
be  then  free  from  Prefture,  the  two  Caufes  of  Mo¬ 
tion  in  the  Heart  will  be  thus  renew’d,  and  its 
former  Contradion  muft  follow.  Hence  the  per¬ 
petual  Motion  of  the  Heart. 


§.  159.  This  Motion  or  Courfe  of  the  Blood 
before  defcribed,  may  be  diftinddy  obferved 
in  living  DiJJeElions  1,  and  is  in  them  attended 
with  the  following  Phenomena. 

1.  Both  the  venous  Sinus's  are  filled,  be- 
come  turgid  and  red  at  one  and  the  fame 
time  5  and  fo  are  both  the  Auricles. 

2.  Both  the  Auricles  become  flaccid  at  the 

fame  Inftant,  and  fo  do  alfo  the  two  venous 
Sinus's. 

3.  In  the  very  Moment  that  the  Auricles 
become  flaccid,  they  are  then  fill'd  with 
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Blood,  by  the  Impulfe  of  that  in  the  Veins, 
together  with  the  mufcular  or  contractile 
Force  of  the  venous  Sinus’s 

4.  At  the  very  Inftant  when  the  Auricles 
are  thus  fill’d,  both  the  Ventricles  of  the  Heart 
contract  themfelves  at  one  and  the  fame 
Time ;  in  which  ACtion  they  become  pale, 
and  difcharge  their  contained  Blood  into  the 
two  large  Arteries,  which  are  thus  filled  and 
dilated. 

5.  The  Moment  after  this  ConftriCtion  of 
the  two  Ventricles,  they  become  empty  and 
flaccid,  are  elongated  2  and  enlarged,  and  ap¬ 
pear  red. 

6.  The  laft  Appearances  are  no  fooner  ob- 
ferved,  but  the  two  Auricles  and  mufcular 
venous  Sinus’s  contract  with  a  mufcular  Force ; 
by  which  they  difcharge  their  contained  Blood  * 
into  the  empty  Ventricles  of  the  Heart,  and 
in  this  ACtion  the  Auricles  look  pale. 

7.  In  the  mean  time  the  venous  Sinus’s  will 
be  again  filled,  and  then  the  Auricles,  as  we 
firft  obferved  :  and  in  this  Order  will  all  the 
forementioned  Appearances  return  again,  and 
be  continued  in  the  fame  Series,  till  the  lan¬ 
guishing  Animal  is  near  dead  4. 

8.  But  when  Death  approaches,  the  Auri¬ 
cles  and  venous  Sinus’s  beat  feveral  times  to 
one  Contraction  of  the  Ventricles  S,  At 
length,  the  left  Ventricle  firft  ceafes  to  move, 
and  then  its  Auricle ;  afterwards  the  right 
Ventricle  is  ftill,  and  laft  of  all  the  right  Au¬ 
ricle.  The  Animal  is  now  dead,  after  which 

we 
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we  find  the  left  Ventricle  empty,  but  the  right 
V  entricle  always  full  of  Blood. 


1  Thefe  Appearances  are  heft  remarked  in  the 
Diffection  of  young  Whelps  or  Kidins,  foon  after 
their  Birth  ;  becaule  thefe  live  much  longer  with¬ 
out  Breathing,  after  the  Thorax  and  Pericardium 
have  been  open’d. 

4  Injecting  the  Heart  with  warm  Water  fills  its 
Ventricles,  and  renders  them  longer;  but  upon 
prefilng  the  Apex  of  it  towards  the  Bafis,  the 
Water  pafifes  out  into  the  Arteries. 

3  This  Force  is  equal  to  that  with  which  the 
Heart  impells  the  Blood  into  the  Arteries ;  other- 
wile,  if  the  Force  was  but  little  lefs,  the  Blood 
v/ould  return  more  flowly  to  the  Heart,  which 
would  confequently  fend  it  more  flowly  into  the 
Arteries  ;  and  this  fmall  Difference  increafing  eve¬ 
ry  Minute,  there  would  at  laft  be  no  Blood  im- 
pelPd  into  the  Heart,  which •  would  therefore 
ceafe  to  move. 

4  Upon  wounding  the  carotid  Artery  of  a  living 
Dog,  the  Blood  fpouts  forth  like  the  Jet  of  a 
Fountain  ;  but  growing  gradually  weaker,  it  at  ' 
length  Harts  out  only  at  Intervals,  till  at  laft  the 
Flux  totally  ceafes.  In  this  State  the  Heart  of 
the  expiring  Animal  is  found  ftill  and  contracted, 
yet  the  Auricles  continue  to  beat  or  contract 
weakly  and  at  longer  Intervals,  till  at  length  the 
Ventricles  being  filled,  the  Heart  with  a  hidden 
Start  contracts  itfelf  again  *,  but  this  Syftole  being 
over,-  the  Fleart  remains  flaccid  and  without  Mo¬ 
tion  for  a  Minute  or  two,  and  as  long  an  Interval 
paffes  before  the  Animal  breaths :  Thus  the 
Heart  continues  longer  and  longer  at  reft  each 
time,  till  there  is  Blood  enough  accumulated  in 
the  Sinus’s  and  Auricles  to  overcome  the  Refift- 

D  2 


ante 


36  Circulation  of  the  Bkod.  §  1 5  9, 

ance  of  the  Ventricles.  At  length  the  mufcular 
Force  of  the  right  Ventricle  becomes  too  weak 
to  overcome  the  Refiftance  of  the  Lungs,  and 
therefore  contracts  no  more,  which  makes  the 
Death  of  the  Animal.  But  even  after  this  the 
Blood  continues  to  move  towards  the  Heart  in 
the  Veins,  being  propelled  by  the  Contraction  of 
the  Veftels  a  (lifted  by  the  Cold,  which  follows 
Death.  At  laft,  the  right  Ventricle  being  dead, 
the  Auricle  only  palpitates ;  and  when  that  is 
ftill,  there  only  remains  a  fmall  Motion  for  a 
Time  in  the  Cava  near  the  Heart. 

5  It  has  been  long  ago  obferved,  that  the  Mo¬ 
tion  of  the  Auricles  in  the  Heart  remains  after 
that  of  the  Ventricles  ;  and  the  Fact  is  alfo  de- 
monftrable  to  the  Eye  by  opening  the  Thorax  of 
a  living  Animal.  But  what  is  more  extraordina¬ 
ry,  both  the  Auricles  and  Ventricles  of  the  Heart 
may  be  reftored  by  Art  to  their  former  Con¬ 
tractions  even  after  they  have  cealed  to  move,  or 
when  the  Animal  is  really  dead.  Thus  Peyerus 
and  IFepfer  demonftrate,  that  by  blowing  into  the 
thoracic  Duct,  or  into  the  Vena  Cava,  fo  as  to 
urge  forward  the  Blood,  the  Heart  of  the  dead 
Animal  will  by  that  means  renew  its  Contracti¬ 
ons  ;  as  it  alfo  will  barely  by  prefling  hard  on  the 
Thorax,  tho’  the  Spectators  might  imagine  this 
to  have  the  contrary  Effect.  This  feems  to  have 
been  the  Cafe  with  the  great  Vefalius ,  who  was  ba- 
nifhed  for  opening  a  Spanifh  Nobleman  before  the 
Fleart  had  done  moving.  So  that  if  the  Heart 
deferves  the  Title  of  ultimum  moriens ,  the  right 
Ventricle  and  Auricle  are  the  mod  deferving  of  it, 
as  they  move  longer  than  the  left;  but  the  Cava 
laft  of  all.  Nor  is  it  at  all  ftrange  that  the  right 
Ventricle,  which  is  the  weakeft,  fhould  move 
longer  than  the  left ;  for  Refpiration  ceafing, 

the 
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the  Blood  cannot  pafs  thro’  the  Lungs  to  fill 
the  left  Ventricle,  tho5  the  right  be  at  the  fame 
time  plentifully  fupplied  :  for  which  Reafon  we 
uiually  find  in  People  who  die  fuddenly,  that 
upon  opening  them,  the  right  Ventricle  is  full  of 
Blood,  while  the  left  is  empty. 

§.  160.  From  what  has  been  faid,  it  there* 
fore  appears  that  all  the  Blood  returning  from 
every  Part  of  the  Body,  (as  well  external  as 
internal,  not  excepting  that  of  the  Heart  it* 
felf  and  its  Auricles)  is  drove  into  the  right 
Ventricle  of  the  Heart,  out  of  which  it  is 
forced  thro’  the  Lungs  into  the  left  Ventricle, 
and  from  thence  by  the  Arteries  thro*  every 
individual  Part  of  the  Body,  from  whence  it 
returns  by  the  Veins  to  the  Heart  again. 
This  is  the  uninterrupted  Courfe  of  the 
.blood’s  Circulation  *,  the  Glory  of  which 
Difcovery,  with  the  Proofs  and  Explanation 
of  it  at  large,  is  due  to  the  immortal  Name 
of  Dr.  Harvey  2 ;  the  Truth  of  which  Cir¬ 
culation  is  alfo  confirmed  by  Injections  3 , 
rframfufiom  4,  and  even  to  the  Eye  itfelf  by 
the  Micro] cope  S . 

1  We  have  hitherto  demonftrated  a  threefold 
Humour  returning  to  the  Heart,  viz.  the  venal 
Blood,  the  Chyle  poured  into  it  by  the  thora¬ 
cic  Dud,  and  the  feveral  Juices  abforbed  by  the 
bibulous  Duds  throughout  the  Body,  which  lead 
to  the  Veins.  This  mixt  fluid  of  the  Veins  is 
received  into  the  right  Ventricle  of  the  Heart, 
which  forces  it  into  the  Lungs  and  thence  into 
|he  left  V  entricle,  which  propels  It  thro5  all  Parts 
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of  the  Body  by  the  Arteries.  As  the  Truth  of 
this  Syftem  is  iounded  on  Experiments,  by  which 
we  are  let  into  the  Bofom  of  Nature,  let  us  grate¬ 
fully  acknowledge  to  whom  we  owe  the  fir  ft  Re¬ 
velation  of  this  important  Truth.  The  Syftem 
of  the  ancient  Phyficians  is,  “  That  the  Blood 
“  paffes  from  the  Heart  as  well  by  the  Veins  as 
<c  the  Arteries,  the  nutritious  Part  of  it  by  the 
<c  former,  and  the  more  fpirituous  by  the  latter  *, 
“  but  that  nothing  returns  to  the  Heart  more 
“  than  a  Chyle,  abforbed  by  the  mefenteric 

Veins,  and  by  them  conveyed  to  the  Liver, 
“  where  it  is  fir  ft  concodled  and  puts  on  the 
“  Nature  and  Colour  of  Blood,  before  it  goes 
“  to  the  Heart.” 

a  Hippocrates  has  had  the  Honour  given  him  of 
knowing  the  Circulation,  firft  by  Riolan ,  and  then 
by  Drelincourt  and  others  •,  but  it  is  certain,  that 
if  he  underftood  the  Blood’s  Motion,  he  has  ex- 
preffed  himfelf  fo  unintelligibly  about  it,  that  his 
acuteft  Interpreter,  Galen ,  did  not  thence  fo  much 
as  fufpeft  that  the  Blood  had  a  circulating  Courfe. 
But  we  are  well  allured,  that  the  firft  Author  who 
taught  “  that  the  Blood  of  the  Vena  Cava  did 
4C  not  pafs  thro’  the  Septum  Cordis  into  the  left 
6C  Ventricle,  but  that  it  arrived  thither  by  a  long 
“  Courfe  thro5  the  Artery  and  Vein  of  the  Lungs,55 
was  one  Michael  Servetus ,  a  Spanijh  Phyfician,  in 
his  very  fcarce  Book,  Be  Erroribus  Trinitatis ,  pub- 
Jifh’d  at  Baftl  in  the  Year  1531.  The  fame  thing 
was  loon  after  propofed  by  Columbus  in  a  manner 
fo  much  alike,  that  one  of  them  feems  to  have  ta¬ 
ken  it  from  the  other.  After  thefe,  Caefalpinus 
had  much  the  fame  Notion,  and  alfo  imagined 
that  the  Veins  did  not  convey  the  Blood  from, 
but  to  the  Heart.  All  thefe  feem  to  have  had 
a  diftant  View  of  the  Blood’s  true.  Courfe,  but  in 

part 
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part  only ;  fo  that  as  they  did  not  under  (land  or 
explain  the  whole,  and  confirm  it  by  fufficient 
Proofs,  the  great  Harvey  has  ftill  a  juft  Title  to 
the  Invention  or  Difcovery  :  for  by  an  Inventor  we 
under  (land  one,  who  is  not  only  acquainted  with  the 
Thing  he  propofes,  but  who  alfo  demonftrates  or 
explains  the  fame,  fo  that  all  Men  of  Learning 
may  be  convinced  of  and  comprehend  it ;  but  this 
was  firft  done  by  Dr.  Harvey  only,  who  has  fup- 
ported  his  Syftem  with  innumerable  Experiments, 
and  has  by  that  means  given  more  Light  into  all 
the  Branches  of  Phyfic  than  we  have  ever  receiv'd 
from  any  other  anatomical  Difcovery.  We  are 
even  bound  to  acknowledge  the  high  Merits  of  this 
great  Man,  to  whom  we  all  owe  a  profound  Ve¬ 
neration  ;  becaufe  it  is  upon  his  Syftem  only,  that 
we  can  obtain  any  juft  Notions  either  in  the  Theory 
or  Practice  of  Phyfic,  which  have  by  this  means 
been  purged  from  Fidion,  and  founded  on  the  true 
Bafis,  which  is  equal  to  the  Dignity  of  the  Profef- 
fion. 

3  In  1656,  Wren  and  Lower  firft  injeded  Li¬ 
quors  into  the  Veins  of  Animals ;  fince  which  time 
we  have  had  various  medicinal  Liquors  injeded 
into  the  circulating  Blood  of  Men,  which  have 
produced  the  very  fame  Effeds  throughout  all  the 
Veffels  of  the  Body,  as  if  a  larger  Dofe  of  the  fame 
Medicine  had  been  taken  inwardly. 

4  In  1658,  Dr.  Hen/haw  difcover’d  a  Method 
of  transfuftng  the  arterial  Blood  of  one  Animal  in¬ 
to  the  Veins  of  another  *,  which  Experiment  was 
afterwards  improv’d  and  publifh’d  by  Dr.  Lower , 
(de  Corde )  Ann.  1665.  The  Blood  of  the  emittent 
Animal  being  hereby  exhaufted,  it  expires,  while 
the  Recipient  continues  alive  and  well.  To  do 
this,  let  two  Dogs  be  tied  down  near  each  other 
upon  the  fame  Table  ;  then  denudate  and  tye  the 
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carotid  Artery  of  one,  and  the  crural  Vein  of  the 
other,  and  after  making  an  Incifion  in  the  Carotid 
betwixt  the  Heart  and  Ligature,  infert  a  Tube, 
whofe  other  End  is  to  pafs  by  an  Incifion  into  the 
crural  Vein  of  the  other ;  and  thus  the  Blood  will 
pafs  into  the  Veins  of  the  laft  Dog,  till  the  firft 
expires.  This  Experiment  feems  to  have  been  firft 
hinted  by  Libavius  }  and  tho’  Dr.  Lower  was  un¬ 
doubtedly  before-hand  with  Monf.  Denis  in  the 
T rial  of  it  on  Brutes,  yet  the  French  firfl  tried  the 
Transfufion  on  Men.  The  Experiment  was  foon 
received  with  great  Applaufe  both  thro*  France  and 
England ,  and  great  things  were  expeded  from  it 
in  the  Cure  of  Difeafes,  and  the  Recovery  of 
Youth,  fince  they  cou’d  now  convey  the  Blood  of 
a  found  and  young  Animal  into  a  Man  that  was 
old  or  difeafed,  and  by  that  means  procure  the  Lon¬ 
gevity  talked  of  by  the  Alchemifts  from  their  E- 
lixir  or  Stone.  But  in  a  little  time  all  thefe  Ex¬ 
peditions  difappear’d,  and  the  Experiment  was 
prohibited  to  be  made  on  Men  by  the  public  Law. 
For  a  SwediJJj  Nobleman  being  given  over  by  his 
Phyficians  in  an  ardent  Fever,  one  of  them  was 
willing  to  take  the  Advice  of  Hippocrates ,  to  make 
Trial  of  an  uncertain  Remedy  in  a  defperate  Cafe. 
Accordingly  an  Exchange  is  made,  by  Transfufi¬ 
on,  of  a  few  Ounces  of  the  Patient’s  Blood  for  a 
Quantity  of  that  from  a  found  Animal  j  the  Ex¬ 
periment  fucceeds,  and  the  Patient  is  much  better, 
infomuch  that  Transfufion  becomes  efleem’d  and 
admir’d  by  the  whole  Court  of  France  \  it  muff 
therefore  be  repeated,  fince  the  Patient’s  Blood 
does  not  yet  move  flow  enough  :  But  very  unfor¬ 
tunately  the  noble  Patient  expires  even  in  the  Ex¬ 
periment,  and  becomes  a  Vidim  to  the  Curiofity 
of  Phyficians.  Hereupon  Transfufion  comes  into 
Pifgrace,  is  prohibited  by  Parliament,  and  meets 

with 
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with  fuch  univerfal  Negled,  that  at  prefent  we  hear 
not  the  lead  Talk  of  it. 

5  The  Blood’s  Circulation  was  difcover’d  to  the 
Eye  by  the  Microfcope  in  1661,  by  Malpighi  and 
Lewenboec.  The  latter  faw  it  pafs  out  of  the 
fm ailed  Arteries  into  the  continuous  Veins,  But 
the  old  Gentleman  was  fo  infatuated  or  milled  by 
his  Expei  iment,  that5  contrary  to  every  body’s 
Opinion,  he  thought  the  Veins  had  a  Fulfation, 
and  that  the  Arteries  had  none.  This  Error  feems 
to  have  arofe  from  the  retrograde  Courfe  of  the 
Blood  in  many  of  the  evanefcent  Arteries,  as 
fome  of  their  Anadomofes  contradl  and  are  ob- 
ftrufted  in  the  dying  Animal,  fo  that  the  Blood 
moving  the  fame  way  both  in  Arteries  and  Veins, 
has  made  me  fometimes  look  feven  or  eight  Mi¬ 
nutes  without  being  able  to  didinguilh  one  from 
the  other. 

§.  16 1.  It  alfo  follows  that  the  Chyle, 
(§•  iz60  being  continually  preffed  in  a  finall 
Quantity  thro’  the  thoracic  Dudl  (§.12  5.),  will 
fo  far  open  the  Valves  in  the  fubclavian.Vein, 
(§•  I24 •)  which  are  always  kept  fhut  by  the 
oppofite  Preflure  of  the  Blood)  as  to  admit  a 
Quantity  of  Chyle,  which  by  its  Weight  is 
able  to  overcome  the  Refiftance  of  the  Blood 
in  the  fame  Vein,  thro’  which  it  will  defcend, 
together  with  the  Blood,  into  the  Cava  and  its 
Sinus,  and  thence  into  the  right  Auricle  and 
Ventricle. 

_§•  *62.  The  Chyle  being  plentifully  diluted 
with  the  returning  Lymph,  and  thus  continu¬ 
ally  mixing  in  a  fmall  Quantity  with  theBlood, 
gnd  that  running  together  from  theVeins  in  op¬ 
pofite 
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pofite  Directions  *,  does  not  only  preferve  them 
from  coagulating  in  the  Cava,  but  makes  the 
firft  Mixture  of  the  Blood  and  Chyle  there. 

1  The  right  and  lefc  fubclavian  Vein  open  into 
the  Cava  in  oppofite  Directions ;  fo  that  the  Blood 
of  the  right  fubclavian,  which  has  none  of  the 
Chyle,  mixes  with  the  oppofite  Stream  of  the  left 
Subclavian,  charged  with  the  Chyle.  About  the 
fame  Part  the  jugular  Vein  alfo  opens  after  it  has 
defended  perpendicularly,  and  conveys  the  Blood 
diluted  with  all  the  Lymph  feparated  in  the  Parts 
of  the  Head,  and  with  the  moift  Vapours  which 
part  the  dura  Mater  and  pia  Mater  from  each 
other,  and  the  latter  from  the  Brain  itfelf.  Thus 
the  Blood  meeting  from  the  Veins  in  oppofite  Di¬ 
rections  occafions  an  intimate  Mixture.  And  in  the 
way,  before  the  Blood  of  the  Vena  cava  paffes  to 
the  Heart,  it  meets  with  that  of  the  Vena  azygos, 
which  afends  thro’  the  whole  Thorax ;  from  all 
which,  and  many  more  Veins  of  different  Courfes, 
the  fuperior  Trunk  of  the  Cava  receives  its  Blood 
before  it  paffes  to  the  right  Auricle  and  Ventricle 
of  the  Heart. 

§.  163.  The  Blood  and  Chyle  being  in  the 
next  place  drove  into  the  furrow’d  Cavity  of 
the  Auricle,  is  there,  by  its  forcible  Contracti¬ 
on,  and  the  oppofite  Concuffions  of  its  muf* 
cular  Columns  on  every  Side,  Bill  more  inti¬ 
mately  mixed,  divided  and  render’d  Fluid  *, 
alfo  the  Mixture  and  Fluidity  is  render’d  {till 
more  perfeCt  by  the  Occurfion  of  the  little 
Blood  that  jlips  thro  the  Auricle  2,  together 
with  the  Blood  returned  into  the  Cavity  of  the 

Auricle 
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Auricle  from  the  Subftance  of  the  Heart  by  the 
coronary  Veins ;  which  laft  is  doubtlefs  dis¬ 
charged  with  a  confiderable  Force,  and  ren¬ 
der'd  very  fluid  by  the  mufcular  Contradlion. 

1  The, Blood  of  a  healthy  Perfon  coagulates  into 
a  folid  Cake  barely  by  {landing  {till  a  little  while  ; 
but  when  the  Auricles  of  the  Heart  contrad,  the 
Blood  in  the  adjacent  Veins  and  their  Sinus’s  mult 
of  neceflity  flop,  and  wait  till  the  Auricles  are  re¬ 
laxed,  and  till  more  Blood  fucceeds  from  the 
Veins  :  the  Blood  of  the  large  V eins  is  therefore  in 
the  greateil  Danger  of  coagulating,  if  that  was 
not  prevented  by  a  plentiful  Dilution  with  Lymph  ; 
and  by  the  Concuffion  of  the  Auricles,  which  having 
a  rough  Surface,  do  by  their  mufcular  Columns 
attenuate  the  Blood,  and  blend  it  with  the  Chyle. 

a  It  is  not  probable  that  all  the  Blood  which  en¬ 
ters  from  the  Sinus’s  into  Ventricles  of  the  Heart, 
is  firfl  retained  in  and  fent  thither  by  the  Auricles; 
for  in  the  left  Auricle  there  is  not  room  enough 
to  hold  all  the  Blood  which  comes  from  the  Lungs  ; 
and  therefore  it  is  probable,  that  when  the  Auricle 
lends  its  Blood  in  the  Ventricle,  fome  Part  of  the 
Blood  will  then  flip  from  the  Sinus  diredly  into 
the  Ventricle,  without  being  at  all  retained  in  the 
Auricle.  The  Quantity  of  Blood  which  thus  flips 
thro*  the  Auricle  from  the  venous  Sinus  into  the 
right  Ventricle,  does  not  feem  to  be  more  than  a 
tenth  Part  of  what  the  Auricle  will  contain,  be- 

caufe  the  Proportion  of  the  Sinus  to  the  Ventricle 
is  not  larger. 

3  All  the  Blood  of  the  Heart  itfelf  is  difcharged 
by  the  coronary  Veins,  either  into  the  Sirius'5  of 
the  Cava,  the  right  Auricle,  or  elfe  the  rightVen- 
tricle.  .  But  this  Blood  is  more  agitated,  warm 
and  fluid  than  that  of  any  other  Part ;  and  there¬ 
fore 
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fore  it  may  render  the  other  Blood,  with  which  it 
mixes  in  the  Auricle,  more  thin  and  fluid  than  it 
otherwife  would  be. 


§.  164.  But  what  Alteration  or  Impreffion 
is  made  on  the  Blood  and  Chyle  by  the  Aftion 
of  the  Heart,  can  be  underftood  only  from  the 
Structure  of  that  Organ  and  the  Nature  of  the 
Blood ;  in  our  Enquiry  after  which,  we 
ought  to  rely  only  upon  folid  Experiments, 
fiich  as  we  fhall  prefen tly  mention,  fince  the 
Subjedt  has  afforded  much  Controverfy,  and 
feveral  Hypothefes  L 

1  The  Opinion  of  the  Ancients  was,  that  the 
Blood  paired  from  the  Liver  into  the  right  Ven¬ 
tricle  of  the  Heart  *,  and  that  from  thence  it  went 
in  part  into  the  pulmonary  Artery  to  nourifh  the 
Lungs,  and  that  the  other  Part  tranfuded  thro5  the 
mufcular  Septum  of  the  Heart  into  the  leftVentricle, 
where,  mixing  with  the  vital  Spirit  from  the  Lungs, 
it  became  arterial  Blood.  And  in  the  laft  Centu¬ 
ry  the  Chemifts  and  Followers  of  Sylvius  de  le  Boe 
fuppofed  the  Blood  in  the  Heart  of  an  alkaline  Na¬ 
ture,  and  that  it  fermented  with  the  other  Blood, 
which  abounded  with  an  acid  Chyle  and  pancreatic 
Juice.  Cartefius  fuppoled  the  Blood  to  enter  the 
Heart  by  a  Drop  at  a  time,  which  by  intenfe  Heat 
fo  rarifled  as  to  diflend  the  Heart,  and  then  ran 
out  boiling  into  the  Lungs  to  be  cooled. 

§.  165.  The  Blood  contained  in  the  right 
Ventricle  of  the  Heart  of  a  faffing  Animal 
does  not  tafie  either  alkaline  1  or  acid 2,  but 
brackijh  3,  like  that  of  Sea-falt,  or  Sal-am- 
moniacum.  tow 
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1  That  healthy  Blood  is  free  from  any  alkaline 
Acrimony,  may  appear  not  only  .from  its  having 
no  fuch  Tafte,  but  alfo  from  its  giving  not  the 
lead  Pain  to  wounded  Parts,  nor  even  to  the  Eye 
itfelf,  if  dropt  into  it ;  nor  does  it  manifeft  any 
Fermentation  with  Acids,  nor  turn  the  violet-co- 
lour’d  TinCture  of  Flowers  green  as  alkaline  Salts 
do. 

a  An  acid  Acrimony  is  ftill  infinitely  more  re¬ 
mote  from  the  Blood,  fmce  its  natural  Tendence  is 
to  Putrefaction,  after  reft. 

3  This  Brackifhnefs  is  in  the  Blood  of  People 
who  eat  much  Sea-falt ;  but  in  Brutes  which  are 
not  domeftic,  it  is  almoft  infipid. 

§.  166.  If  the  Blood  be  mix’d  either  with 
Acids  or  Alkalies,  it  does  not  afford  any  ap¬ 
parent  Motion  of  Fermentation,  but  it  there¬ 
by  receives  feme  Change  in  its  Colour  1  and 
Degree  of  Fluidity.  Indeed  Oil  of  Vitriol, 
which  is  diftill’d  by  the  moft  intenfe  Fire,  and 
highly  rectified,  makes  an  Effervefcenc e  with 
the  Blood,  as  it  does  with  all  other  Liquors, 
efpecially  the  oily. 

T  With  Oleum  tart  art  per  deliauium  the  Blood 
becomes  turbid,  and  of  a  fiery  Colour ;  with  Sp> 
Salts  .Ammoniaci  it  becomes  thin  and  fluid,  and  of 
a  florid  Colour  •,  with  feveral  Sorts  of  Vinegar  it 
preferves  its  Fluidity  ;  but  with  Spirit  of  Nitre 
and  other  mineral  Acids,  it  coagulates  ;  yet  it  does 
not  produce  any  Ebullition  with  either  of  thefe  : 
and  tho5  it  will  make  an  Ebullition  with  highly 
rectified  Oil  of  Vitriol,  Vis  only  from  the  Water 
in  its  Competition,  which,  whether  alone  or  in 
any  other  Liquor,  is  moft  powerfully  attracted  by 

that 
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that  ftrong  Acid.  Some  tell  us,  that  as  both  an 
acid  and  an  alkali  is  obtained  by  diftilling  the 
Blood,  therefore  both  of  them  mull  be  naturally  in 
its  Compofition ;  whereas  they  are  both  in  reality 
the  Produce  of  the  Fire.  Others  endeavour  to 
evade  our  Argument  by  faying,  that  the  lixivial 
Salts  in  the  Blood  are  naturally  fuch  as  will  not 
ferment  with  an  Acid  :  if  fo,  how  do  they  appear 
to  be  lixivial  for  we  are  no  otherways  allured 
that  an  alkaline  Salt  exifts  in  any  Body,  but  by 
the  Phenomena  or  Effects  it  produces  therein  ; 
and  v/hen  thofe  Effects  are  not  to  be  found,  we 
muft:  reafonably  conclude  the  Caufe  or  Alkali  to 
be  abfent. 

§.  167.  The  Blood  which  ftarts  out  from  a 
Wound  in  the  pulmonary  Artery,  being  re¬ 
ceived  into  a  Veffel,  does  not  afford  any  Signs 
of  an  inteftine  Ebullition  or  Effervefcence, 
but  yields  a  fharp  and  ill-Jmelling  1  Vapour; 
and  after  ftanding  in  the  Cold,  it  congeals, 
and  then  feparates  into  two  Subfiances,  one  of 
which  is  more  compact  and  folid  than  the 
Mafs  of  Blood  itfelf,  and  the  other  is  ferous 
and  more  fluid. 

*  This  is  a  rank  Smell,  coming  betwixt  the 
Odour  of  Sweat  and  Urine,  and  which  is  hardly 
perceptible  in  the  Blood  of  an  Ox. 

§.  1 68.  If  the  Apex  of  the  Heart  in  a  living 
Animal  be  cut  off,  and  you  then  turn  it  up¬ 
wards,  you  will  perceive  the  Blood  to  be 
drove  by  the  Auricle  into  the  right  Ventricle, 
*vhen  the  firft  contracts ;  but  this  without  any 

Ebul- 
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Ebullition  or  Fermentation,  as  you  will  more 
diftindtly  perceive  towards  the  Death  of  the 
Animal.  And  all  thefe  Phenomena  (§.  165 
to  169.)  are  alfo  true  in  the  Blood  of  the  left 
V  entricle, 

§.  169.  If  a  'Thermometer  1  be  thruft  into 
the  Heart  of  a  living  Animal,  it  does  not  dis¬ 
cover  that  the  Blood  has  a  greater  Heat  there 
than  in  the  other  Vifcera.  At  which  we  need 
not  wonder  3  for  if,  from  the  Difference  of 
Velocity  and  Attrition,  the  venal  Blood  returns 
fomething  cooler  than  the  arterial,  as  they 
both  meet  in  the  Heart,  they  will  be  there  of 
the  fame  Temperature. 

Several  Experiments  of  this  Nature  were 
made  fo  early  as  1666  by  Malpighi,  Borelli ,  and 
others.  They  opened  both  the  Heart  and  the 
Limbs  of  the  lame  Dog,  and  upon  inferring  a 
Thermometer  into  the  Ventricle  and  into  the  cru¬ 
ral  .Artery,  they  found  that  both  the  Inftruments 
indicated  the  fame  Degree  of  Heat.  Thofe  who 
embraced  the  Hypothecs  of  the  Ancients,  object¬ 
ed,  that  as  the  Heart  was  univerfally  allow’d  to  be 
the  Fountain  of  Heat,  they  cou’d  not  fee  why  the 
Blood  in  that  fhou’d  not  be  hotter  than  in  the 
Limbs.  It  is  indeed  certain,  that  as  the  Blood 
moves  flower,  and  with  lefs  Attrition  in  the  Veins 
than  in  the  Arteries,  it  wou’d  be  cooler  in  the 
former  than  in  the  latter,  if  they  did  not  take  the 
fame  Courfe,  and  run  clofe  to  each  other.  And 
as  the  greatefl:  Share  of  Motion  and  Attrition  Is 
communicated  to  the  Blood  by  the  Heart  and 
Lungs,  it  wou’d  be  proportionably  hotter  in  thofe 
than  in  the  other  Vifcera,  if  it  was  not  to  commu¬ 
nicate  Part  of  its  Heat  to  the  colder  Air  in  the 

Lungs  ; 
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Lungs ;  which  Communication  of  Heat  from  the 
pulmonary  Blood  to  the  Air  is  very  readily  made 
both  from  the  Thinnels  of  the  Membrane  which 
parts  ’em,  being  ten  times  thinner  than  writing 
Paper,  and  from  its  vaft  Extent  or  Surface  within 
the  Lungs,  being  computed  more  than  the  Surface 
of  the  whole  Body.  But  as  the  external  Air  is  al¬ 
ways  colder  than  the  Blood,  it  will  by  Contact  with 
the  Lungs  become  warm  ;  fo  that  in  the  Winter 
time  it  may  be  blow’d  out  warm,  agreeable  to  the 
Fable  of  the  Satyr.  But  as  much  Warmth  as  the 
Air  gains  in  the  Lungs,  fo  much  muft  the  Blood 
lofe  there  ;  upon  which  Account,  in  a  hot  Air  we 
pant,  or  breathe  more  frequently :  that  by  oftner 
changing  the  warm  Air,  which  does  not  take  off 
fo  much  of  the  Heat  of  our  Blood,  we  may  bring 
it  to  the  fame  Temperature,  as  we  might  by  fewer 
Refpirations  of  a  colder  Air. 


% 

§.  170.  The  Tafte  of  the  Chyle  in  the  tho¬ 
racic  Dud:  is  generally  that  of  Sea- fait  or 
the  Flavour  which  was  predominant  in  the 
Aliments  2. 


1  i.  e.  When  it  has  not  the  fweet  or  milky  Tafte 
at  §.  127. 

a  Thus  the  Smell  and  Tafte  of  Onions,  Garlic, 
Afparagus,  Turpentine,  &c.  may  be  not  only  per¬ 
ceived  in  the  Chyle,  but  alfo  in  the  Nurfe’s  Milk, 
in  the  Sweat,  Urine,  &c.  even  the  Colour  and 
medicinal  Qualities  of  fome  things  are  alfo  extend¬ 
ed  in  the  fame  manner,  as  Rhubarb,  the  Machine  le 
apple,  £s? c.  and  even  Madder  tinges  the  very  Bones. 
See  Phil .  Pranf.  N°.  442,  .and  443.  Hence,  if 
ever  there  be  any  Acid  or  Alkali  in  the  Blood,  ’tis 
that  of  the  Chyle  or  Aliments  not  yet  digefted, 
and  will  be  always  too  mild  to  yield  any  Tafte  or 
Fermentation.  *  §*171. 
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§.  17 1.  The  fame  Chyle  taken  from  the 
Dinft,  and  mixed  with  Salts  of  an  oppofite 

Nature,  hardly  ever  makes  the  leaft  Ebulli¬ 
tion. 

§.  172.  If  the  lame  Chyle  be  received  into 
a  clean  Vellel,  it  is  never  oblerved  to  have  any 
Motion  of  Fermentation  or  Ebullition. 

§•  I73*.  Nor  is  any  luch  Motion  apparent 
in  it,  whilft  remaining  in  the  thoracic  Dud. 

Ii  you  open  the  Thorax  of  a  Dog,  and  clofe  the 
wounded  Veffels  with  Vitriol,  you  may  then  plain¬ 
ly  obferve  with  your  Eye,  that  the  Chyle  paffes 
thio  the  thoracic  Dud  into  the  Blood  of  the  fub- 
clavian  without  any  manner  of  Froth,  I.udus,  or 
Ebullition  either  in  the  Dud  or  Vein. 

§.  174.  Nor  does  the  Chyle  make  any  E- 
bulhtion  or  Fermentation  during  its  Stay  in 
the  tnoracic  Dud,  nor  when  it  is  drove  from 
thence  into  the  fubclavian,  nor  when  mixed 
wuh  the  Blood  in  the  Cava,  or  the  Auricle 
aiid  Ventricle  of  the  Heart. 

§•  ]75-  ^ or  does  it  appear  to  make  any 
Ebullition,  if  you  intercept  its  Courfe  by  ma¬ 
king  a  Ligature  in  the  Subclavian  betwixt  the 
v  alves  and  the  Cava. 

.  §•  J76-  And  laftly,  as  the  Chyle  is  mixed 
m  its  Courfe  with  a  vaft  Quantity  of  Lymph 
Irom  the  conglobate  Glands  (§.  105.),  which 
is  feparated  from  the  arterial  Blood,  and  pour¬ 
ed  either  into  the  Chyle  itfelf,  or  into  the  ve¬ 
nal  Blood  with  which  it  mixes,  it  will  from 
hence  follow,  that  the  Chyle  muft  be  nearly 
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homogeneous,  or  of  the  fame  Nature  with  the 
Blood  itfelf,  with  which  it  muft  therefore 
unite  fmoothly,  and  without  any  Ludtus,  as 
we  are  alfo  convinced  it  does  by  Experiments. 

Sylvius  de  le  Boey  to  fupport  his  Syftem  of  Fer¬ 
mentation  betwixt  the  Blood  and  Chyle,  taught, 
that  tho’  the  Blood  itfelf  was  not  acid,  yet  the 
Lymph  thence  feparated  became  fo  by  ftagnating 
in  the  conglobate  Glands,  and  mixing  there  with 
an  acid  Spirit  fecerned  from  the  Blood.  But,  on 
the  contrary,  (T.)  the  Lymph,  when  left  to  itfelf, 
always  turns  putrid  or  alkaline,  and  not  acid,  as 
it  ought  to  do  on  his  Principles:  And,  (2.)  the 
Chemifts  have  never  yet  produced  an  Inftance  of 
an  alkaline  Subfiance  turning  acid,  which  is  a 
Change  the  leaft  of  all  to  be  expedled  from  Stag¬ 
nation  or  Reft. 

§.  177.  it  therefore  follows,  that  there  is 
no  Fermentation  *,  Effervefcence  2,  or  Ebul¬ 
lition  3  produced  in  the  Heart,  either  from  the 
Organ  itfelf,  or  the  mixed  Fluid  which  enters 
it ;  and  therefore  we  cannot  expedt,  nor  find 
any  of  the  Effects  4  of  fuch  Motions. 

1  Fermentation  is  that  apparent  inteftine  Motion 
in  the  Parts  of  Liquors  at  Reft,  which  generates 
many  Air  Bubbles,  and  produces  an  acid  and  in¬ 
flammable  Spirit.  Thus  new  Wort  made  without 
Hops  will  ferment  to  fuch  a  degree  as  to  run  all  in¬ 
to  Froth,  which  if  confined  will  often  burft  the 
including  Veffel,  with  fo  much  Violence  as  makes 
their  Parts  fly  to  an  incredible  Diftance.  But  the 
Blood  does  not  come  into  the  Clafs  of  vegetable 
Liquors,  to  which  this  Operation  is  reftrained, 
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nor  is  there  a  Poffibility  for  it  to  ferment.  Nor 
does  it  ever  generate  Air,  even  by  its  moil  vio¬ 
lent  Commotions  in  ardent  Fevers*  ib  as  to  burfl 
its  including  Veffels. 

a  Effervefcence  is  a  Name  we  give  to  the  Nolle, 
Rarefadlion,  and  afcending  Air- bubbles,  produced 
by  mixing  two  Liquors  before  at  Reft.  That  there 
is  no  fuch  Commotion  in  the  Blood  we  are  convinc’d* 
(1.)  from  the  Abfence  of  the  Caufes,  fince  it  ne¬ 
ver  contains  oppofite  Salts  (acid  and  alkaline)  of 
that  Strength  or  Quantity  fufficient  to  make  any 
fenfible  Lublus,  (2.)  From  the  Abfence  of  the 
Effe&s,  fince  we  cou’d  never  obferve  by  any  Ex¬ 
periment,  fuch  a  Motion  in  the  Blood  either  with¬ 
in  or  out  of  its  Veffels.  It  has  indeed  been  avert¬ 
ed  by  Homier g,  and  fome  other  French  Gentlemen, 
that  there  may  be  a  latent  Effervefcence  in  the 
Blood,  not  fenfible  to  the  Eye ;  and  for  an  In- 
ftance,  that  fuch  a  latent  Effervefcence  is  poffible, 
they  bring  a  Mixture  of  Spirit  of  Nitre  with  Can- 
tharides,  in  which  we  obferve  no  Lu6tus  while  the 
Air  has  a  free  Admiffion ;  but  fo  foon  as  the  Bottle 
is  corked,  a  Commotion  arifes  in  the  Mixture,  by 
which  the  Cork  is  drove  out  with  a  cenfiderable 
Force,  and  that  even  if  the  Mixture  has  flood  by 
for  fome  Years.  In  Anfwer  to  this,  we  readily 
grant  that  there  may  be  fuch  a  Lu6lus  or  intefline 
Motion  in  the  Parts  of  the  Blood  as  is  not  fenfible, 
efpecially  if  it  flagnates  ;  but  then  it  ought  not  to 
be  termed  Fermentation  or  Effervefcence,  which  is 
a  fenfible  Phenomenon  ;  nor  do  we  allow  it  to  be 
produflive  of  the  fame  Effebls. 

3  This  is  fuch  a  Motion  in  Liquors  as  caufes 
them  to  boil  up  flrongly,  and  difcharge  great 
Bubbles  of  Air.  Such  an  Appearance  we  obferve 
in  Water  heated,  fo  as  to  raife  the  Thermometer 
above  180  Degrees,  That  there  is  no  Rich  EbuL 
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lition  of  the  Blood  in  the  Heart,  we  prove  by  Ex¬ 
periment  :  for  upon  opening  the  Thorax  of  a  Dog, 
and  inferting  your  Finger  by  an  Incifion  into  the 
Heart,  you  will  feel  a  ConftriCtion  in  its  Syflole, 
but  no  Rarefaction  or  Ebullition  ;  befides,  as  there 
are  no  productive  Caufes  of  fuch  an  Ebullition  in 
the  Heart,  and  as  its  EffeCts  would  be  fo  highly 
pernicious,  *tis  reafonable  there  fhould  be  none.  If 
you  are  pleafed  to  afTert  a  latent  or  infenfible  Ebul¬ 
lition  in  the  Heart,  we  fhall  not  contradict,  fince 
our  Concern  is  only  with  fenfible  Phenomena, 
productive  of  fenfible  EffeCts. 

4  As  the  lateft  Affertors  of  thefe  hypothetical 
Commotions  in  the  Blood,  have  been  forced  to  own 
them  latent  or  occult ;  fo  their  EffeCts  are  equally 
imperceptible  with  the  Caufes,  and  have  only  their 
Exiftence  in  a  prejudiced  Imagination. 

i 

§.178.  Nor  does  the  Warmth  1  of  the 
Heart  caufe  any  Change  in  the  Nature  and 
Motion  of  the  Blood,  nor  expel  it  from 
thence. 

1  Since  the  Heat  of  the  Heart  is  no  greater  than 
that  of  the  other  Arteries  (§.  169.),  Heat  cannot 
be  the  Caufe  which  forces  the  Blood  out  of  the 
Heart  into  the  Arteries,  according  to  the  Theory 

of  Cartefius . 

§.  179.  Nor  is  there  any  kind  of  Ferment 
in  the  Heart. 

Of  this  Opinion  was  VieuJJens ,  who  lately  re¬ 
vived  the  Cartefian  Hypothefis,  and  added  new 
Arguments  to  it.  ’Tis  fcarce  credible,  how  a  Man 
in  his  Senfes  fhould  imagine  a  Fire  or  Ferment  to 
be  contained  in  the  Cavity  of  a  tender  Mufcle,  as 

is 


§  1 8o.  Circulation  of  the  Blood.  5  3 

is  the  Heart.  Who  can  believe  that  in  the  yaoodth 
Part  of  an  Hour  is  feparated  a  liquid  Ferment  fo 
very  different  from  its  Origin  in  the  Blood  itfelf, 
that  in  the  fame  Inflant  of  Time  it  can  heat  the 
Blood,  and  change  its  Nature  •,  or  who  can  believe 
that  &ch  a  Ferment  fhould  conflandy  relide  in  the 
Heart  without  being  wafhed  out,  when  no  lefs  than 
600  medical  Pounds  of  Blood  pafs  thro’  that  Or¬ 
gan  in  the  (pace  of  an  Hour  ?  But  this  otherwife 
induftrious  Anatomift  feems  to  have  been  led  into 
the  Miflake  by  an  Experiment  which  he  thought 
argued  for  tne  Hypothecs,  viz.  That  upon  inject¬ 
ing  a  coloured  Liquor  into  the  coronary  Arteries, 
it  paffed  through  into  the  right  Auricle  and  Ven¬ 
tricle  of  the  Heart  ;  hence  he  rightly  judged  that 
the  Blood  of  thofe  Arteries  paffed  very  fwiftly  the 
fame  way,  and  by  its  Velocity  acquired  more 
Heat ;  but  then  he  was  wrong  in  thinking  that  in- 
creafed  Heat  fuflicient  to  rarify  and,  warm  all  the 
other  venal  Blood.  We  grant,  that  the  Blood  of 
the  coronary  Arteries  does  (by  that  increafed  Velo¬ 
city  and  Attrition  with  which  it  paffes  thro’  the 
Subfiance  of  the  Heart,  in  its  mufcular  Contradi- 
on;  acquire  a  greater  Degree  of  Heat,  by  which 
it  may  rendei  the  venal  Blood  with  which  it  mixes 
fomewhat  more  warm  and  fluid  ;  but  then  this 
Heat  can  never  he  fuflicient  to  propel  the  Blood, 
and  overcome  the  Refiflance  of  all  the  Arteries,  a- 
greeable  to  the  Syflem  of  Cartefius  ;  nor  yet  can 
it  produce  that  Difference  which  is  obfervable  be- 
twixt  the  arterial  and  venal  Blood. 

§.  180.  The  Caufe  therefore  which  propels 
the  Blood  out  of  the  Heart  into  the  Arteries, 
ana  from  the  Veins  into  the  Heart  again,  does 
not  refide  in  the  Blood. 
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The  Syftem  of  Cartefius  and  his  Followers  is, 
44  that  the  Blood  being  rarified  by  Heat,  rufhes 
44  out  of  the  Heart,  and  dilates  the  Entrance  of 
44  the  Artery,  in  the  fame  manner  as  when  Milk 
44  boils  up  on  the  Fire,  or  as  bottled  Ale  flies  up 
44  in  the  Air  as  foon  as  you  draw  out  the  Cork, 
46  in  which  manner  it  will  afcend  even  through  a 
54  Tube,  if  you  infert  one  in  the  Neck  of  the 
44  Bottle  ;  fo  that  the  Heart  may  be  compared  to 
44  the  Bottle,  and  the  Artery  to  the  Tube,  Cfc.” 
But  as  this  Error  has  been  long  ago  refuted,  we 
fhall  only  anfwer  in  brief,  (i.)  That  the  Blood  in 
the  Heart  does  neither  ferment,  effervefce,  nor 
make  any  Ebullition.  (2.)  That  it  is  not  expell’d 
from  the  Heart  in  its  Dilatation,  but  in  its  Con¬ 
traction  or  Syftole.  (3.)  That  if  the  Blood  hacj 
any  fuch  Motion,  it  muft  be  obfervable  to  the 
Eye,  and  afford  a  deal  of  Froth,  neither  of  which 
can  be  demonftrated. 

§.  18 1.  But  this  Caufe  (§.  180.)  oiufl  then 
be  fought  for  in  that  which  immediately  re¬ 
ceives  and  retains  the  Blood,  that  is,  in  the 
Heart  itfelf$  in  which,  in  order  to  demon- 
ftrate  it,  we  are  firft  to  make  an  accurate  Sur¬ 
vey  of  the  Subfiance,  Structure,  Motion  and 
Force  of  that  Mufcle, 
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§.  182.  HpHE  Heart,  being  every  way  at 
J[  Liberty  for  Motion,  in  a  large  % 
membranous  Receptacle,  termed  Pericardium  3, 
(which  is  accurately  clofed  on  all  Sides,  and 
firmly  attached  to  the  Throat,  Sternum,  Spine, 
and  Diaphragm  4,  either  immediately,  or  by 
the  Veffels  and  ligamentary  Proceffes  it  feqds 
forth)  and  being  alfo  moiften’d  with  a  lubri¬ 
cating  lymphatic  Liquor  5,  exprefled  from  the 
fmall  Arteries  in  the  Superficies  of  the  Heart 
itfelf  and  its  Auricles,  is  likewife  fuftained 
pendulous  6  by  its  four  great  Blood  -veflels, 
which  its  Pericardum  very  ftridtly  embraces. 
Its  Pofition  is  lengthways,  in  an  oblique  and 
almoft  horizontal  Pojlure  7,  with  its  fiat  Side 
on  the  Diaphragm ;  to  the  tendinous  or  mid¬ 
dle  Part  of  which  it  is  firmly  connefted  by  the 
Vena  cava  and  right  venous  Sinus  below ;  and 
above,  in  the  Thorax,  it  is  connected  within 
the  Duplicature  of  the  Mediajlimm  8,  and 
lodged  betwixt  the  foft  Lobes  of  the  Lungs ; 
by  all  which  means  it  avoids  too  great  a  Pre(~ 
fare  9  on  any  Side,  and  is  moft  commodioufly 
adapted  to  receive  the  Blood  from,  and  pro- 
pell  it  into  all  Parts  of  the  Body  IC\ 
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1  This  is  one  of  the  principal  Differences  betwixt 
the  Heart  and  other  Mufcles,  that  it  is  not,  like 
them,  connected  to  any  Bones,  nor  has  any  fix’d 
Point  to  a£t  upon  ;  for  the  very  Weight  which  it 
moves,  i.  e,  the  Blood,  is  the  Fulcrum  whereon 
it  a6ts,  and  which  it  difcharges,  by  an  unequal 
PrefTure,  where  it  meets  the -lead  Refiftance,  i.  e. 
into  the  Arteries.  Befides,  if  the  Heart  impinged 
againft  any  hard  Body  in  its  perpetual  Motion,  as 
it  has  been  fometimes  obferved  to  do,  in  thofe 
who  have  had  their  Thorax  too  much  contracted, 

*  the  Confequence  muff  be  a  Train  of  Difeafes,  vio¬ 
lent  Palpitations,  &c.  which  are  thus  avoided. 

1  So  large  that  it  will  contain  double  the  Bulk 
of  the  Heart,  as  you  may  be  convinced  by  the 
Experiment  of  filling  the  Pericardium  with  as 
much  Water  as  it  will  contain  without  danger  of 
burfting  *,  and  then,  if  that  Water  be  difcharged, 
and  the  Heart  taken  out,  the  Pericardium  will 
hold  twice  as  much  as  before  *,  which  Space  was 
the  more  neceffary  in  the  Pericardium,  that  the 
Heart  might  move  freely  in  it. 

5  We  know  not  of  any  Animal  whofe  Heart  is 
not  defended  with  this  Capfule  *,  even  Fifh,  who 
have  this  Organ  placed  in  their  Head,  are  furnifh* 
ed  with  a  thick,  flefhy,  and  fometimes  cartilagi¬ 
nous  Integument,  which  ferves  the  Heart  as  a  Pe¬ 
ricardium.  But  a  ligamentary  or  membranous  Re¬ 
ceptacle  is  not  peculiar  to  the  Heart  alone ;  for 
every  Mufcie  and  Tendon  has  its  Capfule,  in 
which  it  moves,  is  lubricated,  and  is  more  or  lels 
at  liberty  according  to  the  Amplitude  of  its  Mo¬ 
tion. 

4  In  Brutes  we  find  only  the  Apex  of  the  Peri¬ 
cardium  attach’d  to  the  Diaphragm  ;  but  in  the 
Ape  or  Monkey-kind  its  Connection  a  little  more 
refembles  that  of  the  human  Body,  in  which  it  lies 
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fiat,  with  its  Apex  towards  the  right  Side,  and  its 
Bafis  towards  the  Jeft ;  its  broadefl  Side  being  fo 
intimately  attached  to  the  tendinous  Part  of  the 
Diaphragm,  as  to  be  infeparable  without  Lacera¬ 
tion,  by  which  means  it  fuftains  that  broad  Mufcle, 
with  the  federal  Vi fcera  connected  pendulous  to  it; 
lo  that  the  Diaphragm  cannot  by  their  Weio-ht  be 
drawn  down  too  low  in  the  Abdomen,  Tn  our 
ereCt  Pofture. 

1  Great  has  been  the  Controverfy  among  Ana- 
tomifts,.  whether  this  Water  or  Lympha  is  always 
prefent  in  the  Pericardium  of  the  living  Animal : 
fome  affirm  that  it  ought  of  neceffity  to  be  there  in 
the  healthy  Animal,  and  others  aflert  that  it  never 
comes  there  but  by  Difeafe  or  Death.  This  Ar¬ 
gument  we  ffiall  decide  without  refuting  either 
Opinion,  as  follows  :  It  is  certain  from  Anatomy, 
that  a  good  deal  of  this  W ater  is  contained  in  the 
Pericardium  of  every  Perfon  who  dies  a  lingering 
Death  ;  and  it  is  equally  certain,  that  in  thole  who 
are  kill’d  or  die  fuddenly  there  is  little  or  none  to 
be  found.  To  account  for  this,  it  mull:  be  obfer- 
ved  that  the  Interfiices  in  the  Abdomen,  Thorax, 
and  all  other  Cavities  of  the  living  Animal,  are 
repleniffied  with  moift  Vapours,  difcharged  by  ex¬ 
haling  Arteries,  the  Exigence  of  which  in  the  Su¬ 
perficies  of  the  Heart  and  its  Auricles  is  proved  by 
Injections But  this  Vapour  will  be  difcharged 
more  plentifully  into  the  Cavity  of  the  Pericardi¬ 
um,  as  the  Membrane  of  the  Heart  is  very  thin, 
and  as  the  Blood  of  its  coronary  Arteries  is  propell’d 
very  fwiftly  and  copioufly  in  each  Syftole ;  with 
this  Moifture  the  Heart  will  be  lubricated,  and 
that  FriCtion  prevented,  which  might  inflame  and 
occafion  its  Adhefion  to  the  Pericardium.  But 
thefe  Vapours  mult  be  again  received  by  the  abforb- 
ing  Veins,  which  probably  convey  them  to  the 
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Lymphatics  obferved  by  Nucke  in  the  Heart,  or 
die  they  would  be  increafed  to  a  Dropfy,  or  be¬ 
come  putrid  and  acrid  by  (landing  ;  they  are  there¬ 
fore  returned  to  the  Blood  again  in  the  healthy  Ani¬ 
mal.  But  if  thefe  exhaling  Arteries  diicharge 
more  plentifully  than  the  Veins  abforb,  as  they 
mud  do  when  the  Heart  labours  or  palpitates  by 
Difeafe  or  Death,  thefe  V apours  will  be  then  turn¬ 
ed  to  Water,  and  this  Water  will  be  accumulated 
to  the  Quantity  in  which  we  often  find  it.  By  this 
means  alfo,  when  the  abforbing  Power  of  the 
Veins  declines,  in  chronical  Diforders,  will  be 
fometimes  produced  a  Dropfy  of  the  Pericardium  *, 
in  which  Cafe  it  has  been  found  didended  with  fe- 
veral  Pounds  of  Liquor.  But  when  a  Perfon  is 
kill’d,  or  dies  fuddenly,  the  Heart  does  not  palpi¬ 
tate  long  enough  to  exprefs  this  Moidure  in  any 
Quantity*,  and  then  the  Veins  continue  abforbing 
to  the  lad,  as  they  die  in  full  Strength.  To  con¬ 
clude,  we  may  be  fenfible  how  neceffary  this  Moi¬ 
fture  is  to  lubricate  and  feparate  the  Vifcera,  and 
efpecially  the  Heart  *,  from  the  Hidories  given  us 
by  Peyerus ,  in  which  the  Patients  were  troubled 
with  the  mod  violent  Opprefiions  and  Palpitations, 
becaufe  for  want  of  this  Moidure  the  Heart  was 
found  dry,  and  adhering  to  the  Pericardium. 

6  The  great  Blood- veffels  of  the  Heart  are  ex¬ 
tended  near  two  Inches  from  its  Bafis  before  they 
unite  with  the  Pericardium,  and  thus  join  that  to 
the  Heart.  Nor  is  the  Heart  pendulous  in  us  as 
in  Brutes  *,  for  in  the  human  Body  its  broaded  Side 
lies  fiat  upon  the  Diaphragm,  which  is  fudained 
by  the  Pericardium  and  Mediadinum,  and  imme¬ 
diately  fubfides  if  you  feparate  them. 

7  This  is  one  of  the  principal  Circumdances  in 
which  human  Bodies  differ  from  thofe  of  Brutes  \ 
for  in  thefe  lad  the  Heart  is  placed  according  to 
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the  Length  of  the  Thorax,  with  its  Bafis  next  the 
Throat,  and  its  Apex  towards  the  Diaphragm,  to 
which  its  Pericardium  is  (lightly  attached  :  But  in 
human  Bodies  the  Heart  is  placed  nearly  in  a  tranf- 
verfe  or  horizontal  Pofture,  with  its  Bafis  in  the 
right  Side  of  the  Thorax,  and  its  Apex  in  the  left, 
while  its  broadeft  and  flat  Side,  from  the  Bafis  to 
the  Apex,  lies  inclined  and  fupported  on  the  Dia¬ 
phragm.  This  is  the  true  Pofition  of  the  Heart 
in  the  human  Body,  notwithftanding  the  Figures 
in  mod  of  our  modern  Anatomifts  are  erroneous 
in  this  refpecft,  being  taken  either  from  one  ano¬ 
ther,  or  from  Brutes  ;  but  the  Figures  of  Vef alius , 
Eufiachius ,  and  Ruyfch ,  (hew  the  Heart  in  its  na¬ 
tural  Pofture.  From  what  has  been  here  faid  we 
may  refolve  the  Queftion,  why  over-eating  caufes 
a  Palpitation  of  the  Heart :  for  fince  the  Heart  is 
only  feparated  from  the  Stomach  by  the  Diaphragm, 
when  the  Stomach  is  over  diftended,  it  will  force 
up  the  Diaphragm,  and  prefs  upon  the  Heart. 
Hence  alfo  you  may  fee  how  the  Heart  comes  to 
be  prefled  up  fo  high  in  the  Thorax  of  thofe  who 
die  of  a  Dropfy  in  the  Abdomen,  and  why  it  is 
forced  (b  far  down  in  the  Abdomen  of  thofe  who 
die  of  a  Dropfy  in  the  Thorax  ;  becaufe  the  Dia¬ 
phragm,.  to  which  the  Heart  is  conne6ted  by  its 
Pericardium,  is  forced  either  way  by  the  contained 
Water. 

8  This  Partition  is  formed  above  the  Union  of 
the  two  Sacculi,  which  conftitute  the  Pleura  in 
each  Side  of  the  Thorax  :  but  as  thofe  Sacculi  of 
the  Pleura  defcend,  they  recede  from  each  other! 
and  intercept  the  Pericardium. 

9  The  abdominal  Vifcera  require  a  conftant  Pref- 
fure  and  Agitation  from  the  Mufcles  ;  they  have 
therefore  no  other  Defence  ;  the  Brain  being  with¬ 
out  any  Motion,  is  therefore  lodged  in  a  Cafe  of 

mere 
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mere  Bone  :  But  the  Heart  and  Lungs  require  to 
have  their  free  and  ample  Motion,  and  to  be  de¬ 
fended  at  the  fame  time  ;  they  are  therefore  feated 
in  a  Cafe  of  Bones  that  continually  move,  but 
keep  off  the  Preffure  of  the  ambient  Mufcles. 
The  foft  Lungs  indeed  prefs  upon  the  Heart, 
when  they  are  quite  diftended  with  Air,  but  with¬ 
out  any  Injury  to  it. 

10  If  any  one  fhou’d  afk,  why  the  Heart  is  not 
placed  in  the  Center  of  Gravity  in  the  human  Bo¬ 
dy,  that  fo  it  might  more  equally  diftribute  the 
Blood  to  all  Parts  ;  it  may  be  anfwer’d,  (i.)  That 
it  is  required  to  be  near  the  Brain,  that  it  might 
the  more  readily  fupply  Blood  to  that  Organ  by  the 
Carotids  for  all  its  Offices ;  agreeable  to  which,  we 
obferve  in  Man,  the  Elephant,  and  the  other  more 
fagacious  Animals,  that  the  Neck  is  but  ffiort. 
(2.)  It  is  placed  nearer  the  Arms  than  the  Legs,  as 
the  firft  require  greater  Supplies  to  perform  their 
various  Actions  in  Life,  which  are  much  more  no¬ 
ble,  numerous  and  frequent  than  thofe  of  the  lower 
Limbs.  (3.)  It  could  not  be  placed  in  the  Abdo¬ 
men,  becaufe  of  the  Preffure  there  *,  nor  could  it 
be  feated  any  where  diftant  from  the  Lungs,  as 
their  Commerce  in  moving  the  Blood  is  immediate 
and  inleparable  ;  for  which  reafon  it  lies  in  the 
Head  of  Fiffi,  becaufe  their  Lungs  are  there. 


§.  183.  The  two  coronary  Arteries  of  the 
Heart  arife  on  oppofite  Sides  from  the  Aorta, 
a  little  above  1  its  femilunar  Valves ;  and  pro¬ 
ceeding  in  oppofite  2  Courfes,  they  unite  and 
form  one  Canal,  which  furrounding  the 
whole  Bafis  of  the  Heart,  fends  off  nume¬ 
rous  Arteries,  which  varioufly  communicate 
with  each  other  by  Anaftomofes,  and  are  Ipenf 

in 
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in  an  infinite  Number  of  very  minute  3  Arteries, 
the  fmalleft  Series  of  which  pervade  the  whole 
Superficies  of  the  Heart  both  external  and  in¬ 
ternal,  and  pour  out  a  Liquor  in  the  Form  of 
Dew  3  fo  that  the  whole  Subftance  of  the 
Heart  feems  in  outward  Appearance  to  be 
made  up  of  Arteries  and  Veins,  ramified  in  the 
fame  Manner,  with  a  Quantity  of  Fat  4  lod¬ 
ged  betwixt  them  externally. 1 * 3 *  5 * *Tis  remarka¬ 
ble,  that  thefe  Arteries  of  the  Heart  are  in 
their  Diajiole  5  at  the  Time  when  thofe  of  all 
the  other  Parts  of  the  Body  are  in  their  Sy- 
ftole.  The  fmall  Veins  of  the  Heart  convey 
their  Blood  partly  into  the  coronary  Branches 
which  pafiing  towards  the  right  Auricle,  have 
their  chief  opening  7  betwixt  that  and  the  right 
Ventricle,  into  which  laft  they  alfo  open  by 
feveral  venal  Orifices  8,  as  well  as  into  the  Au¬ 
ricle  :  of  thefe  Veins  it  is  obfervable,  that  they 
are  empty ed  9  while  the  other  Veins  of  the  Bo¬ 
dy  are  filled. 

1  About  even  with  the  Margin  of  the  Valve 
which  is  fartheft  from  the  Heart. 

1  It  was  none  of  the  lead  Difcoveries  of  Ruyfch, 
when  he  obferved  the  two  coronary  Arteries  "met 
together  into  one,  from  whence  all  the  Branches 
are  fupplied  to  the  Subftance  of  the  Heart,  and 
by  which  means  there  is  alfo  an  Equilibrium  in 
the  Diftribution  of  the  Blood. 

3  The  celebrated  Ruyfch  was  perfuaded,  in  one 

of  his  Preparations  of  the  Heart,  that  the  ceta¬ 

ceous  Injeftion  had  palled  or  tranfuded  like  Down, 

thro5  thefe  fmall  Arteries  ;  from  whence  he  conclu¬ 

ded,  that  the  Blood  palled  thro5  them  in  the  fame 

Manner 
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Manner  in  the  healthy  Animal.  But  when  I  exa¬ 
mined  his  Preparation  by  the  Help  of  a  Micro- 
fcope  in  the  Rays  of  the  Sun,  I  oblerved  that  lit-* 
tie  Globules  of  the  Inje&ion  had  been  forced  thro* 
the  fmalleft  Arteries  and  efcaped  into  the  cellular 
Subftance,  which  invefts  the  mufcular  Fibres  of  the 
Heart.  Thefe  fmalleft  fanguiferous  Arteries  ter¬ 
minate  either  in  Veins,  or  in  lymphatic  exhaling 
Arteries,  which  difcharge  the  Water  into  the  Pe¬ 
ricardium  ;  which  Liquor  is  found  of  a  reddifh 
Colour  in  Animals  that  are  opened  after  violent 
Exercife,  as  in  Hares,  Stags,  Horfes,  (Sc,  from 
the  violent  Action  of  the  Heart  and  fanguiferous 
Arteries  forcing  fome  of  the  red  Globules  thro* 
the  ferous  or  exhaling  Arteries  *,  whence  People 
often  make  bloody  Urine  after  hard  riding  or  vio¬ 
lent  Exercife,  from  the  fame  Caufe.  Sometimes  thefe 
fmall  exhaling  Arteries  are  fo  far  dilated  as  to  tranf- 
mit  mere  Blood  itfelf,  fo  that  after  violent  Ex-‘ 
ercife  bloody  Sweats  and  Urine  have  been  obferved. 

4  A  Quantity  of  Fat  is  conftantly  found  inter¬ 
mixed  with  the  coronary  Blood- veflels  about  the 
Bafis  of  the  Heart ;  which  fometimes  abounds  fo 
much  in  Oxen  and  Swine,  which  have  been  fed  in 
the  Stall  or  kitten’d  in  the  Stye,  that  the  Blood-vef- 
fels  of  the  Heart  are  comprefted  by  the  redundant 
Fat  •,  whence  too,  thofe  People  who  have  the 
Blood-veflels  of  their  Heart  in  this  Manner  over¬ 
loaded  with  Fat,  are  of  a  fluggifh  Habit,  and  of 
dull  Intelledtuals :  fo  that  from  hence  we  may  un- 
derftand  the  Scripture  Phrafe  (Affis  xxviii.  27.) 
He  hath  fatten'd  their  Hearts ,  left  they  fljould  un¬ 
der  ft  and. 

*  The  Principal  of  thefe  opens  towards  the  left 
Side  of  the  right  venous  Sinus,  and  is  furnifhed 
with  a  Valve  at  its  Orifice,  obferved  by  Eufta- 
cbius. 
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4  But  fome  open  into  the  Vena  cava  itfelf,  juft 
before  it  enters  the  Heart ;  but  fo  that  all  the 
Blood  from  the  Subftance  of  the  Heart  arrives 
into  its  right  Ventricle,  and  mill  pafs  thro’  the 
Lungs  before  it  can  enter  the  left  Ventricle. 

’  Some  of  them  larger  than  the  reft,  and  de- 
fcribed  by  Ruyfch  others  of  them  very  final!, 
and  opening  into  the  little  Sinus’s  in  the  right 
Ventricle,  into  which  they  tranfmit  Water,  Spi¬ 
rit  of  Wine,  and  even  Wax  itfelf,  after  Inje&ion. 
Thefe .  have  been  formerly  obferved  by  Thebefms  *, 
and  Vieuffens  has  made  them  the  Seat  of  his  ima¬ 
ginary  Ferment  of  the  Heart.  All  thefe  fmall 
Veins  feem  to  arife  immediately  from  the  Extre¬ 
mities  of  the  Arteries,  without  having  any  Bibu¬ 
lous  Veins :  and  there  are  few  or  none  of  them 
that  we  can  obferve  to  open  into  the  left  Sinus  or 
Auricle. 

_  8  This  is  a  Circumftance  that  ought  to  be  par¬ 
ticularly  remembred  j  that  when  the  Heart  pro- 
pells  its  Blood  into  the  Aorta,  it  is  then  pale, 
conftringed  and  bloodlefs ;  which  is  a  manifeft 
Argument,  that  at  that  Inftant  it  does  not  receive 
any  Blood  into  its  Arteries ;  and  therefore  the 
Aorta  will  be  fill’d  when  the  coronary  Arteries 
are  emptied :  But  the  Heart,  the  Inftant  after  its 
Syftole,  becomes  relaxed,  and  the  Aorta  at  the 
fame  Time  contrafts  itfelf,  by  which  the  Blood  is 
equally  forced  every  way,  as  well  back  to  the 
V  alves,  as  forward  to  the  Branches ;  by  which 
hleans  it  will  enter  and  fill  the  relaxed  coronary 
Arteries.  Hence  it  follows,  that  as  the  coronary 
Arteries  are  not  filled  by  the  Heart,  but  by  the 
Aorta,  they  will  be  in  their  Diaftole,  when  the 
Aorta  and  all  its  other  Branches  are  in  their  Sy¬ 
ftole  ;  and  in  their  Syftole,  when  all  the  other 

od  y  are  in  their  Diaftole  »  which 

makes 
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makes  the  firft  Caufe  of  the  perpetual  Motion  of 
the  Heart.  But  the  next  Inftant  after  the  Syftole 
of  the  Aorta,  the  Heart  again  contracts  forcibly, 
and,  like  other  Mufcles,  expells  the  Blood  in  its 
Arteries ;  fo  that  by  the  fame  ACtion  of  the  Heart 
the  coronary  Arteries  will  be  emptied,  while  the 
Aorta  is  fill’d. 

9  But  as  for  the  coronary  Veins,  they  will  emit 
their  Blood  either  into  the  right  Auricle  or  Ven¬ 
tricle  into  which  they  open,  when  either  of  them 
are  relax’d. 

§.  184.  Befides  the  foremention’d  Veffels 
(§.  183.),  the  Heart  is  alfo  compofed  of  muf- 
cular  Fibres,  which  arife  from  four  circular 
€I. ’endons  J,  encompaffing  the  four  Apertures  of 
its  Ventricles ;  in  which  Tendons  moft  of  the 
Fibres  are  alfo  again  inferted.  From  thefe 
Tendons  arife,  ( i.)  a  fmall  Number  of  {lender 
Fibres,  which  are  placed  in  almoft  a  Ifrait 
Courfe  from  the  Bafis  to  the  Apex,  on  the 
Outfide  of  the  right  Ventricle,  ferving  to 
ftrengthen  and  affift  the  Contraction  of  the 
fubjacent  mufcular  Flefh  of  the  fame  Ventri¬ 
cle  in  its  Expulfion  of  the  Blood.  (2.)  Un¬ 
der  the  preceding  Fibres  of  the  right  Ventricle, 
arife  others  2  from  the  left  Side  of  the  Heart, 
which  afcending  obliquely  towards  the  right 
Side,  take  a  fpiral  Courfe,  and  terminate  in 
its  Bafis.  (3.)  Under  the  lad:  Fibres  there  are 
again  others,  which  afcend  from  the  right 
Side  of  the  Heart  round  its  left,  and  encom- 
paffing  both  V entricles,  they  rife  up  and  ter¬ 
minate  at  the  Bafis  of  the  left  Ventricle;  fo 

that 
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that  they  interred:  the  Courfe  of  the  laft  Fi¬ 
bres,  or  run  in  a  contrary  Spiral.  The  two 
laft  mention’d  Series  of  Fibres  (2  and  3.),  are 
in  common  to  both  Ventricles,  which  they 
equally  inveft;  and  by  their  contrading  in 
oppofite  Diredions,  they  ftrongly  and  equally 
conftringe  the  Heart  on  all  tides  at  one  and 
the  fame  time,  preffing  both  the  Ventricles 
againft  their  internal  Septum,  and  drawing  up 
the  Apex  towards  the  Bafts' of  the  Heart  in  the 
fame  Adion.  Thefe  Series  of  f  ibres  (2  and  3.) 
are  again  affifted  in  their  Operation  by  (4,)  an¬ 
other,  which  pafs  in  an  oblique  Curve  round  the 
former,  to  which  they  are  conneStsd  3,  ferving 
to  bind  them  together,  and  retain  them  in  their 
Places.  But  befides  thefe,  the  left  Ventricle  has 
alfo  two  other  thick  Series  of  Fibres  ^  peculiar 
to  itfelf;  the  outermoft  of  which,  lying  under 
the  former,  (2,  3,  and  4.)  afcend  fpirally  all 
round  the  left  Ventricle,  towards  the  right ; 
and  forming  Part  of  the  Septum,  they  termi¬ 
nate  in  the  Balls  of  the  left  Ventricle,  whole 
Cavity  they  entirely  furround,  and  are  all b 
confined  or  fecured  by  other  Fibres  of  their 
own,  like  thofe  at  (4.).  Finally,  (5.)  under 
the  preceding  Fibres  is  fpread  the  very  laft  Se¬ 
ries,  which  defending  in  an  oblique  fpiral 
Courfe  from  the  Balls  of  the  left  Ventricle,  to¬ 
wards  the  right  Side  of  the  Heart,  compofe 
the  internal  Subftance  of  the  left  Ventricle  ; 
and  after  compleating  the  middle  Septum  of 
the  Heart,  the  Fibres  are  fpent  in  Curves  of 
different  Lengths,  and  appear  varioully  con- 

F  torted. 
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torted.  yldd  to  the/e  5,  that  the  flelhy  Columns^  y 
and  the  fmall  Excavations  in  the  Sides  of  the 
left  Ventricle,  do  fitly  difpofe  it  for  a  very 
ftrong  and  clofe  Contraction,  as  well  by  its 
own  proper  Fibres,  as  by  thofe  in  common  to 
both  Ventricles :  while  the  other  Threads  and 
fmaller  Columns,  formed  in  either  of  the  Ven¬ 
tricles,  ferve  to  open  the  Valves  when  the 
Heart  is  dilating,  and  to  keep  them  fhut 
while  it  is  contracting. 

1  The  Margin  of  the  arterial  Aperture  in  each 
Ventricle  is  made  up  of  compact  Fibres,  formed  in¬ 
to  a  white  callous  and  perfectly  tendinous  Sub- 
fiance.  But  the  circular  Tendons  of  the  venal  Ori¬ 
fices,  tho’  pretty  firm,  are  not  fo  callous  as  the 
former  ;  but  are  more  flefhy,  and  ten  times 
weaker.  The  right  venal  Orifice  is  compofed 
from  three  Orders  of  Fibres,  (i.)  from  thofe  of 
the  Heart,  (2.)  the  Fibres  of  the  lower  Bafis  of  the 
right  venous  Sinus,  (3.)  from  the  Fibres  of  the 
right  Side  of  the  Auricle.  But  the  elliptic  Ten¬ 
don  of  the  left  venal  Aperture  is  connected  two 
thirds  to  the  left  Sinus,  and  one  third  Part  to  the 
left  Auricle.  From  the  Tendons  now  mention’d  arife 
all  the  mufcular  Fibres  in  the  Heart.  The  left 
venal  Tendon  is  ftronger  than  the  right,  and  the 
left  arterial  Tendon  ftronger  than  any  of  them. 
Thefe  Tendons  fometimes  ofiify  in  very  old  Peo¬ 
ple,  and  in  fome  Animals. 

4  Thefe  with  the  preceding  arife  from  the  Ten¬ 
don  of  the  pulmonary  Artery,  and  are  inferted  in¬ 
to  that  of  the  Aorta  *,  that  is,  from  the  whole  Cir¬ 
cumference  of  the  Back  of  the  right  Ventricle  arife 
Fibres,  which  defending  to  the  Apex  of  the 
Heart,  inveft  both  its  Ventricles  luperficialiy, 

without 
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without  touching  its  Septum ;  and  then  afcending 
obliquely,  they  make  the  third  Series  of  Fibres. 

3  For  none  of  the  Series  of  Fibres  hitherto  de- 
fcribed  are  free  from  each  other,  but  clofely  con¬ 
nected  and  bound  together  by  Fibres,  partly  muf- 
cular  and  partly  tendinous  ;  which  Connection  is 
the  more  firm,  as  the  mufcular  Fibres  of  the 
Heart  are  ftronger. 

4  Thefe  arife  from  the  Tendon  of  the  Aorta, 
and  are  inferted  into  it  again  ;  they  defcend  ob¬ 
liquely  under  the  former  Strata  to  the  Apex  of  the 
Heart,  where  they  are  contorted  into  a  ftrong 
flefhyTurbin ;  from  whence  afcending  fpirally,  they 
at  length  terminate  in  the  Orifices  of  the  left  Ven¬ 
tricle,  and  compofe  the  Jail:  Series.  Thefe  two 
Series  (4  and  5.)  belong  only  to  the  left  Ventricle, 
and  compofe  its  Septum.  If  we  cou’d  take  them 
out  from  each  other,  we  fhou’d  have  two  diilinCl 
Bags,  having  each  their  proper  Cavity.  The 
Mechanifm  of  all  thefe  Fibres  were  firfb  difcoverM 
and  reprefented  by  Lower ,  whofe  Treatife  on  the 
Heart  I  have  gone  thro5  ten  times,  and  always 
with  new  Pleafure. 

5  Suppofe  a  Man  to  have  but  one  V entricle  in 
the  Heart,  viz.  the  left,  and  let  that  be  compofed 
of  two  Series  of  mufcular  Fibres  running  in  a  fpi- 
ral  Courfe,  but  contrary  to  each  other,  from  the 
Bafis  of  the  Aorta  to  the  Apex  of  the  Heart,  and 
from  the  Apex  to  the  Bafis  again,  in  an  op  polite 
Courfe.  Suppofe  alfo  that  it  has  but  one  Vein  and 
one  Artery  ;  this  Man  would  be  in  the  Condition 
of  Frogs  and  Fifh.  If  now  another  fhorter  and 
broader  Ventricle  be  added,  formed  by  the  right 
Side  of  the  preceding  one  behind,  and  by  its  own 
Flefh  before  and  towards  the  right  Side 4  and  let  it 
confift  of  two  Series  of  fpirai  Fibres  running  in 
contrary  Directions,  and  retained  by  ftraiter  ones 

F  2  exter- 
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externally  ;  the  fpiral  ones  being  alfo  continued 
round  the  left  Ventricle  *,  you  will  then  have  that 
Ventricle  compofed  of  four  Series  of  Fibres,  and 
the  right  Ventricle  compofed  only  of  two  Orders, 
retained  by  a  few  (lender  ftraiter  Fibres.  Thus  you 
will  have  a  factitious  Machine  or  Heart,  having  its 
left  Ventricle  longer  and  narrower  than  the  right. 
Nor  ought  you  to  imagine  what  I  have  been  fay¬ 
ing  to  be  either  falfe  or  impracticable,  fince  it  is 
the  very  Courfe  taken  by  Nature,  as  Malpighi  ob- 
ferves  in  the  Chick,  in  which,  at  firft,  appears 
only  a  crooked  Tube  inftead  of  a  Heart,  which  by 
degrees  grows  into  a  Heart,  and  two  Auricles,  at 
a  Diftance  from  each  other  ;  at  length  the  two 
Auricles  conjoin,  as  the  two  Ventricles  did  on  the 
fifth  Day  of  Incubation. 

6  If  the  Heart  was  fmooth  internally,  or  if  ma¬ 
ny  of  the  mufcular  Fibres  of  the  Ventricles  did  not 
ftrike  out  and  terminate  in  mufcular  Papilla,  its 
Ventricles  could  never  entirely  empty  themfelves : 
fo  that  we  may  reckon  thefe  the  eighth  and  laft 
Series  of  Fibres,  and  which  are  not  inferted  into 
any  of  the  former  Tendons. 

§.  185.  Thefe  Fibres  (§.  184.)  arife  1  from 
the  Branches  of  the  eighth  Pair  of  Nerves, 
which  enter  the  Heart  in  a  great  Number  be¬ 
twixt  the  Aorta 2  and  pulmonary  Artery; 
from  whence  they  are  difperfed  into  the  Auri¬ 
cles  and  Ventricles,  and  conditute  their  muf¬ 
cular  Fabric,  elpecially  in  the  capacious  Ven¬ 
tricles,  which  are  of  equal  Dimenfions,  and 
thus  adapted  to  perpetual  Contractions  by  the 
conftant  and  powerful  Auction  of  their  own 
Fibres  without  impairing  their  Structure, 
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1  As  the  mufcular  Fibres  of  the  Heart  are  con¬ 
tinued  from  the  nervous,  they  therefore  contrad: 
towards  their  Origin  ;  nor  ought  any  body  to 
think  they  are  not  continued  from  the  Nerves  be- 
caufe  they  look  red,  for  that  proceeds  from  the 
Blood  in  the  fmall  VeiTels  fpent  on  them,  which 
being  wafhed  out,  they  look  pale. 

a  This  Courfe  of  the  Nerves  is  admirably  well 
delcribed  by  Lower  %  and  it  is  principally  this 
Courfe  of  them,  betwixt  the  Aorta  and  pulmonary 
Artery,  (with  what  we  faid  of  the  coronary  Arte¬ 
ries  at  §.  183.  ult.)  by  which  we  fhall  explain 
how  the  Heart  by  its  Contraction  becomes  the 
Caufe  of  its  own  Relaxation,  and  how  by  its  Re^- 
laxation  the  Caufe  of  its  Contraction  is  again  re¬ 
new’d.  For  it  mult  be  obferved,  that  a  Mufcle 
becomes  paralytic  when  it  is  deprived  of  its  arteri¬ 
al  Blood  and  nervous  Juice,  as  we  fhall  fhew  the 
Heart  is  by  its  Contraction,  sTis  certain  that 
when  the  Heart  contracts,  it  dilates  the  pulmonary 
Artery  and  Aorta,  which  will  comprefs  the  Nerves 
pafilng  into  the  Heart  betwixt  them  *,  and  the  fame 
Contraction  of  the  Heart  will  alfo  force  the  Blood 
out  of  its  coronary  Arteries  :  thus  therefore  the 
Heart’s  own  contraction  will  caufe  it  to  become 
relax’d  or  paralytic.  But  the  Heart  is  no  fooner 
relax’d  than  its  Subftance  becorqes  foft,  and  the 
two  great  Arteries  contrad  themfelves  into  a  lefs 
Diameter,  forming  a  fufficient  intermediate  Space 
to  free  the  intervening  cardiac  Nerves  from  Pref- 
fure  ;  whence  will  be  prefen t  the  firft  Caufe  necef- 
fary  to  the  Motion  of  a  Mufcle  (§.  402.  N°.  8.)  ; 
and  at  the  fame  time  the  Aorta  by  its  Contraction 
will  force  its  Blood  that  lies  next  the  Heart,  into 
the  relaxed  coronary  Arteries ;  whence  the  fecond 
Caufe  neceffary  to  move  the  Heart  (§.  401,)  ;  at 
the  very  fame  time  too  the  Ventricles  will  be  fill’d 
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with  venal  Blood  by  the  Contraction  of  the  Auri¬ 
cles,  and  hence  the  third  or  acceffory  Caufe  of  the 
Heart’s  Motion,  (§.159.  N°.  8.)  Laftly,  it  ap¬ 
pears  that  the  Nerves  of  the  Heart  arife  from  the 
Cerebellum  *,  for  if  the  Cerebrum  be  injur’d,  the 
Heart  does  not  contract  at  all  weaker  than  before  *, 
but  if  the  Cerebellum  be  wounded,  it  fuddenly  (tops. 
But  as  the  Cerebellum  has  no  Communication  with 
the  Body  but  by  the  Medulla  oblongata,  or  by  the 
Spinalis,  the  Heart  has  therefore  Nerves  from  both 
of  them  ;  fince  from  the  Medulla  oblongata  arife 
the  Intercoftal  and  eighth  Pair  and  from  the  fpi- 
nal  Medulla  arife  various  Branches,  which  unite 
with  the  Intercoftal. 

§.  186.  It  is  therefore  apparent  from  what 
we  have  advanced  (§.  184,  185),  that  the  left 
Ventricle  aCts  by  an  orbicular  Contraction  of 
its  own  Fibres,  and  the  right  Ventricle  by  a 
femi- orbicular  Contraction,  the  left  Ventricle 
being  alfo  affifted  by  the  common  exterior  Fi¬ 
bres  that  furround  both.  This  will  appear 
evidently  from  diflfeCting  the  Heart  and  view¬ 
ing  its  Structure. 

The  left  Ventricle  being  a  diftinCt  Cone  dilates 
itfelf  every  way,  and  contracts  within  its  own  Ca¬ 
vity,  fince  the  Septum  belongs  entirely  to  this ; 
but  the  right  Ventricle  is  an  Addition  only  to  the 
left,  and  contracts  itfelf  towards  the  Septum, 
which  belongs  to  the  left,  as  towards  its  fixed 
Point. 

§  187.  The  Heart  then  and  its  Auricles  are 
real  Mujcles  \  and  aCt  with  a  mufcular  Force ; 
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for  its  feveral  Series  of  Fibres  (§.  184.)  being 
Ihortned  in  their  Ailion,  will  contrail  the 
length  2  of  the  Heart,  and  increafe  its  breadth, 
alfo  at  the  fame  Time  that  they  exactly  dimi- 
nifh  or  contrail  the  Capacity  of  both  V entri- 
cles,  they  will  dilate  the  tendinous  Aperture  3 
opening  into  the  two  great  Arteries,  clofe  the 
Valves  in  the  venal  Orifices,  and  expell  their 
contained  Blood  with  a  confiderable  Force  by 
the  fame  ABion  4,  thro’  the  dilated  Orifices 
into  the  Arteries.  This  is  the  Syftole  or  vio¬ 
lent  5  Contrailion  of  the  Heart,  in  whole 
Struilure  there  feems  to  be  a  latent  and  furpri- 
zing  Propenfity  to  contrail  and  dilate  alter¬ 
nately  ;  even  fo  as  often  to  move  in  that  Man¬ 
ner  after  the  Animal  is  dead,  and  itfelf  taken 
out  of  the  Body,  and  even  after  it  has  been 
cut  in  Pieces. 

1 

1  Its  fixed  Point  is  in  the  Tendons  of  the  arte¬ 
rial  and  venal  Apertures  in  the  Bafis  of  the  Heart, 
its  moveable  Point  is  the  Apex,  and  the  Weight 
is  the  Blood,  againit  which  the  Apex  and  Sides 
ait  or  prefs,  as  againft  a  folid  Body,  which  the 
Blood  at  that  Time  refembles  in  its  Refiftance. 

1  They  incurvate  and  draw  the  Apex  of  the 
Heart  towards  its  Bafis. 

5  Their  femi-lunar  Valves  are  firmly  inferted  in¬ 
to  the  Coats  of  the  Arteries  themfelves,  next  the 
Heart ;  but  their  Margins  lie  loofe  and  fiuiluating 
from  the  Sides  of  the  Artery  towards  its  Axis : 
fo  that  when  the  Blood  comes  from  the  Heart, 
it  will  prefs  thefe  V  alves  clofe  to  the  Sides  of  their 
Artery,  whence  they  arife  ;  and  when  the  fame 
Blood  returns  again  towards  the  Heart  by  the  Con- 
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traftion  of  the  Aorta,  it  will  diflend  or  fill  out 
thefe  Valves  and  clofe  them  together.  But  while 
the  Fibres  of  the  Heart,  extended  from  the  arterial 
Orifices  to  its  Apex,  are  contracting  and  draw¬ 
ing  the  Apex  towards  the  Bafis,  the  Tendons  in 
the  arterial  Orifices  of  the  lafb  will  be  in  fome 
Degree  opened.  But  if  the  arterial  Trunks  are  too 
elaftic  or  refilling  to  the  Ventricles  of  the  Heart, 
thefe  laft  will  be  confiderably  dilated  by  the  Blood 
which  they  are  incapable  of  expelling  :  Hence  a- 
rife  Aneuryfms  of  the  Heart,  many  of  which  are 
defcribed  by  Lancifi  in  his  Treatife  on  that  Sub¬ 
ject. 

4  This  Aftion  is  performed  very  fwiftly,  fince 
in  the  Space  of  a  Second  of  Time,  or  the  fixtieth 
Part  of  a  Minute,  the  V entricles  are  both  dilated 
and  again  contracted.  But  we  ihall  not  be  much 
lurprifed  at  this  Velocity  of  the  Blood,  and  Motion 
of  the  Heart,  which  feem’d  incredible  to  Riolan , 
if  we  confider  the  great  and  inconceiveable  Velo¬ 
city  with  which  the  Mufcles  of  Vocification  aft 
when  we  fmg  or  fpeak.  For  by  thefe  we  readily 
pronounce  a  Chain  of  ten  Letters  in  the  Space  of 
a  Second,  and  each  of  thofe  Letters  are  accented 
by  diftinft  and  fucceflive  Aftions  of  the  feveral 
Mufcles  employed. 

5  This  being  properly  the  A  ft  ion  of  the  Heart, 
arifes  from  the  Impulfe  of  the  nervous  Juice  into 
its  Fibres,  by  which  they  are  dilated  and  fhortned  ; 
and  from  this  Defeft  we  always  find  the  Heart 
in  its  Diaflole,  in  dead  Subjefts. 

§.  1 88.  It  is  alfo  evident  that  the  Blood  is 
thus  jorced  out  of  the  Heart 1 ,  and  propelled  by 
its  mufcular  Contraction,  from  its  violent 
ftarting  out  of  a  Wound  made  in  the  pulmo¬ 
nary 
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nary  Artery  or  Aorta  near  the  Heart;  as  alfo 
from  the  violent  Expulfion  of  the  Blood  out 
of  a  Wound  in  the  Ventricles  of  the  Heart, 
made  by  turning  the  Cone  upward,  cutting  off 
its  Apex  tranfverfly;  and  by  the  Preffure  a- 
gainft  one’s  Finger  inferted  into  the  Wound, 
together  with  the  Turgefcence,  Hardnefs’ 
Tenfion  and  Palenefs  of  the  Fibres ;  which 
alfo  demonftrate  the  Contradion  to  follow, 
and  not  to  precede  the  Repletion  of  its  Ventri¬ 
cles,  which  are  by  that  Contradion  empty'd 
the  Inftant  following. 

'  The  Heart  in  its  Syftole  con  traits  the  Cavity 
of  its  Ventricles,  which  Contradion  mull  there¬ 
fore  force  the  Blood  out  of  thofe  Cavities  into  the 
Arteries ;  but  in  doing  this,  the  Heart  removes 
not  only  the  Weight  of  the  Blood  in  its  Ventri¬ 
cles,  but  alfo  the  Refiftance  of  the  whole  Mafs  of 
Blood  in  the  Body ;  all  which  mull  be  urged 
forward  to  make  room  for  receiving  that  which 
comes  next  from  the  Heart.  This  Refiftance  of 
the  B.ood  is  of  the  fame  Nature  with  that  in  all 
iolid  Bodies,  and  therefore  the  Heart  may  be  con- 
fidered  as  contrading  itfelf  about  a  Solid,  whofe 
Refiftance  it  overcomes  by  a  fuperior  Force-  ' 
which  expelling  the  Blood,  thereby  dilates  the  ar¬ 
terial  Orifices  as  with  a  Wedge,  while  at  the  fame 
time  thofe  Orifices  are  alfo  dilated  in  part  by  the 
Contradion  of  the  mufcular  Fibres  of  the  Heart 
inferted  into  them. 

1  ,’Tis  computed  that  the  Heart  in  its  Diaftole 
receives,  in  its  Ventricles  and  coronary  Blood-vef- 
fels  together,  about  five  Ounces  of  Blood  ;  all 
which  is  by  its  Syftole  forced  into  the  Arteries ; 
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and  mud  therefore  make  a  great  Difference  be¬ 
twixt  the  State  of  it  in  the  Syftole  and  Diaftole. 

§.  189.  If  the  Nerves  of  the  eighth  Pair  1 
be  compreffed  by  Ligature,  or  cut  afunder  in 
the  Neck,  the  Motion  of  the  Heart  weakens, 
foon  after  palpitates  with  great  Anguifh  to  the 
Animal,  and  at  length  ceafes,  and  therefore 
from  thefe  Nerves  proceed  the  Origin  and  Con¬ 
tinuation  of  the  Heart’s  Contraction ;  which 
yet  requires,  like  all  other  Mufcles,  Supplies 
of  Blood  by  its  coronary  Arteries,  and  into  the 
Cavities  of  its  Auricles  and  Ventricles2. 

1  This  is  a  remarkable  Experiment  of  Lower , 
who  obferves  that  Dogs,  who  have  the  Nerves  of 
the  eighth  Pair  compreffed  by  Ligature,  do  not 
lurvive  above  a  Day  or  two.  They  do  not  ex¬ 
pire  fooner,  becaufe  there  are  fome  fmaller  Nerves 
lent  to  the  Heart  from  the  Intercoftals,  which  can 
hardly  be  any  way  compreffed.  But  if,  after 
opening  the  Cranium,  you  comprefs  the  Origin 
of  thofe  Nerves,  viz.  the  Cerebellum  or  Medulla 
oblongata,  then  the  Motion  of  the  Heart  is  im¬ 
mediately  fuppreffed,  becaufe  you  totally  intercept 
the  Paffage  of  the  nervous  Fluid  or  Spirits  to  it. 
This  laft  Experiment  has  been  made  by  M.  Du- 
verney ,  who  after  tying  the  Medulla  oblongata, 
obferved  the  Eleart  to  ftop  from  its  Contractions  *, 
but  upon  relaxing  the  Ligature,  it  again  recover’d 
its  Motion. 

1  But  befides  thofe  Caufes  there  feems  to  be 
others  not  yet  known  ;  fmce  the  Heart  has  been 
feen  to  leap  out  of  a  Veffel  of  Water  by  its  Con¬ 
traction,  after  it  has  been  cut  from  its  Nerves  and 
Blood-veffels,  and  taken  out  of  the  Body.  The 
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Heart  of  an  Eel  beats  above  an  hundred  Times 
after  it  is  taken  out,  and  when  it  Hops,  it  will 
again  be  put  into  Motion  barely  by  the  Warmth  of 
the  Hand.  But  even  when  it  has  done  moving: 
in  the  Hand,  it  may  be  again  put  into  Contraction 
by  pricking  with  a  Needle :  Alfo  the  Heart  of  a 
Dog,  being  quickly  taken  out  of  the  Body  and 
thrown  into  a  Veflel  of  Water,  will  continue  its 
JSyftole  and  Diaftole  for  a  confiderable  Time. 

§.  190.  The  Blood  being  thus  almoft  en¬ 
tirely  expelled  out  of  the  Ventricles  and  Vef. 
fels  of  the  Heart  by  its  Contradion  (§.  187, 
188),  its  mufcular  Fibres  then  grow  flaccid, 
from  the  Compreffion  of  their  Nerves  by  the 
Dilatation  of  the  large  Arteries  5  and  the  co¬ 
ronary  Arteries  being  at  the  fame  time  empty’d, 
the  Ventricles  become  longer  and  narrower, 
the  Diftance  betwixt  the  Bafis  and  Apex  is 
thus  increafed,  and  the  Contradion  or  Pref- 
fure  of  the  Sides  internally  is  quite  removed  ; 
fo  that  the  mitral  and  tricufpid  Valves  being 
drawn  towards  the  Apex  of  the  Heart,  in  its 
Elongation,  by  their  annex’d  mufcular  Co¬ 
lumns,  the  Ventricles  will  then  be  fill’d  by 
the  Contradion  of  the  Auricles  and  venous  Si* 
nus’s,  which  makes  the  natural  or  unadive 
State  of  the  Heart,  termed  Diaftole  l. 

1  Every  Mufcle  at  reft  is  fofc  and  flaccid,  but 
when  contracted  they  are  in  a  State  of  Violence  or 
ACtion,  caufed  by  the  Influx  of  Juice  by  the 
Nerves  and  of  Blood  by  the  Arteries. 
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§.  19 1.  But  that  the  Ventricles  of  the  Heart 
are  in  its  Diaftole  filled  with  Blood,  is  demon- 
fixated  to  us  by  opening  one  of  the  large  Arte¬ 
ries  near  the  Heart;  and  if  the  Heart  of  a  li¬ 
ving  Animal  be  turned  upward,  and  cut  tran fi¬ 
ver  fly,  the  Ventricles  will  appear  in  their  Dia¬ 
ftole  to  receive  and  not  dificharge  the  Blood ; 
which  we  are  alfo  afliired  of  by  Inlpedlion  in 
Animals  open’d  a  little  before  Death,  and  from 
one’s  feeling  no  Preflure  in  the  Diaftole  againfl 
their  Finger,  when  inferted  into  the  Ventricles 
by  an  Incifion.  It  is  therefore  evident  the 
Blood  does  not  pafs  out  of  the  Heart  from  any 
Rarefaction ,  but  from  its  mufcular  Force. 

§.  192.  The  Chyle  1  therefore  being  mix’d 
by  a  little  at  a  Time  with  a  large  Quantity  of 
venal  Blood,  is  then  more  intimately  mixed, 
attenuated  and  fhook  together  therewith  by  the 
mufcular  Addon  of  the  Heart,  and  the  Fabric 
of  its  mufcular  Columnae  in  the  right  Ventri¬ 
cle,  from  whence  they  are  propelled  together 
into  the  pulmonary  Artery. 

3  From  what  has  been  faid  of  the  Heart,  its 
ACtion  appears  to  be,  (1.)  To  receive  the  venal 
Blood,  fhake  it  ftrongly  together  and  attenuate  it ; 
fince  the  Blood  is  fwiftly  divided  into  many  fmall 
Portions  by  the  mufcular  Columns.  (2.)  To 
make  a  more  intimate  Mixture  of  the  Chyle  with 
the  Blood,  and  to  render  both  of  them  more  fluid, 
by  joining  the  very  highly  attenuated  Blood  of  the 
coronary  Veflels,  thro’  which  it  paflfes  fwifter  than 
any  other  Veflels.  But  this  Mixture  of  Blood 
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from  the  coronary  Veftels  is  made  only  in  the  right 
Auricle  and  Ventricle,  fince  that  in  the  left,  which 
has  pafled  fwiftly  thro5  the  Lungs,  does  not  hand 
in  need  thereof,  to  prevent  its  Mafs  from  con¬ 
gealing,  to  which  the  Blood  has  naturally  a  flrong 
Inclination  ;  and  from  whence  it  eafily  runs  into 
polypous  Concretions  for  want  of  fufficient  Mo¬ 
tion  in  the  dying  Animal.  (3.)  The  laft  Adion 
of  the  Heart  is  the  Propulfion  of  the  Blood  into 
the  Arteries,  and  maintaining  its  Fluidity.  In 
this  Action  the  Heart  muff  exert  a  very  confide- 
rable  Force,  fince  it  overcomes  the  Refiftance  of  all 
the  Arteries  in  the  Body  ;  the  fame  Force  will  al- 
fo  appear  to  be  great  from  the  mufcular  Fabric 
of  the  Heart,  if  compared  with  that  of  the  fmall 
Inteftines;  which  laft,  tho’  their  Adion  is  fo 
very  confiderable,  have  not  their  mufcular  Coat 
above  the  thirtieth  Part  fo  thick  as  the  Ventri¬ 
cles  of  the  Heart. 

a  The  right  Ventricle  propells  about  two  Oun¬ 
ces  of  BiOod  into  the  Lungs,  in  every  fecond  of 
time  *,  and  the  left  Ventricle  diftributes,  at  the 
uime  time,  about  the  fame  Quantity  of  Blood  by 
the  Aorta  thro’  all  Parts  of  the  Body.  Some  in¬ 
deed  imagine  the  Quantity  of  Blood  expel  Pd  in 
each  Syftole  of  the  Heart,  to  be  much  lefs  than 
that  here  mentioned  ,  but  this  Computation  is  mo  ft; 
agreeable  with  the  Capacity  of  the  V  entricles  in 
die  Human  Heart,  and  with  the  Observations  made 
on  the^Quantity  of  Blood  expell’d  in  each  Syftole 
of  the  Heart  in  Dogs  open’d  alive.  A  lefs  Quan¬ 
tity  would  not  dilate  all  the  numerous  Arteries  at 
each  Syftole  of  the  Heart,  in  the  manner  we  ob~ 
lerve  *,  and  even  a  large  Ox  expires  in  eight  Mi¬ 
nutes,  by  dividing  an  Artery  which  lets  out  thirty 
Pounds  of  Blood,  all  drove  out  by  the  Contradi- 
ons  of  the  Heart  1  whereas  if  the  fame  Artery  be 
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open’d  in  a  dead  Ox,  when  the  Heart  is  ftill,  ve¬ 
ry  litte  Blood  comes  out,  and  with  no  Force. 

'The  StruSiure  and  ABion  of  the  Lungs. 

%.  193.  TN  order  therefore  to  know  what 
j|  further  hapens  to  the  Blood  and 
Chyle  now  arrived  in  the  Lungs,  we  muft 
next  examine  the  Structure  of  that  Vifcus,  as 
it  is  a  Compages  of  Air-veffels  and  Blood- 
veffels. 

§.  194.  The  Air-ve[[els  1  of  the  Lungs  have 
the  Power  of  taking  in  and  blowing  out  this 
elaftic  Fluid  by  the  Noftrils  and  Mouth,  thro’ 
the  Rima  2  or  oblong  Aperture  in  the  Glottis , 
which  is  kept  naturally  and  conftantly  open, 
and  is  formed  by  the  Conjunction  of  the  two 
Arytcenoide  3  Cartilages ,  cover’d  with  the  E- 
piglottis  4,  which  is  naturally  elevated  by  a 
ftrong  Ligament  5  in  its  upper  or  anterior  Sur¬ 
face,  which  is  fometimes  mufcular.  This 
fame  Rima  of  the  Glottis  is  alfo  contracted 
and  defended  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  no  other 
Body  than  Air  can  pafs  into  the  Lungs ;  for 
when  any  other  Body  approaches,  the  Epiglot¬ 
tis  is  depreffed  over  the  Rima  by  its  Arytasno- 
epiglottid  and  Thyro-epiglottid  Mufcles,  and 
at  the  fame  time  the  Arytenoide  Cartilages  are 
alfo  contracted,  or  approximated  by  their  Ary - 
t re  widens  redius  Mufcle,  which  is  iingle,  and 
by  their  two  Arytrenoidei  obliqui ,  which  crofs 
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each  other  upon  the  former ;  to  which  add  the 
Thyroarytaenoide  and  Hyotbyroide  6  Mufcles 
compreffing  the  upper  Part  of  the  Larynx  in 
in  its  Elevation.  The  Riipa  is  again  dilated 
by  the  Crycoarytaenoidei  poftici  and  laterales, 
as  alfo  by  the  Sternothyroides,  which  pulling 
down  the  Larynx  from  the  Epiglottis,  gives  a 
free  Palfage  for  the  Air  to  enter  and  return. 

That  the  Larynx  nas  no  Share  in  Relpiration* 
but  only  ferves  to  fliut  the  Trachea  and  form  the 
Voice,  we  are  allured  by  Experiment  in  a  Dog* 
whofe  Larynx  being  divided  from  the  Trachea* 
he  continues  neverthelefs  to  breathe  freely  through. 

the  Wound,  only  without  howling  or  making  any 
Noife.  3 

~  The  Rima  is  feated  almoft  horizontally,  and 
intercepted  by  the  Conjunction  of  Cartilages* 
Glands,  and  two  Ligaments,  which  are  befb  de¬ 
fended  by  Morgagni .  .  This  Aperture  is  long,  and 
not  round,  that  it  might  be  more  eafily  closed* 
and  alfo  prevent  any  Bodies  from  flipping  into  the 
Trachea  which  wou9d  excite  the  rnoft  danse- 
i  ous  Symptoms,  and  even  Death,  as  I  oblerved  to  you 
in  (§.  70.  ult.)  of  a  Gentleman  that  was  ftrangled 
at  a  Feaft  by  a  Morfel  flipping  into  the  Wind- 
pipe.  But  the  Rima  being  Jong  and  narrow,  is 
the  better  fitted  to  keep  out  the  Duff,  Infects,  and 
Particles  of  the  Aliment. 

5  Tfaefe  Cartilages  are  furnifh’d  with  Gla nds, 
wmch  when  deprived  of  their  Mucus  occafion  a 
Hoarienefs,  and  when  minified,  a  Quinfy  *  their 
Mucus  ferving  to  lubricate  the  interior  Surface  of 
t  e  Larynx.  But  round  the  Larynx  above,  or  on 
its  Outfide  at  the  Root  of  the  Tongue,  there  is  a 
great  deal  of  Mucus  fupplied  from  the  glandular 
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Expanfion  of  Vaterus ,  and  the  Crypt ce  or  Ample 
Glands  of  the  Epiglottis.  Befides  thefe,  the  inter¬ 
nal  and  fmooth  Membrane  inverting  the  Cavity  of 
the  Larynx  is  alfo  full  of  very  fmall  Glands, 
which  difcharge  a  lubricating  Juice  ;  which  being 
obftru&ed,  occafions  a  Hoarlenefs  and  Difficulty 
of  breathing. 

4  There  are  properly  but  four  Cartilages  of  the 
Larynx,  fince  the  Epiglottis  does  not  make  up  any 
Side  of  the  vociferous  Tube,  but  ferves  as  a  Cover 
to  prevent  any  Mucus,  Drink  or  Particles  of  the 
Aliment  from  falling  therein.  It  was  neceffary 
for  the  Epiglottis  to  be  an  elaftic  Cartilage,  .that 
its  own  Weight  might  not  deprefs  it,  and  yet  that 
it  might  yield  to  the  Preflure  of  Liquors,  &c.  to 
clofe  the  Larynx,  and  prevent  their  efcaping  into 
the  Windpipe  to  the  Hazard  of  Life.  For  no 
Perfon  can  furvive  without  quick  Supplies  of  freffi 
Air  this  way  ^  and  if  any  Particle  of  the  Aliment 
falls  in,  or  even  a  Drop  of  Liquor,  it  is  immedi¬ 
ately  expell’d  by  a  rtrong  convulfive  Cough,  or 
elfe  a  Suffocation  will  follow  *,  which  may  yet  be 
prevented  by  inftantly  performing  the  Operation 

' ^Tracheottomy ,  that  is,  dividing  the  Trachea  juft 
under  the  Larynx;  for  that  Wounds  of  this  Part 
are  curable,  and  not  mortal,  may  be  concluded 
from  the  one  Xnftance  (among  many  others)  of  a 
Man  who  recover’d  after  his  Throat  had  been  cut 
by  Robbers,  in  Philo f  Tranf.  N°.  258.  And  tho9 
thefe  Cartilages  are  very  thin  and  flexible,  yet 
they  are  connected  to  each  other  by  very  rtrong 
Ligaments. 

5  This  Ligament  is  compofed  by  a  Reduplication 
of  the  external  Integument  of  the  Tongue  ;  and  its 
Place  is  fupplied  in  Oxen,  Sheep,  and  other  Ani¬ 
mals,  by  diftintrt  Mufcles  ferving  to  elevate  the 
Epiglottis. 
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The 


s  *95-  StruSture  of  the  Lungs.  8 1 

6  The  Mufcles  which  approximate  the  Sides  of 
the  Glottis  when  we  fpcak  or  fing  in  an  acute 
Strain,  and  which  clofe  the  Glottis  when  we  hold 
in  our  Breath,  muft  exert  a  very  confiderable 
Force  ;  fince  they  refill  and  overcome  the  Force  of 
the  An  confined  in  the  Lungs,  and  endeavouring 
to  expand  ltlelf,  or  efcape ;  for  we  can  fo  ftrondy 
contrad  the  Cartilages  of  the  Larynx  by  their 
Mufcles,  that  tho’  the  Nofe  and  Mouth  be  open, 
yet  the  Air  can  neither  pafs  into  nor  out  of  the 
Lungs  5  by  which  means  the  Slaves  of  Angola  fre- 
qently  fuffocate  or  ftrangle  themfelves  voluntarily, 
when  they  think  themfelves  hardly  ufed  by  their 
Mailers ;  and  in  this  Cafe,  no  Remedy  will  fo  well 
fucceed  as  Stripes  and  Blows  to  make  them  cry  out 
°i  breathe  ;  and  if  this  fails,  they  prefently  expire. 
But  thole  Mufcles  which  dilate  the  Glottis  are  not 
near  fo  ftrong  as  the  former,  which  contrad  it  ; 
fince  we  do  not  ufe  them  to  open,  but  only  to  en- 
large  the  Rima  of  the  Glottis,  when  we  exprefs 
grave  Tones  ;  for  that  this  Part  naturally  remains 
open  of  itfelf,  is  apparent  in  our  Sleep,  at  which 
time  we  breathe  freely  tho’  the  Mufcles  are  relaxed. 

Thefe  Mufcles  draw  the  whole  Larynx  towards 
the  Root  of  the  Tongue,  and  clofe  the  Rima  of  the 
Glottis. 

.  §•  X9L  ^  the  next  place,  the  Afpera  Arte- 
na  oi  Windpipe,  confilling  of  femicircular 1 
cartilaginous  Segments,  with  their  back  Parts 
membranous,  and  connected  together  by  ilrong 
mufcular  Ligaments  2,  gives  a  free  Ingrefs  and 
Egrefs  to  the  Air  from  the  Glottis  through  its 
Capacity,  which  is  always  open,  and  lined 
with  a  fmooth  lubricated  Membrane  3;  fo  that 
it  will  expand  circularly  by  the  Air,  give  way 
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to  the  Gula  in  Deglutition,  follow  the  Pofture 
or  Bending  of  the  Neck,  and  become  either 
elongated  or  contracted  as  there  may  be  Occa- 
fion.  But  the  whole  Membrane,  which  makes 
up  the  Back  of  the  Trachea,  where  the  circu¬ 
lar  Cartilages  are  deficient,  is  befet  with  fmall 
Glands,  which  feparate  an  undiuous  4  Humpur, 
difcharged  by  their  DuCts,  perforating  the  ten¬ 
dinous  Coat,  into  the  Cavity  of  the  Trachea, 
whofe  Surface  is  hereby  lubricated  and  defend¬ 
ed. 

1  Thefe  Cartilages  are  much  more  than  femi- 
circular  in  Brutes,  forming  more  compleat  Circles 
in  them  than  in  the  human  Species ;  becaufe  the 
firft  have  their  Necks  pendulous,  with  the  Wind¬ 
pipe  under  the  Gula.  But  it  was  necefiary  for  the 
annular  Cartilages  of  the  Trachea  to  be  more  im- 
perfeCt  or  membranous  in  the  human  Species, 
(i.)  that  the  Oefophagus  might  not  be  comprefled 
or  refilled  in  Deglutition  by  the  harder  Cartilages  ; 
and,  (2.)  that  the  Trachea  might  the  more  readi¬ 
ly  contrad,  elongate,  and  conform  to  the  various 
Motions  of  our  Necks,  and  dilate  itfelf  laterally 
when  we  utter  grave  Tones. 

a  The  intermediate  Spaces  betwixt  the  Cartilages 
of  the  Trachea,  which  make  about  a  fourth  or  fifth 
Part  of  it,  are  filled  or  compleated  with  two  Se¬ 
ries  of  mufcular  Fibres.  The  pofterior  or  internal 
mufcular  Fibres  draw  the  Cartilages  into  Contact 
with  each  other,  to  utter  acute  Tones  *,  and  when 
they  are  relax’d,  the  Cartilages  feparate  and  reco¬ 
ver  their  former  Places  by  their  own  Elafticity. 
But  the  exterior  or  longitudinal  Series  of  mufcular 
Fibres  arife  each  from  the  upper  Margin  of  the 
lower  Cartilage,  and  are  inferted  into  the  inferior 

Edge 
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Edge  of  the  upper  Cartilage ;  and  by  drawing  the 
Cartilages  together,  they  fhorten  the  Trachea,  and 
make  it  yield  a  grave  Tone.  Thefe  Mufcles  are 
therefore  under  the  Influence  of  the  Will,  and  I 
ufually  entitle  them  Mefochondriaci ,  from  their  Si¬ 
tuation  betwixt  the  Cartilages. 

5  So  extremely  fenfible,  that  Nature  has  placed 
it  as  a  Guard  to  watch  at  the  Door  of  our  Breath 
and  Life,  that  we  might  not  be  fuffocated  by  any 
Particles  falling  into  the  Trachea :  for  all  Bodies  ir¬ 
ritate  it  but  the  pure  Air  ;  even  a  Drop  of  clear 
Water  excites  a  con vul five  and  troublefome  Cough, 
which  Goes  not  ceafe  till  the  Liquor  is  ejected  by 
the  Impetus  of  the  Air,  drove  out  by  the  Contra¬ 
ctions  of  the  Diaphragm  -5  which  Precaution  was 
neceflary  to  prevent  our  Lungs  from  being  injured 
unknown  to  us. 

4  This  Liniment,  which  lubricates  the  Mem¬ 
branes,  and  prevents  their  drying  and  fhrivelino” 
with  the  Air,  is  fecern’d  into  Crypto  by  fimple 
Glands,  feated  in  the  membranous  or  Back-part  of 
the  Tiachea,  where  the  Cartilages  are  wanting, 
while  the  continual  Motion  of  the  Trachea  pro¬ 
motes  the  Secretion.  It  is  fometimes  fpit  up  in  a 
Morning  under  the  Name  of  Phlegm,  after  it  has 
been  accumulated  and  infpiffated  by  the  Air  in  the 
Night :  and  when  it  is  deficient,  the  Air  itfelf 
proves  fo  irritating  to  the  Membranes,  as  to  excite 
a  troublefome  Cough,  often  attended  with  a  fpit- 
ting  of  Blood  ;  but  when  totally  wanting,  or  dryki 
up,  the  Voice  becomes  fqueaking,  as  if  it  came  thro5 
a  metal  Pipe,  which  is  judged  a  mortal  Sign  by 
Hippocrates.  It  is  retained  in  the  Crypt® ,  or  fmali 
VefTels,  to  thicken,  and  be 'ready  for  Expreffion 
when  it  fhall  be  moil  wanted. 
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§.  196.  The  Trachea  dividing  itfelf  into 
two  1  about  the  fourth  Vertebra  of  the  Thorax, 
is  ftill  compofed  of  Cartilages  that  are  imper¬ 
fect  Rings 2,  compleated  on  their  Backpart  with 
the  forefaid  glandular  Membrane ;  but  it  im¬ 
mediately  afterwards  divides  into  an  infinite 
Number  of  Branches  on  each  Side,  having 
each  the  fame  Structure  as  at  §.  195.  only  the 
cartilaginous  Segments  are  more  and  more 
compleatly  annular;  and  the  Lacuna  difcharg- 
ing  the  oily  or  mucous  Liniment,  continue  to 
open  internally  betwixt  their  tendinous  or 
connecting  Fibres:  Thefe  Branches,  or  Bron¬ 
chia,  go  off  in  acute  Angles,  and  lie  incum¬ 
bent  on  each  other ;  becoming  gradually 
fmaller  and  thinner,  till  at  their  Extremities 
the  cartilaginous  Texture  is  changed  into  a 
thin  Membrane  formed  into  many  pliable 
Cells  or  Sacculi,  all  opening  into  the  Extremity 
of  the  Branch  from  whence  they  arife  ;  and 
thefe  Cells  3,  being  formed  into  Vejiculce  and 
Bundles,  compofe  Lobes,  of  which  there  are 
five  in  the  Lungs,  two  in  the  left,  and  three 
in  the  right  Side  of  the  Thorax  ;  which  again 
make  up  the  whole  Body  of  the  Lungs,  fo  far 
as  it  is  an  Air-veffel. 

T  Of  which,  that  on  the  right  Side  divides  into 
three  Branches,  behind  the  Curvature  of  the  Aorta, 
and  compofes  fo  many  Lobes  of  the  Lungs  •,  while  . 
that  on  the  left  Side  only  divides  into  Branches, 
and  compofes  two  Lobes. 
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1  The  cartilaginous  Segments  of  the  Trachea  do 
not  become  compleat  Rings  immediately  upon  its 
Divifion  into  the  Bronchia,  as  many  have  imagin’d  ; 
but  their  membranous  Deficiency  Hill  continues, 
tho’  lefs,  as  the  Bronchia  ramify  farther,  as  hath 
been  long  ago  juftly  obferved  by  Euftachius.  This 
is  therefore  an  Argument  that  the  Deficiency  in 
the  Cartilages  was  not  made  barely  for  the  fake  of 
the  Oefophagus. 

3  This  Strudure  of  the  Lungs  was  firft  beauti¬ 
fully  demonftrated  by  Malpighi  in  a  Frog  ;  in  whch 
the  Lungs  appear  compofed  of  two  Bladders,  di¬ 
vided  into  many  hexagonal  Lobules,  connected  to 
each  other,  and  their  Surfaces  fpread  with  Blood- 
veifels.  The  fame  Strudure  obtains  in  the  hu¬ 
man  Lungs,  but  more  obfcurely,  becaufe  of  the  / 
exceeding  Smallnefs  of  the  Cells.  But  thofe  Cells 
are  found  compofed  of  two  Membranes,  one  a  Con¬ 
tinuation  of  the  external  Integument  of  the  Bron^ 
chia,  and  the  other  of  the  internal  Membrane  of 
the  fame  Bronchia  *,  but  betwixt  the  Membranes  of 
the  Cells  we  have  no  Appearance  of  any  Cartilage 
as  we  have  in  the  Imall  Bronchia.  From  hence  it 
follows,  that  as  the  Trachea  and  Bronchia  are  car¬ 
tilaginous  all  the  way  from  the  Larynx  to  the 
Cells,  and  as  the  Refiftance  of  the  Cartilages  o*ra-  * 
dually  lefifens  towards  the  Cells,  the  Air  by&  its 
Weight  will  have  a  free  and  fpeedy  Courfe  into  the 
Cells,  where  it  meets  the  leaft  Refiftance.  The 
Lungs  will  therefore  be  diftended  moft  where  they 
refills  the  leaft,  and  where  the  Columns  of  Air  are 
longeft. 

§.  197.  If  then  the  Air  be  admitted 1  thro’ 
the  Glottis  into  the  Trachea  and  Bronchia,  as 
it  is  an  elaftic  and  heavy  Fluid,  it  will  inflate 
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or  diftend  thofe  Tubes  with  their  Branches  and 
Cells ;  all  which  will  be  hereby  enlarged  both 
in  Length  and  Diameter:  at  the  fame  time 
the  Branches  cf  the  Trachea  will  arife  2,  and 
feparate  into  larger  Angles,  their  Lobes  will  be 
elevated  or  fill’d,  and  the  Cells  will  be  diftend- 
ed  from  their  flat  or  comprefled  Figure  into 
one  more  fpherical  or  capacious;  and  from 
hence,  the  Spaces  betwixt  the  cartilaginous 
Segments,  Branches  or  Bronchia,  andVeficles 
of  the  Lungs,  will  be  increafed,  and  come  lefs 
into  Contact  3,  in  Proportion  4  as  the  Lungs  fill 
with  Air ;  the  Quantity  of  which  may  be 
known  by  blowing  into  a  Veflfel  furnifhed  with 
a  Barometer,  or  by  the  fwelling  of  the  Thorax 
in  a  Bath. 


'  1  The  Air  is  not  admitted  into  the  Lungs  but 
by  the  Dilatation  of  the  Thorax  *,  for  when  that  is 
contracted,  the  Air  in  its  Cavity  and  in  the  Lungs 
is  of  the  fame  Tenure  with  the  Atmofphere  ;  fo 
that  an  Equilibrium  arifes  from  the  internal  Air 
refilling  the  external,  whofe  Preflure  is  equal  to  a 
Column  of  Mercury  28  Inches  high,  or  32  Feet 
of  Water.  But  fo  foon  as  the  Thorax  is  dilated, 
the  Lungs  follow  the  Enlargement  of  its  Capaci¬ 
ty  ;  and  their  included  Air  being  thus  rarefied  or 
extended  into  a  larger  Space,  does  no  longer  refill 
the  external  Air  ;  which  therefore  enters  into  the 
Lungs  in  fuch  a  Quantity,  as  will  reduce  the  ra¬ 
tified  or  included  Air  to  the  fame  Denfity  with  the 
external.  The  firll  Effect  therefore  of  the  Air 
ruffling  into  the  Lungs  will  be  (1.)  the  Extenfion 
of  it  longitudinally  *,  after  which  follows  (2.)  an 
Expanfion  of  it  laterally  ;  from  both  which  arifes 
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(3.)  a  Change  in  the  angular  Pofition  of  the  Vef- 
fels,  and  the  Increafe  of  their  intermediate  Spa¬ 
ces  ;  and  laftly,  (4.)  a  Dilatation  of  the  Vehicles 
or  Cells. 

a  The  Bronchia  do  not  all  defcend  *,  for  fince 
the  Trachea,  from  whence  theyarife,  defcends  in¬ 
to  the  middle  of  the  Lungs  before  it  fends  off  the 
Bronchia,  the  uppermoft  of  them  may  be  properly 
faid  to  afcend  ;  and  all  of  them  diflended  with 
Air,  are  thereby  elongated,  enlarged  laterally, 
and  placed  in  larger  or  more  obtufe  Angles,  affu- 
ming  a  Form  that  renders  them  the  molt  capacious* 
It  is  alfo  eafily  demonftrable,  that  a  Trunk  divi¬ 
ding  into  two  Branches,  will  be  the  molt  capaci¬ 
ous  when  the  Branches  meet  the  Trunk  at  right 
Angles ;  for  fince  Cylinders  of  the  fame  Bafe  are  to 
each  other  as  their  heights,  an  oblique  Cylinder 
will  not  be  more  capacious  than  a  {freight  one  of 
the  fame  Bafe  that  is  fhorter  ;  and  therefore  an  ob¬ 
lique  Cylinder  reduced  to  a  {freight  one,  without 
changing  its  length,  will  be  more  capacious,  be- 
caufe  its  height  increafes,  and  it  will  be  dill  more 
capacious  if  elongated.'  When  the  Thorax  is  con- 
traded,  the  cartilaginous  Rings  of  the  Bronchia 
are  drawn  together  by  their  Mufcles,  and  by  the 
fame  means  the  Sides  of  the  Trachea  are  abfferged, 
and  the  Mucus  carried  off  by  the  Impetus  of  the 
Air  in  coughing. 

3  The  empty  Cells  lye  with  their  flat  Sides  clofe 
to  each  other,  but  when  diflended  fpheroidically, 
as  Spheres  touch  in  the  fewefl  Points,  the  Rlood- 
Veffels  therefore  will  be  moft  at  Liberty,  and  Cir¬ 
culation  through  the  Lungs  freed  in  Infpiration. 
That  all  hollow  Membranes  do  by  an  equable  Di- 
flenfion  of  their  Sides  become  fpherical,  is  proved 
at  large  by  Bernoulli  De  Mot.  Mufculor ,  §.  x. 
and  that  the  Preffure  or  Diftendon  of  the  Sides  of 
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the  pulmonary  Cells  is  very  great,  may  appear 
from  the  Force  of  the  Air  which  acds  on  them. 

4  The  Lungs  is  the  larged  of  all  the  Vifcera  ; 
nor  ought  its  Size  to  be  judged  of  from  the  Bulk 
in  which  it  appears  in  dead  Subjects,  fince  it  is  in 
them  very  much  collapfed  and  fhrunk,  whereas 
when  they  are  didended  with  the  Air  in  the  living 
Subjed  they  fill  the  whole  Thorax  *,  fo  that  deduct¬ 
ing  the  Heart  and  pulmonary  Blood- Veffels,  the 
red  of  the  Space  in  the  Thorax  will  be  almoft 
wholly  occupied  by  Air. 

§.  198.  Here  alfo  the  pulmonary  Artery  be¬ 
ing  incurvated  immediately  at  its  Rife  from 
the  Heart,  divides  itfelf  into  an  infinite  Num¬ 
ber  of  Branches,  didributed  along  with  the 
Ramifications  of  the  Trachea,  and  poflibly 
fubdividing  into  all  the  lefier  Series  of  Arteries, 
as  fanguiferous,  feriferous,  lymphatic,  &c. 
the  (mailed  Ramifications  of  which  are  fpread 
like  a  Network  *  upon  the  Surfaces  of  the  pul¬ 
monary  Veficles,  and  alfo  in  like  manner  upon 
their  Cells  or  intermediate  Partitions,  and  af¬ 
ter  forming  an  Infinity  of  arterial  Anadomofes 
with  each  other,  they  at  lad  terminate  in  cor- 
refponding  Veins. 

x  We  obferved  that  the  ultimate  Ramifications 
of  the  Bronchia  end  in  the  Veficles  of  Malphigi  *, 
to  which  add,  that  the  Arteries  in  their  (mailed 
Divifions  compofe  a  reticular  Expanfion,  running 
round  the  (mail  Bronchia  without  opening  into  their 
Cavity,  but  proceeding  forwards  luperficially  till 
they  open  into  correfponding  Veins,  without  any 
glandular  Fabric  intervening.  But  the  lad  Didri- 
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bution  of  this  vafcular  Plexus  is  betwixt  the  two 
Membranes  inverting  the  Trachea,  and  which 
compofe  theVeficles  on  whofe  Superficies  the  re¬ 
ticular  Plexus  is  expanded,  and  alfo  round  the 
Thinks  of  the  Air  VefTels  or  Bronchia.  Another 
Difpofition  of  the  VefTels  is  betwixt  the  Bronchia, 
in  their  Intervals,  and  the  laft  Expanfion  of  them 
is  within  the  Interftices  of  the  Vehicles,  betwixt 
which  is  interpofed  the  common  cellular  Mem¬ 
brane,  affording  poffibly  fome  Oil,  but  very  little 
and  fubtle  ;  for  the  Lungs  have  the  leaft  Fat  of  any 
Vilcus. 


§.  199.  The  fmall  pulmonary  Veins  having 
alfo  their  Diftribution  and  Intertexture  like 
thofe  of  the  Arteries,  (§.  198.)  receive  the 
Blood  brought  to  them  by  thefe  laft,  (after 
having  fufferd  the  Aftion  of  the  Lungs,  and 
loft  little  or  nothing  by  Secretions  1  in  the 
way)  and  convey  it  into  the  larger  Branches 
of  the  pulmonary  Vein,  which  at  laft  termi¬ 
nate  in  four  Branches  ftill  larger,  through 
which  the  Blood  partes  into  the  Sinus  of  the 
pulmonary  Vein,  and  from  thence  into  the 
left  Auricle  and  Ventricle  of  the  Heart. 

1  There  are  no  Secretions  made  from  the  Blood 
of  the  pulmonary  Artery;  there  is  indeed  a  Secre¬ 
tion  made  by  fome  conglobate  Glands  in  the  Lungs, 
and  by  the  Crypts  of  the  Trachea  and  its  Branches ; 
but  then  both  thefe  are  fupplied  by  the  bronchial 
Artery  of  Ruyfch.  Therefore  all  the  Blood  brought 
by  the  pulmonary  Artery  is  again  returned  by  the 
Vein  of  the  fame  Name,  in  which  the  Blood  in- 
ftead  of  lofing  gains  fomething  from  the  bron¬ 
chial  Humours  taken  in  by  bibulous  Orifices,  per¬ 
vious 
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vious  to  the  Air,  and  even  the  Injection  of  Ruyfch , 
and  feated  in  the  pulmonary  Cells.  There  is  alfo 
fome  Lymph  returned  into  it  by  the  Lymphatics 
which  are  very  numerous  in  the  Lungs. 

§.200.  From  confidering  the  fore-mention¬ 
ed  Structure  of  the  Lungs  (§.  19410200.), 
with  the  Adtion  of  the  Air  upon  them  (§.197.), 
and  the  fwift  Courfe  of  the  Blood  and  Chyle 
thro'  them,  we  may  underftand  what  Effects 
or  Changes  are  produced  in  thofe  two  Liquors 
by  the  Force  of  Refpir'ation  :  Such  as, 

1.  This  mixt  Humour  being  drove,  by  the 
Force  of  the  adjacent  right  Ventricle  of  the 
Heart,  into  a  crooked,  conical,  flexible,  ela- 
flic  and  refifting  Artery,  its  component  Par¬ 
ticles  will  be  comprejfed1 ,  compacted  or  con- 
denfed,  their  Points  of  Contact  and  Figure 
will  be  continually  changed,  their  Cohefions 
feparated,  their  Sides  ground  againft  each  other, 
and  their  Fluidity  preferved ;  whence  the 
Blood  will  be  fitted  to  pafs  through  into  the 
pulmonary  Veins  in  the  fame  Quantity  as  it 
was  drove  by  the  Heart  into  the  Lungs,  which 
is  therefore  a  Strainer  to  the  whole  Body  ;  all 
which  holds  true,  even  of  the  Blood  pafling 
thro’  the  Lungs  of  a  Foetus  in  Utero. 

2.  The  Motion  of  the  Veficles  in  the 
Lungs,  diftended  by  Infpiration,  in  which 
they  fucceffively  touch  or  comprefs  each  other 
in  fewer  Points 2 ;  while  the  Cells  at  the  fame 
time  gradually  change  their  Shape  and  enlarge 
their  Dimenfions ;  and  the  Motion  of  the  Ve¬ 
ficles  and  Cells  gradually  contradting  them- 
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lelves  in  Expiration  3 ;  and  the  Elafiicity  4  of 
the  retained  Air  continually  increafing  by  the 
Warmth  after  Infpiration  and  Expiration,  do 
all  of  them  occafion  the  PrelTure  made  on  the 
Veffels  and  Humours  of  the  Lungs  to  be  une^ 
quable  and  fucceffive,  changing  every  Mo¬ 
ment  5 :  Hereby  then  the  Blood,  Chyle,  and 
their  Humours  will  be  reciprocally  preffed,  agi¬ 
tated  6,  propelled  7,  ground  together,  diftolvd  8 
and  made  fluid,  fo  as  to  be  fit  to  pafs  all  of 
them  thro  9  the  fmall  Veffels  of  the  Lungs* 
The  Lungs  diftended  with  Air  by  Infpi- 
ration  look  pale,  the  Arteries  and  Veins  Ipread 
themfelves,  and  give  lefs  Refiftance  to  the 
Blood  impell’d  from  the  right  Ventricle  of  the 
Heart,  while  by  the  fame  means  the  Courfe 
of  the  Blood  into  the  Veins  is  expedited,  and 
in  them  accelerated  towards  the  left  Ventricle  j 
but  when  the  Lungs  are  contracted  or  collap- 
fed,  as  in  violent  Expiration,  it  is  hardly  pot* 
fible  to  fill  the  pulmonary  Artery  by  injecting 
any  Liquor  ;  whereas  when  the  Air-Veffels  of 
the  Lungs  are  inflated,  the  Blood-Veffels  do 
then  eafily  admit  of  being  fill’d. 

3.  The  Chyle  therefore  which  has  been  pre¬ 
pared  in  the  Mouth,  digefted  in  the  Stomach, 
elaborated  in  the  Inteftines,  fecerned  in  the 
LaCteals,  attenuated  at  the  mefentric  Glands, 
and  farther  diluted  and  mix’d  in  the  thoracic 
Duft,  then  blended  with  the  venal  Blood, 
afterwards  more  intimately  mixed,  diffolved, 
and  digefted  10  or  attenuated  by  the  right  Au¬ 
ricle  and  Ventricle  of  the  Heart,  is  laftly  im¬ 
pelled 
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pelled  into  the  conical  Branches  of  the  pulmo¬ 
nary  Artery,  by  whofe  Sides  being  refilled, 
and  ftill  urged  on  behind,  it  receives  a  violent 
Prefliire,  whereby  its  Particles  take  a  Configu¬ 
ration  1 1  fuitable  to  compofe  all  the  folid  and 
fluid  Parts  of  the  Body. 

4.  The  Chyle  and  Blood  are  again  very  in¬ 
timately  mixed  12  in  the  pulmonary  Veins; 
where 

5.  They  are  alfo  diluted  by  the  Lympha, 
%vhich  firft  receives  the  Impreffion  of  the 
Lungs  on  its  proper  lymphatic  Veffels,  as  the 
Blood  did  in  its  Veffels. 

6.  By  thefe  means  they  feem  to  put  on  a 
Form  fit  for  Nutrition  *3. 

7.  The  Fluidity  *4  and  Warmth  lS  of  the 
whole  Mafs  is  this  way  maintained. 

8.  We  have  here  a  very  intimate  Commix¬ 
ture  of  all  the  new  and  old  Juices  l6,  and 
their  feveral  Particles  throughout  the  whole 
Body. 

9.  Laftly,  From  hence  feems  chiefly  to  a- 
rife  that  red  and  florid  Colour  1 7  which  is  fo  eff 
fential  to  good  Blood. 

1  The  nutritious  and  healthy  Parts  of  all  our 
Juices,  which  are  either  of  a  micilaginous  or  glo¬ 
bular  Texture,  and  kept  continually  within  the 
Courfe  of  the  Circulation,  are  all  of  them  com- 
preftible,  and  difpofed  to  run  into  clofe  Cohefion 
as  well  as  into  contadl  with  the  Parts  of  each  other. 
But  we  have  already  feen  that  the  Arteries  are  ela- 
ftic  Canals ,  refilling  the  Force  of  Dilatation 
(§.  132.)*,  and  that  when  the  dilating  Force  ceafes 

to 
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to  add,  they  contract  to  their  ftrft  Diameter :  By 
this  Refiftance  therefore,  in  the  pulmonary  Arte¬ 
ry,  the  Blood  will  be  repell’d  towards  the  right 
Ventricle,  from  the  conical  Sides  of  the  Artery, 
and  again  returned  in  the  Syftole  of  the  Artery  to¬ 
wards  the  fame  Sides,  by  which  means  the  Parti¬ 
cles  of  that  compound  Fluid  will  impinge  againft 
many  Parts  of  the  fame  Veffel.  But  this  Repul- 
lion  of  the  Blood  from  the  Sides  of  the  Artery  is 
always  proportionable  to  the  dilating  Force  or  Im- 
pulfe  given  to  that  Liquor  by  the  Heart  *,  fo  that 
by  the  Inequality  of  thefe  Forces,  and  Contrariety 
of  their  Directions,  the  Particles  will  receive  a  vor¬ 
tical  or  whirling  Motion  about  their  own  Axes, 
and  about  the  Superficies  of  each  other.  By  the 
fame  contrary  Forces,  the  Heart  impelling  and  the 
Artery  repelling  at  the  fame  time,  the  Particles 
willbe.alfo  compreflfed;  and  the  more,  as  no  Ar¬ 
teries  have  their  Origin  and  Termination  fo  near 
together  as  thofe  of  the  Lungs  ;  to  which  add  the 
Refiftance  at  their  Anaftomofes  from  the  Prefture 
of  the  Air  in  Infpiration.  In  confequence  of  thefe 
Caufes,  the  fluid  Parts  will  afllime  a  fpherical  Fi¬ 
gure  ;  for  every  pliant  Body  will  become  a  Sphere 
from  an  equilateral  Diftention  internally,  or  a  like 
Compreffure  externally.  But  as  the  preffing 
Caufe  is  here  external,  and  as  Spheres  contain  the 
moft  Matter  of  any  Surface,  the  Particles  will  alfo 
become  more  denfe  and  heavy  by  the  feme  means : 
It  therefore  follows  from  hence,  that  the  Parts  of 
the  Blood  and  Chyle  affume  their  Sphericity,  and 
augment  their  Denflty  from  this  Power  in  all  the 
Arteries,  but  in  none  fo  much  as  thofe  of  the 
Lungs ;  becaufe  the  fame  Quantity  of  Blood  paf- 
fes  through  them,  in  the  feme  time,  as  the  like 
Quantity  is  diftributed  all  over  the  Body  ;  and 
therefore  the  Blood  will  pafs  with  a  greater  Velo¬ 
city, 
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city,  in  Proportion,  thro’  this  Vifcus,  as  it  is  lefs 
than  the  whole  Body.  Thus  you  have  my  Theory 
of  Sanguification ,  or  the  Chyle  made  Blood, 
chiefly  by  the  Lungs;  in  which  Vifcus  the  Glo¬ 
bules  alfo  acquire  that  Denfity  by  which  they  ex¬ 
ceed  the  fpecific  Gravity  of  Ale,  Water,  and 
other  Liquors,  one  twelfth  part ;  and  which  I  take 
to  be  greater  while  they  are  comprefled  in  the  Vef- 
fels  than  when  only  prefled  by  the  Air.  This 
Comprefliire  of  the  Blood  in  the  Lungs,  by  which 
its  Parts  acquire  their  Denfity,  is  greateft  in  the 
Arteries  when  the  Lungs  are  contracted  in  Expi¬ 
ration,  when  it  cannot  pals  freely  into  the  Veins, 
and  is  {till  urged  into  the  Artery  by  the  right 
Ventricles. 

a  If  a  Bunch  of  Bladders  were  empty  of  Air,  and 
prefifed  clofe  together,  they  would  come  wholly  into 
contaCt  ;  and  this  being  the  Cafe  in  the  Lungs  of 
the  Foetus,  they  fink,  even  in  Salt-water  ;  but  if, 
by  one  common  DuCt,  thofe  Bladders  are  inflated, 
by  afifuming  a  fpheroidical  Shape,  and  departing 
from  each  other,  they  will  touch  in  but  few  Points, 
and  leave  intermediate  Spaces  of  angular  Shapes ; 
and  it  is  in  thefe  Spaces,  however  fmall  in  the 
Foetus,  that  the  pulmonary  Blood-vefifels  are  di- 
ftributed.  Hence  one  may  perceive,  that  when 
the  Veficles  are  inflated,  and  their  Preflfure  taken 
off  from  the  pulmonary  Arteries,  thefe  laft  will  be 
then  more  fill’d  or  diftended  by  the  impelling 
Force  of  the  right  Ventricle;  and  the  Veins  being 
alfo  more  at  liberty,  the  Blood  will  enter  them 
more  copioufly,  and  return  more  fwiftly  to  the 
left  Auricle  ;  and  thus  it  is  that  the  Lungs,  which, 
before  Birth,  tranfmitted  only  one  third  Part  of  the 
Blood  from  the  right  Ventricle,  does,  after  Infla¬ 
tion,  tranfmit  the  whole  thro’  its  Veflfels.  That 
the  Force  with  which  the  Lungs  are  inflated  by 

the 
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the  Atmofphere  is  very  great,  we  know  by  its  Pref- 
fure  and  Velocity  with  which  it  rufhes  into  a  Vacu¬ 
um.  Nor  can  we  retain  the  Air  long  after  Infpi- 
ration;  for  by  dilating  the  Veficles  too  much  by 
its  Expanfion,  the  Blood-veffels  will  be  compref- 
fed  near  as  much  as  when  the  Veficles  are  flaccid 
in  Expiration. 

?  In  this  State  the  Diaphragm  returns  upwards* 
the  Ribs  and  their  elaftic  Cartilages  defcend,  and 
both  contradl  the  Capacity  of  the  Thorax,  where¬ 
by  the  Veficles  in  the  Subfiance  of  the  Lungs  are 
compreffed,  their  Sides  brought  into  Contadl,  and 
their  included  Air  by  that  means  expell’d.  This 
will  diminifh  the  angular  Spaces  betwixt  the  Vefi¬ 
cles,  comprefs  the  Blood-veffels  there  diftributed, 
and  prevent  the  Blood  from  pafling  freely  thro* 
the  fmall  Branches  of  the  pulmonary  Artery  ;  in 
which  it  will  be  therefore  accumulated  in  Expira¬ 
tion,  while  the  fame  Compreffure  that  obflrudled. 
the  Blood  in  the  Artery  will  accelerate  it  in  the 
Vein  by  propelling  it  from  the  fmaller  towards  the 
larger  Branches,  and  into  the  left  Sinus.  The 
Blood  of  the  Vein  then  will  be  accelerated  both  in 
Expiration  and  Infpiration,  and  mofl  retarded  du¬ 
ring  the  Interpaufe  or  Reft  of  the  Lungs. 

4  The  Air  preffes  on  the  Veficles  of  the  Limps 
not  only  by  its  Weight,  but  alfo  by  its  Elafticity 
or  Spring,  augmented  by  the  Heat  or  Warmth  of 
the  Blood  in  this  Vifcus,  by  which  it  will  be  ra~ 
rifled  and  expanded  fucceffively,  till  It  becomes  as 
warm  as  the  Blood  itfelf.  The  Air  will  be  there¬ 
fore  warmed  by  the  Blood,  and  the  Blood  cooled 
by  the  Air,  in  the  Lungs,  in  Proportion  to  the 
Temperature  of  either  ;  infomuch  that  if  the  Blood 
moved  as  flow  in  the  Lungs  as  in  other  Parts,  it 
woifd  be  quite  congealed  there  by  a  hard  fro  ft  y 
Air. 
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5  So  long  as  the  Air  expands  the  Vehicles  of  the 
Lungs,  the  Blood  will  have  a  free  Courfe  from  the 
Artery  into  the  Vein  j  but  in  different  Degrees :  for 
from  the  firft  Entrance  of  the  Air  in  Infpiration, 
the  Vehicles  and  Bronchia  will  be  dilated  gradually, 
and  then  a  little  time  will  pafs  in  the  Height  of 
the  Dilatation ;  after  which,  they  again  gradually 
collapfe.  Hence  will  arife  a  mutual  Attrition  be¬ 
twixt  the  Blood  and  its  Veffels,  whereby  the  grof- 
her  Parts  will  be  diffolved  into  leffer,  the  fmaller 
compared  into  larger,  and  the  Ahperities  abraded 
from  both.  All  this  will  be  again  promoted  by 
the  Fabric  and  Difpohition  of  the  vahcular  Plexus, 
in  which  the  fmall  Vefhels  mutually  concur,  and 
then  heparate  like  the  Marfhes  of  a  Net. 

6  This  Agitation  arifes  from  the  Parts  of  the 
Blood  being  divided  in  the  redlicular  Plexus  of 
Malpighi  *,  and  altogether  the  fame  Effedl  happens 
to  the  Blood  in  the  Mufcles  when  in  Motion,  up¬ 
on  whofe  Fibres  the  Blood-velfels  are  expanded 
redlicularly  as  in  the  Lungs  *,  but  as  the  Lungs  al- 
fo  adt  with  an  additional  Preffure  from  the  Air,  as 
well  as  by  their  Motion,  the  Blood  wall  receive  a 
greater  Shock  and  Agitation  in  them  than  in  the 
Mufcles. 

7  Nothing  is  fo  effectual  for  preventing  and  re¬ 
moving  Obftrudlions  in  the  Veffels,  as  an  alternate 
Preffure  of  their  Sides,  while  the  Fluid  is  impell’d 
thro’  them  *,  for  thus  the  leathern  Pipes  of  Fire- 
engines,  when  obflrudled  by  the  Mud  or  Clay  of 
foul  Water,  are  eahily  cleared  by  the  Impulhe  of 
the  Water,  and  moving  or  varying  the  Courfe  and 
Diredtion  of  the  Pipes.  And  from  this  Principle 
it  is,  that  the  Veffels  of  the  Lungs  are  fo  feldom 
obflrudled,  tho’  they  receive  all  the  crude  Chyle, 
and  Cold  of  the  Air. 

Diffo- 
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8  Diffolution  is  mod  effectually  performed  by 
communicating  frefh  Shocks  or  Impulfions  to  the 
firft  Motion  receiv’d  by  the  Parts  of  Bodies,  join¬ 
ed  with  an  Attrition  :  for  it  is  thus  the  mod  com¬ 
pact  Metals  are  diffolved* 

v  5  The  bght,  fpongy  and  multiform  Particles  of 
our  Chyle  wou’d  not  be  capable  of  pervading  the 
minuted  Veffels  of  the  Body,  as  they  muft  do  for 
Nutrition,  if  they  were  not  firft  highly  attenuated* 
fmoothed  and  rounded  by  the  Lungs  ;  in  which 
confifts  me  chief  Office  of  this  "V  ileus*  as  fubfervi- 
ent  to  Sanguification  and  Nutrition.  For  none  of 
the  Chyle  is  convey’d  thro’  the  Arteries  to  any 
Part  oi  the  fjooy  before  it  has  firft  pafled  through, 
and  been  divided  by  the  Lungs :  But  ffiould  ?he 
Chyle  prefent  itfelf  to  the  ftnalleft  Arteries  with¬ 
out  this  previous  Attenuation  of  the  Lungs,  it 
would  from  the  Stru&ure and  Minutenefs  of  them  be 
abiolutely  unpaffable,  and  produce  incorrigible  Ob- 
ftrudions  ;  as  it  never  fails  to  do  even  in  thofe  who 
have  bad  Lungs,  or  breathe  lefs  frequently,  as  in 
the  Sedentary,  & fc.  It  is  therefore  in  the  Luno-s 
chiefly,  that  the  Particles  of  the  Chyle  receive 
0 •)  a  great  Attiition,  by  which  they  are  broke, 
po hffied,  and  rounded  ;  (2.)  a  Compreffure,  by 
Which  they  aie  denfifled  and  formed  into  Spherules  j 
(3.)  a  Lubricity  and  Aptitude  for  Motion,  by  be¬ 
ing  (trained  thro’  the  fmalleft  Veffels  of  this  Organ, 
For  it  is  certain,  that  the  Veffels  appear  no  where 
more  minute  than  in  the  Lungs ;  and  thofe  being 
contracted  beyond  their  natural  Diameters  in  the 
Expiration  of  this  Vifcus,  if  the  Chyle  can  pafs 
freely  thro’  thefe  Obftacles  or  Refiftances,  there  is 
no  Danger  of  its  meeting  with  greater  in  any  of 
tne  other  Parts  before  it  returns  again. 

.  *°  ^efore  our  alimentary  juices  can  be  fit  to  non- 
nfh  the  feveral  Parts  of  our  Bodies,  it  is  firft  re- 

EC  quired 


98  Action  of  the  Lungs.  §  200. 

quired  that  they  become  in  all  refpedts  like  the 
White  of  an  Egg,  only  more  fluid ;  for  we  find 
that  barely  from  this  Albumen,  attenuated  by  In¬ 
cubation,  arife  all  the  folid  and  fluid  Parts  of  the 
Chick  within  the  Space  of  twenty-one  Days.  Now 
the  ferous  or  lymphatic  Parts  of  our  Blood  are 
thofe  which  come  neareft  to  the  Nature  of  Albu- 
men  Ovorum ;  for  this  Part,  feparated  from  the 
Cruor,  has  nearly  the  fame  fenfible  Qualities  with 
the  Albumen;  the  fame  Softnefs,  Glutinofity,  and 
Difpofition  to  harden  in  Alcohol  Vini ,  and  in  boiL 
ing  Water,  alfo  affords  the  fame  Principles  by 
chemical  Analyfis.  We  alfo  know  from  the  Ex¬ 
periments  of  Lower ,  that  the  Chyle,  which  floated 
vifibly  in  the  Blood  a  few  Hours  after  a  Meal 
(§.  130.),  does,  in  the  Space  of  twenty-four  Hours 
afterwards,  entirely  difappear,  and  the  Serum  of 
the  Blood  is  increafed  in  its  Head.  But  this  great 
Change  is  made  chiefly  by  the  Adtion  of  the 
Lungs  ;  for  the  Chyle  is  beft  difpofed  to  turn  into 
Serum  in  the  time  of  Sleep  (§.  597.) »  but  then  all 
the  voluntary  Mufcles  are  at  reft,  and  the  Lungs 
ftill  continue  to  labour. 

11  We  know  that  all  our  Juices  appear  globular, 
and  that  every  Particle  or  Body  preffed  equally  on 
every  Side,  and  turned  round  on  its  Axis  among 
others,  will  become  fpherical ;  but  this  being  the 
Cafe,  in  an  eminent  Degree,  with  the  Particles  of 
the  Chyle  in  the  Lungs,  it  is  in  them  chiefly  that 
their  globular  Figure  will  be  acquired.  What 
greatly  confirms  this  Action  of  the  Lungs,  is  the 
fwift  Motion  of  the  Blood  and  Chyle,  and  large 
Contact  betwixt  them  and  the  Arteries  in  this  Part, 
For  I  am  conftantly  confirmed  in  my  Opinion 
of  the  fanguiferous  Arteries  dividing  themfelves 
into  many  leflfer  Orders,  decreafing  in  Proportion 
to  the  Series  of  Globules,  and  that  all  thofe  Series 
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of  VelTels  are  difperfed  in  the  Lungs ;  and  there¬ 
fore  I  judge  that  it  is  in  the  Lungs,  that  the  Blood 
and  Chyle  are  prepared  and  fitted  to  pafs  fwiftly 
thro’  all  the  Series  of  Veffels  in  the  Body  ;  efpeci- 
ally  as  there  are  no  Glands  or  fecretory  Organs  in 
the  Lungs  to  retard  the  Blood.  The  lymphatic 
Veffels  obferved  in  the  Lungs  do  alfo  demonftrate, 
that  the  Branches  of  the  pulmonary  Blood- veffels 
are  not  all  of  them  fanguiferous,  but  that  they  di¬ 
vide  into  fmaller,  conveying  Juices  more  fubtle 
than  the  Blood. 

12  Three  things  are  required  to  a  perfed  Mixture 
in  a  compound  Fluid,  (r.)  an  Attenuation  or 
Smallnefs  of  its  Parts  •,  (2.)  an  inteftin^  Motion  of 
its  Particles  in  different  Courfes  and  Diredions ; 
(3.)  a  progreffive  Motion  or  Agitation  of  the  whole 
Mafs ;  all  which  Caufes  are  adminifter’d  to  the 
Blood  and  Chyle  in  the  Lungs  •  by  whofe  Adion 
it  is  that  the  Chyle,  after  it  has  circulated  for  fome 
time  diftinguifhable  from  the  Blood,  becomes  at 
length  homogeneous  with,  or  undifcernible  from 
the  Blood  itfelf. 

In  order  for  Nutrition,  it  is  neceffary  for  a 
large  Number  of  Globules  to  be  prepared  of  diffe¬ 
rent  Sizes,  that  every  Series  of  Veffels  may  be 
fupplied  with  thofe  that  fit  their  Diameters.  This 
then  will  be  another  Adion  of  the  Lungs,  to  di¬ 
vide  many  of  the  larger  Spherules  into  leffer  ones, 
whence  the  Fluidity  will  be  increafed,  and  poly- 
pofe  Concretions  prevented.  And  from  the  Sphe¬ 
ricity  and  Rotation  of  the  Particles,  their  Points  of 
Contad  will  be  continually  changing,  and  varying 
their  Diredions.  Hence  all  thofe  Particles  which 
eafily  affume  a  fpherical  Figure,  may  be  confidepd 
as  alimental  ^  thofe  which  affume  it  difficultly,  as 
medicinal ;  and  thofe  which  do  not  take  that  Shape 
at  all,  as  poifonous,  with  refped  to  the  Blood  and 
its  Veffels.  FI  2  The 
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14  The  Fluidity  will  be  preferved  as  well  by  the 
Motion  of  the  Globules  changing  their  Contacts,  as 
by  their  Sphericity,  or  Smallnefs  of  Contacts, 
with  the  conftant  Agitation  and  Dilution  of  them 
in  the  Lungs. 

IJ  We  obferved  a  little  before,  that  the  Heat  of 
the  Blood  was  communicated  to  the  Air  in  the 
Lungs,  and  that  therefore  the  Blood  was  cooled  in 
this  Vifcus :  But  in  this  place  we  again  aflfert,  that 
the  Blood  is  heated,  as  well  as  cooled,  in  the 
Lungs ;  which,  tho’  a  feeming  Contradiction  to 
the  fir  ft  Aflertion,  is  yet  true  in  Nature.  The 
venal  Blood  in  the  left  Ventricle  of  the  Heart,  is 
fomewhat  cooler  than  the  Blood  of  the  Arteries  ; 
and  the  fame  venal  Blood  is  (fill  farther  cooled  by 
the  Air  in  the  Lungs :  but  the  very  fame  Blood, 
when  arrived  in  the  left  Ventricle,  is  warmer  than 
before  it  was  expofed  to  the  Air  in  the  Lungs  ; 
whence  it  follows,  that  the  Blood  mu  ft  in  this  Vif¬ 
cus  acquire  a  Heat  more  than  fufficient  to  compen- 
fate  the  cooling  of  it  by  the  Air ;  which  Heat 
muft  arife  from  that  increafed  Attrition  the 
Blood  fuffers  here  ;  which  Attrition  is  alfo  the 
common  Caufe  of  the  Bloods  Heat  in  all  the  other 
Parts  of  the  Body.  That  the  Attrition  betwixt  the 
Blood  and  the  pulmonary  Veflels  is  very  great, 
may  be  concluded  from  the  additional  Preffure  of 
the  Air  by  which  they  are  forced  againft  each 
others  and  the  increafed  Velocity  with  which  the 
Blood  flows  thro’  the  Lungs,  which  are  conftantly 
working  *,  whereas  the  Contractions  of  the  Mufcles 
are  only  temporary.  This  Obfervation  holds 
true  throughout  all  Kinds  of  Animals  that  have 
two  Ventricles  in  the  Heart,  and  breathe  Air  into 
their  Lungs,  like  ourfelves ;  even  the  Blood  of 
the  Whale- kind  of  Fifh  that  inhabit  the  frozen 
Seas,  is  equally  hot  with  ours,  flnce  they  breathe. 

But 
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But  thole  Reptiles  and  amphibious  Creatures  which 
do  not  breathe,  or  have  but  one  Ventricle  in  the 
Heart:,  have  their  Blood  near  as  cold  as  the  Ele¬ 
ment  they  inhabit :  a  plain  Argument  that  the 

Lungs  are  the  chief  Inftruments  of  Heat  in  the 
Blood. 

z6  We  have  already  A  own,  that  the  feveral  Hu¬ 
mours  mixing  with  the  Chyle  (§  105.)  are  abforbed* 
and  pafs  with  it  into  the  venal  Blood  ;  and  that  the 
more  fubtle  Parts  of  all  the  fecerned  Juices  which 
ftay  any  time  in  their  Receptacles,  even  the  aqueous 
Dew  or  Vapours  of  the  exhaling  VefFels,  are  all 
returned  again  into  the  Blood  of  the  Veins,  fince 
tne  Arteries  return  nothing  ;  but  all  the  venal 
Blood  is  propellM  thro5  the  vafcular  Plexus  of  the 
pulmonary  Artery,  by  the  right  Ventricle,  in  the 
fame  time  that  it  paffes  by  the  Aorta  to  all  Parts  of 
the  Body,  which  at  lead  is  after  the  rate  of  fixteen 
Ounces  in  a  Minute  ;  but  it  is  evident,  the  eladic 
or  fpheroidical  Particles  of  the  Blood  cannot  be 
thus  fwiftly  drained  thro5  the  vafcular  Plexus  of 
eladic  and  refiding  Veffels  in  the  Lungs,  without 
making  a  very  intimate  Mixture  and  Attenuation 
of  the  feveral  Humours  therein  contained. 

17  The  Blood  in  the  pulmonary  Artery  is  venal 
and  dark-colour’d  5  but  when  it  has  paffed  thro5 
the  fame  into  the  pulmonary  Vein,  it  is  of  a  beau¬ 
tiful.  Scarlet :  this  additional  Rednefs  mud  have 
been  therefore  acquir5d  by  the  Blood  in  its  Paffage 
thro5  the  Lungs ;  tho3  the  Ancients  injudicioufly 
fought  for  the  Caufe  thereof  in  the  Liver.  Various 
Methods  have  been  taken  to  account  for  this 
greater  Degree  of  Rednefs  in  the  arterial  Blood  : 
Mr.  Boyle  obferved,.  that  Flefh  being  digeded  for 
fome  time  with  Oil  of  Vitriol  turned  red,  and 
therefore  fufpedfed  that  fome  thing  of  the  like  na¬ 
ture  happen’d  in  the  Blood :  Lower  and  others 
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derive  it  from  the  Nitre  in  the  Air  ;  and  various 
other  Opinions  have  been  darted.  But  they  none 
of  ’em  confider’d  that  each  red  Particle  of  the 
Blood  was  globular,  and  compofed  of  fix  yellow 
Spherules,  made  up  each  of  fix  white  Spherules  ; 
and  that  the  Blood  appeared  redder,  as  there  were 
more  of  the  yellow  Spherules  compounded  toge¬ 
ther.  They  alfo  did  not  obferve,  that  the  Blood 
of  thofe  People  was  the  mod  florid,  who  were  of 
the  dronged  Habits,  and  ufed  the  mod  Exercife. 
They  ought  to  have  been  acquainted  with  what 
Lewenhoek  difcover’d,  that  all  our  Malt  Liquors, 
Wines,  Bread,  and  all  farinaceous  Subdances  do 
fconfift,  both  before  and  after  their  Formation  into 
Chyle,  of  fmall,  lax  and  white  Spherules,  eafily 
divifible,  which  mixing  with  the  Blood,  are  often 
difcerned  floating  in  it  for  a  little  time  after  a 
Meal ;  but  in  four  and  twenty  Hours  after,  no 
fuch  Spherules  are  difcernible  in  theVeffels,  but 
they  are  all  converted  into  large  red  ones,  or  (mai¬ 
ler  yellow  ones,  and  dill  fmaller  pellucid  ones. 
*Tis  true,  the  whole  vafcular  Sydem  of  the  Body 
concurs  to  this  Tranfmutation  *,  the  Veins  mix  the 
crude  Chyle  and  Blood,  and  the  Arteries  grind 
them  together  with  a  confiderable  Force  :  but  the 
Adlion  or  Efficacy  of  the  Lungs  only,  in  this  re- 
fpe<d,  is  equal  to  that  of  all  the  other  Parts  of  the 
Body  ;  for  the  fame  Quantity  of  Blood  paflfes  thro* 
the  Lungs  in  the  fame  time  that  it  does  thro’  the 
whole  Body  *,  and  if  the  Quantity  of  Blood  be 
compared  with  the  Shortnefs  of  the  pulmonary 
Veflfels,  or  Space  it  runs  over,  it  will  give  a  very 
great  Velocity  ;  to  which  add  the  alternate  Force 
or  Impreffion  of  the  Air.  Yet  are  the  Lungs  not 
burd  by  thefe  comprefling  Forces  ;  for  the  Dilata¬ 
tion  of  the  Lungs,  and  the  Diflention  of  their  Vef- 
fels,  is  univerfally  determined  or  limited  by  the 
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Thorax  and  Diaphragm  on  one  Side,  and  by  the 
Atmofphere  on  the  other.  But  if  you  either  in- 
creafe  the  diftending  Force  of  the  Heart,  or  di~ 
miniffi  the  Preflure  of  the  Air,  the  Lungs  will 
then  be  wounded  ;  for  upon  the  higheft  Mountains, 
as  the  Pike  of  Leneriff. \  where  the  Air  is  exceeding 
light,  the  Blood  rufhes  out  of  the  Eyes,  Nofe  and 
Lungs,  becaufe  the  incumbent  Preffure  of  the  Air 
is  diminifhed  without  any  Abatement  of  the  Force 
of  the  Heart,  which  diflends  and  burfts  the  Veflels. 
It  therefore  follows,  that  the  Lungs  are  the  chief 
Organs  of  Sanguification ;  in  which  Operation 
they  always  perform  as  much  or  more  than  all  the 
other  Arteries  of  the  Body  :  for  you  can  no  fooner 
increafe  the  Motion  and  Attrition  of  the  Blood  in 
any  of  the  other  -V efiels,  but  the  Adtion  of  the 
Lungs  will  alfo  increafe  proportionably,  Refpi ra¬ 
tion  will  be  quicker,  and  the  Blood  tranfmitted 
thro9  them  more  forcibly  *,  nor  is  it  poflible  for  the 
Aorta  to  receive  more  Blood  than  is  derived  to  it 
thro9  the  Lungs.  Lower  indeed  computes  the 
Power  of  the  Mufcles  to  be  equal  with  the  Adtion 
of  the  Lungs  in  Sanguification  ;  but  neither  can 
the  Mufcles  tranfmit  fo  great  a  Quantity  of  Blood 
as  the  Lungs,  nor  with  that  Velocity,  nor  have  they 
the  other  Advantages  of  this  Organ  ;  as,  (i.)  the 
Preflure  of  the  Air,  computed  by  Keil  at  an  hun¬ 
dred  Pounds,  adting  immediately  on  the  Blood, 
from  which  it  is  feparated  only  by  very  thin  Mem¬ 
branes.  (2.)  The  exceeding  Smallnefs  of  the  Vef¬ 
lels.  The  Heart  is  indeed  a  very  flrong  Mufcle, 
and  may  be  judged  to  conduce  more  than  the  reft 
to  Sanguification,  (§.  16,2,  feq_.)  Somebody 
will  perhaps  objedt  that  Fifh  have  no  Lungs,  and 
yet  they  have  very  red  Blood.  9Tis  true,  the  Or¬ 
gans  of  Sanguification  have  a  different  Mechanifm 
in  Fifh ;  in  them  the  Heart  lies  in  the  Head,  in  a 
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fort  of  Bag,  with  only  one  Cavity  or  Ventricle, 
A  kind  of  Sacculus  receives  the  Blood  from  the 
Vein  below,  which  is  inftead  of  a  Cava  in  Fifh  \ 
which  Sacculus  contracts  and  conveys  it  to  the 
Heart  above,  which  next  contra&s  and  propells  the 
Blood  into  an  Artery  or  Aorta  ;  the  firft  Branch  of 
which  goes  to  the  Vifcera,  and  the  next  dividing 
into  two,  fends  one  of  them  to  the  Branchia  or 
Gills,  which  are  Cartilages  dividing  into  a  multi- 
tude  of  Arches  under  the  lower  Jaw,  upon  every 
one  of  which  are  extended  Branches  of  this  Artery 
in  a  reticular  Difpofition.  Thefe  Gills  in  Fifh  are 
conftantly  moving  both  above  and  under  Water, 
in  the  manner  of  Lungs,  whofe  Office  they  fup- 
ply  *,  tho5  their  Motion  is  not  fo  great  as  to  gene¬ 
rate  Heat  in  the  Blood,  whofe  Parts  are  therefore 
more  ellyptic  than  fpherical,  and  compofed  of  but 
very  few  red  Globules,  or  ellyptic  Spherules.  But 
the  Blood  of  thofe  Animals  which  have  neither 
Lungs  nor  Gills  is  without  any  Colour.  So  that 
this  Objection  from  Fifh  is  fo  far  from  oppofmg, 
that  it  confirms  my  Theory  of  Sanguification  in 
the  Lungs.  But  laftly,  fomebody  may  fay  that 
the  Blood  in  a  Fffitus  is  red,  tho*  the  Lungs  are 
quiefcent.  But  then  the  Blood  of  the  Foetus  is  de« 
rived  from  its  Mother,  and  ought  till  the  Birth  to 
be  efteemed  a  Part  of  her.  If  you  anfwTer  again, 
that  even  the  PunElum  fallens  in  an  Ovum  is  red  \ 
you  urge  an  Objection  the  moft  difficult  to  folve. 
But  we  know  from  Pitcairn  and  Bellini ,  that  the 
Air  penetrates  thro3  proper  Dufts  in  the  Egg  ;  and 
that  if  thefe  Duds  are  obflruCted  and  deprived  of 
their  Commerce  with  the  Air,  the  Chick  will  not 
at  all  hatch  or  advance  in  Growth  ;  and  the  Eggs 
of  Silkworms  will  not  hatch,  even  in  a  warm 
Place,  if  you  keep  them  clofe  ffiut  up  from  the 
Air  in  a  Glals. 
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§.201.  If  it  be  afked  whether  the  ponderous 
and  elaftic  }  Particles  of  the  Air  mix  with, 
or  enter  into  the  Blood  in  the  Lungs,  in  or¬ 
der  to  produce  vital  OJcillations  2  or  Vibrations 
by  their  Elafticity,  according  to  Borelli ;  we 
anfwer,  it  is  impoffible  for  fuch  elaftic  Parti¬ 
cles  to  enter  the  Blood  in  the  pulmonary  Ar¬ 
tery  ;  nor  have  we  any  Reafon  to  believe  that 
fuch  enter  the  Vein.  But  it  will  appear  very 
probable  that  no  fuch  elaftic  Particles  enter 
the  Blood  in  the  Lungs,  if  we  confider  the 
Comprejjion  s  of  the  Veins  by  the  Veficles, 
when  diftended  with  Air,  in  Infpiration  5  the 
comprefling  Force  of  the  Thorax  +  afting  on 
the  Veins  in  Expiration ;  the  particular  man¬ 
ner  in  which  the  pulmonary  Artery  opens  or 
changes  into  the  Vein  5 ;  the  very  difficult 
Paflage  that  elaftic  Air  meets  with  thro’  fmall 
DuBs  6,  which  are  cafily  pervious  to  Oil  7, 
Water,  or  Spirits ;  with  the  lubricating  Juice  8 
of  the  internal  Membrane  lining  the  Trachea ; 
and  the  pernicious  Confequence  9  of  fuch  Air 
when  arrived  into  the  Blood.  But  then  may 
not  the  very  fubtle,  vapory  and  attenuated 
Humours,  difcharged  into  the  Veficles  of  the 
Lungs  by  exhaling  Arteries,  be  again  abforb- 
ed  10  thence  by  patulent  Orifices,  and  con¬ 
vey’d  into  the  pulmonary  Veins?  This  indeed 
feems  probable ;  becaufe  even  the  cetaceous 
Injeftion  of  Ruyfch  paffes  thro’  the  Vein,  and 
tranfudes  into  the  Cavity  of  the  Veficles. 
However,  the  Air  has  been  fometimes  found. 
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in  a  considerable  Quantity,  in  the  Heart,  its 
coronary  Veffels  and  the  larger  Arteries,  by 
Sylvius  and  Ruyfch . 

1  I  fay  the  elaftic  Parts  of  the  Air ;  becaufe  it 
is  a  Chaos  or  confufed  Mixture  of  the  Particles  of 
all  Bodies:  For  in  it  we  find  (i.)  Fire,  which  pe¬ 
netrates  all  Bodies,  and  therefore  cannot  be  exclu¬ 
ded  from  the  Lungs.  (2.)  Exhalations,  whofe 
Quantities  and  Qualities  are  various  and  undeter¬ 
mined,  and  therefore  do  not  come  under  our  Con¬ 
federation  of  the  Air’s  Efficacy  with  regard  to  Re¬ 
spiration.  For  the  Air  is  freely  refpired  by  the 
Lungs,  as  well  in  the  dry  Countries  of  Arabia  as 
in  the  marfhy  ones  of  Holland.  (3.)  Water,  which 
readily  paffes  into  the  Air,  but  yet  we  breathe  a  cold 
and  dry  Air  more  eafily  than  a  moift  one.  (4.) 
Laftly,  the  elaftic  Particles,  concerning  which  our 
Queftion  is,  whether  they  enter  the  Veins  of  the 
Lungs,  mix  with  the  Blood,  and  then  exert  their 
Elafticity,  to  excite  Ofcillations  therein.  But  it 
muft  be  obferved,  that  the  fame  elaftic  Particles 
become  inelaftic,  and  put  on  another  Nature  under 
different  Circumftances ;  for  though  thefe  are  com- 
preffible  in  the  common  Atmofphere,  and  repell 
each  other  ftrongly,  in  proportion  to  their  Con- 
ta<5b,  yet,  when  interfperled  in  the  Parts  of  Li¬ 
quors,  they  change  their  elementary  Texture,  be¬ 
come  inelaftic,  and  afford  no  Signs  of  their  having 
any  Spring,  without  the  Application  of  Fire, 
Freezing,  Effervefcence,  Fermentation  •,  or  laftly, 
the  removing  fo  much  of  the  atmofpherical  Weight 
as  will  reduce  the  Mercury  in  the  Barometer  from 
twenty  nine  to  fourteen  Inches  height.  That  the 
Air  would  thus  enter  into,  and  become  permanent 
or  fix’d  in  Liquors,  was  firfl  demonftrated  to  11s 
by  M.  Mariot ,  who  found  this  Air  in  all  the  Li¬ 
quors 
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quors  that  he  could  try  by  Experiment  *  and  has 
fhewn  that  the  Air  will  enter  and  fix  itfelf  in  all 
Liquors  till  they  are  faturated  with  a  certain  Quan¬ 
tity,  beyond  which  you  cannot  force  them  to  take 
in  any  more  Air.  I  fome  Years  ago  fill’d  a  long- 
neck’d  Phial  with  Water,  and  forced  out  its  in¬ 
cluded  Air,  in  form  of  Bubbles,  by  the  Air- 
Pump  ;  but  upon  leaving  the  fame  Water  expofed 
to  the  Air  for  twenty  four  Hours,  it  had  abforb- 
ed  as  much  Air  as  it  contained  before  ;  and  then, 
upon  Agitation,  and  endeavouring  to  force  more 
Air  into  it,  there  would  not  enter  one  Particle. 
In  this  manner  the  Air,  embodied  in  our  Aliments, 
paffes  with  the  Chyle  into  the  Blood;  but  then  it 
neither  exerts  any  Elafticity,  nor  produces  any  Of- 
cillation  in  the  Liquors  containing  it ;  and,  as  the 
Air  never  paffes  in  an  elaftic  State  into  the  Blood, 
it  cannot  there  produce  any  of  the  Effects  afcribed 
to  it.  But  the  Afferters  of  elaftic  Air  entring  the 
Blood  in  the  Lungs,  bring  a  capital  Experiment 
to  prove  their  Opinion  ;  viz,  they  can,  by  the 
Pump,  force  elaftic  Air  out  of  the  Blood,  taken 
from  the  pulmonary  Artery,  and  much  more  a- 
bundantly  from  the  Blood  of  the  pulmonary  Vein  ; 
whence,  fay  they,  the  Blood  muft  have  taken  up  a 
good  deal  of  Air  in  the  Lungs,  as  it  paffed  from  the 
Artery  into  the  Vein.  But  they  don’t  confider 
that  their  very  Experiment  makes  this  elaftic  Air 
out  of  inelaftic  Matter  ;  and  that  we  are  from 
hence  only  allured,  that  the  permanent  or  fixed 
Air  is  more  eafily  extricable  in  an  elaftic  State, 
from  the  Blood ,  after  its  Attenuation  by  the 
Lungs,  than  before :  Therefore  their  Experiment 
does  not  demonftrate  more  Air  in  the  venal  than 
in  the  arterial  Blood  of  the  Lungs,  only  that  it  is 
more  extricable  in  the  former,  as  Fit  cairn  juftly 
obferves. 
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a  Borelli  obferving  that  the  Blood  maintained  its 
Fluidity  in  the  Veffels,  and  congealed  after  Extra- 
vafation,  endeavoured  to  account  for  the  Phoeno- 
menon  by  an  Ofcillation,  or  a  contracting  and  di¬ 
lating  Motion  in  the  aereal  Particles,  exciting  an 
inteftine  Luftus  in  the  Blood  ^  for,  fays  he,  the 
Air  being  comprefied  by  the  Arteries  in  their  Sy- 
flole,  will,  by  its  Elafticity,  re-act  and  excite  a 
vibratory  Motion  in  the  Particles  of  the  Blood. 
His  Hypothefis,  tho’  too  weak  to  need  any  Refu¬ 
tation,  has  yet  been  inconfiderately  received  by  the 
Italians  after  him. 

3  When  the  Veficles  are  diftended  with  Air,  by 
preffing  on  the  Veins  the  Blood  will  refill:  the  En¬ 
trance  of  elaftic  Particles  •,  and  if  the  Air  found  Ad- 
milTion  into  them,  it  wou’d  not  inflate  the  Lungs, 
but  run  into  the  Heart  and  Blood-veflfels. 

4  For  then  the  Lungs  are  comprefled  by  the 
Contraction  of  the  Thorax,  which  expells  the  Air 
thro*  the  Trachea. 

5  As  the  pulmonary  Artery  and  Vein  are  con¬ 
tinuous  to  each  other,  without  any  intervening 
Cryptae,  or  Cells  and  Ducts  large  enough  to  ad¬ 
mit  any  of  the  Blood  ;  there  is  no  room  for  any 
Admittance  of  the  Air  here.  But  yet,  as  there 
are  exhaling  Veffels  in  the  Cavity  of  the  Lungs, 
difcharging  an  aqueous  Moifture  *,  fo  there  are  alfo 
abforbing  ones  that  admit  watery,  infectious,  and 
other  Particles  of  the  Air  *,  and  even  by  a  ftrong 
Inflation  of  the  Lungs  in  the  expiring  Animal,  be¬ 
fore  the  abforbing  Ducts  collapfe  by  Death,  the 
Air  itfelf  will  enter  by  them  into  the  pulmonary 
Veins,  and  return  to  the  Heart.  But  then,  in  a 
natural  State,  the  Lungs  never  fufler  fuch  a  Pref- 
fure  as  will  force  the  Air  itfelf  into  their  Veins. 
Therefore  no  Air  enters  the  Blood  by  die  Lungs 
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but  in  a  fixt  or  permanent  State,  as  it  enters  and 
exifls  in  Liquors. 

6  Thus  a  Bladder  taken  out  of  an  Animal 
will  retain  Air  tho5  it  tranfmits  Water  *,  which  is 
an  Argument  that  there  are  Pores  pervious  to  Li¬ 
quors  and  impervious  to  Air.  And  Water  beinp" 
forced  into  the  Lungs  when  they  begin  to  putrify^ 
will  tranfude  thro5  the  Pores  of  their  Membranes \ 
blit  as  thole  Duds  aie  pervious  to  aqueous  Liquors 
9tis  not  likely  they  fhould  admit  Air,  for  Water 
refills  Air  ,  and  therefore  VVatermen  wet  their 
Sails  to  prevent  the  Air  from  palling  through  their 
Pores,  to  make  the  greater  Preffure.  Add  to  this 
that  the  Air  entring  the  Lungs  will  be  refilled  by  a 
Mucus  lining  the  Trachea,  Bronchia,  and  Vehicles, 
fo  that  it  cannot  pafs  through  the  Pores  into  the 
Blood-veiTels. 

1 7  Thus, .  in  the  Air-pump  of  Mr.  Boyle ,  the 
whole  Weight  of  the  Atmofphere  cannot  prels 
thro"  the  oiled  Leathers  interpofed  betwixt  the 
j  endures ;  and  it  is  very  eafy  for  the  Air  to  pafs 
through  a  Mixture  of  Oil  and  Water. 

8  The  bibulous  Veins  of  the  Bronchia  always 
float  in  a  vifcid,  mucilaginous  Liquor,  lubricating 
the  internal  Superficies  of  the  Lungs ;  but  the  Air 
will  not  enter  Duds  that  are  fill’d  with  a  watery 
Liquor,  and  will  be  dill  more  refilled  by  the  phi- 
tinous  Mucus.  ° 

. 9  For  Air  being  forced  into  the  Veins  of  an  A- 
nimal,  does,  in  a  little  time,  obflrud  the  final! 
\  effels  ol  tne  Lungs,  and  caufe  a  ratal  Peripneu- 
mony  ;  or  elfe  by  endeavouring  to  make  its  way 
thro5  Duds  that  are  impervious  to  it,  it  burlts 
them,  and  occafions  hidden  Death. 

^  L  is  by  tnele  absorbing  Orifices  that  watery 
Vanours  are  often  highly  ferviceable  in  acute  Dif- 
y  and  I  know  a  -Remedy  wnich  the  Lungs 

thus 
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thus  abforb  almoft  as  faft  as  a  Sponge  does  Water  *, 
•viz.  the  Fumes  of  warm  Vinegar  in  a  Peripneu- 
mony.  It  is  alfo  by  this  Abforption  of  the  Lungs 
that  contagious  Difeafes  are  communicated  barely 
by  talking  with  the  fick  ;  and  therefore  a  Phyfi- 
cian  ought  never  to  vifit  fuch  Patients  when  he  is 
fading,  or  his  Circulation  dep  refled,  becaufe  the 
Abforption  is  then  greateft.  But  yet  I  do  not 
think  that  the  permanent  Air,  which  we  difcover 
in  the  Blood,  and  make  elaftic  by  Experiments, 
is  this  way  abforbed  ;  but  enters  with  the  Chyle 
from  our  Aliments,  which  are  all  of  them,  both 
folid  and  fluid,  faturated  with  inelaftic  Air,  which 
pafles  in  that  State  thro’  all  the  digeftive  or  Chylo- 
poietic  Organs.  This  is  alfo  more  likely  than  that 
the  Air  fhould  be  convey’d  into  the  Blood  by  in¬ 
haling  Veflels  of  the  Skin,  and  exhaled  again  by 
the  Perfpiracles  of  the  fame  Emundtory.  Laftly, 
the  ftrongeft  Argument  to  prove  the  Air  is  not 
received  into  the  Blood ,  is  taken  from  the  Experi¬ 
ment  I  before  mentioned  (n.  i.),  that  Liquors  ab¬ 
forb  Air  till  they  are  faturated,  and  no  longer  ; 
now  if  the  Blood  contains  Air,,  as  we  know  it  does, 
it  muft  be  either  faturated  or  not ;  if  the  laft,  the 
Blood  in  the  Lungs  will  take  in  Air  till  it  is  re¬ 
plete  •,  but  then  this  Air  no  fooner  enters  the  Blood, 
than  it  loofes  its  Elafticity,  and  becomes  fix’d,  as 
in  other  Liquors  :  But  fuppofing  the  Blood  to  be 
already  faturated,  it  can  then  abforb  no  more  Air 
in  the  Lungs,  and  if  any  be  forced  into  them  by 
Preflure  it  will  remain  elaftic  and  prove  fatal.  I 
ihall  now  only  mention  one  more  Experiment  that 
I  made  to  determine  the  Point  in  Controverfy  % 
viz.  we  know  that  by  removing  the  Preflure  of  the 
Atmofphere  by  the  Air-pump,  the  Stomach, 
Lungs,  Bladder,  or  any  other  Part  which  contains 
ever  fo  little  elaftic  Air,  will  then  fwell  >  I  there¬ 
fore 
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fore  ty’d  up  a  Portion  of  the  pulmonary  Artery 
at  each  End,  before  it  was  cut  out,  and  then  put  it 
into  the  exhaufted  Receiver,  where  it  appeared  to 
contain  no  Air,  by  not  making  any  Intumefcence. 
I  did  not  think  the  Vein  proper  for  this  Experi¬ 
ment  becaufe  of  its  abforbing  Power* 

§.  202.  Whether  or  no  the  Blood  is  pro¬ 
pelled  into  the  Lungs,  and  expofed  to  the  Air 
there,  to  be  cooled  x,  and  freed  from  its  fulligi- 
nous  Fumes  2,  or  to  receive  fome  Spirit  3  ? 
Such  has  been  formerly  the  Doftrine  of  the 
Schools  ;  but  without  any  Authority  from  our 
Senfes,  Anatomy,  and  Thermometers. 

7  The  cooling  of  the  Blood  in  the  Lungs,  pro- 
pofed  by  the  Ancients  and  revived  by  Cartefius , 
comes  pretty  near  the  Truth;  for  fince  the  At- 
mofphere  is  always  colder  than  the  Blood  in  the 
Lungs,  from  which  it  is  feparated  only  by  very 
thin  Membranes,  it  mull  inevitably  take  off  fome 
Oi  tne  Heat ;  which  is  alfo  confirmed  by  a  warm 
Air,  equally  hot  with  the  Blood,  being  deftrudive 
to  all  Animals  which  have  Lungs;  and  it  is  cer¬ 
tain  that  the  human  Lungs  labour  more  as  the 
Air  is  warmer  or  the  Blood  hotter  than  ufual, 
whether  the  latter  proceeds  from  a  Fever,  exter¬ 
nal  Heat,  or  mufcular  Motion.  But  tjio’  we 
allow  that  the  Blood  is  cool’d,  or  communicates 
Part  of  its  Heat  to  the  Air  in  the  Lungs,  yet 
you  muft  not  imagine  this  to  be  the  great Ijfe  of 
the  Lungs,  for  it  is  only  an  Accident  or  Confe- 
quence  from  the  Air ;  fince  the  Lungs,  confider- 
ed  in  themfelves,  are  fo  far  from  "cooling  the 
Blood,  that  by  their  Structure  and  Addon  they 
increafe  its  Heat,  as  much  or  more  than  the  Air 
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abates  it,  as  appears  from  the  Blood  of  the  pulmo¬ 
nary  Vein  being  warmer  than  that  of  its  correfpond- 
ing  Artery. 

*  Galen  and  the  Ancients  fuppofed  that  an  in¬ 
nate  Heat  refided  in  the  Heart,  by  which  the 
Blood  was  warmed ;  and  that  this  Heat  was  fed  or 
fupported  by  a  radical  Moifture,  which  it  confu- 
med;  whence  proceeded  thofe  Fumes  or  Vapours 
difcharged  by  the  Wind-pipe,  as  the  Smoak  of  a 
Fire  by  its  Chimney,  and  from  hence  too  they 
deduced  that  Drougth  and  Blacknefs  of  the  Tongue 
and  Mouth,  obfervable  in  many  acute  Fevers. 
But  this  Blacknefs  of  the  Tongue  arifes  from  a 
Stagnation  and  Corruption  of  the  thick  Juices  in 
the  exhaling  Veftels  of  this  Organ  ;  whence,  if 
you  fcrape  a  black  Tongue,  the  Blood  generally 
follows.  5Tis  indeed  certain  that  no  inconfidera- 
ble  Quantity  of  Vapours  are  difcharged  by  the 
Wind-pipe  from  the  Lungs ;  but  thefe  in  a  healthy 
State  are  altogether  aqueous,  and  partake  neither 
of  the  Nature  of  Smoak,  Fire,  or  any  other  ma¬ 
lignant  Quality  ;  as  is  evident  from  its  condenfing 
into  meer  watery  Drops,  when  ones  Breath  is 
blow’d  againlt  a  Looking- Glafs,  from  which  the 
Moifture  will  entirely  evaporate  again  into  the 
Air,  without  leaving  any  Refiduum. 

3  This  Spirit,  according  to  Galen  and  the  Am 
dents  was  received  from  the  Air  into  the  pulmonary 
Vein,  by  which  it  pafied  into  the  left  Ventricle, 
and  there  imparted  that  vital  Faculty  to  the  arte¬ 
rial  Blood,  as  enabled  it  to  run  into  all  Parts  of 
the  Body.  5Tis  certain  that  elementary  Fire,  and 
all  other  fubtle  Bodies  in  the  Air,  do  enter  into, 
and  mix  with  the  Blood  in  the  Lungs  *,  but  then 
this  is  no  more  than  what  happens  in  common  to 
the  whole  Superficies  of  the  Body,  in  which  there 
is  not  a  fingle  Pore  that  can  exclude  the  moft  fubtle 
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Corpufcles  in  the  Air ;  which  being  the  common 
Medium  or  Bodies,  reduces  them  to  the  fame  Tem¬ 
perature  ;  and  I  have  in  my  Chemiftry  demonftra- 
ted  that  at  one  and  the  fame  time,  the  Thermo¬ 
meter  fhews  that  Gold,  Snow,  and  Wool  have 
the  fame  Degree  of  Cold. 

§.  203.  Sylvius ,  and  many  of  the  Chemifls, 
have  taught,  that  the  Blood  becoming  almofc 
boiling  or  Icalding  by  a  hot  Effervejcence  1  in 
the  right  Ventricle  of  the  Heart,  was  drove 
from  thence  into  the  Lungs  to  be  there  extin- 
guifhed,  cool’d,  and  condenfed  by  the  cold 
and  nitrous  Quality  of  the  Air  ;  but  this  their 
Hypothefis  is  contrary  to  Experience.  Others 
have  thought  that  a  fubtle  Nitre  2  of  the  Air 
was  mix’d  with  the  Blood  in  the  Lungs,  to 
give  it  a  florid  or  purple  Colour;  of  which 
Opinion  was  the  eminent  Dr.  Lower ;  but  even 
this  Hypothefis  is  not  much  more  confonant  to 
1  ruth  and  Experience.  In  the  mean  time  it 
is  certain  that  the  Air  communicates  or  per¬ 
forms  fomething  more  in  the  Lungs  than 
what  we  have  yet  difcovered  ;  for  if  it  be  not 
perpetually  renew'd  3  it  kills  the  Animal,  not 
from  its  being  heated,  rarified,  or  condenfed, 
but  from  fome  other  latent  Change :  %ery, 
Whether  it  is  not  from  the  Deftrudtion  of  its 
Elasticity  ?  and  whether  this  is  not  the  fecret 
Pabulum  of  Life  in  the  Air,  fo  much  talk¬ 
ed  of  by  the  Alchemifts  ?  Laftly,  It  may  be 
afked,why  a  Perfon  cannot  breathe  under  Wa¬ 
ter,  but  is  quickly  fuffocated  4,  notwithftand- 
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ing  the  Thorax  and  Lungs  remaining  capa¬ 
ble  of  an  alternate  Contra&ion  and  Dilatation, 
by  a  Continuance  of  the  fame  Caufes,  might 
feem  to  have  the  fame  Action  with  the  Air  ? 
This  is  no  eafy  Queftion  5. 

1  We  have  before  fhew’d  that  the  Blood  cannot 
receive  any  fuch  Heat  or  Effervefcence,  neither 
from  any  Fire  of  the  Heart,  nor  any  Ebullition 
of  the  Blood  with  an  acid  Chyle,  nor  with  an  acid 
Lymph  and  Spirits.  Vide  §.  164  and  18. 

a  This  was  the  Syftem  of  Lower  and  Mayow , 
after  they  had  difcarded  the  Biolychnium ,  or  Flam- 
inula  Vitalis  in  the  Heart,  fuppofed  by  Willis . 
Thofe  Gentlemen  obferving  that  the  Blood  in  the 
pulmonary  Artery  was  of  a  dark  red  Colour,  and 
of  a  bright  Scarlet  in  the  Vein,  inferred  that  it 
inuft  have  acquired  that  Height  of  Colour  in  paf- 
fing  the  Lungs;  Lowzr  again  thought  that  it 
muft  be  derived  from  the  Air  in  Refpiration,  be- 
caufe  the  Blood  would  be  thus  florid  even  by  one 
Inflation  of  the  Lungs,  but  not  at  all  if  the  Wind¬ 
pipe  was  ty’d.  This  they  thought  was  the  more 
probable,  and  even  demonftrable,  from  the  Sur¬ 
face  of  extra  vafated  Blood  looking  florid,  whereas 
at  Bottom  or  Withinfide  it  looked  black,  as  having 
had  no  Contact  with  the  Air;  but  even' the  Bot¬ 
tom,  after  it  had  been  expoled  to  the  Air,  became 
equally  florid  with  the  Top;  from  all  which  they 
thought  it  apparent,  that  the  florid  Colour  of  the 
Blood  arofe  from  the  Air;  but  in  the  Air  they 
found  nothing  fo  likely  to  produce  this  Effect  as 
a  volatile  Nitre,  fince  this  Salt  floats  in  the  Air, 
and  will  alio  make  Flefli  look  of  a  red  Colour. 
But  I  object,  (1.)  that  Nitre  is  a  Salt  not  volatile 
with  lefsthan  230  Degrees  of  Heat,  and  the  Air 

is 
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is  hardly  ever  fo  hot  as  go *  nor  is  it  properly 
Nitre  that  floats  in  the  Air  but  a  volatile  acid* 
which,  by  meeting  with  earthy  and  inflammable 
Particles,  becomes  a  neutral  Salt  or  Nitre.  (2.) 
It  is  not  the  Property  of  Nitre  only  to  change  the 
Blood  florid,  but  mo  ft  other  faline  Subftances  will 
do  the  fame,  as  common  Salt,  Borax,  Tartar  re¬ 
generated,  Venice  Soap,  &c.  Add  to  this,  that 
the  venal  Blood  will  appear  equally  florid  with  the 
arterial,  only  by  a  brifk  Agitation,  and  after  let¬ 
ting  it  ftand  ftill  it  will  become  black  again.  (3.) 
We  are  convinced  that  the  Blood  becomes  more 
florid  barely  by  increafing  mufcular  Motion  ;  and 
every  Farrier  knows  what  a  Difference  there  is  in 
the  Colour  ol  a  Horfe’s  Blood  that  has  been  a  long 
Journey,  and  one  that  has  refted  a  long  time  in  the 
Stable.  The  Blood  of  a  cachedic  Woman  is  very 
watery,  and  of  an  obfcure  red  ;  but  by  increafing 
the  Blood’s  Motion  with  Frictions,  Exercife,  and 
Medicines,  it  recovers  its  bright  Colour  again  by 
degrees  ;  whereas  without  thofe  means  it  would 
have  continued  in  its  firft  impoveriflied  State.  Some 
may  objed,  in  behalf  of  Dr.  Lower ,  that  thefe 
means  will  quicken  the  Courfe  of  the  Blood  thro’ 
the  Lungs,  which  will  therefore  impart  more  of 
the  Air’s  Efficacy;  but  this  will  be  little  more 
than  a  Subterfuge :  And  we  have  before  demon- 
ftrated  that  the  Lungs  conduce  more  to  the  Red- 
nefs  of  the  Blood  than  all  the  Mufcles  of  the  Body 
(§.  200.  n.  uh.)  :  And  (4.)  we  alfo  demonftrate 
(§.  200  and  226.)  that  the  red  Colour  of  the  Blood 
does  not  arife  from  any  Salts,  but  by  the  Combina¬ 
tion  of  the  pellucid  and  ferous  Globules,  by  fixes 
into  the  larger  red  Globules,  which  Combination 
of  the  Globules  is  effeded  more  by  the  Adion  of 
the  Lungs  than  of  the  Arteries  and  Mufcles,  but 
not  at  all  by  any  nitrous  Salt  of  the  Ain  (5.)  In- 
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(lead  of  proving,  it  is  begging  the  Queftion,  to 
fay  that  this  Appearance  of  the  Blood  arifes  from 
the  Abforption  of  an  aereal  Nitre  in  the  Lungs, 
when  we  find  the  fame  in  Fifh  which  neither 
breathe  nor  have  Lungs ;  and  yet  their  Blood  is 
fufRciently  red,  tho’  no  Proof  can  be  made  of  any 
Air  being  abforbed  from  the  Water  which  paffes 
thro5  their  Gills.  It  mu  ft  indeed  be  owned,  that 
Fifh  have  a  Bladder  of  Air,  by  contracting  or  di¬ 
lating  which  they  can  either  rife  or  fall  in  the  Wa¬ 
ter,  and  fometimes  emerge  above  its  Surface  ;  but 
then  no  Communication  can  be  demonftrated  be¬ 
twixt  this  Air-bladder  and  the  Gills,  even  by  the 
Confeflion  of  M.  Du  Verney ,  who  perfuades  him- 
felf  that  the  Gills  attract  Air. 

5  It  is  an  extraordinary  Experiment  in  Pneuma¬ 
tics,  that  convinces  us  no  Animal  can  fur vive  long 
by  breathing  the  fame  Air  that  has  once  entred  the 
Lungs,  unlefs  freih  Air  be  continually  fupplied  to 
it.  For  a  Bird  being  included  in  a  Glafs  with  a 
Thermometer,  having  no  Commerce  with  the  At- 
mofphere,  vomits  and  dies  in  lefs  than  an  Hour,, 
without  caufing  the  Thermometer  to  afcend :  And 
therefore  it  cannot  proceed  from  the  Air  being 
over-heated  by  the  Bird  •,  nor  can  it  be  from  any 
venomous  or  noxious  Vapours,  ftnce  none  fuch 
can  be  proved  or  demonftrated  in  the  Air  we  have 
once  breathed.  What  then  have  we  in  the  confi¬ 
ned  Air  to  account  for  this,  but  the  Deftrutftion  of 
its  Elafticity,  whence  it  will  not  be  able  to  diftend 
the  Lungs,  nor  maintain  Fire  or  Flame,  &c.  But 
not  only  Animals,  but  even  all  the  Ova,  both  of 
them  and  Vegetables,  require  a  free  Commerce 
with  elaftic  Air  to  become  prolific,  which  Elafti¬ 
city  they  deftroy,  and  therefore  require  a  Succeffi- 
on  or  Renovation  of  fuch  Air :  Is  not  this  there¬ 
fore  the  occult  Pabulum  of  Life,  or  the  Bird  of 

Hermes , 
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Hermes ,  fo  obvious  to  all,  and  yet  fo  long  con¬ 
cealed  from  Mankind.  I  before  obferved  to  you 
that  the  Eggs  of  Silk- worms  will  not  hatch,  oven 
in  a  warm  Seafon,  while  they  remain  fhut  up  in  a 
Bottle. 

4  When  a  Perfon  is  under  Water  ’tis  evident  he 
cannot  let  the  Air  into  his  Lungs,  tho*  he  may 
expel  moftof  the  Air  that  is  in  them  *,  neither  will 
Water  be  admitted  either  thro’  the  Glottis  or  the 
Gula,  fince  they  will  be  doled  by  Inftind,  or  an 
ihconfcious  Contraction  of  their  Mufcles-,  but 
without  an  alternal  Contraction  and  Dilatation  of 
the  Lungs  by  Refpiration,  the  Blood  cannot  pafs 
thro’  them  from  the  right  to  the  left  Side  of  the 
Heart  f§,  200.) ;  the  Blood  will  then  be  urged 
into  the  pulmonary  Artery  till  it  refits  the  right 
Ventricle,  which  will  then  be  unable  to  empty  it- 
felf,  and  remain  diftended,  while  the  pulmonary 
Vein  and  left  Ventricle,  not  receiving  their  Blood 
as  ufual,  will  remain  flaccid  and  unadive  ;  in  the 
mean  time  the  Aorta  and  all  its  Brandies  will 
contrad  and  force  their  Blood  into  the  lefs  re¬ 
filling  Veins,  whence  the  Cava  and  right  Auricle 
will  be  diftended  for  want  of  a  Faftage  to  the 
Blood  thro’  the  Lungs,  and  therefore  Suffocation 
enfues,  or  the  Blood’s  Motion  ceafes.  And  thus 
it  alfo  is  with  People  who  are  hang’d  ;  only  in  them 
there  is  a  Compreftion  of  the  Brain  alfo,  or  an 
Apoplexy,  from  the  Cord  obftruding  the  jugular 
Veins. 

5  We  m uft  not  here  omit  the  famous  Experi¬ 
ment  of  Dr.  Hooke ,  defigned.  to  prove  that  the 
Blood  may  pafs  through  the  Lungs  without  their 
alternate  Dilatation  and  Contraction.  This  Gentle¬ 
man  laid  bare  the  Wind-pipe  of  a  live  Dog,  whofe 
Thorax  was  opened,  and  by  blowing  into  the 
Lungs  with  a  Pair  of  Bellows,  he  found  that  the 

I  3  dying 
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dying  Animal  by  this  means  came  to  Life  again, 
and  continued  alive,  though  the  Lungs  were  only 
kept  diftended  with  Air  by  the  Bellows*,  whence 
he  concluded  that  the  Blood  pafled  freely  through 
the  Lungs  tho*  they  were  quiefcent.  But  we  muft 
obferve  (i.)  that  the  Dr.  confeffes  his  Experi¬ 
ment  would  not  hold  long  without  repeating  the 
Inflation*,  and  (2.)  that  he  made  feveral  Incifions 
in  the  Lungs  that  the  Air  might  pals  freely  thro5 
them  without  ftagnating  *,  and  therefore  the  Ex¬ 
periment  is  no  ways  concluflve. 

§.  204.  But  we  know  both  by  Caufes  and 
EfFe&s,  that  the  Chyle  is  rather  confufedly  1 
than  perfedtly  mixed  in  the  right  Ventricle  of 
the  Heart;  and  that  in  the  left  Ventricle  they 
appear  more  intimately  combined  :  We  alfo 
know  that  when  the  Lungs  2  are  ftrong  they 
duly  perform  every  thing  mentioned  at  §.  200. 
but  when  they  are  weak  or  impaired,  their 
Effefts  on  the  Blood  and  Chyle  are  much 
more  imperfedt. 

1  The  Blood  of  the  right  Ventricle  neither  ap- 

?ears  fo  uniform  nor  florid  as  in  the  left,  and 
sower  tells  us  he  has  fometimes  found  curdled 
Milk  in  the  former,  but  never  in  the  left  Ventrir 
cle  or  in  the  pulmonary  Vein  ;  whence  it  follows, 
that  the  Chyle  and  Blood  are  moll  intimately  mix¬ 
ed  in  the  Lungs. 

a  In  general  the  Combination  and  Solidity  of  the 
Parts  of  the  Blood  arifes  from  the  Adfion  of  the  Ar¬ 
teries  and  Mufcles*,  but  their  Attrition  is  much 
greater  in  the  Lungs  than  in  any  other  Part  of  the 
Body,fince  the  fame  Quantity  pafies  in  the  fame  time 
through  the  Lungs  as  through  all  the  other  Parts  ; 

whence 
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whence  it  happens  that  when  the  Lungs  are  weak¬ 
en’d,  fcirrhous,  eroded,  ulcerated,  confumed,  or 
attached.  Sanguification  is  much  impaired,  the 
Blood  is  more  watery,  and  the  Cruor  lefs  than  it 
ought  to  be.  Hence  in  confumptive  People  the 
Chyle  is  neither  afiimilated  nor  the  Blood  compar¬ 
ed,  but  the  Globules  of  the  laft  feparate  into  fmall- 
er,  till  they  run  through  the  fmall  Dufts  of  the 
Skin  in  form  of  Sweat  ;  and  as  this  A6tion  of  the 
Lungs  is  analagous  to  that  of  Mufcles,  fo  it  can  be 
only  compenfateci  by  gentle  Exercife  and  riding  on 
Horfeback,  or  in  a  Coach  upon  the  Stones,  where¬ 
by  the  Blood  and  Chyle  receive  the  fame  Attrition 
in  the  V effels  as  they  ought  to  have  in  the  Lungs. 

§.  205.  After  the  Blood  has  received  the 
Impreffion  of  the  Lungs  in  the  fmalleft  Arte¬ 
ries,  it  flows  from  them  into  the  enlarging 
Veins,  where  being  lefs  prefs’d,  and  urged 
with  contrary  Motions,  it  does,  by  the  Rla- 
fticity  of  its  Parts,  expand  and  rarify  a  little, 
whence  becoming  more  frothy,  red  and  flo¬ 
rid,  it  paffes  into  the  left  Auricle  and  Ven¬ 
tricle. 

§.  206.  By  pafiing  into  the  left  Auricle, 
though  much  lefs  than  the  right,  the  Parti¬ 
cles  of  the  Blood  are  again  mixed  in  fome 
degree,  and  prevented  from  feparating  into 
different  Sorts,  or  from  running  into  Cohefi- 
ons  (as  per  §.  163.):  But  as  the  Blood  is  here 
more  fluid  and  lefs  liable  to  Concretions  than 
before  its  fwift  Propulfion  through  the  Vef- 
fds  of  the  Lungs  j  therefore  the  left  Auricle 
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is  both  lefs  1  in  Size  and  more  Ample  in  its  Fa¬ 
bric  than  the  right. 

1  The  Smallnefs  of  the  left  Auricle  is  compen- 
fated  by  the  Largenefs  of  the  left  Sinus,  which  is 
as  much  larger  than  the  right  Sinus,  as  the  right 
Auricle  is  larger  than  the  left-,  fo  that  each  Au¬ 
ricle  and  Sinus  taken  together,  are  equally  capaci¬ 
ous  to  receive  and  retain  the  Blood  while  the  Ven¬ 
tricles  are  in  their  Syftole.  But  the  left  Auricle  is 
much  weaker  and  fmoother  than  the  right,  becaufe 
the  Blood  having  been  but  lately  attenuated  in 
the  Lungs  does  notivant  to  be  farther  divided  by 
the  mufcular  Threads,  necefifary  for  the  more  crude 
and  (lowly  moving  Blood  of  the  Cava. 

§.  207.  The  Blood  and  Chyle  thus  arriving 
in  the  left  Ventricle  of  the  Heart  with  little  or 
no  flaying  by  the  way  ;  is  then,  by  the  con- 
trading  Power  of  the  fame  V entricle,  fwiftly 
and  flrongly  propell’d  into  the  Aorta,  and*  by 
thrulling  forwards  the  preceding  Blood  moves 
the  whole  Mafs. 

T  The  left  V entricle  expells  about  two  Ounces 
of  Blood  into  the  Arteries  at  each  Syftole  *,  but  the 
Arteries  being  full,  the  Aorta  muft  dilate  fuffici- 
ent  to  receive  that  Quantity,  which  Dilatation  pro¬ 
ceeds  inftantly  throughout  the  whole  arterial  Sy- 
ftem,  driving  forwards  the  preceding  Blood  by  that 
which  follows  ;  hence  the  Force  of  the  Heart 
feems  to  be  fpent  on  the  Arteries  only,  and  not  to 
be  extended  to  the  Veins,  which  are  fill’d  by  the 
Contraction  of  the  Arteries ,  which  laft  do,  in 
§ach  Syftole,  difcharge  into  the  Veins  fomewhat 


§  20  8.  ASH  on  of  the  Lungs.  1 21 

lefs  than  the  two  Ounces  they  received  from  the 
Heart, 

§/  208.  The  A&ion  of  the  Lungs  is  there¬ 
fore  of  greater  moment  in  a  healthy  Body 
than  that  of  any  of  the  other  Vifcera;  fince 
there  is  not  any  one  Part  of  the  whole  that  re¬ 
ceives  fo  much  as  a  fingle  Drop  1  of  arterial 
Blood  till  it  has  been  firft  exquifitely  Jlrained  2 
thro’  the  Lungs:  It  alfo  appears,  that  the 
whole  Mafs  of  Juices  in  the  Body  pafs  thro’ 
the  Lungs  in  the  fame  time  3  that  they  corn- 
pleat  their  Circuit  thro'  all  the  other  Parts ;  fo 
that  while  all  the  other  Vifcera  receive  only  a 
fmall  Portion  of  the  Blood,  the  Lungs  receive 
and  tranfmit  the  whole  Mafs :  Hence  we  dis¬ 
cover  the  Lungs  to  be  the  principal  elaborato- 
ry  of  Sanguification,  and  for  converting  the 
Chyle,  which  is  all  brought  hither,  into  nu¬ 
tritious  Juices  4;  in  this  Organ  the  whole 
Mafs  of  Juices  receive  that  Degree  of  Fluidi¬ 
ty  5  and  Attenuation  which  fits  them  to  circu¬ 
late  freely  through  all  the  fmalleft  Veflels,  and 
which  they  cannot  receive  in  any  other  Pa?~t  6 ; 
and  it  is  therefore  here  chiefly  that  the  Blood 
and  its  Juices  are  prepared  and  fitted  to  make 
the  feveral  Secretions  7,  and  to  perform  all  the 
Adions  of  Life  and  Health  which  depend  on 

the  Efficacy  of  the  Fluids  8. 

'  *  - 

1  Even  the  Heart  and  Lungs  themfelves  do  not 
recive  any 'arterial  Blood  for  their  Nutrition  but 
what  has  been  firft  {trained  through  the  vafcular 
plexus  of  the  Lungs.  The  Heart,  as  a  Mufcle, 
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receives  its  Blood  from  the  coronary  Arteries  in 
its  Bafis;  but  thefe  arife  from  the  Aorta  (§.  183.) 
which  receives  all  its  Blood  from  the  left  Ventricle 
after  it  has  palled  through,  and  fuffer’d  the  Acti¬ 
on  of  the  Lungs.  And  the  Subftance  of  the 
Lungs  themfelves  are  not  nouriihed  by  any  of  the 
pulmonary  Arteries,  but  by  the  bronchial  Artery 
of  Ruyfch ,  which  always  arifes  either  from  the  Aor¬ 
ta  or  fome  Branch  of  it,  as  the  Subclavian,  or  In- 
tercoftal.  In  fhort,  no  Blood  is  fit  for  Nutrition, 
or  difpofed  to  pafs  thro*  the  feveral  Series  of  Vef- 
fels,  but  what  has  lately  received  the  ACtion  of  the 
Lungs. 

1  All  the  Blood  of  the  right  Ventricle  pafies  in¬ 
to  the  pulmonary  Artery  ( per  §.  155.),  and  all 
the  Blood  of  the  pulmonary  Artery  is  received  into 
the  Vein  of  that  Name  ( per  §.  198.)  ;  but  all  the 
Blood  of  the  pulmonary  Vein  goes  into  the  left 
Ventricle  of  the  Heart,  and  therefore  it  is  from 
thence  only  that  the  whole  Body  is  fupplied  with 
arterial  Blood  by  the  Aorta  and  its  Branches.  3Tis 
true,  the  Ancients  were  of  Opinion  that  fome  of 
the  Blood  tranfuded  from  the  right  to  the  left  Ven¬ 
tricle  through  the  mufcular  Septum  of  the  Heart ; 
but  this  Opinion,  which  was  refuted  above  two 
Centuries  ago,  feems  to  have  proceeded  from  their 
obferving  and  miftaking  the  Foramina  Fhebefii ,  or 
fmall  venal  Orifices  in  the  right  Ventricle. 

5  The  right  Ventricle  propells  its  two  Ounces  of 
Blood  into  the  pulmonary  Artery  in  the  fame  In- 
flant  in  which  the  left  throws  its  two  Ounces  into 
the  Aorta  ;  and  therefore  two  Ounces  of  Blood 
mud  pafs  thro3  the  Lungs  in  each  Perifyftole  or  In- 
terpaufe  betwixt  every  Dilatation  and  Contraction 
of  the  Aorta;  otherwife  the  Aorta  would  not  be 
fupplied  with  Blood  enough  from  the  left  Ventri¬ 
cle  to  be  forced  into  and  diftend  its  Branches.  It 

is 
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is  therefore  hence  apparent  that  the  pulmonary  Ar¬ 
tery  muft  receive  as  much  Blood  as  the  Aorta. 
Computing  then  the  Mafs  of  Blood  to  be  twenty 
Pounds  in  a  healthy  Man,  whole  Pulfe  beats  3,600 
times  in  an  Hour,  as  the  Heart  ejects  two  Oun¬ 
ces  at  each  Syftole,  the  whole  Mafs  of  Blood  will 
then  circulate  thro’  the  Heart  and  Blood -veffds 
thirty  times  in  an  Hour,  and  therefore  the  fame 
twenty  Pounds  of  Blood  muft  pafs  thirty  times  in 
the  fame  Space  of  an  Hour  through  the  Lungs  of 
fuch  a  Man,  whereas  in  Women  and  Children 
the  Pulfe  is  ftill  more  frequent.  But  if  the  Blood’s 
Courfe  be  accelerated,  either  by  mufcular  Motion 
or  otherwife,  the  Lungs  will  then  tranfmit  pro- 
portionably  more  Blood  in  the  fame  time  than  be¬ 
fore  ;  from  whence  their  Efficacy  in  changing  the 
Blood  appears  to  be  ( cceteris  paribus)  equal  to  that 
of  all  the  other  Parts  of  the  Body  befides  ;  fince 
neither  the  Brain,  Liver,  Spleen,  Mufcles,  or  any 
other  Vifcus,  has  any  Blood  but  what  comes  from 
and  through  the  Lungs.  Add  to  this,  that  the 
Force  or  Adtion  of  any  of  the  other  Vifcera  be¬ 
fides  the  Lungs,  is  partly  employ’d  in  preparing 
fome  Juice  for  the  common  Service  of  the  Body  > 
but  the  Lungs  adt  wholly  on  the  Blood  and  Chyle, 
without  fpending  their  Force  in  fecreting  or  ela¬ 
borating  other  Juices. 

*  From  the  Chyle  only  are  fupplied  the  vaft 
Quantity  and  different  Sorts  of  Juices  which  we 
daily  lofe  or  difcharge  by  Perfpiration  and  the  o~ 
ther  Excretions  ;  but  in  order  for  the  Chyle  to  be¬ 
come  nutritious,  it  muft  firft  change  its  own  Na¬ 
ture  and  put  on  that  of  Blood  ;  for  without  this 
Change  our  Blood  would  be  quickly  confumed, 
and  we  fhould  have  only  a  watery  Chyle  circula¬ 
ting  in  our  Veffels.  But  our  nutritious  Juices  are 
taken  into  the  Blood  either  immediately  by  the  bi¬ 
bulous 
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bulous  Orifices  of  the  abforbing  Veins  which  open 
into  the  Cavity  of  the  Mouth,  Stomach,  and 
Inteftines,  or  elfe  round  by  the  common  Courfe  of 
the  la&eal  Vefiels,  and  is  then  forced  all  of  it 
through  the  Lungs,  with  the  venal  Blood,  before 
it  paffes  to  any  one  Part  of  the  Body  ;  fo  that  ma¬ 
ny  Parts  of  the  Chyle  may  often  circulate  or  be¬ 
come  nutritious,  and  perform  all  their  Offices 
without  ever  touching  or  entring  the  Liver,  Spleen, 
or  any  other  one  particular  Vifcus  ;  whereas  none 
of  thofe  Particles  can  make  one  Circulation  with¬ 
out  entirely  palling  through  the  Lungs.  It  there¬ 
fore  follows,  that  the  Chyle  is  as  much  changed  or 
prepared  for  Nutrition  by  the  A6tion  of  the  Lungs 
only,  as  by  the  Adtions  of  all  the  other  Parts  and 
Vifcera  in  the  v/hole  Body.  Phyficians  ought  there¬ 
fore  to  have  a  very  particular  Regard  to  the  Lungs 
in  all  Diforders  whatever;  fince  no  one  Malady 
can  happen  without  affecting  them  more  or  lefs, 
and  fince  Health,  or  the  due  Performance  of  all 
the  Functions  in  the  Body,  depending  on  the  Blood 
and  Juices,  arifes  chiefly  from  this  Spring. 

5  There  are  two  great  Caufes  of  that  Degree  of 
Fluidity  obfervable  in  the  circulating  Blood ;  one  is 
the  Minutenefs  of  the  abforbing  Orifices  by  which 
the  Chyle  is  taken  up  and  convey’d  thither  *,  and 
the  other  is  the  conftant  Attenuation  of  them  both 
by  the  Action  of  the  Mufcles  and  Lungs,  but 
chiefly  of  the  laft,  which  receives  vail  Quantities 
and  never  ceales  to  labour. 

6  Becaufe  in  the  Lungs,  the  reticular  Plexus  of 
the  pulmonary  Blood-veflels,  fpent  on  the  Veficles, 
receives  an  additional  Agitation  and  Prefliire  from 
the  Weight  and  Elafticity  of  the  Air,  which  inflates 
them,  and  does  not  adt  in  that  manner  on  the  Blood- 
veflels  of  any  other  Part  of  the  Body. 
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7  We  before  obferved  (§.  198.),  that  it  is  pro¬ 
bable  the  Lungs  have  their  Blood- veffels  divided 
into  the  fame  Number  of  leffer  Series  as  thofe  in 
the  other  Parts  of  the  Body  *,  from  whence  natu¬ 
rally  follows,  that  a  Difpofition  or  Aptitude  is 
here  received  by  the  Parts  of  the  Blood,  to  form 
the  Secretions,  and  pafs  freely  through  the  fmaller 
Series  of  Veffels  in  the  feveral  other  Parts  of  the 
Body.  For  preparatory  to  Secretion,  it  is  necef- 
fary  for  the  Blood  to  contain  a  fufficient  Number 
of  the  Globules  of  all  Sizes,  as  well  of  die  larger 
red,  and  ferous  ones,  as  of  the  many  fmaller  and 
pellucid  or  lymphatic  ones,  that  every  Series  of 
the  Veffels  may  receive  their  adequate  Globules; 
or  that  while  the  larger  red  Globules  are  paffing  on 
through  the  fanguiferous  Artery  into  the  fanguife- 
rous  Vein,  the  fmaller  ferous  Globules  may  pafs 
off  laterally  into  their  leffer  lymphatic  Arteries, 
of  all  the  Orders.  For  without  Juices  adequate 
to  pafs  the  Sizes  or  Diameters  of  the  Veffels,  thofe 
Veffels  would  be  ufelefs,  and  the  Parts  they  com- 
pofe  become  incapable  of  their  Adlions  ;  and  even 
the  Nerves  would  be  all  ufelefs  without  a  Supply 
of  Globules  final  1  enough  to  pervade  their  minuted: 
Tubuli.  But  the  Lungs  make  all  the  different  fi- 
zed  Globules  of  the  Blood,  not  only  by  dividing 
the  larger  into  fmaller  ones,  but  alfo  by  moulding 
or  wire-drawing  each  of  them  through  its  feveral 
Series  of  Veffels,  adequate  to  the  Diameter  of  each 
Set  of  Globules..  But  the  Lungs  do  not  only  gene¬ 
rate  or  frame  each  Set  of  Globules,  but  they  alfo 
compadt  and  polifh  them,  fo  as  to  increafe  their 
fpecific  Gravity  beyond  that  of  Water:  And  how 
effential  the  fpecific  Gravity  is  to  the  determinate 
Nature  of  every  Body  is  obvious  to  all  *,  for  could 
we  make  Mercury  19  times  heavier  than  Water 
we  fhould  not  be  far  from  making  it  Gold. 
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8  All  this  is  to  be  underftood  of  the  Lungs  in  an 
Adult  ;  for  in  the  Foetus,  whofe  Lungs  receive 
no  Air,  no  more  Blood  paffes  through  them,  in 
Proportion  to  their  Bulk  or  Number  of  their  Vef- 
fels,  than  thro*  any  other  Part  of  the  Body ;  and 
therefore  the  Adtion  of  the  Lungs  on  the  Blood, 
which  we  have  been  here  defcribing,  does  not  take 
place  in  the  Foetus. 

§.  209.  All  thefe  Effedts  (§.  208.)  follow 
from  the  determinate  Nature  of  the  Blood  and 
Chyle,  from  the  known  Fabric  and  Adtion  of 
the  Lungs,  and  from  the  determinate  Force  of 
the  Heart,  with  the  known  Preffure  of  the 
Air  *,  adting  as  a  heavy  and  elaftic  Fluid, 
firft  on  the  Air-veffels  of  the  Lungs,  and  by 
them  alfo  on  the  Blood- veflels. 

1  Thus  you  have  all  the  Effedts  of  the  Lungs, 
enumerated  in  §.  208,  and  explained  by  their  Fa¬ 
bric  and  the  Adtion  of  the  Air  in  §.  200,  befides 
which,  we  require  no  other  Caufe  to  account  for 
their  known  Effedts  or  Appearances. 

§.  210.  What  Occafion  have  we  therefore 
to  fuppofe  any  Mixture  of  the  Air,  or  an  aeri¬ 
al  Ferment  with  the  Blood  in  the  Lungs  ? 
If  you  afk,  whence  comes  that  Air  difcovered 
feveral  ways  in  the  Blood  ?  We  anfwer,  from 
the  fame  Caufe  by  which  it  enters  into  all 
other  Liquors,  i.  e .  by  Attradtion  or  Abforpfi- 
on.  But  if  your  Queftion  is,  Whether  it  has 
any  Adtion,  as  Air,  in  the  Blood  ?  we  anfwer, 
that  no  fuch  Adtion  of  it  feems  probable 
there,  unlefs  its  fmall  Particles  refume  their 
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Elafticity,  and  run  together  into  little  Bub¬ 
bles. 

§.  2 1 1.  Laftly,  To  what  elfe,  than  the  pre¬ 
ceding  Aftion  of  the  Lungs,  can  we  chiefly 
afcribe  that  Change  in  our  Aliments  which 
makes  them  nutritious,  or  of  an  animal  Na¬ 
ture,  capable  of  yielding  an  acrid  and  vola¬ 
tile  1  Salt?  This  Change  or  Volatization  was 
indeed  long  ago  obferved  by  Helmont ,  who 
alfo  derived  it  from  the  Adion  of  the  Air,  but 
not  in  a  juft  manner.  Upon  this  Subjed,  the 
Lungs,  you  may  perufe  the  Writings  of  Bel¬ 
lini  and  Pitcairn ,  with  thofe  of  Malpighi . 

»  .  , 

1  Every  Animal  either  lives  immediately  on  Ve¬ 
getables,  or  elfe  feeds  on  the  Animals  which  them- 
felves  feed  on  Vegetables;  ( Vid .  §.  95.  N°  11.) 
but  vegetable  Subftanccs  do  all  afford  a  fix’d  alca- 
line  Salt  by  Fire,  whereas  all  animal  Subftances 
yield  a  volatile  alcaline  Salt.  But  thefe  fixed  Salts 
are  volatilized  in  the  animal  Body  ;  for  in  the  U- 
rine  and  Faeces  of  a  Maid  who  had  the  Green-lick- 
nefs,  and  took,  by  my  Order,  two  Drachms  of 
fixt  Salt  daily,  no  other  than  volatile  Salts  was 
found.  And  the  little  graniverous  Bird  we  call 
a  Sparrow,  though  fed  on  vegetable  or  acefcent 
Subfiances,  that  yield  a  fix’d  Salt  by  Fire,  af¬ 
fords  none  but  volatile  Salts  by  Diftillation,  nor 
can  any  other  Salt  be  had  from  its  Dung.  This 
Change  or  Volatization  was,  by  Helmont ,  judged 
to  arife  from  the  Air,  becaufe  he  had  obferved 
that  a  fix’d  Salt  expofed  to  the  Air  melted  or  dif- 
folved,-  and  that  by  drying  it  at  the  Fire,  and  then 
expofing  it  to  the  Air  again,  for  ten  times  fuccef- 
fively,  it  at  lafc  became  volatile,  and  wholly  exhaled 
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into  Vapours,  leaving  an  Earth.  But  we  derive 
the  Volatization  and  Change  of  vegetable  into  ani¬ 
mal  Subftance,  barely  from  an  Attrition  of  their 
Parts ;  for  if  any  Plant,  yielding  only  an  acid  and 
a  fix’d  Salt,  be  laid  in  a  Heap,  it  putrifies,  not 
without  growing  fo  hot  as  to  be  almoft  intollerable 
to  the  Hand  *,  now  we  know  that  Heat  always  a- 
rifes  from  Attrition,  and  therefore  Attrition  is  the 
Caufe  that  renders  fix’d  Particles  volatile.  But 
thealimental  Juices  in  the  human  Body  fuffer  the 
greateft  Attrition  in  the  Lungs  ( per  §.200  and 
208.)  and  therefore  it  is  them  chiefly  that  the  fixed 
Particles  are  volatilized,  and  thole  of  Vegetables 
changed  into  animal  Subftance. 


Concerning  the  AEiion  of  the  Arteries 
on  their  contained  Fluids . 


§.  212.  IN  order  to  underftand  what  fur- 
JL  ther  happens  to  the  Blood  and 
Chyle,  now  moving  forwards  in  the  Aorta 
and  its  Branches,  we  ought  to  be  previoufly  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  Principles  and  Laws  of  Hy¬ 
draulics,  by  which  all  Liquors,  moving  with  a 
certain  Velocity  through  known  VeiTels,  are 
determined  in  their  Courfes  or  Directions  to¬ 
wards  particular  Parts  5  but  to  demon ftrate 
thefe  Laws  of  Motion  in  Fluids,  to  which  all 
Liquors  are  fubfervient  in  their  paffmg  through 
Veffels  of  any  kind,  is  the  Bufinefs  of  another 
Place  S  or  rather  the  Province  of  Mechanics. 

The 
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The  feveral  Velocities,  with  which  our  Juices 
move  through  their  Veffels,  are  eftimated 
from  the  Caufes  and  Effects  2  of  thofe  Veloci¬ 
ties,  obferved  either  by  our  Senfes,  or  difco- 
vered  by  jull:  Reafoning.  But  the  Structure 
and  Action  of  the  VeJJ'els  3  themfelves,  con¬ 
taining  Blood  and  Juices  in  Motion,  are  dis¬ 
cover’d  either  by  Senfe  and  Reafon  4,  affifted 
with  Microfcopes  and  Injections  5 ,  or  by  the 
following  Rule  of  Analogy,  viz.  that  in  the 
human  Body  you  may  judge  of  the  invifible 
Parts  by  thofe  which  appear  vifible. 

•  To  become  a  Proficient  in  Phyfiology  one 
ought  to  be  not  only  well  acquainted  with  Mathe¬ 
matics  and  Mechanics,  or  the  Doctrine  of  Quan¬ 
tity  and  Motion  in  general ;  but  alfo  to  underftand 
the  Nature  and  Aftion  of  the  Arteries,  and  of  the 
Blood  moving  through  them.  In  order  to  this 
we  may  obferve,  I.  That  in  all  Bodies  there  is  a 
certain  Vis  or  Power  by  which  they  generate  Mo¬ 
tion,  and  is  reducible  to  the  following  Heads: 
(1.)  The  Vis  inertia ,  by  which  all  Bodies  endeavour 
to  remain  in  the  fame  State,  either  of  Reft  or  Mo¬ 
tion  *,  (2.)  the  Vis  Gravitatis,  or  Gravitation,  by 
which  Bodies  tend  towards  the  Center  of  our 
Earth  ;  both  which  Powers  are  always  propor¬ 
tionable  to  the  Quantity  of  Matter  in  any  Body, 
becaufe  they  are  equally  diffufed  throughout  all 
the  Particles  of  Matter,  and  therefore  one  Body 
that  is  twice  as  heavy  as  another  will  require 
double  the  Force  to  move  it,  and  will  retain  its 
Motion  twice  as  long.  II.  The  Extenjion  and 
Figure  of  a  Body  has  a  vaft  Influence  on  its  mo¬ 
ving  Power-,  for  a  Body  that  is  the  mo  ft  compare, 
or  has  the  leaft  Surface,  will  (trike  with  the  great- 
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eft  Force,  and  be  moft  retentive  of  Motion.  And 
even  Gold  itfelf,  that  is  nineteen  times  heavier 
than  Water,  may  be  made  to  lwim  in  that  Liquor,, 
by  only  beating  it  into  Leaves  with  the  Hammer. 
III.  The  Power  of  Elafticity ,  peculiar  to  fome 
Bodies  only,  by  which  they  give  way  to  any  Force 
or  Preflure,  and  return  again  when  the  Prefture 
ceafes •,  this  Power  alfo  enables  Bodies  to  multiply 
or  return  the  Motion  firft  received.  IV.  The 
Structure  or  Mechanifm  in  the  Parts  of  a  Body,  by 
which  the  fame  Matter  may  be  enabled  to  give  dif¬ 
ferent  Effects  and  Appearances,  not  explicable  by 
the  general  Laws  of  Matter  and  Motion  alone  *,  as. 
when  the  contrary  Forces  of  Gravity  and  Magne- 
tifm  are  oppofed  to  each  other  in  a  Machine.  V. 
The  Vires  ?nonadic(B  of  Bodies,  by  which  they  at¬ 
tract  and  repell  each  other  electrically  or  by  Mag- 
netifm,  a  Power  independent  of  Gravity,  and 
not  yet  accounted  for  by  any  one.  Befides  thefe, 
one  that  would  explain  the  ACtion  of  the  human 
Body  muft  take  into  Confideration  (i.)  the  anato¬ 
mical  Structure  of  the  Arteries  (§.  132.)*,  (2.)  the 
intrinfic  Nature  ol  the  Blood,  and  that  which  it 
acquires  by  Motion  from  the  circumambient  Parts  r. 
(3.)  The  Elafticity  and  vis  inertia  of  theVeffels: 
(4.)  The  Gravitation  of  Liquors,  and  their  Ten¬ 
dency  to  an  Equilibrium  :  And  (5.)  the  hydraulic 
Powers  arifing  from  the  Veftels  and  Liquors  con- 
junCtly.  By  thefe  we  are  taught  that  a  Liquor 
moving  through  a  Tube  or  Veftel,  every  where 
of  an  equal  Diameter,  meets  with  no  Refiftance 
from  the  Sides  but  thatot  FriCtion  *,  but  in  a  Tube 
whofe  Diameter  or  SeCtion  is  continually  leftening, 
the  Refiftance  of  the  Fluid  gradually  increafes, 
and  is  greateft  where  the  SeCtion  of  the  V eftel  be¬ 
comes  fmalleft,  i.  e.  at  the  Apex  of  the  conver¬ 
ging  Cone,  whence  the  Liquor  being  urged  on  in 
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diftradlile  Veflels  of  this  Figure,  will  diftend  or 
dilate  them;  but  in  Veflels  gradually  diverging, 
both  the  Refiftance  and  Fridtion  of  the  Liquor 
continually  leflens.  Laftly,  (6.)  the  Adtion  or 
Force  of  the  Arteries  ought  to  be  confidered ;  but 
in  this  great  Caution  is  required  ;  as  may  appear 
from  the  Attempts  of  fome  to  compute  the  Force 
of  the  Heart  from  the  Quantity  and  Height  of  the 
Jet  of  Blood  flowing  in  a  given  time  from  a 
wounded  Artery  in  a  Dog  or  an  Ox;  but  in  this 
Eftimate  they  did  not  confider,  that  the  Force  or 
Velocity  of  the  Jet  is  leffen’d,  as  well  by  theWound 
of  the  Artery  as  from  the  Diminution  of  the  Im- 
pulfe  of  the  Blood  to  the  Cerebellum.  But  the 
M  isfortune  is  that  fuch  phyfiological  Subjedts  are 
ufually  handled  either  by  Mathematicians  unfkilful 
in  Anatomy,  or  by  Anatomifts  who  are  not  verfed 
in  the  Mathematics. 

21  As  we  know  by  Experience  that  the  Heart 
contracts  3,600  times  in  an  Hour,  and  throws 
twice  as  many  Ounces  of  Blood  into  the  Aorta  in 
that  time,  we  could  eafily  compute  the  V elocity  of 
the  Blood,  did  we  but  know  its  determinate  Quan¬ 
tity  circulating  in  the  Body  :  For  the  Velocity  or 
Quantity  of  Motion  in  any  Body  is  always  in  Pro¬ 
portion  to  its  Weight  and  the  Space  it  runs  over  In 
a  given  time.  But  the  Degree  of  the  Blood’s  Ve¬ 
locity  may  be  alfo  difcover’d  by  its  Heat,  which 
increafes  in  Proportion  to  the  Strength  and  Fre¬ 
quency  of  the  Pulfe,  or  Syftole  of  the  Heart.  And 
thus  it  is  even  with  all  other  Bodies,  having  any 
Contact  or  Fridfion  of  their  Parts  ;  for  then  they 
heat  in  Proportion  to  the  comprefling  Force  and 
the  V elocity  of  their  Motion. 

3  The  State  of  the  Veflels  is  a  material  Conflde- 
ration,  whether  they  are  rigid,  like  wooden  T ubes, 
or  oflified  Arteries,  or  whether  they  are  elaftic  and 
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diftradlile,  like  our  Blood-veflels  in  their  natural 
and  healthy  State.  In  the  rigid  or  immoveable 
Tubes,  we  are  taught  by  M.  Amontons ,  that  the 
Fluid  has  no  other  Adlion  on  the  Veflel,  nor  the 
Veflel  on  the  Fluid,  but  that  of  Friction.  Some 
of  our  Arteries  and  Veins  are  not  equally  diftra- 
dlile,  from  their  being  feated  near  refilling  Bones  or 
Cartilages,  like  the  carotid  and  vertebral  Arteries; 
nor  in  thefe  do  we  obferve  more  than  a  reciprocal 
Attrition  betwixt  the  Fluid  and  Veflel.  Thefe  di- 
ftraddile  Veflels  are  again  either  converging,  as  the 
Arteries  ;  of  the  fame  or  an  equal  Diameter,  or 
elfe  diverging,  as  the  Veins,  per  §.  132,  and  feq. 
The  Blood  meets  with  a  Refinance,  continually 
increafing  in  the  converging  Veflels  ,  but  only 
from  Fridlion  in  the  cylindric  ones,  and  continual¬ 
ly  decreafing  in  the  diverging  Veflels.  Lallly, 
the  Liquors  themfelves  are  to  be  confider’d  ;  for  if 
thefe  are  at  reft,  they  add  only  by  their  Weight, 
but  if  they  are  in  Motion,  they  will  aft  equally 
on  every  Point  of  the  Veflel,  and  be  equally  re¬ 
pelled  again  from  every  Point  of  the  fame  Veflel. 
The  Smoothnefs  of  the  Arteries  within-fide,  and 
the  globular  Texture  of  the  Blood,  prevent  the 
Fridlion  from  being  too  deftruddive ;  but  then  the 
Glutinoflty  of  the  laft,  and  the  Elafticity  of  both, 
excite  that  Attrition  which  renders  the  Blood  warm¬ 
er  than  other  Liquors. 

4  Dr.  Herman  has  demonftrated  that  a  right 
Line  prefled  equally  on  every  Side  will  form  a 
Circle  ;  and  thus  a  Bladder  being  placed  betwixt 
two  concave  Hemifpheres,  and  fill’d  with  Water, 
will  be  diftended  into  a  Sphere  :  But  as  our  Arte¬ 
ries  are  diftended  by  the  Parts  of  the  Blood,  im¬ 
pelled  and  adding  in  all  Direddions  like  the  Radii  of 
a  Sphere,  therefore  they  are  always  circular  ;  tho’ 
the  Cafe  being  other  wife  in  the  Veins,  many  of 
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them  are  triangular,  oval,  or  varioufly  figured. 
But  the  Arteries  are  fo  retentive  of  their  Sphericity 
that,  rather  than  part  with  it,  they  make  femicir- 
cular  Excavations  in  the  hard  Bones  of  the  Skull ; 
for  the  foft  Bones  of  the  Foetus  have  none  of  thofe 
Sulci 9  but  as  they  grow  up,  the  Expanfion  of  the 
Artery  exceeding  the  Force  of  Accretion  or  Growth 
in  the  Bone,  makes  an  Impreffion  by  obftruCting 
the  fame  where  it  ftrikes, 

5  The  Inflation  of  Air  into  the  Veflels,  which  is 
one  kind  of  Injection,  was  known  to  Galen  ;  but 
Euflachius  feems  to  have  been  acquainted  with  a 
more  perfect  Method  of  injecting,  from  the  great 
ExaCtnefs  with  which  he  has  traced  the  Veflels, 
Vid.  %.  134.  But  the  firfl  who  brought  ceraceous 
Injections  into  anatomical  Ufes  was  the  induftrious 
Dr.  Swammerdam ,  and  the  celebrated  Ruyfch  has 
carried  the  fame  to  the  higheft  Perfection,  demon- 
fixating  by  his  Injections  that  the  fmaller  and  invi- 
fible  Veflels  are  like  the  larger  and  naturally  con- 
fpicuous  ones. 

§.213.  An  Artery  then,  defcribed  in  §.132, 
dilates  or  expands  1  by  the  difiending  Impetus 
of  the  Blood,  and  when  that  Impetus  ceafes, 
by  its  Elafticity  it  naturally  contracts  or  re¬ 
turns  2  to  its  former  Capacity  ;  for  if  the  Fin¬ 
ger  be  thru  ft  therein,  it  forcibly  compreflfes 
the  fame,  and  again  contracts  itfelf  when  the 
Finger  is  withdrawn.  ThisVeffel  therefore 
appears  full  3  of  Blood  in  the  living  Animal, 
but  is  found  very  fmall  4  and  almoft  empty  in 
a  dead  human  Body;  even  tho*  none  of  the 
Blood  was  loft;  it  alfo  refills  Inflation,  forci- 
bly  repelling  5  the  Air  that  is  drove  in,  and 
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contracting  to  its  leaft  Diameter,  it  then 
Jlops  6  or  {lands  dill ;  fo  that  the  contractile 
Power  of  this  Veffel  arifes  from  the  elaflic 
Nature  of  all  its  component  Fibres  7,  as  well 
from  the  mod  fimple  and  minute  as  from 
the  more  complex  Fibres,  formed  out  of  the 
preceding,  or  by  fome  of  the  fmaller  Velfels 
concreting  with  their  infpiffated  Juices ;  and 
laftly,  from  a  Repletion  of  the  fmall  Veffels  8 
fpent  on  the  condituent  Membranes  of  the 
Artery  itfelf, 

1  The  contractile  Force  of  the  Heart  overcomes 
the  Refidance  of  the  Aorta,  and  by  that  means 
throws  as  much  Blood  into  the  latter,  as  itfelf  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  venous  Sinus:  Thus  the  Arteries 
will  be  expanded  every  way,  in  Proportion  to  the 
Quantity  of  Blood  received;  but  they  will  not  di¬ 
late  fo  much  longitudinally  as  laterally,  becaufe 
the  refilling  Bones  determine  their  length,  the  Ar¬ 
teries  being  full  and  coneide,  the  Blood  will  ftrike 
in  Lines  perpendicular  to  their  Sides,  which  will 
therefore  yield. 

4  The  Arteries  are  elaflic  Tubes  ( per  §.  132.) 
but  Elaflicity  is  that  Property  of  Bodies  by  which 
they  recover  their  former  Pofition,  when  difplaced 
by  any  Force  ;  as  when  a  tenfe  chord  is  forced  out 
of  its  rectilinear  Pofition  fo  as  to  form  an  Arch  or 
Angle,  whofe  Periphera  is  always  greater  than  a 
right  Line :  So  that  by  this  Extenfion  the  Par¬ 
ticles  of  the  Chord  will  recede  from  each  other’s 
Contact  in  that  Proportion  which  the  Arch  or 
Angle  bears  to  a  right  Line  ;  but  when  the  di- 
ftending  Force  ceafcs,  by  the  Attraction  of  Cohe- 
fion  in  the  Particles,  they  will  run  into  larger  ConT 
facts,  and  fhorten  the  Cord,  by  reducing  it  to  a 
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right  Line.  rTis  in  this  manner  that  all  the  Ar¬ 
teries  a6l  i  for  the  Sides  of  thefe  being  circular, 
they  are  diftended,  in  every  Point,  by  the  Impulfe 
of  the  Blood  from  the  Heart,  into  larger  Circles  *, 
but  that  Impetus  from  the  Heart  ceafing  {per  §. 
185.)  each  elaftic  Circle  or  Segment  of  the  Artery 
will  return  or  contract,  and  propell  the  Blood  as 
well  towards  the  Pleart  as  the  Extremities  *,  but 
the  Refrftance  being  lefs  towards  the  laft,  by  their 
opening  into  unrefifting  Veins,  it  pafles  only  that 
way.  This  contractile  Force  in  each  Artery  is, 
in  general ,  ftronger  as  it  is  nearer  to  the  Heart  or 
Balls  of  the  Aorta  *,  for  there  the  Coats  are  ftrong- 
eft,  and  the  Dilatation  greateft,  to  which  the  Re- 
ftitution  muft  be  always  proportionable.  I  fay  in 
general,  becaufe  there  are  feme  Arteries  near  the 
Heart,  much  weaker  than  others,  more  remote ; 
as  the  Coronaries,  Intercoftals,  &c .  Hence  every 
Circle  or  Segment  of  the  Aorta  and  its  Branches 
feems  to  aft  fticceffively,  propelling  the  Blood 
from  the  greater  to  the  lefs  refilling,  but  fo  fwift- 
ly  as  to  be  imperceptible  to  us  in  the  Pulfe. 

3  The  Arteries  are  always  full-,  even  in  their 
Syftole  they  are  equally  full,  though  they  then 
contain  lefs  Blood  than  in  their  Diaftole  and  up¬ 
on  opening  a  living  Dog  the  vibrating  Aorta  ap¬ 
pears  larger  as  the  Animal  has  more  Life,  and  ac¬ 
quires  a  fmaller  Diameter  as  he  is  nearer  Death. 

In  confumptive  People  there  is  often  no  more  than 
a  few  Ounces  of  Blood  in  their  Veftels,  to  which 
Email  Quantity  the  Arteries  gradually  contrad  and 
adapt  themfelves,  fo  that  they  become  almoft  im¬ 
perceptible  and  like  fmall  Threads,  the  Skin  at  the  • 
fame  time  adhering  to  the  Bones  j  and  yet  there 
are  here  none  of  the  lblid  Fibres  confumed,  ex¬ 
cept  thofe  deftroy’d  by  PutrifaClion  in  the  Lungs. 
And  in  the  fame  manner  do  the  Arteries  alio  con- 
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trad:  themfelves  to  the  wafting  Juices  in  many  other 
lingering  Diforders.  But  were  the  Arteries  to  be 
fo  much  evacuated  of  a  fudden,  they  would  not 
contrad  to  fo  fmall  a  Diameter,  and  at  the  fame 
time  prefs  with  Force  enough  on  the  Blood  to 
make  it  perform  all  its  necefiary  Fundions;  thus 
the  Impulfe  of  the  Blood  to  the  Cerebellum  being 
diminifhed,  from  whence  the  Heart  receives  its 
Force,  a  Deliquium  or  Death  would  enfue,  even 
though  but  a  fmall  Part  ol  the  Mafs  were  exhauft- 
ed,  from  a  Perfon  of  lax  Veffels.  Hence  too, 
you  may  perceive  the  Infufflciency  of  the  Method 
propofed  by  Dr.  Keill ,  to  eftimate  the  Velocity  of 
the  Blood  by  the  Diftance  to  which  a  certain  Quan¬ 
tity  flies  in  a  given  time  from  a  wounded  Artery 
of  a  known  Diameter  ;  for  in  this  Experiment  the 
Adion  of  the  Cerebellum  is  fir  ft  gradually  dimi- 
nifhed,  and  then  the  Force  of  the  Heart  likewife, 
on  which  the  Experiment  is  founded. 

4  In  the  dead  Animal  the  Arteries  appear  finall 
or  contraded,  white,  with  little  or  no  Blood  in 
them ;  becaufe  by  their  greater  contrading  Force 
they  protrude  their  Contents  into  the  lefs  refilling 
Veins  ;  therefore  the  Blood  of  the  dying  Animal 
will  be  chiefly  accumulated  in  thefe  laft,  which  will 
appear  turgid. 

5  It  reflfts  Inflation  with  the  fame  Force  that  it 
refilled  the  Impulfe  of  the  Blood  in  the  living  Sub- 
jed ;  and  repells  the  Air  again  as  forcibly  as  it  pro- 
pell’ d  the  Blood  in  Life  ;  becaufe  in  its  Syftole  it  re¬ 
turns  to  its  firft  fmall  Diameter;  otherwife  the  Ar¬ 
tery  would  continually  enlarge  at  each  Diaftole, 
as  it  does  in  the  Formation  of  an  Aneurifm,  or 
after  a  Wound. 

6  For  a  circular  Fibre  can  never  contrad  itfelf 
fo  as  to  have  no  Cavity,  but  only  till  its  conftitu- 
cnt  Elements,  or  folid  and  earthy  Particles  come 

into 
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into  the  clofeft  Contact,  for  they  cannot  enter  into 
one  another. 

7  Which  being  very  robuft,  are  difpofed  circu¬ 
larly  round  the  Artery,  {per  §.  134.)  whofe  Dia¬ 
meter  they  contract. 

8  The  Coats  of  the  Arteries,  efpecially  of  the 
larger,  are  replete  with  fmall  Blood-veffels  coming 
from  the  Coronaries,  and  from  the  Parts  to  which 
the  arterial  Trunks  are  connected.  Thefe  run¬ 
ning  or  fpreading  themfelves  through  the  cel¬ 
lular  or  fecond  Tunic  (§.  132.)  of  the  Artery, 
appear  fo  numerous  when  diftended  with  the  In¬ 
jection  of  Ruyfch ,  that  one  would  imagine  them 
to  make  up  the  greateft  Part  if  not  the  whole  Sub- 
ftance  of  the  Vefiel.  3Tis  remarkable  that  thefe 
fmall  Arteries  of  Arteries  are  in  their  Diaftole  when 
the  Arteries  they  compofe  are  in  their  Syftole, 
which  ACtion  they  forward  by  their  Turgefcence  ; 
but  when  the  larger  Arteries  are  dilated,  thefe  fmall 
ones,  fpent  in  their  Tunics,  are  comprefled,  and 
their  contained  Blood  evacuated,  like  the  coronary 
Arteries  of  the  Heart  (§.183.),  fee  more  at  §.132. 
N°  8.  Befides  thefe,  the  Contraction  of  the  Ar¬ 
teries  is  alfo  affifted  or  promoted  by  the  Elafticity 
and  Compreflure  of  all  the  adjacent  Parts  contF 
guous  to  the  Artery,  and  which  it  removes  into 
its  Diaftole,  whofe  Force  will  fhake  the  whole 
Limb,  if  you  lay  the  Ham  of  one  Leg  ora*  the 
Knee  of  the  other. 


§.214.  Nor  is  there  any  1  fenfible  Part 
throughout  the  whole  Body,  but  what  is  fur- 
nifh’d  with  fome  fmall  Artery;  as  we  are  at- 
fared  from  Wounds  2 ,  Microfcopes  3,  and  Inje¬ 
ctions  4 :  Even  in  the  very  middle  of  the 
Bones  do  we  find  the  fame  Membranes,  VeL 
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fels  and  Fluids,  as  in  the  other  Parts ;  but  all 
thefe  fmall  Arteries,  every  where  obferved,  are 
little  Branches  of  the  Aorta  5. 

1  Galen  and  the  Ancients  diftinguifhed  many 
Parts  of  the  Body  by  the  Name  of  Spermatic, 
which  they  fuppofed,  even  till  the  laft  Century, 
not  to  be  nourifhed  from  the  Blood  ;  but  thefe 
Parts  have  been  fince  *d  e  me  nitrated  by  the  Indu- 
ftry  of  Ruyfch  to  confifl  almoft  entirely  of  Veffels 
capable  of  receiving  his  ceraceous  Injection,  by 
which  he  fhews  that  even  the  compadteft  Bones, 
Cartilages,  Membranes,  Ligaments,  and  Tendons 
are  all  furnifhed  with  the  fame  Arteries  as  the  fofter 
Parts,  only  many  ol  them  feem  too  fmall  to  ad¬ 
mit  the  red  Part  of  the  Blood. 

a  One  cannot  enter  the  fmalleft  Needle  through 
any  Part  of  the  Cuticle  but  the  Blood  will  follow 
it ;  but  this  Blood  iffues  rather  from  the  fmall  Ar¬ 
teries  than  the  V eins,  becaufe  the  former  extra  va- 
fate  it  with  the  greateft  Force;  whereas  the  Veins, 
even  pretty  large  ones,  difeharge  but  little  Blood 
and  but  (lowly. 

3  By  thefe  we  are  enabled  to  fee  an  infinite  Num¬ 
ber  of  fmall  Arteries,  with  the  Blood  running 
through  them,  in  the  Tails  and  Fins  of  little  pifh, 
and  in  fuch  other  Parts  as  one  would  otherwife  take 
to  be  mere  membranous  Expan fions. 

4  By  the  Artifice  of  Injedfions,  a  mod  admira¬ 
ble  Improvement  in  Anatomy,  we  difeover  every 
Part  within  the  Cuticle  to  be  vafcular.  The  Pre¬ 
parations  of  the  celebrated  Ruyfch ,  who  has  indu- 
ftrioufly  excel  I’d  in  this  Practice,  fhews  the  other- 
wife  pellucid  Membranes  to  be  beautifully  painted 
with  Ramifications  of  Arteries  ;  even  the  hard 
Tendons  and  compadt  Ligaments  being  cut  in  fun¬ 
der  after  they  have  been  injedted,  demonftrate  ma- 

ny 
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ny  {mall  Arteries  running  through  their  Subftance. 
That  indefatigable  Anatomift  has  even  injected 
the  white  and  folid  Cartilages  of  the  Bones,  after 
macerating  them  eight  Days  in  Water,  made  a  little 
Salt  to  prevent  Putritadlion. 

*  I  need  hardly  obferve  that  in  the  Liver  and 
Lungs  you  may  in  fome  meafure  make  an  Excep¬ 
tion  but  even  thefe  are  plentifully  furnifhed  with 
Arteries  from  the  Aorta  in  the  Liver,  Ruyfcb 
has  demonftrated  a  vaft  Number  of  fmall  Arteries 
from  the  Cyflico-hepatic,  Ligamentary,  Pericar- 
dio-diaphragmatics,  fcfr.  but  in  the  Lungs  his 
bronchial  Artery  is  ramified  throughout. 

§.  215.  The  Blood  being  propell’d  into  the 
Aorta,  meets  with  a  Refinance  from  that 
with  which  the  Arteries  are  already  fill'd  1 ,  as 
as  alfo  from  the  Incurvations  2,  Elafiicity  3, 
and  conical  Figure  4  of  the  Arteries,  with  the 
Refiftance  of  the  contiguous  Parts,  pr effing  5 
on  the  Arteries  by  their  Weight  and  elaftic 
Nature,  and  laftly,  from  the  exceeding  Nar- 
rowne/s  6  of  the  fmalleft  Veffels:  So  that  this 
Fluid  paffes  through  the  V effels  only  by  the 
Excefi  7  of  the  Force  given  it  by  the  Heart 
above  the  Sum  of  all  the  Refiftances ;  but  as 
thefe  Refiftances  ire  lefs  in  the  Lungs  8,  the 
weaker  Contraction  of  the  right  Ventricle  is 
therefore  able  to  propell  the  Blood  more  eafily 
through  them,  confidering  this  Vifcus  barely 
as  a  Part  of  the  Body,  or  as  it  exifts  in  the 
Foetus  in  Utero,  without  any  Regard  to  its 
Office  of  Refpiration. 


1  Were 
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1  Were  the  Arteries  quite  empty,  the  Blood 
would  then  meet  with  little  Refinance  in  them, 
and  no  great  Force  of  the  Heart  would  be  required 
to  fill  them  ;  but  the  Arteries  of  a  Perfon  in 
Health  are  always  full  (per  §.  213.),  as  well  in 
their  Syftole  as  Diaftole:  For  were  only  fome  of 
them  empty,  the  Blood  would  rufh  into  them  fo 
impetuoufly  as  to  caufe  a  Rupture  ;  or  were  only 
fome  Arteries  lefs  full  than  others,  the  Blood 
would  even  then  defert  its  Courfe  to  the  Brain,  and 
fly  to  the  lefs  refilling  Veflels,  whence  would  fol¬ 
low  a  Deliquium,  as  is  the  Cafe  in  a  profufe  He¬ 
morrhage,  or  Phlebotomy.  The  Blood  therefore 
which  is  thrown  out  of  the  Heart  drives  forward 
the  reft  already  in  the  Arteries  ;  but  that  the  Quan¬ 
tity  of  Blood  and  Juices  thus  moved  at  each  Sy- 
ftole  of  the  Aorta  is  very  large,  may  appear  from 
their  being  much  fuperior  to  the  whole  Mafs  of 
Solids,  according  to  the  Computation  of  Dr.  Kelli ; 
and  one  may,  at  a  moderate  Eftimate,  compute 
that  in  a  Man  weighing  200  Pounds,  there  are  not 
above  1 10  of  Solids,  including  the  Skin  and  Fat  ; 
fo  that  there  will  then  remain  90  Pound  of  Juices 
which  refill  the  Blood  thrown  out  of  the  Heart 
into  the  Arteries  at  each  Syftole.  Even  the  folid 
Hoof  of  a  Horfe  is  not  fo  compact  nor  dry  but 
if  the  Farrier  fhaves  it  too  deep  it  bleeds  very  pro- 
fufely. 

4  Some  Geometricians  affirm  that  by  Experi¬ 
ment  a  Liquor  pafles  as  foon,  or  in  the  very  fame 
time,  through  an  infledted  Tube,  as  through  one 
that  is  {freight.  The  Difference  may  indeed  be 
granted  very  imperceptible  in  Tubes  that  are 
fmooth,  rigid  and  not  elaftic,  but  every  where  cy¬ 
lindrical  and  of  an  equal  Diameter,  and  with  Li¬ 
quors  having  but  little  Cohefion  or  Vifcidity  ;  but 

it 
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it  is  otherwife  betwixt  the  Blood  and  the  elaftic  or 
infleCted  Arteries  of  the  human  Body,  which  be¬ 
ing  frequently  complicated  or  incur vated  at  right 
Angles,  make  a  great  Refiftance  to  the  Courfe  of 
the  Blood. 

5  So  great  is  the  Strength  and  Refiftance  of  the 
Arteries,  that  the  larger  Trunks  can  fcarcely  be 
diftended  with  Water  by  any  Force  ;  and  their 
Refiftance  would  be  probably  too  great  for  the 
Heart  to  overcome,  if  they  were  not  continuous  to 
the  Veins,  where  the  Refiftance  of  the  Blood  from 
the  Sides  of  the  VefFel  continually  diminilkes. 

4  In  a  Tube  whofe  Shape  is  that  of  a  converg¬ 
ing  Cone,  like  the  Arteries,  it  is  univerfally  al¬ 
low’d  that  a  greater  Force  is  requir’d  to  dilate  the 
Sides  as  the  Force  is  apply’d  nearer  the  Apex  or 
Extremity.  But  we  have  here  ufually  two  Ob¬ 
jections  made  :  (1.)  That  the  Diameter  of  all  the 
final  1  Arteries  taken  together  greatly  exceed  that 
of  the  Aorta  next  the  Heart,  and  that  therefore 
#  Syftem  is  not  to  be  confidered  as  a  con- 
verging  Cone,  but  rather  as  a  Cone  diverging. 
But  we  anfwer,  that  the  Arteries  have  from  their 
Shape,  notwithftanding  the  Friction  and  Refift¬ 
ance  proper  to  a  converging  Cone  ;  for  they  are 
dilated  more  near  the  Heart  than  towards  their 
fmaller  Extremities,  which  is  not  the  Property  of 
a  diverging  but  of  a  converging  Cone;  and  we 
find,  by  Experiment,  that  the  Diameter  of  the 
Aorta  is  proportion  ably  more  increafed  near  the 
Heart  than  at  fome  Diftance,  and  that  the  Bran¬ 
ches  dilate  ftill  lefs  in  Proportion,  and  the  Capilla¬ 
ries  lead:  of  all.  (2.  j  Ehe  fecond  Objection  is, 
that  all  the  Arteries  have  not  a  conical  Figure  ; 
for  the  carotid  paffing  to  the  Brain  through  a  bo¬ 
ny  Canal  is  there  contracted,  and  again  dilated  or 
enlarged  within  the  Cranium,  and  then  again  con¬ 
tracted. 
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Crafted.  But  we  anfwer,  that  even  the  Carotid  has 
a  greater  Dilatation  near  the  Heart  than  at  the 
Brain,  and  if  it  any  where  puts  off  the  Figure  of  a 
converging  Cone,  we  need  not  wonder  that  it 
fhould  alfo  be  without  its  Affections ;  but  then 
this  is  true  only  in  the  Part  of  the  Artery  thus 
changed  from  its  common  Shape  and  Difpofi- 
tion. 

5  Befides  the  Preffure  on  the  Arteries  from  the 
adjacent  Bones,  Mufcles,  Fat,  &c.  they  are  alfo 
compreffed  by  the  Atmofphere,  which  they  remove 
with  the  adjacent  Parts  in-  every  Diaflole  ;  which 
confiderable  Preffure  of  the  Atmofphere  only,  is  e- 
qual  to  the  Weight  of  a  Column  of  Water  thirty 
two  Feet  perpendicular.  Some  indeed  deny  this 
Preffure  of  the  Air,  notwithflanding  it  is  fo  evi¬ 
dent  ;  becaufe,  fay  they,  we  do  not  perceive  any 
fuch  Preffure  on  our  Bodies,  which  is  owing  to 
the  Refiflance  of  the  internal  Air  included  in  our 
Bodies  fuflaining  the  Weight  of  the  external ;  but 
it  is  certain  that  when  the  Preffure  of  the  external 
Air  is  removed  from  any  Part  by  cupping  Glaffes, 
or  otherwife,  the  Blood  and  Juices  rufli  more  vio¬ 
lently  into  the  Veffels  of  that  Part  than  of  any 
other,  from  their  lefs  Refiflance  by  removing  the 
Preffure  of  the  Air.  ’Tis  alfo  well  known  that  all 
Animals  fwell  furprizingly  in  the  exhaufled  Re¬ 
ceiver  of  an  Air-pump,  from  the  Juices  running 
more  copioufly  into  the  Veffels  of  the  external 
Parts,  which  by  exhaufling  the  Air  have  a  lefs 
Preffure  and  Refiflance  againfl  the  Blood.  Nor 
do  we  know  of  any  Part  befides  the  Lungs  which 
contains  Air  truly  elaflic,  and  none  but  fuch  is  ca¬ 
pable  of  refilling  the  Weight  of  the  Atmofphere, 
and  of  fupporting  the  Parts  of  our  Bodies  againfl 
its  Preffure. 
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6  A  Liquor  flows  with  a  much  greater  Velocity 
through  two  or  three  Tubes  of  a  determinate 
Capacity  than  through  a  great  Number  of  fmall 
Tubes  whofe  Lights  or  Diameters  added  together 
are  equal  to  the  former;  for  it  appears,  from  the 
Principles  of  Hydraulics,  that  to  fill  or  diftend  an 
hundred  fmall  Tubes  requires  a  much  greater  Force 
than  to  fill  one  Tube  of  the  fame  or  equal  Dimen- 
fions :  Nor  is  it  difficult  to  account  for  the  Pheno¬ 
menon  which  arifes  from  the  greater  Fri&ion  and 
Refiftance  of  the  Liquor  againft  the  increafed  Sur¬ 
faces  of  the  Tubes,  or  Cylinders,  a  large  Tube 
having  a  lefs  Surface  in  Proportion  to  its  Contents 
than  a  final  1  one;  fo  that  if  an  hundred  Globules 
were  to  pals  through  a  certain  Tube,  only  a  few 
of  them  which  lay  next  the  Tube  would  fuffer  the 
Refiftance  of  Fridlion  from  its  Sides,  but  if  that 
Tube  was  ramified  into  an  hundred,  all  pervaded 
by  the  fame  Liquors,  then  every  Individual  Glo¬ 
bule  would  fuffer  a  vaff  Fricffion,  by  coming  into 
contract  with  each  Tube,  whence  the  Friftion 
would  be  furpriflngly  augmented.  And  thus  it  is 
with  the  Arteries  of  the  human  Body. 

7  The  Force  of  the  Heart  is  more  than  equal  to 
the  Refinances,  arifing  from  the  Blood  already  in 
the  Arteries,  from  their  conical  Figure,  various 
Inflections  or  Incurvations,  Elafficity,  and  Small- 
nefs,  or  the  Multitude  of  Ramifications,  with  the 
PrefTure  or  the  Air  and  circumjacent  Bodies ;  for 
was  the  Force  of  the  Heart  barely  equal  to  theie 
Refinances,  according  to  Dr.  Keil,  the  Blood 
would  then  ffand  (till  from  the  Equilibrium  ;  bur 
we  find  that  it  moves  forwards  in  the  Veffels  with  a 
Velocity  equal  to  the  Excefs  of  the  Heards  Force 
above  thole  Refinances. 

Bor  an  equal  Quantity  of  Blood  is  propelPd 
through  the  Lungs,  by  the  weaker  right  Ventri¬ 
cle 
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cle  of  the  Heart,  in  the  fame  time  that  a  like  Quan¬ 
tity  is  propell’d  throughout  the  whole  Body  by  the 
ftronger  left  Ventricle  (per  §.  184.)*,  whence  it  fol¬ 
lows,  that  the  Blood  meets  with  lefs  Refiftance  in 
the  Lungs,  partly  from  the  Air’s  fuftaining  the  vaf- 
cular  Plexus  fpread  on  the  Veficles  of  this  Vifcus, 
and  preffing  lefs  on  them  than  the  cutaneous  Vef- 
fels,  and  partly  from  the  pulmonary  Veffels  being 
fewer  in  Number  and  lefs  indebted  than  thofe  of  the 
whole  Body  befides. 

§.  216.  From  what  has  been  faid  we  mull: 
therefore  conclude  the  Power  of  the  Heart  to 
be  very  confiderable,  as  well  from  computing 
the  Force  by  which  it  overcomes  or  exceeds  1 
the  feveral  Refiftances,  as  from  confidering 
barely  the  vaft  Quantity  of  Juices  to  be  moved 
by  it  2. 

1  It  is  by  this  Excefs  of  Force  that  the  Heat  of 
animal  Bodies  is  generated;  when  at  the  fame 
time  Water  never  acquires  Heat  tho’  moved  with 
the  greateft  Velocity,  even  in  the  magnificent  and 
regal  Water- works  and  Engines  at  Verfailes ,  erect¬ 
ed  by  Lewis  XIV.  But  the  Difference  betwixt 
thefe  Hydraulic  Engines  and  thofe  of  animal  Bo¬ 
dies,  productive  of  Heat,  is,  that  in  the  laft  both 
the  Tubes  and  Juices  are  elaftic,  the  Particles  of 
the  Blood  and  Juices  are  very  vifcid  and  adhefive 
to  their  Sides  and  to  each  other,  the  V eflels  infinite- 
Iv  ramified  and  inflected  into  converging  Caoilla- 
ries  ;  by  all  which  the  Frictions  and  Vibrations 
both  of  the  Veffels  and  Juices  are  lb  far  increafed 
above  the  former,  as  to  produce  Heat,  always  pro¬ 
portionable  to  the  Blood’s  Velocity  and  Diameter 
of  the  Arteries  through  which  it  palfes ;  for  in  a 

large 
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large  Artery  where  the  Blood  moves  fwifteft  there 
is  little  Friction,  but  in  the  fmaller  Arteries  where 
it  moves  floweft  there  is  a  greater  Fridtion,  whence 
the  Equality  of  the  Blood’s  Heat  both  in  the  larger 
and  the  fmaller  Veflels. 

a  So  abundant  that  Dr.  Keill  computes  nine 
Parts  out  of  ten  are  Juices  in  the  human  Body; 
and  by  a  more  moderate  Computation  there  are  90 
Pounds  of  Juices  circulating  by  the  Force  of  the 
Heart  in  a  Man  weighing  200  Founds. 

s 

§.  217.  Since  therefore  the  whole  Mafs  of 
Blood  is  drove  forwards  with  fo  great  a  Force 
(§.  216.)  and  again  repelVd  1  by  fo  many  and 
great  Refiftances  (§.  215.),  in  palling  through 
a  full,  conical,  pliable  2  and  very  elaftic  Vef- 
fel;  it  therefore  necelfarily  follows  that  the 
Dilatation  of  this  Veffel  or  Artery  is  Contem¬ 
porary  with  the  Contraction  of  the  Heart,  and 
that  this  Dilatation,  which  is  the  natural  and 
unadtive  State  of  the  Heart  3,  is  the  preterna¬ 
tural  or  violent  4  State  of  the  Artery;  and  that 
this  Dilatation  of  the  Arteries  is  performed  in 
every  Part  of  a  healthy  Body  at  the  fame  In¬ 
fant  3  of  Time,  as  we  are  affured  from  their 
being  all  full ;  but  then  this  Diftention  of 
them  is  the  molt  perceptible  where  the  Arteries 
are  found  feated  upon  hard  refilling  Bodies, 
i  as  the  Bones,  and  where  they  lie  moil  expofed  6 
1  or  uncover’d. 

s  If  the  Blood  met  with  no  Refiftances  in  the 
)  Arteries,  it  wou’d  pafs  freely  through  them  into 
I  the  Veins  without  ever  diflending  them  ;  but  by 
f  their  Figure,  Plenitude,  and  other  Affedtions  the 

L  Blood 
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Blood  is  forced  againft  their  converging  Sides, 
which  confiding  of  circular  and  elaftic  Fibres  are 
equally  dilated  from  a  fmaller  to  a  larger  Diameter, 
and  that  even  without  any  fhortening  of  the  Arte¬ 
ries,  which  are  kept  extended  to  their  full  Length 
by  the  refilling  Bones. 

2  Were  the  Arteries  to  become  rigid,  Death 
would  be  the  Confequence,  becaufe  the  Heart 
would  not  be  able  to  overcome  their  Refi dance ; 
and  this  it  is  that  occafions  Death  from  mere  old 
Age  as  well  in  human  as  brute  Animals  *,  viz.  the 
Arteries  become  too  tough  and  rigid  by  their  fre¬ 
quent  A&ion,  the  Tendons  become  inflexible  and 
indifpofed  for  Motion,  and  the  Cartilages  turn 
bony,  &c.  Vid.  §.  468,  and  475. 

3  For  this  hollow  Mufcl'e  is  naturally  flaccid  and 
dilated,  like  all  other  Mufcles,  when  at  reft  j  but 
its  Contra&ion  follows  from  other  Caufes  not  with¬ 
in  itfelf,  viz.  the  Force  or  Influx  of  the  nervous 
juice  from  the  Cerebellum,  and  the  Impulfe  of 
the  arterial  Blood  impelled  by  the  Aorta  into  its 
coronary  Arteries,  per  §.  187,  and  190. 

4  As  arifing  from  the  Impulfe  of  the  Blood 
given  by  the  Force  of  the  Heart  *,  but  when  that 
Impulfe  ceafes,  the  Artery  being  left  to  itfelf  con¬ 
trails  by  the  Elafticity  of  its  Fibres,  and  then 
flops  a  while  in  its  greateft  Contractions,  per  §. 
132. 

*  Mathematically  fpeaking,  they  do  not  abfo- 
lutely  all  dilate  at  the  very  lame  and  lead;  Inftantr 
of  Time  as  the  Motion  is  fuccefiive,  but  the  Dif¬ 
ference  is  not  fenflble  in  a  healthy  Perfon  ;  tho*  in 
one  that  is  dying,  the  Heart  and  larger  Arteries  beat 
when  you  can  perceive  no  Motion  in  the  fmaller 
Arteries  of  the  Limbs.  To  exprefs  the  impercepti¬ 
ble  Variation  of  Time,  the  3,600th  Part  of  an 
Flour  muft  be  divided,  into  an  infinite  Number  of 

Parts, 
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Parcs,  and  again  divided  proportionable  to  the 
Diltances  of  the  Arteries  from  the  Heart;  but  I 
will  not  infill  on  fpeculative  Subtilties. 

6  Becaule  thofe  refilling  Bodies  return  the  whole 
Diallole  of  the  Artery  upon  the  Finger  of  the  Phy- 
fician;  thus  it  is  in  the  Arteries  of  the  Temples, 
Carpus,  Angles  of  the  lower  Jaw,  inner  Corners 
of  the  Eyes,  &c.  but  when  the  Artery  is  invelled 
with  much  Fat,  its  ICtus  is  loll  in  that  foft  Sub- 
llance,  and  makes  little  or  no  Impreffion  on  the 
Finger  ;  whence  the  Pulfe  of  a  lean  Perfon  will 
feem  four  times  as  llrong  as  that  of  a  fat  one,  tho* 
in  themfelves  they  are  both  of  equal  Strength,  and 
the  Perfons  equally  in  Health. 

I  %  ,  '  * 

§.  218.  But  while  the  Artery  is  in  this  Dia- 
E  flole  or  Dilatation  (§.  2 17.),  it  exerts  a  llrong 
t  Reaction  1  by  its  elaftic  Power  (§.213.)  in  a 
:  contrary  Direction,  and  being  affilled  at  the 
1  fame  time  by  the  refilling  Power  of  the  cir- 
:  cum-ambient  Parts  (§.  215.),  the  Artery  will 
confequently  contract,  and  forcibly  propell 
the  Blood,  as  well  by  its  own  (§.  213.)  as  the 
received  Preffure,  without  which  the  Blood 
i\  would  llagnate;  and  from  this  Power  there- 
I  fore  of  the  Artery  its  contained  Blood  runs  for- 
i  wards  in  a  Stream  continued,  but  fomewhat 
ftarting,  efpecially  at  the  Inllant  of  the  Heart’s 
Contraction :  This  State  of  the  Artery  is  call’d 
its  Syltole,  being  Contemporary  with  the  Di¬ 
allole  of  the  Heart,  and  makes  the  natural  2 
orunaClive  State  of  thisVelfel,  whofe  Contra¬ 
ction  is  affilled  by  the  Meeting  or  Return  of 
the  Vi a  Ives  3  in  the  Aorta,  and  the  Emptinefs 
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and  Flaccidity  4  of  the  coronary  Arteries. 
But  during  the  Contraction  of  the  Heart,  the 
Arteries  and  Veins  contain  as  much  more 
Blood  than  during  its  Diaftole,  as  will  fill  the 
two  Ventricles,  which  Quantity  they  pro¬ 
trude  into  the  Arteries  at  each  Contraction,  be- 
fides  the  Blood  expreffed  out  of  the  coronary 
Veffels  of  the  Heart;  but  on  the  contrary, 
when  the  Heart  is  dilated  and  the  Arteries  con¬ 
tracted,  the  Veflels  contain  fo  much  lefs  Blood 
than  before ;  that  Quantity  being  poured  into 
the  Ventricles ;  whence  you  may  compute  the 
Difference  of  Capacity  in  the  Arteries  when  in 
their  Syftole  and  Diaftole. 

1  This  Reaction  may  be  compared  to  and  un- 
derftood  by  that  of  a  tenfe  Chord,  ftruck  or  for¬ 
ced  by  fome  Weight ;  but  if  we  confider  the  great¬ 
er  Ratio  or  Proportion  that  the  right  Auricle  bears 
to  the  left,  viz.  as  5  to  3  according  to  Santorini  ; 
it  will  not  feem  improbable  that  the  right  Auricle 
is  fo  much  larger  to  ferve  as  a  Diverticulum  to  the 
venal  Blood,  when  it  is  fent  fafter  to  the  Heart 
than  it  can  protrude  it  through  the  Lungs,  as  in 
fudden  Exercife,  Fear,  Cold, 

a  A  State  which  the  Artery  acquires  of  itfelf 
and  of  its  own  Nature,  whereas  the  Diaftole  arifes 
from  a  Caufe  not  in  the  Artery  but  in  the  Blood, 
viz.  the  impelling  Force  of  the  Heart. 

5  When  the  Aorta  contracts  itfelf,  it  prefles  the 
Blood  every  way  as  well  towards  the  Heart  as  the 
Extremities;  but  to  prevent  any  of  the  Blood 
from  entring  the  Heart  again  out  of  the  Aorta, 
which  would  confound  the  ACtion  of  the  Mufcle, 
the  femilunar  Valves  meet  fo  exaCtly  as  not  to  ad¬ 
mit 
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mit  one  Drop  to  pafs  betwixt  them  ;  by  which 
means  the  whole  two  Ounces  of  Blood  propell’d  by 
the  left  Ventricle  into  the  Aorta,  is  drove  forwards 
through  its  fmaller  Branches,  except  only  about  one 
Dram  that  enters  the  coronary  Arteries  of  the 
Heart  itfelf. 

4  The  Force  of  the  Arteries  propells  the  Blood 
even  in  the  Veins  till  it  enters  the  right  Auricle 
again;  but  then  the  Ventricle  of  the  Heart  itfelf 
is  not  fill’d  with  the  venal  Blood  by  arterial  Force 
but  by  the  Contraction  of  the  Auricle.  To  this 
we  may  add  that  the  Syftole  of  the  Arteries  is  alfo 
in  fome  meafure  promoted  by  the  Repletion  of 
■  the  fmall  Veffels  in  their  Tunics  from  the  Coro- 
:  naries,  during  their  Syftole. 


§.219.  Thefe  two  Motions  of  the  Artery 
I  (§.217  and  218.)  make  up  what  Phyficians 
I  call  the  Pulfely  in  which  they  ufually  confider 
i  its  Strength  2 3 *,  Largenefs  3,  Fulnefs  4  or  Ten- 
I  fity,  ghiicknefs  5,  and  Equality  with  their 
1  Oppofites ;  tho5  thefe  are  hardly  ever  obferved 
i  in  any  two  healthy  Perfons  alike  7. 


a 


1  This,  ftriCtly  fpeaking,  is  only  the  Diaftole 
of  the  Artery,  fince  the  Finger  can  only  perceive 
it  in  that  State,  being  infenfible  when  it  contracts 
into  a  lefs  Compafs  from  under  the  Finger. 

a  The  determinate  and  ftrong  Force  with  which 
it  repells  the  Finger  in  each  Diaftole. 

3  The  Difference  betwixt  the  largeft  Diameter 
of  the  Artery  in  its  Diaftole,  and  the  fmalleft  Dia¬ 
meter  in  its  Syftole ;  whence,  in  a  healthy  Per- 

fon,  a  large  Pulfe  denotes  a  large  Quantity  of 

Blood  thrown  by  the  Heart  into  the  Aorta. 
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4  A  full  Pulfe  is  one  that  feels  large  in  its  Dia- 
Hole,  and  does  not  contract  much  in  its  Syftole ; 
but  I  make  little  or  no  Difference  betwixt  this  and 
a  large  Pulfe. 

s  The  Frequency  of  the  Pulfe  is  meafured  by  the 
Number  of  Dilatations  which  the  Artery  makes  in 
a  given  time,  either  in  Health  or  Sicknefs ;  but  as 
this  is  comparative,  therefore  the  chief  Phyficians 
to  Princes  ought  to  learn  the  Frequency  of  their 
Sovereign’s  healthy  Pulfe,  that  they  may  judge  of 
its  Variation  when  dileafed.  In  general,  healthy 
Pulfes  vary  according  to  the  Age,  Sex,  Climate, 
&c.  from  60  to  100  in  a  Minute  •,  but  they  are 
feldom  below  70  or  above  90,  and  are  moftly  a- 
bout  75  or  80.  In  Fevers  they  often  run  to  above 
120. 

$  Equality  of  Strength,  Magnitude,  Plenitude, 
and  Number ,  either  feparately  or  conjundtly  \ 
which  Equality  is  an  exceeding  good  Sign  in  all 
Indifpofitions,  denoting  the  Return  of  Health,  in 
which  it  is  a  conftant  Companion. 

7  As  Bellini  obferves.  (Seealfo§.  217,  N°  6.) 
Nor  are  the  Pulfes  of  one  and  the  fame  healthy 
Perfon  nearly  alike  at  various  times,  and  under 
different  Circumilances ;  for  there  is  a  wide  Diffe¬ 
rence  in  their  Number  and  Affe6lions,  according 
as  the  Perfon  is  either  in  a  Paffion,  fleeping,  me¬ 
ditating,  exercifing,  failing,  after  Dinner, 
for  as  the  Refiftance  of  the  Arteries  varies,  fo 
does  alfo  their  Irritation,  and  the  Force  of  the 
Heart,  whence  arifes  the  Difference  of  their  Vibra¬ 
tions  or  Pulfes. 

♦ 

§.  220.  The  Blood  then,  being  drove  out 
of  the  Heart  in  an  oblique  Direction  againft 
the  Sides  of  the  Aorta,  ftrikes  and  preffes  on 

them 
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them  in  a  very  acute  1  Angle,  whereby  alrnoft 
the  whole  Quantity  thrown  into  it  by  the 
Ventricle  will  be  forced  againft  its  Curvature  2 
or  Arch,  where  meeting  with  a  Refiftance 
from  the  Figure  and  Elafticity  of  the  Veffel 
with  the  Weight  of  the  preceding  Blood,  it  is 
thereby  repelVd  3  in  all  Directions:  Hence 
therefore  the  Particles  of  the  Blood  will  every 
Moment  receive  a  different  Motion  4,  Collifi - 
on  5,  and  Rotation  6  \  as  alfo  a  conftant  At¬ 
trition  7,  Attenuation  8,  and  Compattnefs  9, 
with  an  Abrafion  or  Levigation  10  of  their 
Angles,  and  an  Uniformity  or  Similitude  1 1 
in  each  Particle.  From  all  which  will  arife 
that  Fluidity  I2,  Heat  *3,  and  Colour  x4  ob- 
fervable  in  the  whole  Mafs,  with  that  Divifi— 
on  of  its  Parts  fitting  them  to  pafs  through  *5 
all  the  fmall  Veffels ;  hence  alfo  the  Preffure 
of  them  into  the  lateral  Orifices  16  and  Bran¬ 
ches  to  which  the  Particles  of  the  Blood  are 
convey’d,  and  the  Prevention  of  them  from 
forming  ObftruCtions  in  the  Capillaries  x7,  all 
which  are  ftill  farther  promoted  by  the  nume¬ 
rous  Anaftomofes  fo  frequently  obferved  a- 
mong  the  fmall  Arteries,  by  which  the  Parts 
of  the  Blood  meet  every  Moment  with  oppo- 
fite  Collifions,  Divifions,  Commixtures,  and 
Separations  in  their  Courfe.  Nor  do  we  ftand 
in  need  of  any  other  Caufe  1 8  befides  this  Mo¬ 
tion,  to  account  for  all  the  foremeniioned  Ef¬ 
fects  or  Appearances. 

1  The  Blood  propell’d  by  the  Fleart  into  the  A- 
pr{&  dilates  the  Sides  of  it  more  than  of  the  fmaller 
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Artery  ;  and  as  the  Contraction  of  the  Artery,  is, 
ftrictly  fpeaking,  fucceftive  from  the  Heart  ( per  §. 
217,  N°  5.)  the  Sides  of  the  Aorta  at  the  Heart 
therefore  contract  before  the  reft,  though  infenfibly. 
But  from  the  converging  or  conical  Figure  of  the 
Arteries,  the  Parts  of  the  Blood  do  not  enter  them 
in  Lines  parallel  to  their  Sides, but  impinge  on  them 
in  an  oblique  Direction  or  in  an  acute  Angle.  But 
when  elaftic  Bodies,  like  the  Blood-globules,  ftrike 
again  ft  elaftic  Chords,  like  the  component  Fibres 
or  Sides  of  the  Arteries,  they  will  be  repell’d  by 
the  common  Law  of  Reflection,  in  an  Angle  equal 
and  contrary  to  that  of  their  Incidence  ;  whence 
the  whole  globular  Mafs  impinging  obliquely  a- 
gainft  the  Sides  of  the  Arteries,  will  be  again  re¬ 
flected  with  an  equal  Obliquity  againft  their  op- 
pofite  Sides ;  and  this  Reflection  will  be  continued 
or  repeated  from  one  Side  to  the  other  till  the  Ar¬ 
tery  terminates.  Thus  the  component  Globules 
of  the  Blood  will  receive  a  perpetual  Attrition 
both  againft  the  Sides  of  the  Arteries  and  againft 
each  other ;  and  by  the  infinite  Ramification  of 
the  latter,  no  Globule  will  find  a  Pafiage  into  the 
Veins  without  having  firft  touch’d  in  every  Point 
againft  fome  Artery;  but  in  the  very  laft  Extre¬ 
mities  of  the  Arteries,  which  admit  only  fingle 
Globules  to  pafs,  by  changing  their  fpherical  for 
an  oval  or  oblong  Figure,  there  will  be  almoft  a 
compleat  Contacft  both  betwixt  the  Veflels  and 
Globules,  fo  that  no  Particle  of  the  Blood  will 
pafs  without  a  previous  Attrition. 

1  The  Aorta  is  incurvated  foon  after  its  Egrefs 
from  the  Heart,  and  forms  a  confiderable  Arch, 
againft  which  the  Blood  is  impell’d  from  the 
Heart,  and  thereby  changes  its  Direction,  which 
was  firft  given  it  towards  the  Axis  of  the  Artery  ; 
but  even  in  the  fmaller  Arteries  we  meet  with  many 

fuch 
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fuch  Incurvations,  by  whofe  Re-aClion  the  Blood 
will  be  repelled  in  various  Directions,  and  the 
Globules  ftriking  againft  each  other  will  acquire  a 
rotatory  Motion,  and  an  Attrition  of  their  Sides, 
&c. 

3  The  Contraction  of  the  Aorta  propells  the 
Blood  every  way,  as  well  towards  the  Heart,  from 
whence  it  came,  as  towards  the  Extremities  ;  but 
the  three  femilunar  Valves  of  the  Aorta  clofe  fo 
as  to  prevent  any  of  it  from  re-entring  the  left 
Ventricle,  and  only  two  or  three  Drams  enter  into 
the  coronary  Arteries,  which  open  within  the  Reach 
of  thofe  Valves,  all  the  Remainder  of  the  Blood 
expell’d  by  the  Heart  being  at  the  fame  time  deter¬ 
mined  and  urged  by  the  Syftole  of  the  Aorta  to¬ 
wards  the  Extremities  of  the  fmaller  Arteries. 
Now  if  the  Blood  flow’d  thus  through  an  empty 
Tube,  without  Refiftances,  it  would  every  where 
run  over  equal  Spaces  in  equal  Times,  and  con¬ 
tinue  in  the  Direction  which  it  firft  acquired  ;  but 
the  Cafe  being  otherwife  in  the  Arteries,  the  Blood 
does  not  move  through  them  uniformly ,  but 
with  a  Direction  and  Velocity  that  varies  :  For  the 
Particles  of  the  Blood,  and  the  Sides  of  the  Arteries 
being  elaftic,  are  fubjeCt  to  that  Law  of  Motion  in 
elaftic  Bodies,  by  which,  after  Collifion,  they  re¬ 
cede  from  each  other  in  oppofite  Directions,  and 
with  the  fame  Force  that  they  met  together.  Thefe 
Collifions  will  be  therefore  frequent  betwixt  the 
Blood  and  the  Arteries,  and  more  frequent  in  the 
fmaller  than  in  the  larger  Arteries  *  becaufe  fmaJI 
Cones  have  proportionably  a  greater  Surface  than 
large  ones :  Alfo  by  this  Collifion  and  different 
Preflure  of  the  Sides  of  the  compound  Globules 
againft  the  Arteries  and  againft  each  other,  they 
will  be  compacted,  render’d  more  folid,  and  ac¬ 
quire 
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quire  a  vortical  Motion  *  which  laft  will  both 
give  them  a  Sphericity  and  a  Polilh. 

4  The  Globules  of  the  Blood  moving  naturally 
in  the  Direction  of  the  Axis  of  their  Artery,  will 
be  turned  out  of  that  Courfe  by  ftriking  againft  its 
Sides  and  various  Incurvations ;  fo  that  the  impin¬ 
ging  Blood  will  be  forced  by  the  Sides  of  the  Ar¬ 
teries  towards  their  Axis,  againft  the  fucceeding 
Blood,  which  will  again  drive  the  preceding  upon 
the  arterial  Sides  as  before,  and  in  various  Directi¬ 
ons  ;  by  which  means  no  two  Globules  will  con¬ 
tinue  one  Moment  together,  or  in  Contad,  and 
being  every  way  compreffed,  they  cannot  divide 
themfelves  into  leffer  Globules. 

5  By  which  the  Nifus  or  Tendenceof  all  Bodies 
to  move  on  in  a  right  Line  with  the  fame  Velocity, 
is  in  the  Blood- globules  continually  changed,  as 
well  by  their  various  Angles  of  Incidence  and  Re¬ 
flection,  as  by  their  different  Ofcillations  and  Re- 
percuflions  among  each  other. 

6  Every  fpherical  Body  that  even  moves  upon  a 
fmooth  Plain,  will  revolve  about  its  own  Axis, 
and  defcribe  a  Cycloide  ;  whence  the  Contads  and 
Attrition  of  the  feveral  Particles  in  the  Blood  will 
be  continually  changing,  and  leave  no  Points  or 
Angles  in  them  unlevigated. 

7  The  Blood- globules  are  compreffible ,  and 
have  an  expanding  Force,  by  which  they  ad  on 
each  other,  and  on  the  Sides  of  the  Arteries,  efpe- 
dally  in  the  very  minute  and  elaftic  Capillaries 
through  which  they  are  forced  with  fo  great  a  Ve¬ 
locity  *,  and  hence  it  is  the  Heat  of  the  Blood  arifes. 
(Vid.  §.  229.) 

8  By  the  Divifion  of  the  larger  Globules  into 
lefs  as  they  ftrike  againft  the  Angles  of  the  ramify¬ 
ing  Arteries, 

l  Their  Denfity  or  Compadnefs  will  arife  from 

the 
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the  Union  of  feverai  fmali  Globules  into  a  larger 
one,  which  will  retain  the  Weight  of  all  the  fix  uni¬ 
ted  Spherules  under  a  lefs  Surface ;  and  it  is  a  Di¬ 
minution  of  the  Surface  without  removing  any  of 
the  Weight  that  increafes  the  Denflty  or  fpecific 
Gravity  of  Bodies.  To  this  add  the  Abrafion  of 
angular  Parts,  and  the  clofer  Approximation  of  the 
reft  by  a  conftant  and  equilateral  Preflure  by  all 
which  means  the  Particles  of  the  Chyle  and  Milk, 
in  themfelves  lighter  than  Water,  are  converted 
into  Blood,  which  is  a  twelfth  Part  heavier  than 
Water,  even  tho*  it  be  extra vafated,  for  I  fuppofe 
it  was  more  compact  in  the  Veflels  as  it  is  there  com- 
prefled,  but  expands  in  the  Air,  as  we  may  con¬ 
clude  from  the  Diflillition  of  the  Globules,  or  the 
Cruor’s  turning  into  Serum  by  ftanding. 

10  A  Sphere  moving  among  other  Bodies  meets 
with  an  equal  Reflftance  in  all  the  Points  of  its  Sur¬ 
face,  in  which  if  there  are  any  Angles  or  Inequa¬ 
lities  more  remote  than  other  Parts  from  the 
Centre,  the  Reflftance  or  Attrition  will  be  the 
ftrongeft  upon  them,  fo  as  to  abrade  and  grind 
them  off;  whence  the  Sphere  will  be  compleated 
and  move  freely  in  every  Point.  By  thefe  means 
every  nutritious  Particle  of  our  Chyle,  aflumes  a 
globular  Form,  except  the  excrementitious,  earthy 
and  faline  Parts,  efpecially  thofe  of  common  Salt, 
which  Lewenhoec  has  obferved  floating  in  the  Se¬ 
rum  of  the  Blood ;  for  fo  retentive  are  the  Particles 
of  that  Salt  of  their  natural  Cuboide  Figure,  that 
after  they  have  pafled  the  Circulation,  and  been 
putrified  in  the  Urine  for  three  whole  Years,  they 
receive  not  the  leaft  Change.  Vid.  my  Chemiftry, 
Book  II,  Procefs  ioi.* 

11  This  homogeneous  or  uniform  Texture  of  the 
feverai  Parts  of  the  Blood,  being  that  of  Spherules, 
varying  only  in  Size,  arifes  from  their  Attrition  a- 

mong 
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mong  each  other,  whereby  the  angular  Parts  are 
abraded  \  for  while  the  alimental  Particles  in  the 
Blood  continue  rough  and  unequal  they  are  rather 
offenfive  than  nutritious,  and  are  not  properly 
Parts  of  the  Blood.  Hence  you  may  refolve  the 
great  Queftion  how  all  forts  of  People  feeding  on 
different  Aliments  make  the  fame  Blood  from  each  ; 
for  this  Change  feems  to  arife  chiefly  from  the 
Lungs  (§.  200,  N°  11.)  and  Arteries,  compar¬ 
ing  and  levigating  the  fmaller  Spherules  of  our  ali¬ 
mental  Juices  (§.127.)  into  the  larger  Globules 
of  Blood  and  Lymph,  agreeing  in  Weight,  Soli¬ 
dity,  and  Colour  ;  including  alfo  the  Adtion  of 
our  indigenous  and  chylificative  Juices  (§.  126, 
N°  6.) 

11  There  is  fome  Difficulty  in  accounting  for  the 
Blood’s  Fluidity  in  the  Veflels,  when  it  even  con¬ 
geals  in  them,  and  becomes  a  folid  Mafs  barely 
for  want  of  Motion ;  but  neither  its  Heat  nor  pro- 
greffive  Motion  in  the  Veins  are  fufficient  for  this 
(confidering  the  Vifcidity  and  cohefive  Nature 
of  its  Parts)  without  the  Interpofition  of  a  cer¬ 
tain  Portion  of  the  univerfal  Menftruum  Water, 
and  an  inteftine  or  rotatory  Motion  in  each  Parti¬ 
cle  preventing  their  Combination  with  each  other, 
to  which  add  the  Efficacy  of  the  Lungs  (§.  200.) 
The  Ancients  indeed  imputed  this  Fluidity  of  the 
Blood  to  a  Ferment,  when  they  needed  nothing 
more  to  account  for  it  than  the  conical  Figure  and 
Adtion  of  the  Arteries,  with  a  fufficient  degree  of 
Motion  in  the  Blood  communicated  from  the 
Heart ;  for  otherwife,  the  Blood  not  only  congeals 
after  Extravafation,  but  even  in  the  Veflels  poly¬ 
pous  Concretions  are  fometimes  formed  in  a  Syn¬ 
cope  in  lefs  than  one  Minute’s  time. 

13  The  Heat  of  the  Blood  arifes  in  an  eminent 
degree  from  the  elaftic  Vibrations  or  Contractions 

of 
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of  the  Arteries,  fince  a  Man  whofe  Blood  is  almoft 
frozen  will  recover  his  Heat  barely  by  Exercife  or 
mufcular  Motion.  The  Heat  of  the  Blood  then 
in  the  human  Body  is  proportionable  to  its  Veloci¬ 
ty  and  Number  of  the  red,  or  largeft  Series  of  Glo¬ 
bules  it  contains;  the  Intenfity  and  Variation  of 
which  Heat  may  be  moft  commodioufty  eftimated 
by  the  mercurial  Thermometer  of  Farenheit  of 
Amfterdam.  If  the  Bulb  of  this  Inftrument  be  in- 
ferted  into  a  Patient’s  Mouth,  after  you  have 
marked  the  degree  of  the  Atmofphere,  and  the  Pa¬ 
tient  fhuts  his  Mouth,  breathing  only  through  his 
Nofe,  the  Afcent  of  it  will  then  indicate  how  much 
he  is  hotter  than  the  Air  ;  which  freezes  at  32  gr. 
is  cold  at  40,  temperate  at  50,  warm  at  65,  and 
fultry  (at  which  Butter  oils)  at  above  80,  tho”tis 
tolerable  for  fome  Hours  in  a  Bagnio  at  above  90, 
equal  to  the  ufual  Heat  of  the  Sun  at  Noon  in  the 
Dog-days,  and  from  96  to  100  is  the  healthy  Heat 
of  human  Bodies,  which  in  Fevers  afcends  to  1 10, 
and  even  Water  fcalds  a  foft  Hand  when  heated  to 
1 12  or  1 14;  the  White  of  Eggs,  Serum  and 
Lymph  harden  at  about  155;  Alcohol  boils  at 
175,  and  Brandy  (which  is  half  Water)  at  190, 
Spring- water  at  212. — Hence  as  there  is  fo  little 
Difference  betwixt  fcalding  Water  and  the  Heat  of 
the  Blood  in  ardent  Fevers,  no  wonder  that  they 
fo  foon  evaporate  the  aqueous  Parts,  and  infpiftate 
the  reft  of  the  Blood,  and  then  induce  a  putrid 
Thinnefs  ;  or  that  they  are  often  not  tolerable  a- 
bove  three  Days,  and  by  that  time  the  foft  Brain 
is  in  a  manner  parboiled  or  fcalded  ;  and  the  Tex¬ 
ture  of  the  Blood  is  often  fo  diffolved  that  a  Drop- 
fy  attends  the  Patient  after  his  Recovery  from  the 
Fever,  caufed  by  a  Diffolution  of  the  larger  red 
Globules  into  lefler  ferous  ones.  If  the  Motion 
and  Heat  of  the  Blood  decreafe,  it  becomes  ferous 

or 
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or  watery,  and  a  Cachexy  follows.  But  fome 
will  fay,  that  the  Heat  of  the  Blood  is  not  always 
as  the  Quicknefs  of  the  Pulfe  *,  this  I  allow,  for  the 
Pulfe  may  be  very  quick  and  the  Blood  at  the 
fame  time  move  flow,  as  in  a  Perfon  that  is  dy¬ 
ing. 

*4.  We  are  allured  that  no  other  Caufes  are  re¬ 
quired  to  make  the  Blood  red  than  the  Adtion  of 
the  Lungs  and  of  the  Arteries,  by  which  the  larg- 
eft  Globules  not  only  affume  that  Colour  but  are 
alfo  formed  equally  large,  denfe,  fmooth,  and  fphe- 
rical ;  for  when  the  Force  of  the  Arteries  is  dimi- 
nifhed,  the  Blood  foon  lofes  of  its  red  Colour.  If 
a  Man  in  perfect  Health  is  any  way  weakened, 
and  his  Circulation,  or  the  Heat  and  Attrition  of 
his  Blood  thereby  diminifhed,  he  will  in  a  little 
time  look  pale,  and  his  Blood  will  become  ferous 
or  difcoloured.  Girls,  at  the  firft  Appearance  of 
their  Menfes,  often  lofe  their  Colour,  look  pale, 
and  have  a  Weaknefs  in  their  Limbs  and  Coldnefs 
all  over  their  Body  *,  their  whole  Skin  alfo  turns  of 
a  pale,  greenilh,  or  yellowifh  Hue:  And  their 
Blood,  upon  Examination,  has  very  little  Rednefs 
in  it,  but  appears  watery,  and  like  the  Walkings 
of  Flelh,  which  is  alfo  the  State  of  the  Blood  after 
Intermittents,  and  many  chronical  Diforders,  But 
fuch  a  Girl,  by  various  Exercifes  with  Chaly beats 
and  Corroborants  ,  which  increafe  the  Velocity, 
Attrition,  and  Heat  of  the  Blood,  will  recover 
her  former  Health  and  Beauty.  We  therefore 
need  not  call  in  any  Effervefcence  of  an  acid  Chyle 
with  the  Blood  to  account  for  its  Rednefs,  nor  any 
Mixture  made  in  Vacuo,  nor  the  Action  of  any 
alcaline  Salt,  as  that  of  the  Sal  Tartari  boil’d  with 
Milk. 

u  To  render  the  Parts  of  the  Blood  pervious  to 
all  the  Veffels,  it  required  to  be  flocked  with  Glo- 

;  -  '  bules 
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bules  of  various  Sizes,  correfponding  to  the  Orifi¬ 
ces  of  the  feveral  Series  of  Veflels  *,  but  this  is  ef¬ 
fected  by  the  Divifion  of  the  larger  Globules  into 
thofe  of  leffer  Orders  by  the  ACtion  of  the  Lungs 
(§.  200.)  or  pulmonary  Arteries  ;  and  that  the 
larger  Globules  will  thus  diffolve  into  lefs,  is  proved 
to  the  Eye  by  the  Microfcope,  when  the  Cruor 
has  enter’d  a  Veflel  too  fmall  for  its  Paflage. 

16  When  fmal  Branches  go  off  from  a  conver¬ 
ging  Veffel  or  Artery,  towards  its  Apex,  having 
Orifices  too  fmall  to  admit  the  red  Part  of  the 
Blood,  I  fay  that  in  thefe  lateral  Orifices  will  en¬ 
ter  all  thofe  fluid  Particles  which  are  either  of  an 
equal  or  lefs  Dimenfions  ;  while  the  more  grofs 
Particles,  by  whofe  Weight  and  Preflfure  the  more 
fubtile  were  forced  into  the  lateral  Orifices,  go  on 
ftill  towards  the  Apex  of  the  Cone  or  Veflel: 
Hence,  the  fmaller  and  fewer  the  lateral  Branches 
or  Orifices,  the  more  of  the  Juices  will  continue 
moving  forward  in  the  arterial  Trunk. 

17  The  Blood  would  be  in  imminent  Danger  of 
fiagnating  and  concreting  in  the  Extremities  of  the 
fmall  Arteries,  (where  its  Motion  is  flowed:,  its 
Refiflance  greateft,  (§.  215.)  its  Heat  the  leafl, 
aud  its  diluent  or  thinner  Juices  in  the  fmalleft 
Quantity)  if  it  were  not  highly  attenuated  by  the 
arterial  Plexus's  fpread  through  the  Lungs  (§.  198.) 
and  Mufcles  \  in  which,  by  their  frequent  Anafto - 
mofes  with  each  other,  like  the  Marfhes  of  a  Net 
or  a  Spider’s  Web,  every  individual  Particle  of  the 
Blood  is  propell’d  in  various  and  contrary  Directi¬ 
ons.  If  any  Obftru&ions  are  formed,  by  thefe  In- 
ofculations,  the  obftru&ed  Capillaries  are  alio  pre¬ 
vented  from  being  either  totally  block’d  up  or 
burfl,  by  the  Impulfe  of  the  fucceeding  Blood, 
which  will  take  its  Courfe  freely  through  the  next 
communicating  Branch,  till  the  obftruCting  Mat¬ 
ter 
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ter  be  either  attenuated  and  dilfolved,  or  elfe  pro¬ 
truded  through  or  removed  by  the  frequent  Shocks 
of  the  Artery.  When  one  has  got  a  Cold,  with 
a  Defluxion  on  the  Fauces  and  Parts  adjacent,  there 
are  then  an  infinite  Number  of  fmall  Arteries  ob- 
ltruCted  which  deny  a  free  Paffage  to  the  Blood  ; 
but  all  this  is  quickly  difperfed  and  removed  by  a 
Day’s  falling,  and  plentiful  drinking  of  warm  di¬ 
luent  Liquors ;  for  thus  the  obltruCtive  Matter  will 
be  attenuated  or  removed,  and  Arteriolae  become 
pervious  as  before.  And  Lewenboec  has  often  feen 
the  Particles  obltruCting  a  capillary  Artery  diflolve 
either  by  an  Increafe  of  Warmth,  the  repeated 
Shock  of  the  Arteriola,  or  by  its  returning  towards 
the  wider  Part  of  the  Artery. 

18  That  is  the  Caufe  of  any  thing  by  removing 
which  the  EffeCt  ceafes ;  but  we  are  aflured,  by 
Experience,  that  the  Fluidity,  Heat,  and  red  Co¬ 
lour  of  the  Blood  are  always  more  intenfe  when  the 
Arteries  and  Lungs  are  llrong,  and  aft  on  the 
Blood  with  fufficient  Force ;  and  that  they  are  more 
faiht  or  remifs  when  the  Strength  of  the  Arteries 
•and  the  Blood’s  Attrition  by  them  is  dimini fhed. 
’Tis  both  needlefs  and  ufelefs  to  enter  into  a  Detail 
of  the  various  Caufes  afligned  by  different  Authors 
for  thofe  Appearances  of  the  Blood,  fmce  they  all 
appear  to  be  fictitious  except  that  here  given. 
Thus  a  Man  lately  drowned  is  deprived  of  the  Heat, 
Fluidity,  and  other  Affeftions  of  the  circulating 
Blood,  notwithstanding  all  the  fuppofed  Ferments, 
Salts,  Sulphurs,  Oils,  Csfr.  are  Itill  within  the 
Mafs,  and  nothing  is  wanting  but  the  Motion  for¬ 
merly  given  it  by  the  Heart  and  Arteries,  which 
mult  be  the  Caufe  enquired  after. 

§.221.  For  if  the  Blood  retains  all  its  Parts 
and  AffeCtions,  except  the  Motion  given  to  it 
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by  the  Heart  and  Arteries,  it  quickly  congeals  % 
and  becomes  more  a  folid  than  a  fluid  Mafs ; 
but  whilft  actuated  by  the  Caufes  (at  §.  220.) 
it  continues  to  be  a  Liquor  adapted  to  all  the 
Offices  of  Life. 


1  The  Blood,  confifting  of  Globules  of  various 
Sizes,  which  only  retain  their  Sphericity  while 
moving  fait  enough  in  the  Veffels,  is  no  fooner 
extra vafated,  but  by  preffing  on  each  other,  and 
by  the  Force  of  Attraction  they  will  become  little 
flat  Cakes,  whereby  their  Surface  being  increafed, 
and  confequently  their  Cohefion,  they  will  form  a 
continuous  or  folid  Mafs ;  but  this  Attraction  and 
Cohefion  will  be  greateft  in  the  fmalleft  of  the  com- 
preffed  Globules,  as  they  will  have  proportionally 
the  largeft  Surface  and  Contact ;  thefe  will  there¬ 
fore  cohere  to  each  other  fo  flrongly,  by  the  Help 
of  an  intermediate  Gluten,  as  to  form  elaftic  Chains 
or  Threads.  From  hence  you  may  underftand 
the  Formation  of  polypous  Concretions,  whether 
made  in  the  Veffels,  or  of  extra  vafated  Blood  by 
Art.  The  Blood  is  therefore  a  Liquor  compofed 
of  Parts  naturally  apt  to  cohere  and  become  folid,  if 
not  prevented  by  a  due  Degree  of  Motion  ;  which 
is  a  very  neceffary  Affection  of  it  fo  far  as  it  is  a 
nutritious  Fluid. 


§.  222.  But  as  the  Arteries  gradually  in- 
creafe  both  in  Number  and  Capacity  being 
in  fome  Places  narrower  and  in  others  broad¬ 
er,  they  will,  in  every  Part,  continually  de- 
pofite  2  or  lofe  fome  of  their  Contents,  which 
never  return  again;  but  as  the  Refiftances  are 
alfo  greater,  or  even  greateft  in  the  fmalleft 

M  Ar- 
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Arteries,  and  much  of  the  Blood’s  Impulfe  is 
there  imprefs’d  and  loft  upon  the  ambient 
Parts  3,  therefore  the  Motion  of  the  circula¬ 
ting  Juices  will  be,  c ceteris  paribus ,  Jwijteft  4 
near  the  Heart,  and  floweft  in  the  moft  di- 
ftant  Parts  or  Extremities. 

1  We  before  obferved  (§.215.)  that  the  Ag¬ 
gregate  or  Sum  of  the  Diameters  of  the  fmall  Ar¬ 
teries  greatly  exceeds  that  of  the  Aorta  •,  which  we 
have  the  lefs  Reafon  to  doubt  of,  as  we  find  the 
Lights  or  Sections  of  the  firfb  Divifion  of  the  A- 
orta  (into  the  Subclavians,  Carotids,  and  defend¬ 
ing  Trunks)  to  exceed  the  Section  of  the  Aorta  it- 
felf  at  the  Heart,  nearly  as  3  to  4,  or  5  to  6  ; 
which  Difference  will  be  ft  ill  immenfely  greater  as 
the  Arteries  are  farther  ramified  ;  fo  that  the  Blood 
moves  on  continually  in  the  Arteries  from  a  fmall 
Capacity  to  a  larger,  and  will  therefore  lofe  pro- 
portionably  of  its  Velocity,  as  it  goes  farther  from 
the  Heart,  till  it  is  almoft  quite  loft  at  their  Extre¬ 
mities  opening  into  the  Veins:  But  Ruyfch  and 
Lewenhoec  demon ftrate  that  the  whole  Skin  under 
the  Cuticle  is  fo  full  of  exhaling  Veflels  that  one 
cannot  enter  the  fmalleft  Needle  without  wounding: 

D 

fome  of  the  Arteriole  ;  fo  that  almoft  the  whole 
Surface  of  the  Body  may  be  taken  as  the  Area  or 
Sedlion  of  the  exhaling  and  cutanious  Arteriole 
only  in  Comparifon  with  a  Seftion  of  the  Aorta  ; 
but  how  prodigioufiy  will  that  be  augmented  by 
adding  the  Sedtions  of  all  the  Arteriolas  of  the 
Mufcles,  Vifcera,  Bones,  &V. 

x  Such  as  all  the  lecerned  Juices,  Lymph, 
nervous  Juice,  the  Matter  of  Urine  and  Perfpira- 
tion,  (which  laft  amounts  to  five  Pounds  a  Day  in 
Italy ,  according  to  Sanfforius)  the  Saliva,  Tears, 

&c. 
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&c.  all  which  are  more  fluid  than  the  Blood  itfelf 
from  whence  they  are  feparated,  and  are  either  dis¬ 
charged  out  of  the  Body,  or  at  leaf!  do  not  return 
into  the  Arteries  again :  Whence  it  follows,  that 
the  Blood  having  parted  with  all  thofe  more  fluid 
Juices  in  its  Paflage  to  the  Extremities  of  the  Ar¬ 
teries,  it  will  be  there  lefs  fluxile,  and  will  move 
flower. 

3  A  Body  moving  in  a  perfefl  Vacuum,  would 
go  on  with  the  fame  Velocity  for  ever,  and  in  a 

I  right  Line ;  becaufe  it  would  not  then  meet  with 
any  other  Bodies  to  change  its  Direction,  nor  re* 
fift  its  Motion :  But  if  this  Body  ft  tikes  upon 
others  in  its  Courfe,  it  will  communicate  Part  of 
its  Motion  to  each  of  them  till  it  has  loft  all  its 
own  ;  whence  a  Stone  that  has  been  flung  into  the 
Air  goes  on  in  a  right  Line  till  it  has  given  fo 
much  of  its  Motion  to  the  refi fling  Medium  that 
the  Force  of  Gravity  becomes  more  than  equal  to 
its  remaining  Impulfe,  whereupon  it  falls  to  the 
Earth.  In  the  fame  manner  the  Blood  communi¬ 
cates  its  Impulfe  to  the  Arteries,  and  thefe  again 

Ilofe  Part  of  their  Motion  in  removing  the  ambient 
and  refilling  Parts,  fuch  as  the  Fat,  Mufcles, 4 
Skin,  Atmofphere,  &c.  (§.215.  N°  5,  7.)  which 
being  foft  Bodies  do  not  return  the  Force  like  rigid 
and  elaflic  ones ;  for  if  two  Balls  of  foft  Clay  be 
fufpended  by  Strings,  and  impelled  againfi  each 
other  in  contrary  Directions,  all  their  Motion  is 
deflroy’d,  and  ceafes  at  the  Points  of  ContaCl ; 
but  if  they  are  firfl  hardened  and  baked,  fo  as  to 
become  rigid  and  elaflic,  they  will  then  recede 
from  each  other  after  Contact  with  a  Force  equal 
to  that  with  which  they  met.  In  this  manner  a 
great  Part  of  the  Blood’s  Motion  is  loll  upon  the 
circumjacent  Parts,  and  efpecially  upon  the  Fat 
in  People  of  a  corpulent  Habit in  which  lafl  Part 
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therefore  the  Blood  fooner  ftagnates  and  obftrudis 
the  fmall  Arteries  than  in  others. 

4  The  Difference  of  the  Blood’s  ^Velocity  in  the 
Aorta  and  Capillary  Arteries,  is  computed  by  Dr. 
Kelli  to  be  at  44,507,  to  1.  But  this  Velocity  and 
Motion  is  both  the  fwifteft  and  the  lead  impaired 
in  the  Arteries  of  the  Heart  itfelf ;  for  in  thefe  the 
whole  Quantity  received,  in  each  Diaftole  of  the 
Heart,  is  forcibly  propel  I’d  and  difcharged  by  the 
next  Syffole  of  this  Mufcle  ;  fo  that  it  circulates 
through  the  coronary  Arteries  in  the  3600^  Part 
of  an  Hour  {per  §.  184.).  Next  to  the  Veflfels 
of  the  Heart,  the  Blood  moves  fwifteft  through 
thofe  of  the  Lungs,  in  which  it  is  accelerated  by 
their  Adtion  or  Refpiration,  ( per  §.  300  and  308.) 
and  next  to  thefe  it  moves  quickeft  thro’  the  Inter- 
coftals  and  Phrenics,  in  which  its  Courfe  or  Cir¬ 
culation  feems  to  be  compleated  at  every  Refpira¬ 
tion.  Nor  does  the  Blood  move  withthe  fame  Ve¬ 
locity  through  the  other  Parts,  but  in  fome  flower 
than  in  others  •,  flowed  in  the  Arteriolae  of  Adeps 
and  Medulla,  in  which  the  Motion  is  fcarce  fenfi- 
ble:  But  the  Blood  does  not  always  move  in  Pro¬ 
portion  to  its  Diftance  from  the  Heart,  for  diffe¬ 
rent  Circumftances  may  make  it  move  an  hundred 
times  quicker  in  fome  than  in  others  *,  and  ftridtly 
fpeaking,  its  Velocity  varies  in  every  Veffel,  in 
Proportion  to  its  Section  and  Angle  at  the  Trunk, 
its  Complications,  and  other  particular  Affedtions 
unobferved.  Thus  the  carotid  Arteries  before  they 
reach  the  Cranium  have  their  Coats  denfe  and 
compadt;  but  upon  entring  the  Cranium,  they 
depofit  their  thick  mufcular  Tunic,  and  become 
thin  as  Veins,  and  larger  than  before  ;  by  which 
Mechanilm  the  Blood  flows  into  them  in  a  greater 
Quantity,  as  they  have  lefs  Reflftance,  and  moves 
flower  through  them  as  they  have  a  lefs  contradfile 
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Force.  Much  the  fame  Mechanifm  is  alfo  obfer- 
vable  in  the  arterial  Branch  that  conveys  Blood  to 
the  whole  fpinal  Medulla  down  to  the  Coccyx, 
which  arifing  from  the  Conjun&ion  of  the  two 
vertebral  Arteries  at  the  Medulla  oblongata ,  the 
Blood  takes  a  Retrograde  and  flow  Courfe  thro9 
it.  Vid.  §.  231  and  232. 


Of  the  Nature ,  Compoftion >  and  Qua¬ 
lities  of  the  Blood \ 


§,  223.  T>ut  the  feveral  conftituent 
I)  Parts  of  the  Blood  itfelf,  is  alfo 
concealed  a  great  deal  of  the  Caufe  both  of 
its  different  1  Courfe  and  Velocity  in  the 
Veffels ;  for  that  it  is  compounded  of  various 
and  diftindf  Particles,  we  are  affured  from 
the  Matter  of  its  Compofttion  5  from  its  fpon- 
taneous  Separation,  when  at  reft  and  out  of 
the  Veffels,  into  a  vapoury  2,  ferous,  and  fi¬ 
brous  Subftance  \  and  laftly,  from  the  Princi¬ 
ples  it  affords  by  a  chemical  Analyfis  3. 

x  The  Blood  is  a  warm,  red,  and  feemingly 
uniform  Liquor,  circulating  through  the  Heart 
and  Veffels,  of  living  Animals.  If  its  Parts  were 
perfectly  hard  and  fimilar,  meeting  with  no  Re- 
fiftances  they  would  go  on  in  ftrait  Lines.  And 
Mechanics  teach  us,  without  any  Falacy,  that,  by 
the  Experiments  of  Hugens ,  if  an  hundred  Ivory 
Balls  are  placed  upon  a  fmooth  Table,  by  giving 
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an  Impulfe  to  the  firft,  the  reft  will  ftand  ftill, 
and  impart  all  their  Motion  to  the  laft,  which 
will  depart  with  the  fame  Force  and  Velocity  that 
the  firft  was  impell’d  with  againft  the  reft,  and  would 
continue  moving  in  the  fame  Direction,  and  with 
the  fame  Force,  if  it  were  not  for  the  Refiftance  of 
ambient  Bodies.  If  a  Bullet  and  a  Feather  are 
dropt  at  the  fame  Inftant  from  a  certain  Height 
in  the  open  Air,  the  Bullet  will  be  down  firft,  and 
leave  the  Feather  floating  behind ;  but  if  a  Feather 
and  a  Guinea  are  dropt  at  the  fame  Inftant  from  an 
equal  Height  in  an  exhaufted  Receiver,  they  then 
both  arrive  at  the  Bottom  in  the  fame  Inftant  of 
Time,  all  Refiftance  being  there  removed.  It 
therefore  follows,  that  a  moving  Body  lofes  of  its 
Force  by  the  Impulfe  which  its  Surface  gives  to  the 
ambient  and  refilling  Corpufcles,  and  that  there¬ 
fore  the  Body  will  be  refilled  in  Proportion  to  the 
Largenefs  of  its  Surface;  but  when  feveral  diffe¬ 
rent  Bodies  are  projected  forwards  with  the  fame 
Velocity,  their  Impulfe  on  others  will  be  alfo,  in 
Proportion  to  their  Denfity  or  Quantity  of  Mat¬ 
ter  under  a  given  Surface.  Hence  we  learn,  that 
in  the  Particles  of  the  Blood  moving  all  by  the 
fame  Force  of  the  Heart,  thofe  will  pals  on  the 
fwifteft  and  the  neareft  to  a  right  Line  which  have 
the  leaft  Surface  and  the  greateft  Weight ;  or  to 
fpeak  mathematically,  the  Velocity  of  each  Glo¬ 
bule  will  be  in  a  Ratio  dire£lly  as  the  Denfity,  and 
inverfly  as  the  Surface.  So  that  if  the  Globule  A 
be  double  the  Weight  of  B,  it  will  go  over  double 
the  Space  by  the  fame  Impulfe  in  the  firft  Inftant, 
and  in  the  fecond  Inftant  it  will  have  out-gone 
B  twice  as  far  as  it  did  in  the  firft  Inftant  of  time  ; 
whence  their  Diftance  from  each  other  will  perpe¬ 
tually  increafe,  as  the  times  — Another  Difference 
in  the  Motion,  arifing  from  their  greater  Denfity 
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and  Sphericity,  is  that  they  will  move  longer,  and 
be  more  retentive  of  their  firft  Direction  in  a  right 
Line.  If  ieveral  leffer  Globules  unite  into  one 
larger,  without  lofing  any  of  their  Matter,  they 
will  become  more  denfe,  or  acquire  a  lefs  Surface; 
but  if  one  large  Globule  difiolves  into  feveral  leis 
they  will  acquire  a  greater  Surface,  if  no  Change 
ba  made  in  the  Texture  of  their  Pores  ajid  Parti¬ 
cles. 

a  Being  that  ill  fmelling  Vapour  which  exhales 
from  Blood  juft  extra vafated,  of  which  we  fpoke 
at  §.  167.  But  the  fibrous  Parts  are  no  more  than 
Chains  of  Globules  attracting  and  adhering  to  each 
other  ( per  §.  221.). 

3  Let  fome  Blood  of  a  healthy  Perfon  run  into 
a  clean  Glafs  Body,  to  which  adapt  a  Head,  and 
place  them  in  Balneo  with  a  Heat  not  exceeding 
that  of  a  healthy  Body,  viz.  100  gr.  you  will 
then  have  Vapours  afcend  and  condenfe  into  anin- 
fipid  Water,  having  little  or  no  Smell,  and  in  no¬ 
thing  differing  from  common  Water,  only  in  ha¬ 
ving  fome  of  the  foetid  Odour  obferved  in  the  kil¬ 
ling  or  opening  of  all  Animals ;  nor  can  we  dif- 
cover  any  acid  or  alcaline  Salt  therein  by  any  Ex¬ 
periment.  In  the  next  place  let  the  Cake  of  Cru- 
or,  and  the  remaining  Serum  in  the  Body,  be  ur¬ 
ged  with  a  ftronger  Heat  of  2 14  gr.  equal  to  that 
of  boiling  Water,  and  thus  you  may  from  a  Pound 
of  Blood  draw  off  near  ten  Ounces  of  Water,  till 
the  remaining  Mafs  is  almoft  dry,  which  will  not 
then  putrify  by  (landing.  From  this  Experiment 
we  learn,  that  there  is  not  naturally  any  volatile 
Salt  in  the  Blood,  fince  none  afcends  from  it  by  fo 
ftrong  a  Heat  as  that  of  boiling  Water.  But  if 
you  now  urge  the  remaining  Mafs  with  a  greater 
Heat  of  300  gr.  you  will  firft  obtain  a  volatile 
Salt,  with  a  yellow  Oil,  then  a  fetid  or  empy 
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made  Oil,  and  laftly  a  very  heavy  and  thick  Oil, 
leaving  a  black  Mafs,  like  a  Coal,  remaining  in 
the  Bottom  of  the  VefTel.  But  you  muft  know  that 
thefe  are  not  the  natural  but  factitious  Principles  of 
the  Blood,  produced  or  made  by  the  Intenfity  of 
Fire.  It  is  therefore  an  Error  to  fuppofe  that  the 
faline  Parts  of  the  Blood  are  naturally  acrid  and  vo¬ 
latile,  fince  the  Water  firft  diltill’d  from  it  will 
keep  many  Years  without  yielding  any  urinous  or 
acrid  Smell  and  Tafte. 


,§.  224.  There  are  therefore  in  the  Blood 
(i.)  fome  Parts  already  in  Motion,  and  which 
have  a  great  Difpofition  to  move  by  the  lead: 
Impulfe,  from  their  Solidity  *,  Smoothnefs 
and  Sphericity  2;  there  are  alfo  (2.)  others 
JhiggiJh  3,  or  unapt  to  move  by  a  fmall  Im¬ 
pulfe,  as  being  porous  4,  angular  5,  rough  or 
<vifcid  6 :  Hence  we  know,  by  the  Laws  of 
Mechanics ,  Hydroftatics  and  Hydraulics , 
that  thefe  Particles  of  the  Blood ,  though 
propell’d  by  the  fame  common  Force  of  the 
Heart,  will  not  all  move  on  with  the  fame 
Velocity,  Direction,  and  Continuance:  For 
the  Courfe  of  the  firft  will  be  fwifter,  longer, 
and  more  nearly  in  a  right  Line  7  from  the 
Heart;  while  the  latter  move  through  the 
Veffels  more  flowly,  obliquely,  and  back¬ 
wards  or  towards  the  Sides. 


*  Having  the  greatefl  Cohefion  of  Parts,  with 
the  feweft  Pores  or  the  fmalleft  Surface  ;  by  which 
they  will  be  more  retentive  of  their  Motion,  and 
meet  with  lefs  Refiftance,  i.  e,  they  will  be  more 
Whereas  the  more  light  and  porous  Parts 
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will  be  lefs  fufceptible  and  retentive  of  Motion  ; 
i.  e .  they  will  be  more  vifcid  or  lets  Fluid,  not- 
withdanding  their  Particles  being  fmaller  than  the 
former. 

a  Great  are  the  Advantages  of  this  Figure  for 
Fluidity  and  Motion  in  Bodies ;  for  it  contains  the 
mod  Matter  under  the  lead  Surface,  has  every 
where  an  equal  Relidance,  and  comes  into  contad 
with  other  Bodies  only  in  fingle  Points :  No  won¬ 
der  therefore  that  Spheres  fhould  affume  the  mod 
Motion  from  the  fame  or  a  common  Impulfe,  or 
retain  their  Motion  longer,  and  their  Diredion 
more  drongly  than  Bodies  of  other  Shapes. 

3  Such  as  are  lefs  eafily  put  into  Motion,  and 
the  fooner  lofe  it  ;  from  their  Roughnefs,  Light- 
nefs,  and  their  Attradion  or  Tendence  towards 
other  Particles, 

4  If  two  Atoms  are  conjoined  into  a  Body, 
with  an  intermediate  Space  betwixt  them,  that 
Space  will  be  a  Pore,  and  the  two  Atoms  will 
feparate  with  the  utmod  Eafe  by  a  Force  ading 
upon  them  in  that  Point ;  and  from  this  Pore  it 
will  have  a  lefs  Power  on  other  Bodies,  fince  Space 
has  no  Adion :  But  if  that  Body  be  again  diffolved 
into  two  Atoms,  each  of  them  will  become  more 
folid  and  retentive  of  Motion,  as  having  no  Pore 
or  empty  Space  *,  for  Matter  only  is  fufceptible  and 
retentive  of  Motion,  and  therefore  in  Bodies  of 
the  fame  Bulk,  thofe  are  lead  porous  which  have 
the  greated  Weight,  e.  g.  Oil  and  Fat  weigh  lefs 
than  Water,  and  therefore  they  are  more  porous. 

*  If  a  little  Drop  of  the  Blood’s  Serum  be  taken 
up  in  a  capillary  glafs  Tube,  in  a  warm  Place, 
and  then  view’d  againd  the  Light  with  a  Micro- 
fcope,  it  exhibits,  befides  Globules,  a  great  many 
angular  or  fharp-pointed  Particles,  and  Spiculae  of 
a  feline  Nature,  which  feem  to  be  rather  Stimuli 
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to  the  VefTels  than  necefifary  or  conflituent  Parts 
of  the  Blood. 

6  Such  as  ftrongly  attradl  and  cohere  to  them- 
felves  and  to  other  Corpufcles,  and  which  there¬ 
fore  cannot  be  of  a  round  Figure,  becaufe  they 
touch  and  cohere  by  large  Surfaces  and  not  in  fin-' 
gle  Points,  and  Cohefion  we  know  is  as  the  Surface 
in  Contact. 

1  Every  Body  in  Motion  endeavours  to  go  on 
in  a  right  Line,  if  its  Direction  is  not  alter’d  by 
fome  other  Force  or  Refinance  ;  and  this  nifus  in 
direUum  will  be  greater  as  the  moving  Body  is  den¬ 
ier  :  So  that  in  an  Affembly  of  Particles  of  va¬ 
rious  fpecific  Gravities  moving  by  one  common 
Impulfe,  the  heaviefl  will  keep  on  their  Courfe 
the  neared  to  a  right  Line,  while  the  lefs  heavy 
recede  laterally  or  obliquely  from  their  firfl  Di¬ 
rection.  Thus  for  example,  if  you  difcharge  a 
Spherule  of  Gold,  another  of  Cork,  and  another 
of  a  Piece  of  Bladder  fill’d  with  Air,  and  placed 
in  that  Order  in  a  wind-gun;  the  Spherule  of 
Gold  will  then  go  forwards  in  a  right  Line,  and 
drive  away  the  other  two  laterally  in  Lines  of  Ob¬ 
liquity  proportionable  to  the  Gravity  of  each. 
And  the  fame,  it  is  with  the  component  Glo¬ 
bules  and  Particles  of  the  Blood  projected  by  the 
Force  of  the  Heart  along  the  Arteries,  in  which 
the  more  denfe  and  fpherical  Particles  will  tend 
moft  in  a  right  Line,  or  towards  the  Axis  of  the 
Vefiel  •,  while  the  more  vifcid,  rough,  and  po¬ 
rous  Particles  will  be  forced  towards  the  Sides  and 
drove  into  the  lateral  Orifices.  In  the  fame  man¬ 
ner  we  obferve  in  Rivulets  and  Currents  of  Water 
that  the  lighter  Soil  is  forced  to  the  Sides  and  flicks 
to  the  Shore,  while  the  more  heavy  is  drove  with  a 
greater  Velocity  along  the  middle  of  the  Current. 
Hence  we  learn,  that  in  the  Courfe  of  the  Blood 
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thro’  the  Arteries,  it  does  not  continue  equably 
mix’d  as  it  was  in  the  Heart;  but  that  various 
Sorts  of  its  more  light  and  dilTimilar  Particles  are 
thrown  towards  the  Sides,  and  into  the  the  fmall 
lateral  Orifices  of  thofe  Veffels  according  to  the 
Blood’s  different  Velocity  in  each;  while  the  more 
compadt  and  fimilar  Particles,  the  red  Globules, 
continue  on  their  Courfe  to  the  Veins  along  the 
Axis  of  the  Artery  ;  and  this  it  is  that  makes  the 
nrft  Preparation  of  the  Blood  in  order  to  the  vari¬ 
ous  Secretions.  To  confirm  what  has  been  faid, 
if  you  drive  a  Mixture  of  fmall  Shot  and  round 
Bits  of  Wood  along  a  ramified  Tube,  the  wooden 
Spherules  will  run  into  the  lateral  Branches  while 
the  leaden  Shot  continue  on  in  the  Trunk. 

§.  225.  If  it  be  afked  why  the  venal  Blood 
in  a  dead  Body  is  found  to  retain  its  Fluidity  a 
long  while  1  without  congealing ;  when  at  the 
fame  time  that  in  the  Heart  and  Arteries  is 
quickly  concreted ;  we  anfwer  that  it  is  pro¬ 
bably  owing  to  the  more  fluid  Parts  being 
continually  prefs’d  and  difcharged  into  the 
Veins,  while  the  Arteries  in  the  mean  while 
continually  lofe  all  their  more  fluid  Juices,  and 
receive  no  frefh  Supplies. 

1  In  opening  dead  Subjects  the  Blood  is  ufually 
obferved  uniformly  mix’d  and  fluid  in  the  Veins, 
even  on  the  third  Day ;  but  in  the  Arteries  we  find 
little  or  no  Blood  but  what  is  concreted  and  like  a 
Polypus.  The  Reafon  of  which  is,-  that  the  Cold 
contracts  all  the  Fibres  and  fmall  Veffels,  and  the 
Arteries  being  much  flronger  than  the  lefs  refilling 
Veins,  do  continually  protrude  the  mofl  fluid 
Parts  of  their  contained  Juices  into  the  laft  men¬ 
tion’d 
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tion’d  Veffels,  while  the  thicker  Parts  of  the  Blood 
remaining  in  them  concretes  ;  thus  the  moft  fluid 
Parts  of  the  Blood  will  reflde  in  the  Veins  and 
the  groffer  in  the  Arteries,  fo  there  continues  to 
be  a  fort  of  Motion  and  Separation  in  the  Blood 
even  a  long  time  after  Death. 

§.  226.  But  though  the  Blood  in  a  living 
Body  feems  to  be  equally  red  in  every  Part 
of  it,  yet  if  it  be  view’d  through  a  Micros¬ 
cope  1  it  confifts  of  red  Globules  fwimming  in 
a  thinner  and  almoft  pellucid  Serum,  fo  that 
every  red  Globule  is  made  up  of  fix  fmaller, 
which  when  feparated  from  each  other  are 
pellucid  and  yellowifh,  putting  on  the  Nature 
of  Serum,  which  appears  of  various  Colours. 
From  whence  arifes  the  Sub/lance  2,  Figure  3, 
Size,  and  different  Colour  of  thefe  Particles, 
is  apparent  from  what  we  have  before  deliver¬ 
ed  ;  but  it  is  not  fo  eafy  to  know  how  far  this 
Divijion  4,  of  the  larger  into  leffer  Globules, 
is  extended  ;  we  are  however  acquainted  with 
the  Ufes  or  Effedts  of  the  larger  5  red  Glo¬ 
bules,  and  of  the  ferous  ones,  and  alfo  know 
why  the  former  are  fo  neceff'ary  6  in  the  Blood 
of  a  ftrong  healthy  Perfon.  In  effect,  thofe 
Particles  which  we  call  cruor  or  red  Blood  are 
the  largeft  or  groffeft  of  all  the  Humours  that 
have  their  Birth  and  Inhabitance  either  in  the 
Arteries,  Veins,  or  any  of  the  Vifcera  of  a 
Perfon  in  Health;  the  next  that  follow  in 
Size,  are  thofe  of  the  yellowifh  Serum,  which 
hardens  with  Heat ;  next  come  the  colourlefs 

lymphatic 


§  216.  Nature  of  the  Blood.  173 

lymphatic  Juices,  which  alfo  congeal  with 
Heat ;  then  the  limpid  Humours  not  concre¬ 
ting  by  Heat  with  the  Milk,  Urine,  and  all 
others  gradually  decreafing  in  the  Size  of  their 
Particles,  but  not  yet  accurately  claffed  or  e- 
numerated  7. 


1 


1  The  Texture  of  the  Blood  obferved  formerly 
by  Lewenboec  has  been  fince  univerfally  received 
among  the  learned;  and  I  have  myfelf  frequently 
confirmed  the  Truth  of  it  by  an  infinite  Number 
of  Experiments.  A  little  of  the  Blood  that  comes 
out  of  a  Pundhire  in  one’s  Finger,  being  firft  di¬ 
luted  with  a  Drop  of  Water  to  make  it  more  pel¬ 
lucid,  then  taken  up  in  a  capillary  glafs  Tube  and 
applied  to  a  Microfcope,  appears  at  the  firft  View 
to  be  all  red  but  afterwards  you  may  diftinguifh  the 
red  Globules  in  its  Compofition,  fwimming  in  the 
almoft  pellucid  and  aqueous  Serum.  Thefe  red 
Globules  lofe  that  Colour  by  Handing  ftill,  even 
during  your  Obfervation  ;  fo  that  after  a  while 
you  can  perceive  none  but  yellow  Globules  inftead 
of  the  red  ones,  fix  of  which  yellow  ones  are  equal 
to  one  of  the  red  :  Lewenboec  has  not  only  often 
feen  this  Separation  of  the  red  Globules  into  the 
lefier  ferous  ones,  but  he  has  alfo  feen  the  Combi¬ 
nation  of  the  ferous  ones  together,  by  fixes,  into 
the  larger  red  ones,  in  Fifh  and  Infects.  But  up¬ 
on  repeating  your  Obfervation  after  a  longer  In¬ 
terval,  you  will  perceive  that  all  the  yellow  Glo¬ 
bules  are  vanifh’d,  and  that  there  now  only  re¬ 
mains  pellucid  and  fmaller  Spherules,  each  fix 
times  lefs  than  the  yellow  or  ferous  Globules,  and 
thirty  fix  times  fmaller  than  the  red  ones.  Here 
the  Eye  is  incapable  of  defcending  any  farther  into 
fmaller  Divifions  of  thefe  laft  Globules,  but  by 
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/Reafon  and  Analogy  we  have  fome  Foundation  to 
believe  that  the  more  fubtle  Juices  in  the  human 
Body  are  compofed  of  ftill  fmaller  Globules,  and 
that  there  are  as  many  Series  of  decreafing  Globules 
as  there  are  of  the  fmaller  VefTels  conveying  the  fe- 
veral  Juices  *,  and  Lewenhoec  affirms  he  has  feen 
fome  V effels  in  the  Brain  of  5 1 2  times  lefs  Diame¬ 
ter  than  the  red  Globules.  We  obferve  then  that  the 
largeft  Particles  in  the  Blood  are  the  red  Globules, 
compofed  each  of  fix  yellow  or  ferous  ones  ,  and  if 
ever  there  were  any  larger  than  thefe,  they  are  not 
healthy  but  morbid,  and  formed  by  the  Cohefion 
of  feveral  red  Globules  together,  as  is  obfervable 
in  many  acute  Fevers.  The  Size  or  Magnitude  of 
each  red  Globule  is  determined  by  the  Diameter  of 
the  fmalleft  fanguiferous  Arteries  in  the  Lungs ;  as 
it  is  alfo  probable  the  Sizes  of  the  fmaller  ferous 
ones  are  by  the  feveral  Orders  of  lymphatic  Arte¬ 
ries  in  the  fame  Vifcus.  When  the  larger  red 
Globules  paffing  through  the  Arteries  are  prefented 
to  Orifices  of  their  lateral  Branches  too  fmall  to 
admit  them,  they  then  keep  on  their  Courfe  in  the 
fame  Veffel  towards  the  fanguiferous  Vein  into 
which  it  opens ;  while  the  fmaller  yellow  and  fe¬ 
rous  Globules  enter  into  and  pafs  along  the  fmall 
lateral  Branches  whofe  Orifices  were  impervious  to 
the  red  ones.  Again,  when  thefe  ferous  Globules 
arrive  at  Orifices  too  fmall  for  their  Admittance 
in  paffing  through  their  proper  Artery,  they  will 
goon  into  their  correfponding  ferous  Vein,  while 
the  fmaller,  pellucid,  and  colourlefs  lymphatic 
Globules  will  run  off  through  the  fmaller  Arteriole 
whofe  Orifices  refu fed  the  larger  yellow  or  ferous 
Globules ;  and  in  the  fame  manner  will  the  Courfe 
be  carried  on  in  their  Paffage  through  the  lympha¬ 
tic  Arteries  of  the  feveral  Orders  into  their  corre¬ 
fponding  Veins. 
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*  It  is  remarkable,  that  in  mod  of  the  Sub¬ 
dances  we  ufe  as  Aliment  there  are  large  Globules 
difcernible,  of  a  lax  Texture,  and  of  different  Si¬ 
zes;  which  in  the  Chyle  become  lefs  and  more 
compact,  or  denfer  and  fmoother;  and  which  in 
the  Blood  are  again  formed  into  dill  more  compact 
and  larger  Globules.  Vid.  §.  127. 

3  From  the  Figure  of  the  fmalled  Veffels  in  the 
Tungs  and  Mufcles  through  which  they  are  forci¬ 
bly  (trained,  and  from  their  equable  Rotation  and 
Attrition  among  the  other  fimilar  Spherules  of  the 
Blood  itfelf. 

4  The  red  Fluid  we  call  Blood,  which  is  the 
thicked  or  groffed  of  any  circulating  in  the  hu¬ 
man  Body,  contains  the  Materials  of  all  the  other 
Juices  found  in  every  Part  of  the  Body ;  for  the  Se¬ 
rum  comes  from  hence,  in  which  is  comprifed  all 
the  other  J uices  of  the  Body,  except  the  Blood  it- 
felf ;  and  by  dividing  fucceffively  into  leffer  Par¬ 
ticles  it  fupplies  all  the  Series  of  Veffels,  even  to 
the  mod  fubtile  Juice  or  Spirit  of  the  Nerves.  But 
the  Serum  is  compofed  of  Particles  of  different 
Magnitudes,  whence  the  Milk  paffes  through  Vef¬ 
fels  which  the  Serum  will  not,  fince  we  do  not  ob- 
ferve  the  hardening  Serum  in  the  Milk.  The  fame 
may  be  faid  of  the  Saliva,  Urine,  &c. 

5  The  Stability  or  Permanence  and  Strength  of 
the  Body  depends  on  the  Blood  and  thicker  Juices, 
which  receive  and  imprefs  the  Force  of  the  Heart 
upon  the  other  finer  Juices  in  the  fmaller  Veffels  ; 
thus  the  Blood  moves  or  propells  all  the  thinner 
Juices  of  the  Body  without  entring  into  their 
fmaller  Veffels  itfelf ;  and  in  this  manner  one  Se¬ 
ries  of  Globules  will  protrude  the  next  through 
the  feveral  Orders  of  Veffels,  and  that  too  with  a 
leffer  Force  proportionable  to  the  greater  Thin- 
nefs  of  their  Coats  or  Sides,  by  which  they  will 
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avoid  Rupture.  And  thus  too,  one  Humour  will 
digeffc  and  prepare  the  next,  throughout  the  feveral 
Series  of  Veflels,  from  the  thick  Blood  down  to 
the  fubtile  nervous  Juice,  or  from  the  time  of  their 
Ingeftion  till  they  are  confumed  and  expell’d  in 
Form  of  an  invifible  Vapour,  after  having  per¬ 
formed  all  the  Offices  in  the  Body.  For  example, 
in  the  White  of  an  Egg,  we  are  affiured  that  from 
thence  are  formed  all  the  different,  folid,  and  fluid 
Farts  of  the  Chick  within  the  Space  of  three 
Weeks •,  and  there  is  little  or  no  Difference  betwixt 
the  Serum  of  the  Blood  and  the  White  of  an  Egg  : 
So  that  we  may  hence  eafily  conceive  the  Serum 
fufficient  to  fupply  all  the  feveral  Juices  of  the  Bo¬ 
dy*  and  differing  in  Texture  or  Fluidity,  not  ex¬ 
cepting  even  thole  which  are  volatile,  and  fly  off 
into  the  Air.  But  this  Change,  either  in  the  Se¬ 
rum  or  Albumen,  is  not  made  all  at  once  but 
by  a  flow  and  gradual  Attenuation,  by  which  it  is 
at  lafl:  lubtilifed  into  the  mod  fluid  Juices  of  the 
minute  and  tender  Chick.  In  the  fame  manner 
we  apprehend  that  the  Serum  is  fuccefllvely  atte¬ 
nuated  and  fubtilifed  as  it  paffes  through  all  the  fe¬ 
veral  Orders  of  the  ferous  Veffels,  whofe  Number 
we  are  unable  to  determine,  till  at  length  it  is  fit  to 
nourifh  and  pervade  the  minuteft  Recedes  of  the 
Body  *,  and  perhaps  this  Change  too  of  the  Serum 
may  be  made  in  the  like  Space  of  three  Weeks  or 
twenty  one  Days ;  fince  the  Serum  and  Albumen 
are  fo  much  alike  in  Subftance,  the  Pleat  of  the 
human  Body  but  little  lefs  than  that  of  a  fitting 
Hen,  and  the  different  Juices  thence  made  in  the 
Chick,  the  fame  with  thofe  made  in  the  human 
Species,  Lymph,  Bile,  JTis  even  a  Quefti- 

on,  whether  the  Menfes  in  Women  do  not  arife 
from  this  Quarter,  flnce  they  generally  become 
plethoric  in  the  like  Space  of  about  twenty  one 
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Days,  on  which  fee  more  at  §.  659,  following.  But 
was  this  great  Attenuation  of  the  Juices,  from  their 
Ingeflion  to  their  Exhalation,  to  be  made  fuddenly, 
or  in  a  ffiort  time,  the  whole  Body  would  be  quickly 
loft  infenfibly  in  Vapours;  to  prevent  this  there¬ 
fore,  the  wife  Architect  has  framed  our  Blood  and 
Serum,  with  a  certain  neceffary  Degree  of  Firm- 
nefs,  and  order’d  it  to  pafs  through  feveral  Series 
(the  Number  of  which  we  know  not)  of  minute 
VefTels,  each  fmaller  than  the  other.  LafUy,  it 
is  from  the  largeft  fized,  or  red  Particles  of  the 
Blood  that  its  Heat  arifes  {per  §.220,  N°  13.) 
for  the  other  Juices  in  its  Compofition,  notwith* 
{landing  their  Motion,  do  not  generate  Heat ;  fo 
that  thofe  Parts  of  the  Body  are  coldefb  where  the 
red  or  fanguiferous  Arteries  are  feweft,  as  in  the 
Subftance  of  the  Brain,  £sfr. 

6  For  the  Vibrations  and  Concuffions  of  thefe 
fpherical  Machines  are  almoft’as  neceffary  for  di- 
gelling  and  farther  attenuating  the  Chyle  as  thofe 
of  the  elaftic  Fibres  and  Arteries  themfelves  ;  fo 
that  when  the  Blood  is  once  impoverifh’d  or  be¬ 
come  too  ferous,  it  is  then  over  with  the  neceffary 
Digeftion  of  the  Chyle  in  the  Blood  previous  to  all 
the  other  Fundlions  ;  or  as  Hippocrates  fays* 
“  When  our  Aliments  are  too  tough  or  ftrong, 
6‘  they  breed  Difeafes  ;  when  too  weak  or  lax* 
“  they  will  not  fuftain  their  Office.” 
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§.  227.  From  what  we  have  before  deliver^ 
ed  you  may  eafily  conclude  what  Judgment 
h  one  ought  to  form  concerning  the  Galenical  1 
and  Chemical  2  Dodlrine  advanced  to  explain 
the  Nature  of  the  Blood, 
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1  Galen  and  his  Followers  gave  the  Name  ;of 
Blood  to  all  that 'red  Liquor  contained  in  the  Ar- 
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teries  and  Veins,  which  they  diftinguilhed  into  four 
Sorts  of  Particles  or  Plumours :  Blood,  more 
ftriftly  fo  called,  as  giving  the  red  Colour  to  the 
whole  Mafs  ;  yellow  Bile,  or  the  Serum  in  which 
the  Craffamentum  fwims  *,  Phlegm,  or  the  pellu¬ 
cid  Liquor  into  which  the  yellow  Bile  or  Serum 
changes  by  (landing  *,  and  laftly,  the  Atrabilis  ly¬ 
ing  at  the  Bottom  of  the  VelTel,  being  only  the 
heavieft  and  darkeft  Part  of  the  Craffamentum. 
From  a  Mixture  of  thefe  four  Humours  in  due 
Proportion,  fay  they,  arifes  the  moft  healthy 
Conftitution  of  the  Body  ;  but  when  any  of  them 
are  predominant  above  the  reft,  they  will  occafion 
fome  of  the  Temperaments  of  §.  228. — But  from 
the  preceding  microfcopical  Obfervations  of  Lew- 
enhoec ,  it  readily  appears  that  the  Craffamentum  is 
nothing  more  than  an  Affemblage  of  Globules  co¬ 
hering  in  one  Mafs  *,  and  that  the  yellow  Bile  is 
only  the  Serum  without  any  Bitternefs,  fmce  there 
is  never  any  Bile  obferved  in  healthy  Blood,  for  if 
any  be  found  there  it  is  morbid  and  occafions  a 
Jaundice.  Their  Phlegm  too  is  no  more  than  the 
Serum  whofe  yellow  Globules  are  diffolved  into 
leffer  pellucid  ones  by  Handing  ;  but  their  Atrabilis 
is  truly  a  Part  of  the  Craffamentum,  or  the  largeft 
and  heavieft,  or  the  moft  compact  of  the  red  Glo¬ 
bules,  which  therefore  fink  lower  than  the  reft  and 
appear  of  a  darker  Colour. 

a  The  noted  Bafil  Valentine ,  of  whom  we  can 
only  learn  that  he  was  a  Benedidfine  Monk  in  the 
Monaftery  of  Erf  or  d ,  (though  we  are  much  in¬ 
debted  to  him  for  his  early  Differtations  in  Che- 
miftry,  and  know  that  he  muft  have  lived  after  J. 
B.  Carpenfts ,  becaufe  he  directs  to  cure  the  venere¬ 
al  Difeafe  with  Mercury)  was  the  firft  who  taught 
that  the  Blood  confided  of  Salt,  Sulphur,  and 
Mercury  *,  in  which  Doctrine  he  was  followed  by 
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Paracelfus  and  many  others.  By  the  Mercury  they 
underftood  the  volatile  and  aqueous  Parts  of  the 
Blood,  and  by  Sulphur,  its  oily  Parts;  taking  no 
notice  of  its  earthy  Parts,  which  are  very  different 
from  the  faline,  and  plentifully  contained  in  the 
Blood,  as  we  know  from  its  being  ufed  in  the  ma¬ 
king  of  Tefts  for  refining  Metals.  There  are  other 
Chemifts  again  who  teach  us  that  thofe  are  the  ge¬ 
nuine  Principles  of  the  Blood  which  it  affords  by 
an  intenfe  Fire  •,  viz.  Oil,  a  volatile  alcaline  Salt, 
Water,  and  Earth.  Thus  if  recent  Blood  be  ex- 
pofed  in  a  Retort  to  a  Heat  of  100  gr.  in  Balneo 
Marine,  there  comes  over  firft  an  infipid  Water, 
almoft  to  half  the  Quantity  with  the  Blood  ;  then 
with  a  ftronger  Heat  comes  over  more  Water  im¬ 
pregnated  with  Oil  a  little,  and  a  fetid  Smell ;  and 
by  increafing  your  Heat  above  276  gr.  you  obtain 
a  ftrong  and  pungent  Liquor  or  Spirit  compound¬ 
ed  of  a  volatile  alcaline  Salt,  Oil,  and  Phlegm  ; 
after  that  a  volatile  alcaline  Salt  arifes  in  a  dry 
Form,  follow’d  with  an  empyreumatic  yellow 
Oil;  and  laft  of  all,  your  ftrongeft  Heat  raifes  a 
more  ponderous  and  thick  Oil  than  the  preceding 
(which  if  obftru&ed  in  its  Paffage  through  the 
Neck  of  the  Retort  by  Cold  or  otherwife,  it  ne¬ 
ver  fails  to  burft  the  Veflels)  leaving  a  black  dufty 
Subftance  like  a  Coal  in  the  Bottom  of  the  Retort. 
But  all  thefe  acrid  Salts  and  Oils  are  the  Produce  of 
the  Fire,  and,  not  the  natuml  Principles  of  the  Blood ; 
foriffuch  were  contained  in  the  circulating  Juices 
of  our  tender  Veffels  we  fhould  be  foon  deftroyed, 
or  our  Veffels  diffolved,  even  before  our  Birth: 
And  befides,  if  you  return  and  mix  them  all  toge¬ 
ther  again  into  one  Mafs,  they  form  a  Compoft  in 
every  refped  foreign  and  diffimilar  to  the  Blood  ; 
and  therefore  this  is  not  the  way  to  acquire  a  juft 
Knowledge -of  the  natural  Elements  or  conftituent 
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Principles  of  this  animal  Fluid.  As  thefe  Princi¬ 
ples  are  unjuft,  the  Explication  of  the  Blood’s  Na¬ 
ture  derived  from  them  will  be  equally  groundlefs  ; 
for  its  red  Colour  is  not  caufed  by  any  Sulphur, 
but  a  Condenfation  or  Combination  of  the  Glo¬ 
bules.  If  you  nourifh  a  cachedtic  Girl  even  with 
an  Egg  Diet,  fhe  will  not  improve  the  florid  Co¬ 
lour  of  her  Blood ;  but  if  you  only  feed  her  with 
mere  Bread  and  Water,  and  add  repeated  Exercife 
to  it,  fhe  will  both  recover  the  Rednefs  of  her 
Blood  and  the  frefh  Colour  of  her  Cheeks. 

§.  228.  And  from  what  has  been  advanced 
too,  you  may  perhaps  difcern  that  the  various 
Conditions  of  the  Blood  in  different  People, 
and  the  ufual  Temperaments  1  thence  deduced, 
are  much  better  derived  from  its  component 
aqueous,  oily,  faline,  and  earthy  Parts  2. 

1  The  Ancients  reckoned  as  many  Tempera¬ 
ments  as  Humours;  viz.  phlegmatic,  choleric, 
melancholic,  and  fanguine,  with  their  Subdiviflons 
or  Combinations,  refulting  from  two  or  more  of 
their  Humours  being  predominant  in  the  Blood 
(per  §.227,  N°  1.) ;  but  if  their  Doctrines  ought 
to  be  rejected,  the  chemical  ones  delerve  to  be 
much  more  fo. 

1  Water  fo  much  abounds  in  all  our  Blood  and 
Juices,  that  it  is  doubtlefs  the  chief  Principle  or 
Element  throughout  the  whole  Body ;  and  even  the 
Solids  themfelves  are  derived  from  the  Fluids,  and 
afford  an  extraordinary  Quantity  of  Water  by  va¬ 
rious  Experiments.  Earth  makes  the  Bafis  or  leaft 
and  rigid  Particles  of  the  Solids  ;  and  Oil  manifefts 
itfelf  abundantly  in  the  Fat  or  cellular  Membrane, 
as  well  as  in  the  Blood  by  the  Microfcope :  And 
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that  there  are  Salts  in  the  Blood  appears  too  not 
only  from  the  Microfcope  {per  §.224,  N°  5.), 
but  alfo  from  the  acrid  and  deterfive  Quality  of  the 
Bile  (§.  99,  N°  2.)  and  Saliva  (§.  66,  N°  9.) 
&c.  But  though  the  human  Salts  are  alcalefcent, 
they  are  not  naturally  alcaline,  but  come  neareft  to 
Sal  Ammoniacum*,  and  whatever  Principles  we 
obferve  in  any  of  the  juices  they  mu  ft  have  been 
firft  in  the  Blood,  as  all  the  J uices  are  thence  deri¬ 
ved.  Hence  then  we  conclude,  that  there  are 
Particles  of  Water,  Earth,  Salt,  and  Oil  circula¬ 
ting  in  the  red  Blood  through  the  fmall  Veffels  of 
our  Bodies  *,  the  different  Quantities  and  Qualities 
of  which  will  equally  account  for  all  the  Appear¬ 
ances  attributed  by  the  Ancients  to  their  feveral 
Humours  and  Temperaments.  When  Water  is 
redundant  it  will  produce  Relaxation,  dropfical 
Tumours,  Coldnefs,  Palenefs,  and  Weaknefs  ^ 
when  Salts  abound,  the  Juices  will  be  too  acrid, 
ftimulating  and  eroding,  will  excite  die  Circulati¬ 
on,  caufe  fudden  Pains,  and  a  high  colour’d  Urine  ; 
when  Earth  abounds  the  Juices  will  be  too  ftuggifh 
and  grofs,  will  excite  Drowth,  Leannefs,  Melan¬ 
choly  or  Sadnefs,  and  Immobility  ;  and  when  Oil 
is  redundant  the  Perfon  will  be  fat  and  unadtive, 
and  the  Juices  will  be  vifcid,  cold,  and  impervi¬ 
ous.  But  to  account  juftly  for  thefe  Variations  of 
Habit,  the  State  of  the  Solids  muff  be  confider’d 
as  well  as  of  the  Fluids  ^  per  §,  890, 

§.  229.  Finally,  it  is  alfo  evident  from  Ex¬ 
perience,  that  the  Blood’s  circulatory  Motion 
only  T,  caufes  and  preferves  its  uniform  Mix¬ 
ture,  Fluidity  2,  Heat,  and  Rednefs;  fince 
thefe  Effects  are  either  abfent,  or  more  or  lefs 
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prefent,  as  that  Motion  is  either  deftroy’d, 
augmented,  or  decreafed. 


1  The  Blood  when  at  reft  or  out  of  the  Veflels, 
feparates  naturally  into  three  different  Parts,  a  va¬ 
pory,  a  ferous,  and  a  craffamentum  ;  but  thefe 
conftituent  Parts  do  not  depart  from  each  other 
while  it  circulates  with  Motion  enough  in  the  Vef- 
fels.  The  fame  extravafated  Blood  alfo  putrifies 
with  a  Heat  of  90  gr.  in  the  Space  of  three  Days 
time,  fo  as  to  exhale  a  moft  intolerable  or  oftenfive 
Stench ;  but  by  the  Continuance  of  this  circulatory 
Motion  it  will  continue  found  in  the  fame  Degree 
of  Heat  as  long  as  the  Animal  is  alive  and  well. 
Therefore  the  found  and  healthy  State  of  the  Blood 
does  not  depend  primarily  on  its  conftituent  Princi¬ 
ples  but  on  this  circulatory  Motion. 

a  After  the  Blood  has  been  extravafated  a  few 
Hours,  its  uniform  Rednefs  is  for  the  moft  part 
changed  into  a  yellow  Liquor  we  call  Serum, which 
being  decanted  from  the  Craffamentum,  more  Se¬ 
rum  again  flows  from  it,  till  at  length  the  whole 
Mafs  is  converted  into  that  Liquor,  leaving  only 
a  fmall  Quantity  of  a  grumous  Subftance  behind : 
In  the  fame  manner  will  the  Arm  Texture  of  the 
Blood  diffolve  and  become  ferous  in  a  lefs  degree 
by  a  too  flow  Motion  in  the  Body  *,  fo  that  by  too 
much  Reft  or  Ina&ivity,  we  fhall  either  look  pale, 
yellow,  or  green,  from  the  Condition  of  our 
Blood  and  its  Juices,  as  may  be  frequently  obfer- 
ved  in  Women  and  Children.  Upon  this  Account 
too  Mr.  Boyle  and  Dr.  Bohnius  never  prefumed  tp 
determine  the  Proportion  betwixt  the  Serum  and 
Craflamentum,  becaufe  they  obferved  more  of  either 
at  one  time  than  at  another.  The  Rednefs  and 
Compadtnefs  of  the  Blood  therefore  increafes  as  its 
Motion,  by  whofe  Intenflty  its  Surface  will  be 
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fometimes  fpread  with  a  whitifh  and  tough  Skin, 
like  that  of  Trotters  or  Neats-feet,  as  may  be  fre¬ 
quently  obferved  in  the  Blood  of  pleuretic  Patients ; 
and  in  proportion  as  the  Blood  acquires  more  of 
this  Thicknefs,  fo  its  Heat  gradually  increafes,  as 
we  are  taught  by  Farenheifs  Thermometer. 

§.  230.  Having  thus  furvey’d  the  Origin 
and  Nature  of  the  Blood  and  Chyle,  it  will 
be  our  next  Bufinefs  to  examine  what  Altera¬ 
tions  they  undergo,  as  they  are  propell’d  by 
the  Force  of  the  Heart  and  Arteries  into  the 
fmall  capillary  Vefiels,  fpent  in  the  Glands, 
Mufcles,  Emundtories,  and  Vifcera :  But  of 
all  thefe  the  Encephalon  or  Brain  and  its  Ap¬ 
pendages,  delerves  the  firft  Confideration,  as 
well  becaufe  it  receives  the  Blood  from  the 
Heart  before  any  of  the  reft,  as  from  its  more 
immediate  Concern  in  the  Support  of  Life. 

I 


■ 
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f  The  Courfe  and  AElion  of  the  Arteries 
difiributed  to  the  Cerebrmn  and  Ce¬ 
rebellum. 
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§•  231- 


U  T  before  we  examine  the  Brain 
itfelf,  we  muft  firft  confider  the 
Origine  and  Courfe  of  its  carotid  1  Arteries. 


Obferve  therefore  that  the  Aorta  having  aft- 
cended  a  little  above  its  Origin  from  the  left 
Ventricle  of  the  Heart,  paffes  out  of  the  Peri- 
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cardium  and  is  foon  after  bent  in  Form  of  an 
Arch  2  or  Curvature,  from  the  right  Side  of 
which  fpring  the  fubclavian  3  and  right  Caro¬ 
tid,  which  are  conjoined  in  one  for  a  little 
way,  as  if  the  latter  arofe  from  the  former ; 
but  the  left  Carotid  arifes  Angle  from  the 
Arch  itfelf,  from  whence  the  two  Carotids 
proceed  in  a  very  even  or  direct  Courfe  to  the 
Cranium,  in  paffing  to  which  they  are  defen¬ 
ded  4  by  the  Afpera  Arteria  and  their  deep  Si¬ 
tuation,  without  undergoing  any  Preffure  or 
Incurvations,  and  hardly  ever  affording  any 
Branches  5  by  the  way :  Having  almoft  reach¬ 
ed  the  Cranium,  they  each  of  them  fend  off 
an  external  6  Carotid,  and  then  entring  thro’ 
a  bony  Channel  7  in  which  they  are  fecured, 
they  are  inflected  therein  forwards,  put  off 
their  fourth  or  mufcular  Tunic  (§.  132.),  and 
give  Branches  to  the  Dura  Mater  3  within  fide 
the  Cranium  they  are  each  again  defended  8  by 
the  Sides  of  the  Sella  Turcica  and  a  Procefs  of 
the  Dura  Mater,  and  then  expanding  them- 
felves  on  the  Surface  of  the  Pia  Mater  and 
Nerves,  they  divide  into  anterior,  poflerior, 
and  lateral  Branches,  which  are  by  means  of 
the  Pia  Mater  inferted  into  the  Brain  itfelf. 

1  Their  Name  is  generally  fuppofed  to  be  deri¬ 
ved  from  Ka&s,  Somnus  \  becaufe  Galen  deduces 
that  Denomination  of  them  from  the  Experiment 
of  Erafiftratus ,  viz.  that  upon  making  a  Ligature 
on  them  the  Animal  falls  into  a  Carus  or  Drowfi- 
nefs, 
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*  In  Brutes  who  have  long  and  pendulous  Necks 
the  Aorta  divides  into  an  afcending  and  defending 
Trunk  *,  and  Anatomifts  having  taken  their  Fi¬ 
gures  of  the  Aorta  either  from  them  or  from  one 
another,  has  occafioned  the  Error  of  an  afcending 
Trunk  to  be  exhibited  in  moil  of  their  Books  and 
Figures  •,  none  of  them  having  given  us  a  true  X- 
dea  of  the  human  Aorta  except  Euftachius ,  CaJJeri - 
us,  Lower ,  and  Ruyfch.  1 

3  The  right  fubclavian  Artery  is  both  nearer  the 
Heart  and  of  a  larger  Diameter  than  the  left, 
whence  it  is  that  molt  People  ufe  their  right  Hand 
more  than  the  left,  as  being  from  hence  naturally 
ftronger  ;  but  if  the  fubclavian  Arteries  are  both 
of  equal  Diameters,  then  the  Perfon  will  be  ambi¬ 
dexter  *,  or  if  the  left  fubclavian  be  larger  than  the 
right,  which  feldom  happens,  then  the  left  Hand 
will  be  more  a&ive  and  ftrong  than  the  right. 

4  The  Windpipe  projects  out  fo  far  as  to  hin¬ 
der  any  Compreffure  from  reaching  the  carotid 
Arteries  ;  whence  it  is  that  the  Blood  has  a  free 
Courfe  to  the  Brain,  by  the  Carotids,  in  thofe  who 
are  hanged  and  ftrangled  with  a  Cord :  But  the 
jugular  Veins  lying  but  juft  under  the  Skin  are  fo 
ftri&ly  comprefted  by  the  Ligature  that  no  Blood 
can  return  by  them,  while  the  very  little  comprefted 
Carotid  and  uncompreftfed  vertebral  Arteries  (§. 
232.)  continue  to  urge  the  Blood  on  to  the  Brain, 
as  in  an  Apoplexy. 

5  You  will  not  perhaps  meet  with  any  other 
Artery  in  the  whole  human  Body  that  runs  to 
fuch  a  Length  as  the  Carotids  without  fending  off 
any  Branches. 

6  The  Blood  is  not  abfolutely  of  the  fame  Na¬ 
ture  in  the  external  as  in  the  internal  carotid  Artery, 
but  undergoes  a  Kind  of  Separation  or  Preparation 
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(per  §.  224.)  according  to  the  Difpofition  of 
each  Artery  in  order  to  Secretion. 

7  To  the  Sides  of  which  they  grow,  and  are 
very  firmly  attached  fo  that  they  cannot  be  ever 
too  much  or  too  little  diftended  in  this  Part,  be- 
caufe  the  long  Canal  always  keeps  them  in  the 
fame  Diameter.  In  confumptive  People ,  the 
whole  Mafs  of  Blood  is  frequently  almoft  confu- 
med  to  a  few  Ounces,  but  the  internal  .Carotids  are 
neverthelefs  equally  full,  from  their  Diameter  be¬ 
ing  fuftained  by  thefe  bony  Channels ;  whence  the 
Senfes  and  Intellects  of  fuch  pthifical  Patients  are 
generally  found  and  entire,  even  to  the  End  of 
their  Lives,  notwithstanding  the  vaft  Decay  in 
ail  the  other  Parts  and  their  Functions. 

8  The  dura  mater  is  firmly  extended  over  the 
carotid  Artery,  as  the  Membrane  is  expanded  over 
the  Tympanum,  that  the  Weight  of  the  fuper- 
incumbent  Brain  might  not  comprefs  the  fame  up¬ 
on  jumping,  dancing,  or  any  fudden  Shock. 

§.  232.  But  the  vertebral  Arteries  arifing 
from  the  upper  Part  of  the  Subclavians,  af- 
cend  and  foon  enter  the  lateral  Foramina  of 
the  feven  Vertebrae  of  the  Neck  in  which 
they  are  received,  defended  *,  continued  di¬ 
rectly  forwards  and  fecured  with  a  vaginal 
Membrane  or  Integument,  giving  Branches  2 
as  they  go,  and  when  they  emerge  out  of  the 
Foramina  of  the  Vertebras  they  are  immedi¬ 
ately  after  incurvated  3  and  infteded  under 
and  behind  the  upper  Proceffes  of  the  Atlas  or 
firft  4  Vertebra,  and  becoming  there  fomewhat 
enlarged,  they  then  enter  through  the  great 
Foramen  of  the  Occiput,  where  depofiting 

their 
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their  thick  mufcular  Coat,  they  afterwards 
unite  and  become  much  more  capacious  than 
before,  and  after  communicating  with  the 
Carotids  they  are  then  furprifmgly  ramified  or 
divided  5  into  Branches. 

1  Nature  has  been  much  more  folicitous  to  de¬ 
fend  and  fecure  the  vertebral  than  the  carotid  Ar¬ 
teries  from  any  Violence  or  Compreffurej  becaufe 
the  firft  convey  Blood  to  the  Cerebellum,  upon 
whofe  uninterrupted  Action  Life,  or  the  Motion 
of  the  Heart,  immediately  depends :  But  the  ca¬ 
rotid  Arteries  being  fpent  on  the  Cerebrum,  a  Pref- 
fure  in  them  is  not  fo  imminently  fatal,  producing 
only  a  Carus,  Lethargy,  Este  according  to  the  De¬ 
gree  of  Obftruftion. 

2  In  every  Space  betwixt  each  of  the  Vertebras 
they  fend  out  an  arterial  Circle  or  Branch,  into 
which  the  lefs  moveable  Particles  of  the  Blood  have 
a  greater  Tendence,  per  §.224. 

3  By  thefe  Incurvations  the  fame  Effeft  is  obtain¬ 
ed  as  if  the  Neck  was  made  longer  *  L  e.  the  In¬ 
terval  and  Refiftance  betwixt  the  Heart  and  Brain 
is  thus  increafed. 

4  In  the  firft  Vertebra  or  Atlas  there  is  a  Notch, 
through  which  paffes  the  vertebral  Artery,  on  each 
Side  *,  but  fometimes  this  Notch  is  formed  into  a 
compleat  Ring  or  Foramen,  as  you  may  obferve 
in  the  Skeleton  of  our  Leyden  Theatre,  prepared 
by  the  famous  Vander  TViel  •,  in  which  there  is  a 
compleat  Canal  in  each  Side  the  Atlas  for  the  ver¬ 
tebral  Arteries  to  pafs  through  before  -they  enter 
the  great  Foramen  of  the  Occiput. 

*  They  particularly  fend  off  Branches  call’d  the 
fpinal  Arteries,  which  defcend  on  the  fore  and 
Back-part  of  the  fpinal  Medulla,  even  down  to 
^  r  .  r  ‘  '  Os 
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Os  Coccygis :  So  that  after  the  Blood  has  afeended 
by  the  vertebral  Arteries  to  the  Occiput,  it  again 
defeends  in  a  retrograde  Courfe  down  the  fpi- 
nal  Arteries  twice  as  far  as  it  afeended  by  the  ver¬ 
tebral. 


§.  233.  We  have  therefore  four  Arteries 
(§.  231,  232.)  afeending  from  oppofite  Sides, 
and  mutually  opening  into  each  other  in  the 
Cranium,  fo  as  to  form  a  fort  of  arterial  Cir¬ 
cle  from  whence  Branches  are  immediately 
detached,  which  meeting  together  and  inos¬ 
culating  in  the  fame  manner,  from  lefier  ar¬ 
terial  Circles  of  the  like  Kind 2,  in  which 
Courfe  they  are  again  Subdivided  upon  the 
whole  Superficies  of  the  Pia  Mater,  till  they 
at  laft  difappear  3  or  efcape  the  Eye,  infomuch 
that  the  whole  Membrane  or  Pia  Mater  feems 
to  be  made  up  chiefly  by  fuch  a  Contexture  of 
Arteries. 

1  By  the  arterial  Circle,  which  is  formed  by  the 
Union  of  the  Angle  or  common  Trunk  of  the  ver¬ 
tebral  Arteries  with  the  two  Carotids,  the  Ence¬ 
phalon  is  entirely  preferved  from  dangerous  Ob- 
ftrueftions:  For  as  no  lefs  than  four  Arteries  con¬ 
join  to  form  that  Circle,  the  Paflage  through  three 
of  them  may  be  entirely  obftrudted,  and  yet  the 
Brain  and  Cerebellum  will  be  all  over  fupply’d 
with  Blood  by  the  fourth  ;  nor  do  we  know  of  the 
like  advantageous  Mechanifm  in  any  other  Part  of 
the  Body. 

%  From  the  hr  ft  or  preceding  arterial  Circle  a- 
rife  perpendicular  Arteries  on  all  Sides,  which  in- 
ofculating  with  each  others  lateral  Branches  form 
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lefTer  arterial  Circles,  from  whence  again  fpring 
other  lefTer  perpendicular  Arteriolar ,  which  again 
form  dill  fmaller  Circles  and  lateral  Branches  as 
before,  even  to  the  fmalleft  which  efcape  the 
Sight. 

3  We  before  obferved  that  the  Arteries  of  the 
Brain  depofit  their  thick  mufcular  Coat  before  they 
enter  the  Cranium  (§.  231.);  and  when  arrived 
within  the  Cranium  they  again  depofit  the  outer- 
mod  of  their  remaining  Coats  which  forms  the 
Tunica  Arachnoides,  under  which,  the  fmaller 
Arteries,  now  confiding  of  but  one  thin  Coat, 
are  difperfed  into  an  infinite  Number  of  fmall 
Circles  and  Plexus’s  which  form  that  membranous 
Network  of  Veflels  we  call  the  Pia  Mater,  from 
which  the  very  fmalled  of  the  Arteriolae  are  de¬ 
tached  into  the  cortical  Subdance  of  the  Brain  itfelf. 
Vid.  §.  236. 


§.  234.  All  the  Blood  therefore  which  is 
fent  from  the  Heart  to  the  Brain,  is,  by  this 
mechanical  Difpofition  of  the  Arteries,  con¬ 
vey’d  firft  to  its  thin  Membrane  the  Pia  Ma¬ 
ter,  from  whence  it  paffes  into  the  Subftance 
both  of  the  Cerebrum  and  Cerebellum:  For 
what  other  Blood  is  fent  into  the  Cranium 
belongs  only  to  the  Dura  Mater  1  of  the  Ce¬ 
rebrum  and  Cerebellum,  and  is  brought  thither 
chiefly  by  two  Arteries  which  fpring  from  the 
external  Carotids  and  enter  each  through  a 
diftinft  Hole  of  the  Skull,  diftributing  them- 
felves  laterally ;  to  thefe  add  the  Branches 
which  come  from  the  internal  Carotids,  thro* 
their  Canalis  Offeus,  and  fpread  themfelves  on 
the  anterior  Part  of  the  Dura  Mater  $  with 
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thofe  from  the  external  Vertebrals,  entring 
through  the  bony  Dudt  of  the  Jugulars,  and 
expanding  themfelves  on  the  Back-part  of  the 
Dura  Mater ;  all  which  have  been  demonftra- 
ted  by  the  accurate  Repletion  of  thefe  Veffels 
with  cetaceous  Injection,  by  Raw  2,  wrho  was 
well  verfed  in  that  Artifice.  On  the  Account 
of  thefe  Arteries,  the  Dura  Mater  is  furnifh’d 
with  ftrong  Fibres  next  the  Brain,  to  break  off 
and  fuftain  the  Impulfe  of  the  Blood  in  its 
Arteries,  and  prevent  any  Injury  from  arifing 
thence  to  fo  tender  and  important  a  Vifcus. 
Laftly,  the  whole  internal  Surface  of  this  ro- 
buft  Integument  is  lubricated,  and  prevented 
from  adhering  to  the  Pia  Mater  by  a  kind  of 
ferous  or  lymphatic  Dew,  which  exhales  not 
only  in  this  but  in  all  the  other  Tnterftices 
of  the  Body. 

1  There  are  two  Sorts  of  Arteries  within  the 
Cranium ;  fome  which  have  a  ftrong  Pulfation 
like  the  other  Arteries  of  the  Body,  and  others, 

,  which,  having  depofited  their  mufcular  Coat,  in  a 
manner  ceafe  to  be  Arteries,  and  form  a  fort  of  in¬ 
termediate  Veffels  betwixt  an  Artery  and  a  Vein, 
having  very  little  Motion,  and  uniting  with  each 
other  into  Plexus’s  like  the  Veins  :  But  then  thefe 
two  Kinds  of  Arteries  remain  very  diftindt  from 
each  other,  and  have  no  Communication  but  in 
the  Heart  for  the  beating  Arteries  are  diftributed 
to  the  Dura  Mater  only,  while  the  foft  venal  Ar¬ 
teries  are  fpent  upon  the  cortical  Subftance  of  the 
Cerebrum  and  Cerebellum. 

a  The  Arteries  of  the  Dura  Mater  are  chiefly 
the  three  before-mentioned,  one  from  the  external 
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Carotid,  which  comes  to  the  Dura  Mater  through 
the  fixth  Hole  of  the  Cranium ;  a  fecond  from  the 
internal  Carotid,  as  it  comes  through  its  Canalis 
Ofleus,  and  a  third  from  the  vertebral  Arteries, 
without  the  Skull :  All  which  Arteries  have  no 
Communication  either  with  the  cortical  Part  of 
the  Brain  or  Cerebellum.  But  the  indefatigable 
Vieujffens  has  affirmed  that  the  Blood  paftes  from 
the  Arteries  of  the  Dura  Mater  into  the  longitu¬ 
dinal  Sinus ;  which  he  fays  is  a  Piece  of  Condudt 
in  Nature  to  render  the  venal  Blood  of  the  Sinus 
more  fluid  and  lefs  apt  to  coagulate :  And  adds, 
that  he  injedted  Ink  and  coloured  Spirit  of  Wine 
by  the  carotid  Arteries,  in  the  Prefence  of  feveral 
Phyficians  incredulous  of  his  Opinion,  which  Li¬ 
quors  pafTed  into  the  Sinus’s.  To  be  fatisfied  in 
this  refpedl  I  defired  my  Friend  Ruyfcb  to  repeat 
the  Experiment  *,  in  confequence  of  which  he  in- 
jedted  the  carotid  Arteries  fo  exquifitely  as  to  force 
his  Wax  through  the  fmall  Arteries  into  their  cor- 
refponding  Veins,  which  open  into  the  Sinus,  into 
which  the  Injection  had  been  drained  through  the 
fmall  Anaftomofes  fo  as  to  have  none  of  its  Pig¬ 
ment  or  Colour  when  it  arrived  in  the  Sinus’s. 
This  was  therefore  the  way  through  which  the  Li¬ 
quors  injedted  by  Vieujfens  had  palled,  i.  e.  thro’ 
the  Anaftomofes  of  the  Veins,  and  not  immediate¬ 
ly  from  the  Arteries  into  the  Sinus’s.  And  in  the 
Injedlion  made  by  Ruyfcb  there  were  found  con¬ 
tinuous  Cylinders  of  the  Wax  in  the  Anaftomofes 
of  the  Arteries  and  Veins  of  the  Dura  Mater. 
Raw  made  the  like  Experiment  at  my  Requeft, 
but  could  find  no  immediate  opening  of  the  Arte¬ 
ries  into  any  of  the  Sinus’s. 

§.  235.  From  this  Courfe  of  the  Veflels 
(§.  23  1  to  234.  and  the  Nature  of  the  Blood, 

§•  224. 
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§„  224.  whofe  Parts  ftriftly  obferve  that  Rule 
of  Motion,)  we  may  plainly  perceive  that  the 
Blood  arrives  both  in  oppofite  Courfes  to  the 
Brain,  and  in  a  more  homogeneous  and  refi¬ 
ned  State  than  to  other  Parts ;  becaufe  as  it  ap¬ 
proaches  the  Bafis  of  the  Cranium,  it  is  there 
freed  from  the  vifcid  Matter  of  the  Saliva  and 
mucous  Juices  1  ;  and  the  Blood  of  the  verte¬ 
bral  Arteries  will  be  more  pure  or  lefs  vifcid 
by  detaching  the  like  Particles  into  its  lateral 
Arteries  2,  while  its  more  grofs  and  ponderous 
Parts  will  be  alfo  repell’d  by  the  Inflections  3  in 
both  the  Carotids  and  Vertebrals;  and  again  the 
Blood  will  be  freed  from  its  lefs  movable  Parts 
in  the  Caverns  4  formed  by  the  Dura  Mater  at 
the  Sides  of  the  Sella  Turcica,  and  the  remain¬ 
ing  groffer  Parts  will  be  fent  to  the  Infundi¬ 
bulum  and  Integuments  5  of  the  ten  Pair  of 
Nerves:  From  all  which  it  follows  (1.)  that 
the  Blood  arriving  by  the  Veffels  (§.  223.)  in 
oppoflte  Directions  6,  will  impinge  on  that  al¬ 
ready  in  thofe  Veffels,  and  retaining  its  origi¬ 
nal  Nature,  or  having  acquired  one  more  re¬ 
fined,  its  Impetus  will  be  fo  far  abated  7  as  to 
hinder  its  compreffing  the  foft  and  pulpy  Sub- 
ftance  of  the  Encephalon ;  (2.)  will  follow 
an  intimate  Commixture  of  all  Blood  brought 
hither,  fo  as  to  become  uniformly  alike  in 
every  Part  of  it;  (3.)  an  Attenuation,  Levi- 
gation,  and  Attrition  of  its  Parts,  an  Increafe 
of  their  Fluidity,  a  Prevention  of  their  con¬ 
creting,  and  an  Aptitude  or  Difpofition  of 
them  for  the  fubfequent  Secretion ;  (4.)  a  lefs 
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Dilatation  8  or  Pulfe  of  the  Arteries  here,  and 
a  lefs  Reaction  of  them  on  the  Blood  than  in 
other  Parts  of  the  Body;  and  laftly,  (5.)  a 
Compenfation  for  the  Inactivity  or  Unapti¬ 
tude  of  thefe  large  and  fmall  Veflels  to  trans¬ 
mit  their  Contents,  by  their  inofculating  fo 
abundantly  with  each  other,  as  gives  the  Blood 
a  free  Conrfe  9  from  any  one  Veffei  to  the  reft 
in  all  manner  of  Directions. 
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1  For  fmce  the  external  carotid  Artery  arifes 
or  goes  off  laterally  from  the  common  Trunk,  it 
will  be  moft  difpofed  to  receive  thofe  Parts  of  the 
Blood  which  are  lead:  apt  to  retain  their  rectilineal 
Motion  ;  and  fuch  are  the  Particles  fecerned  by 
the  four  larger  falival  Glands,  with  the  Mucus 
feparated  in  the  Membrana  Schneideriana. 

4  Many  Branches  of  the  vertebral  Arteries  are 
reflected  back  or  downward,  and  others  go  off  at 
right  Angles,  both  which  will  receive  the  lefs 
movable  Parts  of  the  Blood,  and  feparate  from 
thence  that  fat  Mucus  which  invefts  the  fpinal  Me¬ 
dulla  ;  therefore  the  more  light,  movable,  and 
fpnerical  Particles  of  the  Blood  in  the  vertebral 
Trunks  will  go  forwards  or  upwards  to  the  Brain, 
while  the  more  vifcid  and  fluggifh  Parts  recede 
from  it  into  the  lateral  and  retrograde  Branches. 

I  do  not  intend  you  fhould  u-nderftand  that  all  the 
fmalleft  Particles  of  every  kind  in  the  Blood  are 
thus  convey’d  to  the  Brain  •,  but  the  fmalleft  Parts 
which  are  denfe  and  ftmilar  to  each  other,  the  fmall¬ 
eft  of  the  red  Globules,  the  fmalleft  of  the  ferous 
ones,  Vid.  §.220  and  224. 

3  The  carotid  Arteries  are  inflected  as  they  paft 
through  the  Canal  in  each  Os  Petrofum,  and  the 
Vertebrals  are  infleCted  at  their  Ingrefs  into  the 
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Cranium  j  both  whofe  Inflexions  diminilh  the 
Impetus  of  the  Blood  brought  to  the  Encephalon, 
and  prevent  it  from  rufhing  too  impetuoufly  upon 
the  foft  cortical  Subflance  ;  at  the  fame  time  alfo, 
thefe  Inflexions  augment  the  Length  of  the  Canals, 
and  increafe  their  Diftance  from  the  Heart,  fo  as 
to  diminilh  the  Impulfe  of  the  laft. 

4  When  the  Blood  of  the  carotid  Arteries  has 
palled  into  the  Cranium,  it  again  meets  with  ano¬ 
ther  Inflexion  or  Remora  in  thefe  Caverns,  where 
it  alfo  enters  a  Set  of  fmall  Arteries  expanded  and 
interwove  like  a  fine  Net,  whence  it  has  been  de¬ 
nominated  Rete  mirabile,  being  by  much  the  moll 
confpicuous  in  Brutes ;  into  which  Plexus  are  de¬ 
tached  the  more  fluggifh  Parts  of  the  Blood,  whofe 
Impetus  or  Velocity  is  here  abated. 

*  The  vaginal  Integument  of  the  Nerves,  com¬ 
ing  from  the  Pia  Mater,  receives  Branches  of  the 
carotid  and  vertebral  Arteries,  which  appear  very 
red  and  confpicuous  by  Inj eXion. 

6  There  are  many  Advantages  attending  this 
mutual  Intercourfe  of  the  Blood  in  oppofite  Dire- 
Xions  *,  for  it  will  by  this  means  obtain  an  intimate 
Mixture  and  Attrition  of  Parts  ( per  §.  220.  N°  3, 
4.)  by  which  they  will  be  attenuated  and  rendered 
more  fluid,  fo  as  to  prevent  any  Grumes  or  Concre¬ 
tions,  to  which  the  Blood  would  be  otherwife  very 
liable  in  its  Paflage  through  fo  very  fmall  Veffels 
unagitated  by  any  Mufcles,and  even  without  the  A- 
Xion  of  a  mufcular  Coat,  obferved  in  all  the  other 
Arteries.  Another  Advantage  is  the  Diverfion  of 
the  Blood’s  Impulfe  and  Velocity  from  injuring 
the  tender  Subflance  of  the  Brain  ;  to  abate  which 
nothing  can  be  more  effeXual  than  the  many  Infle¬ 
xions,  lateral  Ramifications,  mutual  and  infinite 
Inofculations  of  fmall  Veffels  exerting  little  or  no 
ReaXion  ,  by  which  means  the  Blood  will  lofe 
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much  of  its  Force  againft  the  Sides  of  the  Vefiels, 
and  againft  the  other  Blood  which  meets  it  in  op- 
pofite  Courfes.  Vid.  §.  215.  N°  2. 

7  That  the  tender  cortical  Vefiels  might  not  be 
broke  or  over- {trained  beyond  their  Tone  or  Ela- 
flicity  by  too  great  an  Impulfe  of  the  Blood ;  for 
the  entire  Serenity  or  right  Compofure  of  the 
Mind  depends  altogether  on  the  Arteries  of  the 
Brain  refilling  the  Impulfe  of  the  Blood  to  a  proper 
Degree ;  below  which,  a  lefs  Refiftance  confounds 
the  Mind  and  diforders  its  Faculties.  Peyerus  ha¬ 
ving  ty’d  one  of  the  jugular  Veins  in  a  Dog,  he 
foon  alter  became  ftupid,  and  made  many  odd 
fporting  Geftures,  till  at  laft  he  fell  into  a  dead  Sleep, 
from  a  too  great  Diftention  of  the  Blood-vefiels 
in  the  Brain  from  which  Caufe  alone,  in  various 
degrees,  maybe  produced  all  the  feveral  Diforders 
of  the  Brain.  And  a  too  great  Plenitude  of  the 
Vefiels  in  the  Brain,  from  a  Stoppage  of  any  Eva¬ 
cuation,  will  have  the  fame  Effects.  Thofe  who 
either  die  phrenitic  or  ftrangled  have  the  Blood- 
vefiels  of  the  Pia  Mater  fo  turgid  and  full  that  they 
are  ready  to  burft.  To  prevent  fucha  Redundance 
and  too  great  Impulfe  of  the  Blood  on  the  Brain, 
Nature  has  ufed  many  Precautions-,  the  Inflexion 
of  the  Trunks,  the  Divifion  of  them  into  lateral 
Branches,  and  the  Subdivifion  of  their  fmaller 
Branches  within  the  Cranium  into  feveral  Series, 
which  inofculate  together,  and  expand  themfelves 
circularly  about  the  Brain  before  they  enter  its  cor¬ 
tical  Subfiance.  Headachs  which  very  eafily  fu- 
pervene  a  little  Increafe  of  Exercife  or  mufcular 
Motion  demonftrate  that  thefe  Vefiels  are  in  dan¬ 
ger  of  a  Rupture. 

8  I  was  formerly  feduced  by  the  fpecious  Argu¬ 
ments  of  Baglivi  and  Pacchioni  to  think  that  thefe 
Arteries  had  a  Pulfation  like  the  reft  in  the  Body  ; 
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but  I  know,  by  Experiment,  that  the  Arteries  of 
the  Brain  have  not  a  Syftole  and  Diaftole  like 
others,  nor  are  they  fill’d  alternately,  but  continue 
equally  and  moderately  diftended ;  for  fo  foon  as 
they  begin  to  beat  or  vibrate,  the  Senles  are  con- 
ftantly  difordered.  I  took  off  the  Top  of  the 
Cranium  in  a  living  Dog,  and  could  then  fee  the 
Arteries  of  the  Dura  Mater  vibrating  fo  ftrongly 
as  might  well  imprefs  their  Figure  on  the  folid 
Plates  of  the  Skull-,  for  fuch  was  their  Motion, 
that  they  agitated  both  the  Dura  Mater  and  its 
Sinus’s,  as  if  they  had  a  Pulfation  in  themfelves: 
But  upon  removing  the  Dura  Mater,  the  Brain 
appeared  quiet  with  diftended  Arteries,  but  with¬ 
out  any  Pulfation ;  at  which  feveral  learned  Spe¬ 
ctators  of  Bagliv? s  Opinion  were  highly  furprifed, 
fince  they  expeCted  to  fee  the  whole  Brain  jump  up 
at  every  Syftole  of  the  Heart. 

9  From  hence  it  is  that  Wax  being  injeCted  by 
one  Artery  of  the  Brain,  it  runs  into  all  the  reft. 
From  this  Principle  too,  no  one  Part  of  the  Brain 
will  be  more  prefied  than  another  j  for  if  the 
Blood  afcends  more  forcibly  by  the  carotid  than  by 
the  vertebral  Artery,  it  will  not  prefs  ftronger 
on  any  Part  of  the  Brain  than  the  vertebral,  by 
means  of  their  Communication  with  each  other, 
whence  every  Part  of  the  Brain  will  be  equally 
fupplied  with  Blood,  and  one  Part  will  receive  as 
much  Spirits  as  another.  From  hence  too  it  is  that 
a  Man  may  live  notwithftanding  his  carotid  Arte¬ 
ries  are  obftrudled  or  become  oflified,  fo  as  to  be 
unable  to  propel  1  the  Blood  ;  for  then  the  verte¬ 
bral  Arteries  will  convey  more  Blood  than  before, 
and  propel!  it  both  into  the  Carotids  and  into  the 
whole  Surface  of  the  Brain  :  Whence  alfo,  when 
one  Part  of  the  Cortex  is  deftroy’d,  fuppurated, 
or  loaded  with  a  Fungus,  none  of  the  Functions 
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are  thence  injured,  becaufe  the  remaining  Veffels 
of  the  next  adjacent  Stratum  of  the  Cortex  fupply 
the  Defeat  *,  for  the  Cortex  of  the  Brain  is  com- 
pofed  of  an  infinite  Number  of  Lamellae  or  Strata 
of  fmall  arterial  Veffels,  the  largeft  of  which  lie 
outermoft,  and  under  them  fmaller,  till  you  come 
to  the  laft  Stratum  of  the  frnalleft  of  thefe  Veffels, 
under  perhaps  a  thoufand  of  the  larger,  from  which 
laft  Stratum  arifes  the  Medulla  of  the  Brain.  So 
that  if  you  remove  all  the  outermoft  Strata  from  a 
Part  of  the  Cortex,  and  leave  only  that  which  is 
next  the  Medulla,  the  adjacent  Strata  will  then  fup¬ 
ply  this  laft  by  their  infinite  Anaftomofes  continuing 
all  the  way  from  one  Stratum  to  another  beneath 
the  firft,  fo  that  the  Secretion  will  be  no  where 
loft,  but  the  whole  Origin  of  the  Nerves  will  be 
fupplied  with  their  Juices. 
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§.236.  Now  thefe  Arteries  of  the  Brain 
being  thus  interwove,  and  fecured  in  order 
(§.  233.)  in  the  Pia  Mater,  as  in  a  Stratum  or 
Balls  which  is  incredibly  thin,  and  like  a  Spi¬ 
der  s  Web  r,  do,  from  every  Point  of  the  faid 
Membrane,  detach  fmall  arterial  Branches  al- 
moft  in  a  perpendicular  Courfe,  which  wind¬ 
ing  and  inofculating  with  each  other  like  the 
firft,  form,  as  it  were,  a  Membrane,  by 
whofe  Infinuation  the  external  Subftance  of 
the  Brain  and  Cerebellum  is  divided  into 
winding  Furrows  and  Ridges 2,  fo  deep  as  to 
reach  almoft  down  to  the  Medulla  3  5  only 
the  Sulci  or  Furrows  in  the  Cerebellum  are 
not  near  fo  deep  as  thofe  in  the  Brain.  But 
thefe  Ridges,  convoluted  in  the  Form  of  In- 
leftines,  are  again  refolvable  into  leffer  ones, 
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like  the  former,  being  all  of  them  framed  by 
the  Infinuation  of  the  Pia  Mater,  and  appear 
to  contain  red  or  fanguiferous  Veffels  only  4  in 
their  exterior  Surface ,  which  Veffels  they 
convey  to  the  Surface  of  their  fubjacent  or  in¬ 
cluded  Subftance.  But  then  this  included  Sub- 
fiance  5  of  the  Ridges,  which  makes  up  the 
greateft  Part  of  them,  never  receives  any  fan- 
guiferous  Artery  or  Vein,  nor  could  it  ever  be 
injeded  or  tinged  of  a  red  Colour  ;  and  as  for 
that  Part  of  this  Subftance  which  remains  af¬ 
ter  macerating  Portions  of  the  Cerebrum  and 
Cerebellum  in  Water,  having  firft  filled  their 
Veffels  with  ceraceous  Injedion,  and  freed 
them  by  abrafion  or  fhaking  from  the  faid 
Subftance,  it  appears  like  a  Congeries  of  mi¬ 
nute  Vafcules  in  Form  of  Down  or  fine  Wool, 
which  are  fo  foft,  juicy,  and  tender,  as  to 
break  with  the  leaft  Force  imaginable,  and 
diffolve  into  a  purulent  or  pulpy  6  Juice, 
barely  by  fufpending  them  in  Ample  Wa¬ 
ter. 

2  Whence  the  external  Lamen  of  this  Pia  Ma¬ 
ter,  formed  by  the  Depofition  of  the  more  denfe 
Membranes  or  Tunics  of  its  fmall  Veffels,  is  ufu- 
ally  denominated  Arachnoides  Tunica,  which  is 
faid  to  be  deftitute  of  Veffels ;  at  leaft  it  has  none 
that  we  can  difcover  either  by  the  Eye  or  Injedi- 
ons.  But  I  am  certain  there  is  no  other  Membrane 
under  the  Arachnoides  befides  the  fmall  Veffels 
themfelves,  which  are  interwove  into  a  very  thin 
Covering  inverting  the  cortical  Subftance,  being 
almoft  as  fine  and  much  weaker  than  the  Web  of 
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fome  Spiders.  In  a  word,  the  Pia  Mater  is  the 
firft  Stratum  of  Arteries  belonging  to  the  Cortex 
of  the  Brain *,  and  the  Cortex  itielf  is  an  infinite 
Number  of  pellucid,  arterial  Strata  from  the  Pia 
Mater,  contained  one  within  the  other. 

*  Thefe  Gyri  or  Convolutions  in  the  Brain  have 
feveral  Ufes  or  Advantages;  as  (i.)  to  increafe 
the  Surface  of  the  cortical  Subfiance,  and  conse¬ 
quently  its  Secretion  *,  (2.)  to  bring  the  Cortex  in¬ 
to  contaCt  on  all  Sides  with  the  medullary  Fibrils 
or  Tubuli,  that  its  lafl  Series  of  Vefiels  may  dis¬ 
charge  themfelves  with  more  Certainty  into  the 
faid  Tubuli  or  Fibrils  of  the  Medulla. 

3  The  Ancients  took  the  Pia  Mater  not  for  a 
Part  of  the  Brain,  but  only  for  its  interior  Capfule, 
and  the  Dura  Mater  for  its  exterior  Capfule. 
Ruyfch  has  demonftrated  to  us  that  the  Pia  Mater  is 
inferted  on  all  Sides  of  the  Brain  down  to  the  Bot¬ 
tom  of  its  Sulci,  from  whence  it  rifes  up  again  to 
cover  the  next  Ridge  :  And  in  this  manner  it  de¬ 
fends  from  the  Top  of  one  Hemifphere  ,  of 
the  Brain,  and  after  reaching  the  Corpus  Callofum 
it  returns  up  to  the  Top  of  the  other  Hemif¬ 
phere. 

4  This  is  fufHciently  proved  in  the  Brain  of  fuch 
as  have  been  hanged,  in  which  the  Blood  being 
impelled  into  the  Arteries  of  the  Pia  Mater  with 
the  whole  Force  of  the  Heart,  and  being  obflrudl- 
ed  in  its  Return  by  the  Veins,  renders  the  Blocd- 
veffels  as  full  and  turgid  as  if  they  had  been  inject¬ 
ed  :  But  even  in  fuch  we  never  obferve  any  red 
Blood  in  the  cortical  Subfiance  of  the  Brain,  but 
its  Progrefs  is  confined  within  the  Veffels  of  the 
Pia  Mater. 

J  The  celebrated  Ruyfch  having  moderately'  fill’d 
the  Arteries  of  the  Brain  with  ceraceous  InjeCHon, 
by  the  Carotids,  he  then  opened  the  Dura  Mater 
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and  took  out  the  injected  Brain,  whofe  cortical 
Surface  appeared  red  only  in  fume  Parts,  not  all 
over.  Pie  took  a  Part  of  this  Cortex  with  its  in¬ 
jected  Artery  and  macerated  them  in  warm  Water 
till  a  PutrifaCIion  began  to  appear,  and  then  gently 
and  frequently  fhook  the  Mats  in  the  Water  to  fe- 
parate  the  T unica  Arachnoidea  •,  which  Operation 
he  repeated  till  the  Water  became  foul  with  the 
infinite  Number  of  fmall  white  Flocculi  walked  off 
from  the  cortical  Subftance ;  but  when  the  Water 
appeared  no  longer  foul,  retaining  its  original 
Clearnefs,  he  then  removed  the  unravell’d  Cortex, 
and  fufpended  it  in  Alcohol  Vini,  in  which  it  ap¬ 
peared  like  a  little  red  Fleece  of  fine  Down  or 
Wool,  being  only  a  Bunch  of  the  fmall  arterial 
Veffels  fill’d  with  the  InjeCiion.  Thus  all  the 
fmall  Vafcules  which  were  not  entred  by  the 
Injection  were  diffolved  and  loft  in  the  Water,  and 
thofe  only  remained  found  and  entire  which  the 
Injection  fuftained  and  preferved  from  Corruption  *, 
fo  that  all  the  venal  and  fmalleft  arterial  Fabric  of 
the  Cortex  was  thus  deftroy’d :  But  as  many  of  the 
fmall  Arteries  thus  preferved  and  injeCted  are  found 
to  be  fifty  and  a  hundred  times  fmaller  than  a  Hair 
of  one’s  Head,  how  vaftly  fmaller  muft  thofe  be 
which  were  diffolved  and  walked  away,  as  being 
impervious  to  the  InjeClion.  Nor  does  this  Ar¬ 
tifice  demonftrate  to  us  the  true  Nature  and  Me- 
chanifm  of  the  Cortex,  fince  the  greateft  Number 
of  the  Veffels  are  thus  deftroy’d,  and  the  Remain¬ 
der  diflocated  or  unravell’d.  It  is  obfervable  that 
Ruyfch  only  ufed  the  Heads  of  immature  Foetus’s, 
or  of  new  born  Infants  for  thefe  Preparations. 

6  Being  affifted  by  the  Experiments  of  Ruyfch 
and  Lewenhcec ,  I  can  now  boldly  affert  that  the 
Blood  does  not  circulate  through  the  internal  Sub¬ 
fiance  of  the  Cortex  of  the  Brain,  notwithftanding 
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there  are  fo  many  fanguiferous  Arteries  and  Veins 
fpread  on  its  Superficies;  for  the  red  Parts  of  the 
Blood  only  circulate  in  the  VefTels  of  the  Pia  Ma¬ 
ter,  the  internal  Part  of  the  Cortex  next  the  Brain 
being  quite  pellucid.  This  is  true,  notwithflanding 
there  are  fome  fanguiferous  VefTels  obfervable  in  the 
medullary  Part  of  the  Brain,  which  perforate  the 
Cortex  and  Medulla  perpendicularly  from  the  Pia 
Mater,  without  fpreading  into  Branches,  and  feem 
defigned  to  communicate  Warmth  to  this  Part. 
I  defired  Lewenhoec  to  examine  the  cortical  Part  of 
the  Brain  with  his  Microfcope;  but  his  Anfwer 
was  that  he  could  fee  nothing  but  pellucid  Glo¬ 
bules.  And  Ruyfch ,  by  his  forementioned  Prepa¬ 
ration,  has  demonflrated  that  the  cortical  Subfiance 
is  a  Congeries  of  fmall  pellucid  Vafcules  like  fine 
Wool,  continued  from  the  interior  Blood- veffels 
of  the  Pia  Mater.  It  follows  then  that  the  Cortex 
is  compofed  of  Vafcules  continuous  with  thofe  of 
the  Pia  Mater,  which  admit  only  pellucid  Parts  of 
the  Blood,  and  difpofed  in  Courfes  not  yet  known. 
We  know  that  the  fmall  VefTels  are  diflributed  in 
a  different  Courfe  in  every  particular  Part  of  the  Bo¬ 
dy  ;  and  no  doubt  but  they  have  a  diflin<5l  and  diffe¬ 
rent  Pofition  in  the  cortical  Subfiance  of  the  Brain, 
tho9  their  Minutenefs  and  Pellucidity  conceal  the 
fame  from  our  Eyes.  But  this  we  may  reafonably  con¬ 
clude,  that  they  retain  the  fame  Difpofition  in  eve¬ 
ry  Brain  ;  for  if  they  varied  in  this  refpedt  the  rea- 
fonable  Faculties  of  Men  would  be  different :  And 
we  fee  that  fo  fmall  a  Change  or  Diflortion  of  their 
Courfe  as  is  produced  in  Drunkennefs  makes  the 
fame  Man  a£t  and  think  very  differently  from 
what  he  would  if  he  was  fober.  Laflly,  thofe  red 
or  fanguiferous  VefTels  which  fome  Authors  afcribe 
to  the  cortical  Subfiance  of  the  Brain,  are  nothing 
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more  than  Part  of  thofe  belonging  to  the  Pia  Mater 
which  were  broke  in  the  Separation. 

§.237.  The  external,  afh- colour  d  foft  z> 
and  moifter  Subftance  is  termed  the  cortical 
Part  of  the  Brain  and  Cerebellum,  which  eve¬ 
ry  way  exactly  inverts  the  whole  Origin  of  the 
other  internal,  more  white,  dry,  and  corn- 
pad:  Subftance  call’d  their  medullary  Part: 
Even  this  latter  manifeftly  appears  to  arife 
every  way  from  the  jormer  3,  especially  in  the 
Appendices,  Ventricles,  Crura,  and  Medulla 
oblongata  4 ;  but  on  the  Reverfe,  the  internal 
Part  of  the  fpinal  5  Medulla  appears  like  the 
cortical  of  the  Brain,  like  which  it  is  alfofpread 
with  Arteries ,  and  is  encompafied  with  a 
white  medullary  Subftance. 

1  This  Part  indeed  appears  red  in  phrenitic  Sub¬ 
jects,  and  after  the  Brain  has  been  injected  but 
in  a  healthy  State  it  never  contains  any  of  the  red 
Globules,  but  appears  pellucid  and  a  little  bluilh 
like  Glafs,  approaching  nearer  the  Confiftence  of  a 
Fluid  than  a  Solid,  fo  that  it  cannot  be  cut,  even 
by  a  Razor,  without  flicking  to  its  Sides :  And  if 
you  ever  obferve  any  Blood  or  fanguiferous  Vef- 
fels  herein,  they  muft  have  been  tore  from  the  Pia 
Mater-,  for  the  red  Blood  and  itsVeftels  are  always 
feated  upon  the  Surface,  and  not  within-fide  the 
cortical  Subftance  of  the  Brain. 

1  So  foft  and  tender  as  to  diffolve  in  an  aqueous 
Liquor,  and  in  the  open  Air  almoft  wholly  evapo¬ 
rates  in  a  few  Days. 

3  Piccolhominus  ftrft  diftinguilhed  the  cortical 
from  the  medullary  Part  of  the  Brain,  and  obfer- 

ved 


2  3  7  •  Cortex  of  the  Brain.  203 

ved  that  the  Medulla  terminated  in  that  Part  of  the 
former  which  was  remoteft  from  the  Pia  Mater,  be¬ 
ing  proportionably  thicker  where  the  cortical  Part 
is  thicker,  and  thinneft  where  it  is  covered  with 
the  leaft  Cortex ;  only  in  the  Bafis  of  the  Brain 
there  is  more  Medulla  than  Cortex,  becaufe  the 
latter  is  here  collected  from  the  other  Parts  of  the 
Cortex.  The  Medulla  alfo  appears  to  confift  of 
Filaments  or  Du£l:s  arifing  from  all  the  Gyri  or 
convex  Ridges,  from  whence  they  converge  to¬ 
wards  a  Center.  But  we  do  not  obferve  any  fuch 
Connexion  betwixt  the  Cortex  and  Medulla  in  the 
Corpus  Callofum,  in  the  Corpora  Striata,  in  the 
Thalami  of  the  optic  Nerves,  nor  in  the  Peduncles 
of  the  Brain  and  Cerebellum  •,  for  in  thofe  the  Me¬ 
dulla  is  naked  and  covered  only  with  the  Pia  Ma¬ 
ter  without  any  Cortex ;  but  then  the  Pia  Mater 
does  not  here  give  any  Veffels  to  the  Medulla,  nor 
does  it  fend  down  any  Partitions  as  in  the  Cortex, 
but  only  ferves  as  a  Covering. 

4  The  whole  Medulla  of  the  Brain  and  Cerebel- 
r  lum  is  collected  into  four  Trunks  or  Stalks,  call’d 

Crura,  excepting  what  goes  to  the  olfaftory  Nerves, 
which  do  not  arife,  like  the  reft,  from  the  Medul¬ 
la  oblongata,  but  from  the  anterior  Lobes  of  the 
Brain  itfelf,  for  which  Reafon  they  were  rather 
termed  Procefies  than  Nerves  by  the  Ancients. 

5  For  fo  is  call’d  the  Medulla  oblongata,  after 
it  has  fent  out  the  ten  Pair  of  Nerves.  Nature 
feems  to  have  chofe  this  Inverfion  of  the  cortical 
Subftance  here,  for  the  more  commodious  Diftri- 
bution  of  the  Nerves  from  the  medullary  Part ; 
for  if  the  Medullary  had  been  included  in  the  cor¬ 
tical  Subftance  of  this  Part,  the  Nerves  mu  ft  have 
perforated  the  latter  as  they  pafs  but  from  the  for¬ 
mer.  Another  Reafon  was  to  prevent  the  Medul¬ 
la  Spinalis  from  being  compreffed,  to  the  Hazard 

of 
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of  Life  by  a  Surcharge  of  its  cortical  Subftance  with 
Blood  in  violent  Exercifes  and  Commotions,  to 
which  it  would  have  been  liable  if  difpofed  like  the 
Brain  ;  but  under  the  prefent  Circumftances  there 
is  a  free  intermediate  Space  left  betwixt  the  Medul¬ 
la  Spinalis  and  its  Theca  or  Cafe  of  Vertebrae,  fuf- 
ticient  to  preferve  it  from  any  Freifure,  which 
would  be  follow’d  with  fatal  Confequences. 

§.  238.  But  in  the  Cerebellum  thofe  two 
Subftances  (§.  237.)  are  fo  apparent  or  confpi- 
cuous,  that  you  may  there  plainly  perceive  the 
manner  in  which  the  Medulla  arifes  from  the 
Cortex,  with  its  Proportion,  Fabric  and  Di- 
vifions :  You  will  alfo  conftantly  obferve  the 
cortical  Part  of  the  Cerebellum  to  be  firmer 
than  that  of  the  Brain,  and  more  inclined  to 
a  yellow  Colour. 

1  In  this  Part  the  Medulla  appears  beautifully 
divided  into  many  fmall  Branches,  like  a  Tree,  a- 
mong  the  cortical  Subftance,  into  which  it  appears 
plainly  to  be  continued. 

§.  239.  Since  therefore  a  very  large  Portion 
of  the  Blood  x,  computed  by  Malpighi  at  one 
third  of  the  whole,  is  impeH’d  in  a  direct 
and  fwift  Courfe  to  the  cortical  Part  of  the 
Brain  at  each  Syftole  of  the  Heart,  it  will 
thence  receive  a  Motion  of  Dilatation  and 
Conftridion,  though  but  fmall  2,  fo  long  as 
its  arterial  Veffels  are  thus  fill’d  with  Blood: 
But  as  we  are  afiiired  there  are  Arteries  here, 
we  know  too  that  there  muft  be  fmall  Veins  3 

every 
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every  where  at  the  Termination  of  thofe  Arte¬ 
ries,  though  they  are  not  vifible,  through  their 
Smallnefs  and  theThinnefs  of  the  Membranes; 
there  muft  be  alfo  fome  fecretory  Canals,  ari- 
fing  every  where  from  the  fmalleft  or  laft  Se¬ 
ries  of  Arteries  in  this  Gland,  in  which  there 
muft  be  alfo  correlponding  Emiffaries  or  ex¬ 
cretory  Duds,  though  neither  can  be  diftinfl:- 
ly  feen. 


1  That  we  may  the  better  credit  the  Computati¬ 
on  of  this  great  Man,  we  ought  firfh  to  examine 
the  Diameter  of  the  Carotid  and  vertebral  Arteries, 
and  then  compare  the  fame  with  the  Diameter  of 
the  Subclavians  and  defeending  Aorta  ;  and  if  we 
find  they  are  not  quite  fo  large  as  to  receive  one 
third  Part  of  the  Blood,  we  muft  make  fome  Al¬ 
lowance  for  their  Vicinity  to  the  Heart  and  the 
Straitnefs  of  their  Courfe  to  the  Brain  (§.  231  and 
feq.).  And  they  cannot  receive  much  lefs  Blood 
than  what  is  computed  by  Malpighi ,  if  weconfider 
the  vaft  Bulk  or  Quantity  of  the  human  Brain, 
weighing  four  or  five  Pounds,  or  thrice  as  much 
as  that  of  an  Ox  ;  and  confidering  too  that  it  is 
compofed  of  mere  Vefiels  without  any  Fat  or  thick 

I  cellular  Membrane,  with  which  moft  of  the  other 
Vifcera  are  loaded  *,  from  whence  it  is  that  the 
Brain  never  fhrinks  or  waftes  like  the  other  Parts 
of  the  Body  in  Confumptions.  Add  to  this,  that 
the  vafcular  Compages  of  the  Brain  is  not  fubjedl 
to  the  Prefliire  of  any  Mufcles,  like  the  other 
Vifcera  ;  nor  are  the  Trunks  of  its  Vefiels  lia¬ 
ble  to  be  comprefied  by  the  Aftion  of  any 
Mufcles. 

a  Dr.  Ridley  (Phil.  Tranf.  N°  287.)  having 
removed  the  Top  of  the  Cranium  in  a  living  Dog, 

and 
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and  cut  open  the  Dura  Mater,  perceived  that  the 
Brain  itfelf  had  an  alternate  Subfultus  or  vibratory 
Motion  correfponding  to  that  of  the  Heart  ;  but  it 
muft  be  obferved,  that  this  Subfultus  is  occafioned 
only  when  the  refilling  Bones  of  the  Cranium  are 
removed:  For  while  the  Cranium  is  entire,  as  it 
clofely  invelts  the  Encephalon,  and  is  quite  fill’d 
therewith,  this  latter  can  have  no  DiaftoJe  or  vibra¬ 
tory  Motion  without  removing  the  Sides  of  the 
Cranium,  which  cannot  be  dilated  by  the  Force  of 
the  Heart  and  Arteries.  Nor  will  the  Brain  and 
Cerebellum  have  any  Syllole  or  Contraction,  fince 
their  Arteries  have  no  Itrong  mufcular  Coat  to  con¬ 
tract  them;  whence  it  follows,  that  the  VelTels  of 
the  Encephalon  will  remain  nearly  equably  and 
continually  diltended.  We  may  however  conclude 
the  Brain  has  fometimes  fuch  a  Motion  in  a  fmall 
Degree,  from  the  Obfervation  of  Malpighi,  who 
upon  awaking  out  of  his  Sleep  had  a  Senfe  of 
Light  flafhing  in  his  Eyes  when  the  Pulfe  dilated, 
and  an  Ecliple  or  Darknefs  when  the  Arteries  con- 
traded,  which  was  alfo  attended  with  a  Senfation 
like  a  tremulous  Motion  in  the  Brain.  But  fuch  a 
Senfe  of  a  vibratory  Motion  in  the  Brain  can  be  only 
perceived  in  a  Morning,  when  the  Senfes  are  the 
quickelt  and  the  Senforium  the  ftrongelt  *,  agreea¬ 
ble  to  which  Mr.  Boyle  obferves,  that  a  blind  Mu- 
fician  had  fuch  an  exquifite  feeling  in  the  Papillae  of 
his  Fingers  Ends  that  he  could  diftinguifh  the  Co¬ 
lour  of  Objeds  merely  by  that  Senfe,  which  he  en¬ 
joyed  in  the  greateft  Perfedion  betimes  in  a  Morn¬ 
ing  ;  from  whence  it  diminished,  till  by  Noon  he 
could  feel  no  better  than  other  Men  ;  concerning 
the  Truth  of  which  Mr.  Boyle  was  fatisfied  with 
his  own  Eyes  at  the  Expence  of  a  long  Journey. 
Therefore  the  Arteries  of  the  Pia  Mater  feem  to 
propel  their  Blood  forwards  in  a  quiet  and  even 

Stream, 
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Stream,  which  though  not  equally  fwift  is  yet  fo 
fmooth  and  equable  in  a  healthy  State  as  not  to  agi¬ 
tate  the  Senforium  nor  difturb  the  Faculties. 

3  Drelincourt  affirms,  that  the  Pia  Mater  only  is 
furniffied  with  fanguiferous  Veins,  and  that  the 
Cortex  of  the  Brain  has  none  ;  which  Notion  I 
take  to  be  juft,  being  perfuaded  that  the  Arteries 
of  the  Pia  Mater,  under  the  Tunica  Arachnoides, 
are  divided  into  exceeding  fmall  Branches,  which 
being  reflected  back  in  an  oppofite  Courfe,  enlarge 
and  form  the  fanguiferous  Veins  of  the  Pia  Mater ; 
being  thofe  Veins  through  which  the  Inje&ions 
tranfuded  into  the  Sinus’s  of  the  Dura  Mater  at 
§.  234.  N°  2.  But  the  Reafon  why  the  ceraceous 
Injection  in  that  Experiment  pafies  into  the  Sinus’s 
without  its  Colour  or  Pigment,  and  in  little  broken 
Threads  diftindl  from  each  other,  may  be  under- 
ftood  from  the  Smallnefs  of  the  Anaftomofes  be¬ 
twixt  the  Arteries  and  Veins,  which  kept  back  the 
grofs  and  ponderous  Parts  of  the  Pigment  or  Cin¬ 
nabar,  and  the  finer  Part  of  the  Injection  paffing 
on  into  the  diverging  Veins  with  a  diminiffied  Ve¬ 
locity,  mud  retain  the  Shape  or  Form  of  the  fmall 
cylindrical  Anaftomofes,  or  appear  like  broken 
Threads. 


Of  the  different  StruBure  of  the 

Glands. 


§.  240. }  g  '  H  E  exceeding  Minutenefs  of 
J[  thefeVeffels  in  the  Brain  and 
Cerebellum,  concealing  their  Fabric  from  our 

In- 
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Infpeftion,  has  occafioned  Reafon,  though 
unaffifted  with  its  proper  Evidence,  to  attempt 
at  fupplying  the  Defedt  of  Senfe  by  Analogy  ; 
whence  various  Opinions,  of  which  the  moll 
received  was  that  of  Malpighi ,  fuppofing  the 
Fabric  of  this  Vifcus  to  be  glandular,  till  the 
contrary  was  afferted  by  the  celebrated  Ruyfch, 
who  has  excell’d  all  Anatomifts  in  the  Art  of 
demonftrating  and  preferving  the  fmalleft  ar¬ 
terial  Veffels  in  the  Body.  Therefore,  be¬ 
fore  we  can  judge  of  the  Merits  of  either  Opi¬ 
nion,  we  mud  firft  confider  the  Bodies  we 
call  Glands,  according  to  the  Difcoveries  made 
of  them  by  Sylvius ,  Stem,  Wharton ,  de  Gra- 
af,  Malpighi ,  Bellini ,  Borelli ,  Pyerus ,  Nuke, 
and  Ruyfch ,  who  have  beft  treated  on  the 
Subject. 

§.  241.  Of  thefe  Glands  l,  fome  of  them 
are  fimple  2,  and  others  compound,  or  an  Af- 
femblage  of  fimple  ones  inverted  with  one 
common  Membrane  or  Integument.  The 
fimple  Glands  feparate  their  Juice  from  the 
Arteries,  and  convey  it  by  their  lymphatic 
Dudts,  either  into  the  Chyle,  or  the  venal 
Blood,  or  elfe  exhale  it  on  the  Surface  of  the 
Skin  externally,  or  of  the  Membranes  3  inter¬ 
nally,  throughout  the  whole  Body :  But  the 
compound  Glands  difcharge  their  Juice,  fepa- 
rated  in  every  fimple  one,  by  a  fmall  Dudf 
continued  from  each,  into  one  large  Canal  or 
common  Emifiary,  which  either  opens  into 
fome  ample  Cavity,  as  of  the  Mouth  and  In- 
teftines,  or  elfe  difcharge  themfelves  out  of 
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the  Body,  for  various  Ufes,  and  are,  from 
their  Appearance,  often  termed  conglobate, 
and  conglomerate. 

1  The  outward  Appearance  of  the  feveral  Glands 
is  fo  very  different  that  it  is  next  to  an  Impoffibi- 
lity  to  frame  a  Definition  adequate  to  all  the  Va  . 
riety  of  them :  If  we  define  them,  with  Pyerus , 
to  be  fecretory  Organs,  from  their  Office,  that  in¬ 
deed  agrees  with  all  of  them  *  but  then  are  there 
not  more  fecretory  Organs  than  Glands,  as  the 
Ladeals,  Vafa  Exhalantia,  &c.  ? 

a  This  Name  is  proper  to  a  Kind  of  Cells  (Fol- 
liculi  vel  Crypto)  formed  each  of  a  fingle  Mem¬ 
brane  convoluted  fo  as  to  include  a  hollow  Space 
or  Cavity,  on  the  Convexity  of  which  the  fmall 
Arteries  are  difpofed,  and  diftil  Part  of  their  Con¬ 
tents  by  open  Orifices  into  the  faid  Cavity  ;  from 
whence  the  fecerned  Juice  is  difcharged  by  a  fmall 
Tube  call’d  its  excretory  Dud,  after  it  has  been 
fecreted,  retained,  and  altered  in  its  Follicle  or 
Crypta.  Of  this  Kind  are  the  fimple,  mucous, 
and  febaceous  Glandulae  in  various  Parts  of  the 
alimentary  Tube  and  in  the  Skin;  and  fometimes 
feveral  of  thefe  unite  their  excretory  Duds,  as 
may  be  obferved  in  fome  Parts  of  the  Fauces,  In- 
teflines.  Urethra,  Thefe  have  been  termed 

i  conglobate  by  Malpighi ,  though  other  Anatomifls 
I  generally  give  that  Name  to  the  lenticular  Glands 
in  the  Mefentery,  Groins,  Arm-pits,  Face,  and 
Neck, 

3  If  a  Portion  of  the  Skin  or  Pericardium  be 
compreffed  betwixt  the  Fingers,  you  will  perceive 
Pores  or  Orifices  from  whence  a  foft  or  fluid  Mat- 
!  ter  iflfues,  more  fluid  from  the  latter  than  the  for- 
;  mer. 

j  I  *  r  ,  . 
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§.  242.  The  fimple  or  fmaller  Glands  (mil- 
liary,  lenticular,  multiform,  &c.)  are  com- 
pofed  (1.)  of  a  thin,  uniform,  external  Mem¬ 
brane,  and  of  another  adhering  clofely  to  the 
former  internally.  The  firft  1  of  thefe,  con¬ 
fiding  of  circular  and  elaftic  Fibres,  every 
way  inverts,  preffes,  contradls,  and  empties 
the  Gland,  which  confifts  chiefly  of  a  Con¬ 
texture  of  fmall  Veflels  palling  into  and  out 
of  the  faid  Membrane:  But  the  latter  Integu¬ 
ment  of  the  Gland,  being  thicker  2  and  more 
compact  than  the  firft,  detaches  its  Fibres  in 
all  Directions  among  the  fmall  Veflels,  render¬ 
ing  their  Contexture  very  intricate,  and  has 
much  the  fame  Ufes  with  the  firft.  (2.)  They 
receive  Arteries  3  whofe  Branches  are  difpofed 
and  fecured  in  a  certain  Order  by  the  prece¬ 
ding  Membranes,  which  fo  accurately  retain 
and  diftribute  the  Arteriole  to  every  minute 
Part  of  the  Gland,  that  upon  injecting  them 
with  Wax  or  Mercury,  the  fmall  Arteries  be¬ 
come  thereby  fo  much  diftended,  and  the  o- 
ther  fmaller  Veflels  fo  much  comprefled,  as 
feemingly  to  prove  the  falfie  Notion  4  of  their 
•whole  Fabric  being  only  arterious.  (3.)  They 
•are  alfo  compofed  of  Veins  5  difpofed  and  fe¬ 
cured  like  the  Arteries.  (4.)  They  receive  a 
great  many  Nerves  6,  more,  in  Proportion  to 
their  Bulk,  than  any  other  Part  of  the  Body  ; 
and  which  are  diftributed  fo  minutely  through¬ 
out  the  whole  Body  of  the  Gland  that  they 
feein  to  occupy  every  individual  Point.  Laft- 
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ly,  (5.)  they  are  alfo  furnifhed  with  addudto- 
ry  and  redu&ory  Lymphatics  7. 

1  This  Integument  confifts  almoft  entirely  of 
imall  Arteries  and  Veins,  which  in  a  healthy  State 
are  not  vifible,  but  appear  large  in  Tumors  and 
Cancers  of  the  Glands,  as  if  they  were  diftended 
by  Inje&ion.  5Tis  not  eafy  to  diftinguifh  this  Mem¬ 
brane  from  the  next  in  found  Glands  without  boil¬ 
ing,  which  fhrinks  and  elevates  the  firft  Integu¬ 
ment,  betwixt  which  and  the  next  you  will  perceive 
the  fmall  Arteries  and  Veins  distributed  to  the  Bo¬ 
dy  of  the  Gland,  as  they  are  generally  distributed 
betwixt  the  Duplicatures  of  the  Membranes  in  other 
Parts.  The  very  accurate  Morgagni  has  alfo  ob¬ 
served  that  the  Fat  or  cellular  Membrane  is  inter- 
pofed  betwixt  thefe  two  Integuments  of  the 
Glands. 

This  Tunic  is  found  fo  robuft  and  firm  in  the 
Glands  of  the  Mefentery  that  the  Knife  can  fcarce 
enter  it;  and  the  Tunica  Vaginalis  of  the  Tefticles 
Malpighi  has  fometimes  found  half  as  thick  as  ones 
Finger.  This  Integument  confines  the  tubular 
Compages  of  the  Gland,  which  breaks  out  and  un¬ 
ravels  when  this  refilling  Membrane  is  in  any  Part 
deftroyed  :  And  when  a  Cancer  has  eroded  the  ex¬ 
ternal  Tunic  of  a  Gland,  a  frightful  Tumor  always 
fprouts  from  the  Ulcer,  from  the  degenerating  of 
this  Part,  as  in  Cancers  of  the  Breafts. 

5  Thefe  Arteries  are  fo  numerous  in  the  fmall 
j  .Glands  of  the  Mefentery,  that,  after  Injection,  the 
whole  Subftance  of  the  Gland  feems  to  be  compo- 
ied  of  Arteries,  which  depofit  their  external  Tu~ 
nicks  to  each  Gland  before  they  enter  its  Subftance, 

I  as  manifeftly  appears  in  the  fmaller  Glands  of  the 
|  Mefentery,  and  in  the  Kidneys,. 
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4  Ruyfch  having  perfectly  inje6ted  the  Arteries 
and  Veins  of  fome  Glands,  afterwards  macerated 
them  in  Water,  and  by  fhaking,  unravel  I’d  or  fe- 
parated  them  into  little  Bunches,  like  Wool,  every 
where  fill’d,  without  perceiving  any  Follicles  or 
Cells  among  them.  But  his  ceraceous  Injedtion 
was  forced  only  into  the  fanguiferous  Arteries  and 
Veins,  which  are  the  largeft  in  the  Body,  fo  that 
the  fmaller  and  thinner  Vefiels  interpofed  betwixt 
them  were  thus  comprefied  and  obfcured,  and  af¬ 
terwards  difiolved  ;  for  all  Parts  of  the  Body  dif- 
folve  in  Water,  if  they  have  no  Support  to  hold 
them  together  internally  ;  (upon  which  Principle 
the  whole  Mafs  of  flefhy  Parts  difiolve  in  Water 
from  the  Bones,  fo  as  to  leave  what  we  call  natural 
Skeletons,  connedled  together  by  their  Ligaments 
without  the  Afiiftance  of  Wires,  of  which  fort  we 
have  one  prepared  and  given  to  our  anatomical 
Theatre  of  Leyden ,  by  Vander  JViel )  and  therefore 
we  may  fafely  affirm,  that  by  this  Method  of  pre¬ 
paring  the  Glands  their  minuted:  Vefiels  and  thin 
membranous  Folliculi  or  Cells  were  difiolved  and 
wafhed  away  in  the  W ater. 

*  After  Ruyfch  had  fill’d  only  the  Veins  of  the 
mefenteric  Glands  as  full  as  poffible  with  his  Injecti¬ 
on,  they  appeared  fo  numerous  and  diftended  that 
the  Glands  which  before  appeared  wholly  arterious 
feemed  now  to  be  nothing  but  a  Compages  of 
fmall  Veins  *,  as  they  very  well  might,  fince  the 
Veins  are  fix  times  more  capacious  than  the  Arte¬ 
ries.  But  the  red  Blood,  brought  by  the  fanguife¬ 
rous  Arteries,  is  returned  again  by  their  Veins 
without  entering  into  the  innermoft  Recedes  of  the 
Gland,  termed  its  Follicles  or  Cells. 

6  ’Tis  remarkable  that  the  conglobate  Glands 
receive  more  fmall  Nerves  than  any  other  Part  of 
the  Body  of  the  fame  Bulk ;  and  the  Glands 

of 
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of  the  Breaft  being  fo  very  nervous ,  are  of 
all  Parts  the  moft  apt  to  turn  cancerous,  when 
they  are  any  way  ulcerated:  But  that  Cancers  a- 
rife  from  an  Irritation  and  Deftrudtion  of  thefe 
glandular  Nerves,  may  appear  from  Experience, 
by  which  we  obferve  how  eafily  a  Wart  becomes 
cancerous  by  bad  Treatment,  being  an  exuberant 
Fungus  of  the  nervous  Papilla? ;  and  this  feems  to 
be  the  Reafon  why  Ulcers  are  often  fo  ftubborn  and 
incurable  in  glandular  Parts.  But  as  thefe  Glands 
have  neither  any  confiderable  Motion  nor  Senfa- 
tion,  their  Nerves  feem  to  be  defigned  for  fome 
other  Office  in  them,  which  is  probably  to  mix 
and  pour  out  fome  of  their  nervous  Juice  into  the 
Liquor  fecerned  in  every  Part  of  the  Gland. 

7  This  has  been  demonftrated  by  Nucke,  that 
in  all  Parts  of  the  Body  the  conglobate  Glands 
have  Lymphatics  which  pafs  into  and  out  of  them  : 
Even  the  Ladteals  which  are  one  Kind  of  Lym~ 
phatics,  do  not  pafs  to  the  Receptacle  of  the  Chyle 
or  the  thoracic  Dudt  before  they  have  pafled  thro* 
the  Glands  of  the  Mefentery,  from  whence  they  pafs 
out  and  are  diftributed  again.  And  as  the  fan- 
guiferous  Arteries  convey  their  red  Blood  in  corre- 
fponding  fanguiferous  Veins,  fo  the  pellucid  Juices 
which  are  thinner  than  Blood  pafs  out  of  their 
lymphatic  Arteries  into  lymphatic  Veins  ;  and  we 
know  that  Water  being  injedted  by  the  fpermatic 
Artery  of  the  Tefticle,  will  pafs  into  and  fill  its 
Lymphatics,  as  it  alfo  will  diftend  the  Lympha¬ 
tics  upon  being  injedted  into  the  Arteries  of  other 
Parts. 

§.  243.  We  mud  alfo  obferve,  that  thefe 
Arteries  of  the  Glands  are  conical  and  elaftic 
Canals ,  varioufly  infledted ,  ramified,  and 
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convoluted,  till  at  their  Extremities  they  be¬ 
come  cylindrical  *,  and  change  into  Veins 
without  any  farther  Ramifications ;  but  then 
before  the  fmall  Arteries  are  thus  changed  into 
Veins,  they  communicate  with  each  other 
by  an  infinite  Number  of  Anajlomofes  2,  their 
lateral  Branches  are  fent  off  in  different  An¬ 
gles,  and  are  very  differently  dijpofed  3  in  diffe¬ 
rent  Glands. 

1  Every  Artery  gradually  diminifhes  its  Diame¬ 
ter  as  it  fends  out  more  lateral  Branches,  contract¬ 
ing  itfelf  towards  an  Apex  like  a  Cone  ;  but  when 
it  has  done  ramifying,  there  is  then  no  Neceffity 
for  it  to  converge,  but  it  continues  its  Courfe  cy- 
lindrically,  as  we  fee  by  the  Microfcope,  in  the 
Fins  and  Membranes  of  Fifh  and  Frogs.  Such  a 
cylindric  or  evanefcent  Artery  either  continues  in  a 
reflected  Courfe  to  become  a  Vein,  or  elfe  dis¬ 
charges  its  contained  Liquor  by  a  patulent  Orifice 
externally  on  the  Surface  of  the  neareft  Membrane ; 
and  as  the  Arteries  thus  terminate  cylindrically, 
fo  the  Veins  begin  or  rife  in  the  fame  manner,  and 
by  uniting  themfelves  gradually  acquire  a  larger 
Diameter  like  a  Crefcent  or  inverfed  Cone. 

a  No  AffeCtion  of  the  Arteries  has  been  more 
accurately  confidered  by  Bellini  than  this  of  their 
inofculating  with  each  other  by  Anaflomofes ;  from 
whence  he  demonflrates  that  the  Particles  of  the 
Blood  impinging  againft  their  Angles  will  be  divi¬ 
ded  and  broke,  like  as  a  Drop  of  Water  falling 
from  fome  Height  on  an  Obitacle  flies  afunder  into 
many  fmaller  Drops.  As  a  great  many  of  thefe  an¬ 
gular  Divifions  of  an  Artery  may  be  retained  in  a 
very  fmall  Compafs  or  Point,  it  follows  that  the 
Blood  may  be  divided  into  above  a  thoufand  leffer 

Par- 
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Particles  merely  in  one  arterial  Spot  or  Bunch  thus 
formed,  than  it  would  by  palling  on  in  the  fame 
VefTel  continued  at  length.  Thus  it  is  that  the 
Parts  of  the  Blood  are  prepared  for  Secretion  in  the 
Glands,  and  divided  to  enter  the  fecerning  Orifices ; 
and  from  the  frequent  Incurfions,  its  Parts  will  alfo 
acquire  a  rotatory  Motion,  like  the  Blood  in  the 
vaicular  Plexus  of  the  Lungs,  §.  200.  ’Tis  alfo 
by  thefe  Anaflomofes,  that  when  Particles  of  the 
Blood  cannot  go  on  freely,  becaufe  of  fome  Ob- 
ftacle  or  Obftrudtion ,  they  return  back  in  the 
fame  Artery  to  the  firfb  Inofculation,  and  go  on 
laterally  another  way  without  any  Impediment. 
This  was  firfb  obferved  by  Lewenhoec  in  a  Bat,  and 
after  him  by  others  in  Quadrupeds ;  and  I  have  my~ 
felf  obferved  the  fame  in  Men  when  they  have  turn¬ 
ed  pale  with  a  fudden  Fright. 

5  The  elegant  Figures  and  Preparations  of 
Kuyfch  Sufficiently  demonftrate  that  there  are  not 
two  Arteries  diftributed  alike  throughout  the  whole 
Body ;  for  fome  run  parallel,  others  in  Arches, 
fome  in  Heaps  or  Convolutions,  and  others  in 
Webs  or  Plexus’s ;  fome  are  diipofed  in  Bunches 
like  Pencil  Brulhes,  &c. 

§.  244.  Therefore  the  arterial  Blood  being 
propell’d  to  the  Glands  buffers  there  a  great 
Agitation,  Repulfion  *,  Compreffion,  its  Parts 
are  both  preffed  laterally  and  againft  the  Sides 
of  each  other,  their  Contadbs  are  continually 
changing,  and  they  are  forced  every  way,  and 
prefented  to  every  individual  Point  of  their- 
containing  Veffels  2,  whence  a  perpetual  Rota¬ 
tion  and  oppofite  3  Preffure  of  every  Particle, 
by  which  they  will  recede  laterally  and  run; 
into  the  Branches,  fo  as  to  be  divided  or  atte- 
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nuated,  ground  together,  compacted,  polifh- 
ed ,  mixed ,  kept  fluid  4,  and  finally  fecre - 
ted  5. 

1  The  Blood  preflfed  into  the  Artery  by  the  Force 
of  the  Heart  will  be  repell’d  and  refilled  by  the 
preceding  Blood,  which  muft  firft  be  urged  for¬ 
ward  before  the  other  can  fucceed;  the  propell’d 
Blood  will  alfo  be  repreflfed  or  reacted  on  by  the 
Sides  of  the  Artery  it  dilated  ;  whence  every  Par¬ 
ticle  of  the  Blood  will  be  prefled  in  all  Directions 
againft  thofe  in  contact,  and  will  not  have  any  fin-? 
gle  Point  unrefifted. 

a  The  fmaller  the  VefTels  the  more  of  the  Parti¬ 
cles  of  the  Blood  will  be  impelPd  againft  their  Sides, 
(§.  213, 215.) 

3  There  is  a  threefold  Preflfure  upon  every  Par¬ 
ticle  ;  (1.)  from  the  Heart,  which  urges  the  Blood 
forwards;  (2.)  the  Reaction  of  the  Globules  of 
the  preceding  Blood  prefling  back  upon  that  which 
follows  ;  (3.)  the  lateral  Preflfure  from  the  Arte¬ 
ries  acting  perpendicular  to  their  Axis,  and  oppo- 
fite  to  the  two  former. 

4  No  Part  of  the  Body  is  fooner  or  more  eafily 
obftructed  than  the  conglobate  Glands  ;  even  a- 
mong  ten  Perfons  who  expire  of  chronical  Difeafes, 
one  may  fafely  venture  to  affirm  that  nine  of  them 
will  be  found  to  have  an  Obftruction  in  the  lym¬ 
phatic  Glands,  either  of  the  Mefentery,  Neck, 
Throat,  or  fome  other  Parts  of  the  Body. 

5  Of  thefe  fecerned  Particles  there  are  two 

* 

Kinds ;  fome  of  which  are  of  the  fmalleft  Size  in 
the  Blood,  palling  out  of  a  larger  into  fmaller 
VefTels  and  others  which  will  be  protruded  by  the 
Arteries  into  fome  common  Cavity  or  Recep¬ 
tacle, 


§.  245, 
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§.  245.  Now  every  arterial  Branch  arifing 
from  a  Trunk  is  found  to  be  J mailer  1  than  its 
Trunk  in  the  larger  Arteries,  and  therefore 
we  may  conclude  it  is  fo  with  fmaller ;  whence 
the  fmalleft  or  ultimate  Branches  will  be  alfo 
lefs  than  their  ultimate  Trunks:  Therefore 
the  ultimate  fanguiferous  Arteries  will  trans¬ 
mit  the  thicker  Parts  of  the  Blood  into  the  in¬ 
cipient  fanguiferous  Veins,  while  their  fmaller 
Branches  receive  the  more  thin,  fluid,  and 
pellucid  Parts  of  the  Blood,  lefs  than  the  Di¬ 
ameters  of  their  Orifices,  into  which  they  will 
be  prefled  by  a  confiderable  oppofite  or  oblique 
Force. 

1  Every  Artery  in  the  human  Body  is  larger  than 
any  Branch  that  it  emits,  as  we  are  allured  by  our 
Senfes,  fo  long  as  the  Eye  or  Microfcope  can  trace 
them  j  and  it  is  doubtlefs  the  fame  in  thofe  exceed¬ 
ing  fmall  Arteries  whofe  Minutenefs  and  Pelluci- 
dity  conceal  them  from  the  Eye,  both  naked  or 
armed.  But  the  Particles  of  the  contained  Fluid 
will  be  always  in  Proportion  to  the  Diameter  of 
their  Canals ;  fo  that  if  a  fmall  Artery  admitting 
only  Angle  red  Globules  is  ramified,  all  its  Bran¬ 
ches  will  be  lefs  than  thofe  Globules,  which  they 
therefore  will  not  receive  *,  but  they  will  admit 
thofe  Parts  of  the  Blood  which  are  lefs  than  the  red 
Globules,  or  which  are  proportionable  to  their  Di¬ 
ameters,  while  the  larger  red  Particles  will  pafs  on 
into  the  red  or  fanguiferous  Vein.  But  the  next 
Idler  Parts  of  the  Blood  to  the  red  Globules  are 
the  yellow ferous  ones  {per  §.  226.),  and  therefore 
the  lateral  Branches  of  the  fmalleft  fanguiferous  Ar¬ 
teries 
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teries  will  be  fill’d  with  ferous  Globules,  and  con- 
ftitute  a  fecond  Order  of  Veffels,  viz.  ferous  ones. 
That  there  are  fuch  ferous  Veffels  is  proved  by 
the  Microfcope,  Injections,  and  to  the  naked  Eye 
in  an  Opthalmia,  where  the  Cruor  is  forced  into 
the  ferous  Veffels  of  the  Sclerotica.  But  thefe  fe¬ 
rous  Arteries  again  dividing  into  fmaller  Branches 
like  the  fanguiferous,  will  at  laft  fend  out  Branches 
of  lefs  Diameters  than  their  yellow  ferous  Glo¬ 
bules,  and  thefe  Branches  will  therefore  be  fill’d 
with  the  lymphatic  Globules,  which  are  the  next 
lefs  in  Size  to  the  yellow  ferous  ones,  and  consti¬ 
tute  a  Set  of  Arteries  of  the  third  Order,  termed 
lymphatic  Arteries,  fuch  as  furnifh  the  aqueous. 
Humours  of  the  Eyes,  which  Humours  are  abforb- 
ed  or  returned  again  to  the  Blood  by  ferous  or  lym¬ 
phatic  Veins.  Hence  then,  the  fanguiferous  Ar¬ 
teries  will  carry  all  the  Parts  of  the  Blood,  the  fe¬ 
rous  Arteries  will  convey  all  but  the  red  Globules, 
and  the  Lymphatics  all  but  the  red  and  yellow  Glo¬ 
bules,  &V.  and  thus  probably  is  the  Succeffion  of 
Veffels  and  Humours  continued,  till  the  ultimate  or 
laft  Series  of  the  fmalleft  Veftels  convey  only  the 
moft  fubtile  Juices  in  the  Body.  We  are  fufficient- 
ly  convinced  that  there  are  Humours  much  more 
fubtile  than  the  Lymph,  fuch  as  the  exhaling  Va¬ 
pours  which  do  not  become  vifible  unlefs  conden- 
fed  by  the  Cold  upon  a  Glafs,  &c.  to  which  we 
may  add  the  natural  Sweat  or  perfpirable  Matter 
which  conftantly  exhales  from  the  Body,  and  will 
obfcure  a  Looking-glafs  held  at  fome  Diftance, 
but  quickly  evaporates  again  from  the  Glafs  with¬ 
out  leaving  any  Spot  or  Refiduum  ;  whereas  the 
Sweat  that  is  forced  or  arifes  by  Exercife,  &c.  is 
fo  vifcid  that  it  can  fcarcely  be  wiped  off  from  the 
Glafs,  and  leaves  permanent  yellow  Spots  behind 
it.  Since  therefore  we  are  thus  convinced  that  there 
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are  Liquors  in  the  Body  more  fubtile  than  the 
Lymph,  we  may  reft  equally  fatisfied  that  there  are 
alio  fmaller  Arteries  which  convey  them,  and 
which  arife  from  the  lymphatic  Arteries  in  the  fame 
manner  as  they  arife  from  the  ferous,  and  the  fe- 
roys  from  the  fanguiferous. 

§.  246.  But  the  more  fubtile  Juice  which 
thus  paffes  from  the  fanguiferous  into  the 
fmaller  Veffels  is  no  longer  Blood  but  a  diffe¬ 
rent  1  Humour,  turning  either  to  Sweat  2,  the 
Matter  of  the  Pores  3,  Perfpiration  4,  Pears  5, 
Ear-wax  6,  a  Jebaceous  Matter  7  betwixt  Fat 
and  Wax,  Mucus  8,  Saliva,  Sputum  9,  Lini¬ 
ment  10  or  Mucilage,  Lymph,  Serum,  Bile 11 , 
Semen  12,  Oil  *3,  Milk  *4,  Fat  J5,  &c.16 
whence  thefe  ultimate  Branches  are  no  longer 
call’d  Arteries,  but  are  denominated  from  their 
refpedtive  Juices,  notwithftanding  they  retain 
the  Properties  or  Affedtions  of  Arteries,  divi¬ 
ding  into  leffer  Branches,  and  uniting  with 
correfponding  Veins :  Hence  the  Arteries  and 
Veins  are  not  only  fanguiferous  but  alfo  fe¬ 
rous  x7,  ladteal,  lymphatic,  carrying  Oil, 
Water,  Spirits,  &c.  nor  can  we  tell  where 
this  Progreffion,  or  Divifion  of  the  Veffels  into 
leffer  Series,  terminates  1 8  ;  but  we  are  from 
hence  at  leaft  acquainted  with  the  Origin,  Pro- 
grefs,  Termination,  and  Office  of  the  lym¬ 
phatic  Veffels ;  and  that  there  are  not  only 
Veins  l9  fo  call’d,  furnifhed  with  Valves,  and 
confpicuous.  to  the  naked  Eye,  but  alfo  Arte¬ 
ries  of  that  Name,  defdtute  of  Valves,  and 
render’d  invifible  by  their  Minutenefs  and  Pel- 

lucidity, 
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lucidity,  as  we  are  affured  from  the  Ruyjchian 
Art  of  injecting. 

1  Different  from  the  Blood  at  its  very  firft  Secre¬ 
tion  therefrom,  and  differing  from  its  own  firft 
State  by  ftagnating  and  exhaling  its  more  fubtile 
Particles. 

a  This  Humour  is  of  three  Kinds,  either  (i.) 
from  the  glandular  Follicles  of  the  Skin,  which  is 
oily*,  (2.)  from  the  exhaling  Arteries,  without 
Violence,  which  is  thin  and  aqueous;  and  (3.) 
from  the  fame  Veffels  forcibly  diftended,  which  is 
thick  and  ferous,  per  §.  424.  Sometimes  we  fweat 
out  a  mere  Oil  through  the  Pores  of  our  Skin  *,  and 
after  violent  Exercife  our  Linen  is  fliff,  and  ftained 
yellow  by  the  Serum,  which  has  been  fometimes 
follow’d  with  Blood.  Dr.  Sydenham  obferves  in 
the  Plague,  that  a  flight  Sweat  proves  of  no  Ser¬ 
vice  ;  but  that  a  clammy  Sweat  holding  for  four 
and  twenty  Hours  expells  all  the  Contagion.  In 
pulmonary  Confumptions  we  alfo  frequently  meet 
with  clammy  Sweats,  which  very  much  refemble 
the  Serum  of  the  Blood. 

3  I  myfelf  feem  to  have  been  the  Perfon  whQ 
firft  remarked  this  oily  Matter  of  the  Pores.  ’Tis 
naturally  a  thin  oily  Liquor  flowing  from  Ample 
Glands  or  Cryptne  under  the  Skin,  through  Pores 
of  the  Cuticle  which  are  large  enough  to  admit  the 
Point  of  a  fmall  Needle  without  making  any 
Wound.  It  ferves  to  keep  the  Skin  foft  and 
fmooth,  and  appears  like  an  oily  Dew  upon  a 
Looking-glafs,  as  Lewenhoec  obferves.  With  this 
oily  and  watery  Liniment  a  healthy  Man’s  Face  is 
fmeered  all  over  in  a  Morning  when  he  wakes. 
When  this  oily  Liniment  is  totally  abfterged  from 
the  Skin,  as  in  the  Hands  of  a  Wafher- woman,  it 
cannot  then  feel  the  fofteft  Body  without  Uneafu 
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nefs.  When  this  has  been  preternaturally  conden- 
fed  and  infpiffated,  it  is  often  expreffed  from  the 
cutaneous  Pores  under  the  Form  and  falfe  Denomi¬ 
nation  of  Vermicles ;  and  after  it  has  been  ob- 
flrudled  and  retained  by  the  Cold,  it  occafions  an 
itching  with  Puftules,  if  not  diffolved  and  dis¬ 
charged  by  Heat.  Ruyfch  chufes  to  call  the  Fol¬ 
licles  of  the  Matter  in  the  Skin  rather  by  the  Name 
of  Cryptae  than  Glands  ;  and  has  found  that  his 
ceraceous  Injedlion  tranfudes  into  them  from  the 
cutaneous  VefTels.  ’Tis  a  thin  Liquor  at  its  firft 
Secretion,  but  after  {landing  a  Week  or  a  Fort- 
flight  in  the  Pores  and  Cryptae  it  becomes  infpiffa- 
ted  like  a  foft  Wax  or  Pafle  in  Form  of  a  little 
Maggot*,  and  from  this  Spring  arifes  many  cutane¬ 
ous  Diforders. 

4  The  fubtile  Fumes  or  Vapours  of  Sanftorius 
which  exhale  from  the  invifible  Pores  of  the  Skin, 
and  which  being  obflrudled  by  the  Cold,  elevate 
the  Cuticle  into  little  Tubercles  like  the  Skin  of  a 
Goofe  ;  the  fame  being  condenfed  on  the  Sides  of 
a  cold  Glafs  turn  to  a  brackifh  and  limpid  Water 
without  any  Oih  and  the  Vapours  of  this  fort 
which  are  condenfed  on  the  Sides  of  a  Looking- 
glafs  in  the  Winter  time  totally  evaporate  with¬ 
out  leaving  any  Spot  or  Refiduum.  Befides  thefe, 
there  are  other  perfpirable  Vapours  exhaled  inter¬ 
nally  in  the  Mouth,  Fauces  Gula,  Stomach,  Inte- 
flines,  Bladder,  Thorax,  Abdomen,  Meninges  of 
the  Brain,  in  which  is  conflantly  an  aqueous  Moi- 
flure,  very  different  from  the  Serum  and  Lymph, 
and  in  fuch  a  Quantity  as  to  be  viable,  whereas 
the  external  perfpirable  Matter  hardly  runs  into  a 
fenfible  Moiflure.  Fid.  §.  81. 

*  A  Humour  altogether  fmgular,  brackifh,  and 
much  more  faline  than  the  Saliva  *,  being  inter¬ 
mix’d  with  the  febaceous  Pafle  from  the  Glands  of 

Mei- 
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Meibomius ,  it  forms  a  third  Liquor,  which  con¬ 
cretes  into  Scales  or  Lamellae  by  Heat,  and  by  an 
Evaporation  of  its  more  fluid  Parts  frequently  ac¬ 
quires  a  flony  Conflflence,  and  hardens  into  a  real 
Stone ;  which  is  a  manifefl  Sign  how  much  the 
Humours  may  be  changed  from  their  natural  State 
in  which  they  were  fecreted.  This  Humour  is  fe- 
parated  in  the  Glandula  lnnominata  of  Galeny  and 
convey’d  to  the  Eye  by  the  Dudls  of  Meibomius , 
to  keep  its  Tunics  moift,  bright,  and  flippery. 

6  This  is  fecerned  in  a  fluid  State  like  Oil  of  Al¬ 
monds,  and  ferves  to  lubricate  the  very  fenfible 
Membranes  of  the  Tympanum  and  Meatus  Audi- 
torius;  but  by  Contact  with  the  Air  it  becomes 
thicker,  bitterer,  and  of  a  yellow  Colour  *,  as  all 
oily  Subftances  do  by  heat  and  {landing,  not  ex¬ 
cepting  Cream  itfelf.  A  Humour  that  very 
much  refembles  this  is  feparated  in  the  Follicles  of 
the  Gall-bladder. 

7  Which  is  now  call’d,  almofl  by  univerfal 
Confent  of  Anatomifls,  the  febaceous  Matter :  It 
is  thicker  than  the  oily  Matter  of  the  other  Pores, 
and  may  be  eafily  prefled  out  of  its  Cells  in  the 
Skin  behind  the  Ears,  upon  the  Nofe,  about  the 
Nipples,  Arm-pits,  Nates,  Pudenda,  and  fuch  o- 
ther  Parts  of  the  Skin,  whofe  greater  Attrition  re¬ 
quires  fuch  a  Liniment. 

8  The  Mucus  becoming  infpiflated  by  (landing 
and  exhaling  its  more  aqueous  Parts,  appears  thick¬ 
er  than  the  Blood  itfelf,  but  in  its  Hrft  Secretion  it 
is  as  fluid  as  the  Tears  :  It  defends  the  membra¬ 
nous  Expanfions  of  the  olfadtory  Nerves  within  the 
Nofe  from  being  injured  by  any  acrid  Particles 
drawn  in  with  the  Air,  keeping  them  moift  and 
fit  for  Sen fation. 

9  .Which  is  of  three  Kinds  *,  (i.)  the  Saliva, 
very  fluid  and  ufeful  in  Digeftion  (§.  68.);  (2.) 

the 
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the  thick  Sordes  of  the  Uvula  Fauces  and  Parts 
adjacent,  which  are  indeed  thin  and  watery  at  firlt, 
but  become  very  tough  and  vitrious  in  one  Night’s 
time,  by  the  Air;  (3.)  the  Mucus  or  Phlegm 
from  the  Cryptae  of  the  Larynx  and  Trachea,  by 
which  the  very  fenfible  Membranes  of  thofe  Parts 
are  defended  from  the  Air  and  its  Contents  (per 

§•  195-)-  '  .  *  . 

10  An  infipid  Mucilage  refembling  the  White  of 

an  Egg,  like  which  it  hardens  with  Acids  and  Al¬ 
cohol;  feparated'in  the  Glands  of  the  Joints  and 
Capfules  of  the  Tendons,  obferved  by  Havers  and 
Douglas ;  and  ferving  to  abate  the  Fridion  of  the 
Cartilages  on  the  Heads  of  the  Bones  in  each 
Joint. 

11  Even  this  is  vaflly  more  fluid  at  its  firlt  Se¬ 
cretion  in  the  Liver,  than  when  it  appears  in  com¬ 
mon  Duds,  where  it  mixes  with  the  Cyftic  Bile. 
§.  88. 

11  Every  Body  has  a  kind  of  Semen  for  the  Pro- 
dudion  of  its  Species ;  I  cannot,  for  my  own  part, 
except  even  Gold  and  Stones.  The  Seeds  of  Ve¬ 
getables  apparently  contain  the  Body  and  Fabric  of 
the  Plant ;  and  though  the  Semen  Mafculinum  is 
fluid,  it  may  even  under  that  Form  contain  an  or¬ 
gan  i  fed  Strudure,  though  invifible. 

13  This  Oil  is  frequently  obferved  circulating 
with  the  Blood  in  its  Veflels,  and  is  fecerned 
throughout  the  whole  Texture  of  the  Bones,  infi- 
nuating  betwixt  their  Lamellae,  and  rendring  them 
fmooth  and  pliable  ;  and  particularly  it  is  depofi- 
ted  in  the  very  fine  cellular  Membrane  within  the 
Cavities  of  the  Bones  where  it  acquires  the  Name  of 
Medulla. 

14  Which  circulates  along  with  the  Blood,  and 
is  frequently  difcharged  with  it  by  Phlebotomy. 


This 
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tr  This  is  fecerned  and  depofited  in  the  Cavities 
of  the  cellular  Membrane,  which  inveds  all  the 
Mufcles  and  every  individual  Fibre  of  them  ;  be¬ 
ing  originally  fluid  and  foft,  it  by  degrees  thickens, 
and  only  by  (landing  in  the  Air  becomes  a  hard 
Fat  or  Sewet. 

16  For  befides  thofe  Humours  which  come  un¬ 
der  the  Cognifance  of  our  Senfes,  there  are  many 
much  more  fubtile,  whofe  Nature  our  Organs  are 
not  acute  enough  to  dete£l  and  follow. 

11  The  larged  of  the  (mailer  Arteries  are  fan- 
guiferous,  which  before  they  open  into  their  corre- 
fponding  fanguiferous  Veins,  fend  off  idler  Arteries 
from  their  Sides,  which  receive  the  yellow  Serum 
{per  §.  245.).  In  the  fame  manner  the  ferous 
Arteries  fend  out  laterally  fome  fmaller  lymphatic 
ones  before  they  become  Veins;  and  thofe  lym¬ 
phatic  Arteries  will  detach  a  third  Series  dill  lefs, 
and  fo  on  with  the  feveral  fmaller  Series,  till  they 
terminate  in  the  ultimate  or  very  (mailed  Series  of 
Veflels  in  the  whole  Body  call’d  Nerves,  many  of 
which  exhale  their  very  thin  Fluid  in  an  infenfible 
Vapour  through  the  Cuticle  all  over  the  Body. 

*8  No  Mathematician  will  aflert  that  Matter  is 
not  infinitely  divifible  *,  at  lead  it  cannot  be  prov’d 
abfurd  :  Confider  what  Lewenlooec  affirms  of  the  Se¬ 
men  Afelli  (or  the  Infedl  call’d  a  Cheflop)  which 
he  makes  equal  in  diameter  to  a  Sphere  ,  the 
216,000th  Part  of  the  Thicknefs  of  a  Hair.  But 
Mathematicians  demondrate,  that  the  (mailed  Par¬ 
ticle  of  Matter  may  have  as  many  Divifions  as  the 
larged  *,  the  (mailed  Spherule  in  the  Univerfe  has 
its  Hemifpheres,  North  and  South  Poles  and  E- 
quator  :  Whence  F.  Malebranch  infers,  that  the 
whole  Syfiem  of  the  World,  as  large  as  it  extends, 
may  be  comprifed  in  a  Angle  Point. 
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10  The  lymphatic  Veflels,  or  Veins  of  the  fe- 
cond  Order,  all  difcharge  themfelves  into  a  com- 
mon  Trunk  or  Cava,  the  thoracic  Dud  (§.  129.) 
which  receives  the  more  fubtile  Juices  of  all  the 
redudory  Veflels,  and  returns  them  into  the  venal 
Blood  ;  except  thole  Lymphatics  which  open  im¬ 
mediately  into  the  fanguiferous  Veins.  But  ’tis 
reafonable  to  think  that  thefe  lymphatic  Veins  are 
formed  not  all  at  once  immediately,  but  by  the 
Union  of  the  feveral  fmaller  Orders  into  others 
larger,  which  at  length  form  conliderable  Branches, 
all  opening  into  the  common  Trunk  of  the  lym¬ 
phatic  Cava,  the  thoracic  Dud ;  and  therefore  the 
Lymphatics  return  all  the  thinner  Juices  into  the 
thicker  venal  Blood;  both  Chyle,  Lymph,  Se¬ 
rum,  Vapours,  &c. 

§.  247.  But  then  fome  of  the  Branches  of' 
the  forementioned  fmaller  Arteries  (§.  245  and 
246.),  being  no  farther  ramified,  but  continued 
ftrait  into  the  Very  thin  Membrane,  which 
conftitutes  the  glandular  Follicles  *,  do  at  laft 
open  themfelves  and  difcharge  their  Humours 
into  the  common  Cavity  of  thole  Follicles  or 
Cells  formed  by  the  faid  Membrane,  in  which 
the  Humour  is  therefore  colleded,  retained, 
and  formed  into  glandular  Lymph  2. 

1  The  Circles  of  the  lateral  arterial  Branches 
!  open  into  the  Cells  or  Cavities  of  the  lymphatic 
!  Glands,  into  which  they  depofit  their  contained 
1  Humours  •,  and  if  you  prefs  fuch  an  arterial  open- 
i  ing  or  moft  fimple  Gland,  there  comes  out  firft  a 
!  foft  Subfiance  like  Pafte,  fhaped  like  a  Vermicle, 

|  anjl  upon  a  flronger  Prdfure  there  follows  a  Drop 
]  a  limpid  Water.  Frier  us  having  cut  open  and 

CF  cleanfed 
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cleanfed  a  Glandule,  obferved,  by  die  Help  of  a* 
Mignifier,  that  the  whole  Circumference  of  the 
follicular  Membrane,  was  befet  with  fmall  lympjd 
Drops  fweating  out.  But  you  will  obferve  this; 
glandular  Fabric  in  no  Part  more  apparently  than 
in  the  Kidneys,  in  which  the  arterial  Extremities 
terminate  in  rebtilinear  Tubes,  many  of  which- 
conjoin  into  the  Papillae  of  Euftachius ,  which  re¬ 
ceive  the  Urine  from  the  Arteries,  and  depofit  the 
fame  into  the  common  Cavity  of  the  Pelvis,  in 
which  that  Excrement  is  collected  and  retained*. 
Such  fimple  Glands,  or  fecretory  Tubes  and  Cells, 
continued  to  the  Arteries,  have  been  difcover’d  in 
a  great  many  Parts  of  the  Body  by  Ruyfch,  who 
having  happily  injebted  the  Skin,  found  even  i w 
that,  after  removing  the  Cuticle,  a  Set  of  Cavi¬ 
ties  or  Cells  fill’d  the  Injection  in  the  Form  of  lit¬ 
tle  Worms. 

1  Here  we  meet  with  a  Subject  much  controvert¬ 
ed  betwixt  Ruyfch  and  Malpighi,  viz.  whether  all v 
the  Lymph  pafies  from  the  fecretory  V  efiels  imme¬ 
diately,  or  whether  it  is  firft  retained  or  collebted: 
in  fome  Cavities  of  the  Glands,  and  from  thence- 
difcharged  by  the  emiffary  Tube,  which  we  cal  P 
an  excretory  Dubh  It  may  be  faid  for  Malpighi ^ 
that  the  Glands  fwell  in  many  Diforders  from  an 
Obflrubfion  of  their  excretory  Dubfs,  while  the  ar¬ 
terial  Juices  having  a  free  Ingrefs,  diftend  the 
glandular  Cells  into  Hydatids,  or  little  round  /Ve¬ 
hicles  fill’d  with  the  accumulated  Lymph.  To  this- 
Bellini  adds,  that  intermediate  Follicles  receiving, 
the  fecerned  Juices,  are  evident  in  the  Fat  or  cel¬ 
lular  Membrane  ;  in  the  Kidney,  where  the  Pelvis  > 
is  the  common  Follicle  or  Receptacle  of  the  Urine 
from  the  lecretory  Dubfs ;  and  laftly  in  the  Liver,.,  i 
where  the  Bile  is  received  by  the  Dubfs  and  con¬ 
vey’d  to  the  Veficula  Feliis,  Ruyfch  on  the  other 
'  handi 
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hand  oppofes  the  Arguments  of  his  Adverfaries  by 
Preparations,  in  which  he  thinks  it  very  apparent, 
that  his  ceraceous  Inje&ion  paffes  dire£lly  from  the 
Artery  into  the  excretory  Duel,  without  entering 
into  any  intermediate  Cells  or  Follicles  in  its  way  $ 
For  example,  in  the  Kidneys  you  may  eafiy  trace 
the  Inje&ion  from  the  fanguiferous  Arteries  into 
their  excretory  Du<fl  the  Ureter.  But  we  may  a- 
gain  anfwer  that  his  Inje&ion  fills  only  the  larger 
Veffels,  comprefling  the  fmaller ,  and  therefore 
fhews  us  the  Fabric  of  the  Glands  and  Vifcera  but 
in  part, 

§.248.  It  is  alfo  probable  that  the  Nerves 
of  the  Glands,  dividing  and  opening  into  ’em 
like  their  Veffels,  difeharge  and  mix  their 
fubtile  Juice  with  the  contained  Lymph  (§6 
247),  which  by  this  means  acquires,  in  fome 
meafurej  the  Nature  of  the  nervous  Juice. 

§.  249.  But  there  are  fome  of  the  lympha¬ 
tic  Arteries  *  (§.  246.),  which  difeharge  their 
Lymph  1  immediately  into  the  valvular  Veins 
of  that  Name;  and  this  we  call  vafcular 
Lymph  3,  which  is  frequently  carried  by  thofe 
Veins  to  the  faid  Glands,  and  in  a  particular 
manner  difeharged  into  their  Follicles  or  Cells, 
where  mixing  with  the  glandular  Lymph  and 
nervous  Juice,  they  return  all  together  in  a 
mixt  and  fubtilifed  State.  Upon  opening  the 
Abdomen  of  a  living  Animal  in  Health,  the 
Lymph  flows  fwiftly  towards  the  Receptacu- 
lum  from  all  the  abdominal  Vifcera ;  which 
it  alfo  does  even  after  Death,  as  we  are  affured 
from  wounding  the  Lymphatics,  which  are 

Q^2  in 
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in  this  Adtion  contracted  by  the  Cold,  fuper- 
vening  Death. 

1  ’Tis  not  at  all  furprifing  that  thefe  Arteries 
are  not  v ifible »  for  the  fmalleft  languiferous  ones 
are  not  fo  without  a  Microfcope :  But  the  largeft 
ferous  Artery  muft  be,  at  its  Origin,  fix  times 
fmaller  than  a  red  Globule  or  its  containing  Arte¬ 
ry,  from  whence  the  ferous  ones  continually  leflen 
as  they  go.  Add  to  this  that  the  T unics  of  the 
fmall  languiferous  Arteries  are  much  thicker  than 
thofe  of  the  ferous  and  lymphatics  ;  and  then  the 
firft  convey  a  red  opaque  Fluid,  and  the  others  a 
pellucid  or  limpid  Juice,  whence  it  is  no  won¬ 
der  they  efcape  the  Sight,  even  armed  *with  a  Mag¬ 
nifier.  From  thefe  Conditions  we  Ihould  not  be 
able  to  obferve  the  lymphatic  Veins,  which  are  fo 
vaftly  much  larger  than  their  Arteries,  if  they  had 
not  Valves. 

a  Which ,  together  with  the  Blood,  are  the 
only  Humours  which  concrete  or  harden;  the 
Lymph  containing  all  the  Parts  of  the  Blood  ex¬ 
cept  the  red  Globules. 

3  We  may  reafonably  fuppofe  that  the  return¬ 
ing  nervous  Juice  conduces  much  to  the  Compo-* 
fition  of  this  Lymph  ( per  292.)  ;  for  the  eva- 
nefeent  Nerves  terminating  with  the  fmalleft:  lym¬ 
phatic  Arteries  compofe  lymphatic  Veins,  which 
are  the  very  fmalleft  that  return  Lymph,  and  thefe 
Veins  uniting  into  larger  Series  of  nervous  Veins, 
will  at  laft  conftitute  an  ordinary  or  common  lym¬ 
phatic  Vein,  fizable  to  the  Number  of  fmaller  Veins 
from  whence  it  arifes.  This  vafcular  Lymph  is 
therefore  different  from  that  of  the  Glands,  being 
thicker  and  continually  in  a  Circulation. 

4  This  vafcular  Lymph  is  returned  to  the 
Glands,  after  it  has  been  fecernedand  convey’d  out 

of 
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of  the  fmaller  into  the  larger  lymphatic  V eins,  ha¬ 
ving  Valves,  which  is  the  Opinion  of  Nucke,  and 
confirmed  by  Malpighi :  So  that  the  vafcular 
Lymph  returns  to  the  Glands  in  the  fame  manner 
as  the  Chyle  pafTes  to  them  from  the  Inteftines,  by 
the  LaCteals  of  the  Mefentery. 

§.  250.  This  compound  lymphatic  Hu¬ 
mour  is  in  the  next  place  propelTd  through 
thofe  fmall  redudlory  lymphatic  Veins  (§. 
249.),  to  other  Glands  of  the  fame  Nature 
for  the  fame  Purpofes  (§.  249.)  and  this  partly 
by  the  Contraction  of  their  own  fibrous  1  Mem¬ 
branes  with  the  Preffure  of  the  MuJ'cles  2 3,  and 
partly  by  the  Pulfations  of  the  adjacent  Arte¬ 
ries  3 :  From  thefe  laft  Glands  it  again  pafTes 
to  the  Receptacle  at  the  Loins,  and  thence  by 
the  thoracic  DuCt  into  the  fanguiferous  Veins  4. 
And  thefe  feem  to  be  the  conglobate  Glands  5 
of  the  whole  Body. 

1  Notwithftanding  thefe  Membranes  appear  fo 
very  thin  in  the  lymphatic  Veffels,  we  find  they 
are  pretty  flrong,  and  exert  a  confiderable  con¬ 
tractile  Force. 

*  For  when  the  Mufcles  are  at  reft,,  the  thinner 
Juices,  and  efpecially  the  Lymph,  go  on  but  very 
flowlyj  whence  we  frequently  meet  with  Stagna¬ 
tions,  and  ObftruCtions  of  thatHumour,  forming 
a  dropfical  fwelling  of  the  Legs,  very  frequent  in 
thofe  who  lead  a  fedentary  Life,  or  who  fit  and 
ftand  much. 

3  The  fmaller  fanguiferous  Arteries  which  run 
parallel  to  the  Sides  of  the  fmaller  lymphatic  Veffels, 
m  the  fame  manner  as  the  large  red  Arteries  and 

Q*  3  Veins 
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Veins  ufually  accompany  each  other ;  or  as  the  larg^ 
eft  of  thefe  Lymphatics,  the  thoracic  Pud,  runs  by 
the  Side  of  the  Aorta. 

4  Either  into  the  Subclavian  Vein  by  the  tho¬ 
racic  Dud,  or  elfe  immediately  into  the  jugular 
Veins,  Emulgents,  or  the  Cava. 

*  Thefe  Glands  are  of  two  Kinds :  Some  very 
minute  which  feparate  the  Lymph  and  are  inviff* 
ble  (§.  247.);  others  which  are  large  and  confpi- 
cuous,  like  thofe  of  the  Mefentery,  which  firft  re* 
ceive  and  elaborate  the  Chyle  (§.  242,). 

§.  251.  But  in  other  Glands  the  fecerned 
Juices  are  difpofed  of  in  a  different  Manner, 
their  Follicles  (§.247.)  difcharging  each  their 
contained  Liquor,  by  their  Emiffaries,  into 
one  common  1  Cavity ;  as  in  the  Cells  of  the 
Bones,  Sinus  of  the  Os  Frontis,  Antra  of  the 
upper  Jaw,  Sinus's  of  the  Os  Sphenoides  under 
the  Sella  Turcica,  Meanders  of  the  Os  Spon- 
giofum  in  the  Nofe,  the  Cavities  of  the  Nor 
ftrils  and  Fauces,  with  the  Lacunae  of  the 
Tonfils ;  in  all  which  the  fecerned  Mucus  is 
depofited ,  accumulated  and  changed.  To 
thefe  we  may  add  the  mucous  Glands  of  the 
Mouth,  in  the  Back-part  of  the  Tongue, 
withoutfide  and  within  the  Epiglottis,  the  in¬ 
ternal  or  fenfitive  Parts  of  the  Nofe,  and  the 
internal  auditory  Paffages,  in  the  Fauces, 
Larynx,  Trachea,  Bronchia,  Oefophagus, 
Stomach,  Intefiines  2,  &c.  in  all  which  they 
tuay  be  termed  fimple  excretory  Glandules. 

?  The  Bones  of  the  Forehead  and  upper  Jaw  are 
in  the  Foetus  copapofed  of  folid  and  compad  La- 
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mellae,  without  any  Sinus’s  in  them ;  but  in  the 
new  born  Infant  their  bony  Plates  diverge  by  de¬ 
grees  from  each  other,  and  leave  fmall  Caverns, 
of  which  that  in  the  Os  Fronds  will  contain  about 
two  or  three  Drams  of  Liquor,  thofe  of  the  upper 
Jaw,  when  pretty  large,  will  hold  near  an  Ounce 
■of  Water  each,  and  that  in  the  Os  Sphenoides  will 
receive  a  large  Bean.  Thefe  Sinus’s  are  inverted 
Internally  with  one  continued  Membrane,  in  which 
the  Veffels  are  difpofed  in  a  particular  and  beautiful 
Order,  as  the  Injection  of  Rityfch  demon rtrates. 
But  the  whole  internal  Superficies  of  this  Mem¬ 
brane  is  not  only  fpread  with  Veffels,  but  alfo  eve¬ 
ry  where  befet  with  little  rough  Tubercles,  like 
Cmall  Grains  of  Millet-feed,  which  are  the  Cryp- 
tx  or  little  Cells,  upon  whofe  Convexity,  over- 
againft  their  emiffary  Dudts,  the  fmall  Arteries  are 
difpofed  and  fpent^  terminating  with  their  open 
Extremities  inferted  into  the  Cavity  of  each  Fol¬ 
licle,  like  Velvet  or  the  Down  of  a  Peach,  thro* 
which  pendulous  or  villous  Extremities  of  the  Ar- 
teriolae,  Ruyfcb  has  thrown  his  Injedlion  even  into 
the  Cavity  of  the  Follicle.  Through  thefe  villous 
Ducrts  of  the  Arteries  a  thin  and  aqueous  Moirture 
diftills  into  each  Follicle  where  it  is  retained  and 
infpiffated,  either  by  an  Exhalation  or  Abforption 
■of  the  more  fluid  Parts,  or  both,  whereby  the  Re¬ 
mainder  is  digefted  into  a  thick  Mucus,  differing 
In  Degrees  of  Confidence  in  different  Parts  ;  but 
fo  cohefive  in  a  robuft  and  healthy  Body  that  one 
Drop  will  not  fall  from  the  other,  as  Water  will. 
This  Mucus  draining  from  the  fmall  Apertures  of 
Its  Follicles,  lubricates  and  defends  the  very  fine  ol¬ 
factory  Nerves,  which  are  the  mort  naked  and  ex- 
pofed  of  any,  but  by  this  Defence  are  fecured  from 
the  Drynefs  of  the  Air,  and  the  Acrimony  of  its 
contained  Particles  :  But  when  this  Secretion  is  in- 

4  created* 
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created,  and  the  Abforption  of  its  more  aqueous 
Parts  impeded  by  the  Winter  cold,  it  diftills  in 
tnin,  wateiy,  and  cold  Drops  by  the  Noie,  eipe- 
cially  in  old  People.  This  feme  Strufture  is  alfo 
in  the  Folliculi  of  the  Fauces,  and  whole  alimen¬ 
tary  and  aerial  Tube  ;  and  in  the  Pack-part  of  the 
human  Tongue  they  appear  fo  numerous  and  ve¬ 
ry  confpicuous  to  the  naked  Eye,  after  cleaning  it, 
that  there  remains,not  the  leafl  Room  for  Scruples 
^  Don o^s,  nor  does  even  Ruyjcb ,  who  fo  ftrenu- 
oufly  argues  for  the  vafcular  Fabric,  refufe  to  ad¬ 
mit  thefe  Cryptte, 

Ail  this  that  has  been  laid  is  alfo.  applicable  to 

a  rrS!  7^^  ^ie  Inteftjnes,  which  have  the  fame 
Anectiops.  When  the  follicular  Secretion  is  au0^ 
memed  in  the  hs!ofe  and  Fauces,  it  produces  Ca¬ 
tarrhs  or  Defluxions  of  thofe  Parts  ;  in  the  La^ 
jyiiX,  Tiaciiea,  and  Bronchia,  it  produces  a  pufe 
mopary  Catarrh;  and,  in  like  manner,  a  Deflutfli- 
on  in  the  Inteftines,  £*,  From  the  Nofe  this  Mm 
cus  is  difcharged  by  fneezing  or  blowing,  from  the 
Fauces  by  fpitting,  from  the  Wind-pipe  by  cough-? 
mg,  and  fiom  the  Stomach,  a  like  vifeid  inodo-? 
rous  Fnlegm  is  difcharged  by  vomiting,  and  from 
*  e  nteftines  in  the  Depofitipn  of  their  Fasces, 


§.  252.  There  are  again  other  fueh  Folli¬ 
cles  or  Ample  excretory  Glands,  which,  ha¬ 
ving  the  fame  Mechanifm  (§.  251.),  difeharge 
their  contained  Humours  »  by  proper  Emifla- 
ries  opening  not  internally,  but  withoutfide 
the  Skin  ; ;  fuch  are  thofe  of  the  external  audi- 

Wxt  Aags>  the  Vernal  Sides  and  Tip  of 
the  Nofe  the  internal  Entrance  of  the  No, 

finis,  in  the  pace  and  Cheeks  ?,  Neck,  Arm- 
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pits,  Shoulder-blades,  round  the  Nipples  of 
the  Breads,  round  the  Navel,  Hips,  Nates, 
Anus,  Perineum,  Pubes  and  Mens  Veneris 
in  both  Sexes,  Scrotum,  Skin  of  the  Penis, 
Labia  Pudendi  in  Women ,  and  about  the 
Knees  5  to  which  modern  Anatomids  have 
given  the  Denomination  of  febaceous. 


x  We  before  laid  it  down  for  a  Rule,  that  eve¬ 
ry  Humour  is  thin  and  lympid  at  its  fird  Secretion  % 
nor  are  we  to  except  the  oily  Matter  which  Nature 
has  fupplied  to  the  Skin,  to  defend  it  from  the  In¬ 
juries  of  the  Air  and  the  Attrition  of  other  Bodies, 
This  oily  Matter,  originally  very  thin,  aqueous, 
and  fluid,  by  exhaling  its  more  volatile  Parts  be- 
comes  infpiflated,  and  of  the  Confidence  of  a  foft 
Pafte  or  Wax,  cal  l*d  by  Morgagni ,  and  other 
Italian  Anatomifts,  by  the  Name  of  febaceous  Mat¬ 
ter. 

j 

*  Infpedl  the  brown  and  dirty  Face  of  a  Coun¬ 
try-man,  Sailor,  CfV.  and  obferve  with  what  a 


vad  Number  of  large  Pores  the  Skin  is  perforated  ; 
each  of  which  has  its  Sphinfter  and  fubjacent  Cel{ 
or  Gallipot  full  of  oily  febaceous  Matter,  which 
ought  not  to  be  edeemed  a  Matter  coming  imme¬ 
diately  from  the  Arteries,  fince  it  is  collected  and 
changed  in  the  intermediate  Follicles.  From  thefe 
large  Pores  tranfudes  (either  by  the  Pleat  of  the 
Body,  of  the  Sun,  or  by  external  Prefiure)  a  fore 
of  Qintment  which  makes  the  Face  fhine,  and  up¬ 
on  wiping  it  off  on  a  dean  Cloth,  or  a  Piece  of 
writing  Paper,  it  appears  quite  oily.  By  danding 
Jong  in  its  Cells,  and  evaporating  its  more  fluid 
Parts,  it  becomes  fo  thick  that  you  may  prefs  it  out 
©f  the  Pores  in  little  round  Cylinders,  like  Mag-, 
goes  3  with  a  black  Head  or  dirty  End.  fts 
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great  Ufe  is  to  mollify  the  Cuticle,  and  difpofe 
the  fubjacent  Papillae  of  the  Skin  for  the  Senfe  of 
Feeling ;  for  when  this  Matter  has  been  totally  ab- 
flerged  from  the  FingePs  Ends  with  Soap  and  Wa¬ 
ter,  as  in  the  Hands  of  a  Wafher-woman,  we 
cannot  feel  even  the  fofteft  Body  without  Uneafi- 
nefs.  It  alfo  ferves  to  defend  the  Skin  from  de- 
flru£tive  Fri&ion  ;  in  the  fame  manner  as  Sailors 
rub  their  Hands  with  Tar  to  prevent  their  Exco¬ 
riation  when  they  let  Ropes  run  fwiftly  through 
them. 

§.253.  Hence  the  Humours  will  be  vari¬ 
ous  according  to  the  Diftance  of  the  Artery  * 
from  the  Heart,  its  Situation  2  with  refpeft  to 
the  Heart  and  the  Trunk  from  whence  it  ari- 
rifes,  its  different  Complications  5  and  Number 
of  Ramifications  before  it  terminates,  the  dif¬ 
ferent  V elocity  4  of  the  Blood  moving  through 
it,  the  Proportion  that  the  fingle  Branch  5 
bears  to  its  Trunk,  the  different  propelling 
Forces  6,  both  external  and  internal,  which 
difcharge  the  Humours,  the  different  Time 
of  its  Jlanding  7  in  the  common  Cavity  or  Re-, 
ceptacle,  and  the  various  Paflages  it  goes  thro’, 
from  thence  making  new  Changes,  with  the 
different  Degree  of  Abforption  or  Exhalation  * 
of  the  more  fluid  Parts  from  the  fecerned 
Juice  -y  all  thefe  Caufes,  I  fay,  concur  to  pro¬ 
duce  that  vaft  Variety  9  of  Humours  obferved 
in  the  feveral  Parts  of  the  Body,  from  that 
one  common  Mafs  the  Blood,  whofe  Particles 
are  thus  varioufly  forted,  feparated,  and  com-* 
bined  in  a  wonderful 1 0  manner. 
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1  ’Tis  eafy  to  conceive  that  the  Blood  which  is 
neareft  the  Heart  will  be  different  in  the  Motion 
and  Combination  of  its  Particles  from  that  which  is 
more  remote,  fince  the  laft  will  go  on  very  flow- 
Jy  and  retain  but  little  of  the  Force  which  the 
Heart  impreffed  on  it ;  for  to  produce  the  Force 
which  2  will  exert  at  the  Diftance  of  3  from  the 
fdeart,  will  require  the  Force  of  6  at  the  Diftance 
of  9. 

2  The  Angle  which  the  mammary  Artery  makes 
with  the  Subclavian  from  whence  it  arifes,  is  very 
different  from  the  Angle  formed  by  the  Carotid 
and  its  Trunk  :  And  the  Secretions  derived  from 
both  are  equally  different.  The  moft  folid,  denfe, 
and  fpherical  Parts  of  the  Blood  will  be  carried  in  a 
Diredion  neareft  to  that  of  a  right  Line ;  while 
the  other  Particles  will  recede  or  go  off  laterally  in 
various  Angles,  according  to  their  different  Solidi¬ 
ties,  whence  will  arife  a  great  Difference  in  the 
glandular  Secretions. 

5  Thefe  have  been  demonftrated  by  Ruyfch  to 
be  not  alike  in  any  two  Glands  (§.  143.  N°  3.); 
Thus  the  fmall  Arteriolse  of  the  pituitary  Mem¬ 
brane  are  ftrait,  in  the  Spleen  they  form  Penicilli 
or  Bunches  like  Pencil  Brufhes,  in  the  Kidneys  they 
take  a  ferpentine  or  vermicular  Courfe,  in  the  Lungs 
and  elfewhere  they  form  Plexus’s  or  Net- works, 
which  are  different  in  various  Parts,  &c.  Hence 
in  complicated  Arteries  the  Blood  will  dilate  them 
more,  as  ftriking  more  direCUy  or  perpendicularly 
againft  their  Sides ;  but  then  the  Blood  goes  on 
flower  in  fuch  becaufe  of  the  increafed  Fridfion, 
when  the  progreffive  Motion  being  diminilhed  At¬ 
traction  betwixt  the  Parts  will  then  take  place,  and 
they  will  combine  varioufly. 

4  The  Blood’s  Velocity  is  greateft  in  the  Heart 
find  Lungs,  and  then  in  the  Aorta  near  the  Heart, 

from 
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from  whence  the  Blood  gradually  moves  flower  as 
it  recedes  farther  from  the  Heart.  But  the  Blood’s' 
Fluidity  is  in  Proportion  to  its  Velocity;  for  by 
r eft  or  a  flow  Motion  it  becomes  thick,  but  by  a 
fwift  Circulation  it  diffolves,  and  becomes  more 
fluid:  Thence  Lewenhoec  obferved  the  Blood  moving 
much  fwifter  and  with  an  accelerated  Motion  in 
the  fmall  Veffels  near  the  Heart  at  each  Syftole ; 
but  in  the  Capillaries  of  the  Extremities  he  obfer¬ 
ved  the  Blood  to  move  with  an  uniform  and  equa¬ 
ble  Velocity. 

5  The  fmaller  the  Branch  is  with  refpe£t  to  its 
Trunk,  the  more  fluid  will  the  Liquor  be  which 
flows  into  it.  Some  have  only  regarded  this  Prin¬ 
ciple  in  accounting  for  the  Secretions  ;  but  the  dif¬ 
ferent  Diameters  of  the  fecretory  Orifices  will  not 
fuffice  alone. 

6  The  more  Liquor  there  is  excreted  from  any 
Gland,  the  more  there  is  fecerned  in  it,  and  the  Re- 
verfe;  whence  the  Secretions  will  vary  much  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Caufes  which  increafe  or  diminifh 
them.  If  a  Perfon  drinks  a  great  deal  of  fmall 
Beer,  he  foon  after  makes  a  great  deal  of  aqueous 
Urine,  and  then  fo me  time  afterwards  he  will  void 
a  lefs  Quantity  of  a  more  yellow  and  foetid  Urine  ; 
therefore  by  only  increafing  or  diminifhing  the  Im- 
pulfe  of  the  Blood  and  nervous  Juice,  the  fame 
Glands  will  vary  their  Secretion  both  in  Quantity 
and  Quality.  I  vifit  an  hypochondriacal  Patient 
who  makes  yellow  Urine  for  the  prefent,  but  upon 
hearing  fome  difagreeable  News,  a  fudden  Con- 
ftridtion  follows  in  the  Kidneys,  and  they  only  fe- 
cern  a  thin  pellucid  Water:  The  Blood  and  the 
Kidneys  are  ft  ill  the  fame,  only  the  Orifices  of  the 
fecretory  Tubuli  are  fo  contracted  by  the  Spafm  or 
convulfive  Motion  of  the  Nerve,  that  they  will 
only  admit  the  thin  and  aqueous  Parts ;  the  Nerves 
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in  the  Glands  have  therefore  a  great  Influence  and 
Concern  in  their  Secretions.  Some  Glands  are  in¬ 
deed  prefTed  and  urged  on  to  their  Secretions  by  the 
Protrufion  of  the  Arteries  only,  as  the  Brain,  Ce¬ 
rebellum,  and  fpinal  Medulla  \  and  others  are  in¬ 
fluenced  by  the  Preflure  of  the  adjacent  Mufcles  * 
In  the  firfb  therefore  the  Secretion  will  be  more 
flow  and  equable,  but  in  the  laft  more  accelerated 
and  unequal. 

1  If  the  Nofe  is  continually  blowed,  the  Mucus 
will  not  have  time  enough  allow’d  it  to  thicken, 
and  will  therefore  be  thin  and  fluid  ;  but  if  it 
Hands  all  Night  in  its  Receptacles,  it  will,  by 
Morning,  become  almoft  as  thick  as  Glew.  The 
Bile  of  the  Liver  is  thin  and  mild,  but  that  which 
has  flood  fome  time  in  the  Gall-bladder  is  more 
thick  and  bitter.  Even  the  Fat  is  a  thin  Oil  like 
Water  at  firft,  but  acquires  its  Confidence  by  flag- 
nating.  Hence,  how  eafily  may  we  account  for 
the  Vifcidity  of  many  Secretions  from-  a  Principle 
that  has  efcaped  mofl  who  have  treated  on  the  Sub¬ 
ject  ? 

8  The  Semen  in  the  Tefticle  is,  at  its  firft  Se¬ 
cretion,  as  thin  as  the  Tears,  but  in  the  Vas  Defe¬ 
rens  it  becomes  infpiffated  into  a  Gluten. 

9  It  cannot  be  properly  faid  that  thofe  Humours 
are,  as  fuch,  in  the  Blood,  becaufe  they  are  thence 
prepared  and  feparated  by  the  Glands ;  for  the 
Blood  contains  no  acrid  Bile,  vifcid  Mucus,  bitter 
Ear-wax,  nor  feminal  Animalcula,  &c.  but  yet 
it  contains  the  Matter  out  of  which  thofe,  and  all 
the  other  Humours  of  the  Body,  are  form’d  i 
which  common  Matter  of  the  Juices  is  convey’d 
from  the  Heart  by  the  Arteries  to  the  fecretory 
Organs,  but  does  not  arrive  there  in  the  State  we 
afterwards  obferve  when  it  has  palled  the  Secretion.. 
Nobody  will  allow  me  to  give  the  Name  of  Ale 

to 
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to  Barley,  becaufe  fuch  a  fermented  Liquor  is  pre¬ 
pared  from  it.  The  Liquor  carried  to  the  Tedi- 
cles  for  the  Formation  of  Seed  no  more  deferves 
that  Name  till  it  has  paffed  the  Secretion,  than  a 
rough  Lump  of  Iron  deferves  to  be  called  a  Sword 
or  Dagger.  The  feminal  Humour  is  fecerned  thin 
and  limpid  from  pellucid  Arteries  which  do  not 
admit  the  Cruor,  from  whence  it  is  tranfmitted  by 
exceeding  minute  Tubuli  into  the  Du£t  of  Htg- 
tnore ,  and  pacing  through  the  Curls  of  the  Epidi¬ 
dymis,  and  Convolutions  of  the  Vas  Deferens,  it 
at  length  arrives  into  the  common  Receptacle  of  the 
feminal  Veficles,  in  a  State  very  vifcid  and  different 
from  what  it  was  originally. 

10  ’Tismore  than  a  little  furprifing,  even  to  a 
wife  Man,  that  the  Blood  fhould  afford  fuch  a  Va¬ 
riety  of  Juices,  and  that  fo  confident  a  Mafs  fhould y 
by  the  Efficacy  of  repeated  Circulations,  yield  fo 
thin  a  Fluid  as  the  perfpirable  Matter  of  Santtorius , 
which,  after  being  condenfed  on  a  Glafs,  exhales- 
without  the  lead  Appearance  of  any  Faeces  or  Re¬ 
fid  uum.  Nor  ought  we  to  imagine  the  Humours 
fo  very  different  from  each  other  as  they  might  at 
Brd  appear  to  us  *,  for  Chemidry  teaches  us  that 
they  afford  all  the  fame  Principles ;  but  they  dif¬ 
fer  in  Confidence  and  the  various  Proportion  and 
Combination  of  their  Parts. 

§.  254.  Thefe  Caufes  (§.  253.)  varying  m 
different  Glands,  and  afting Jeparately  *  or  con- 
jundly,  are  demonftrated  either  to  our  Senfes 
from  the  thing  itfelf  and  the  Structure  of  the 
Parts,  or  are  from  thence  deduced  with  the 
utmoft  Evidence  that  the  infallible  Laws  of 
Mechanics  will  admit,  affifted  with  a  Know¬ 
ledge  of  the  Nature  of  each  Humour,  which 

may 
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may  be  eafily  obtained  by  every  one,  fince 
they  have  them  in  PoflefEon :  We  are  there¬ 
fore  from  hence  enabled  to  underftand  the 
vaft  Number  and  Variety  of  the  Secretions  and 
Excretions  throughout  the  Body. 

r  Scarce  any  one  of  thefe  Conditions  is  the  fame 
in  two  feeretory  Organs,  much  lefs  is  there  the 
fame  Agreement  of  feveral  of  them  in  different 
Glands,  if  thofe  Organs  are  compared  together.., 
But  if  thofe  ten  different  Conditions  be  varioufly 
combined,  without  any  regard  to  thofe  we  know 
nothing  of,  they  will  in  reality  produce  a  thou- 
fand  Juices  all  very  different  from  each  other.  We 
know,  by  the  Rule  of  Combination,  which  directs 
to  multiply  the  Produdt  of  the  leifer  Term  by  the 
next  greater,  that  ten  Terms  may  be  combined 
3  62 , 8  8 o  different  ways,  as  all  the  W ords  in  a  Lan¬ 
guage  are  compofed  of  the  Letters  in  the  Alpha¬ 
bet  ;  for  the  Combinations  of  2  will  be  2  x  3  =  & 
x  4  =  24,  &c. 

§.  255.  We  have  therefore  not  the  leaft  Gc- 
cafion  to  imagine  fet  Pores  r,  of  various  but 
immutable  Sizes  and  Figures,  to  account  for 
the  Phcenomenaof  Secretions  (§.254.):  It  is 
even  repugnant  to  the  Laws  of  Nature  for  any 
fuch  to  be  in  the  human  Body,  or  if  there 
were,  for  them  to  adt  in  that  manner. 

1  This  has  been  a  very  ancient  Method  of  ex¬ 
plaining  the  different  Secretions ;  for  Celfus  de- 
fcribes  the  Hypothefes  of  AJclepias  and  Erofijiratus ,, 
explaining  them  all  by  invifible  Pores,  and  the  Fi¬ 
gures  of  the  Particles.  The  fame  Method  of  ac¬ 
counting  for  the  Secretions  has  been  alfo  lately  re- 
•i  vived 
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vived  by  Cartefius ,  and  this  even  with  the  Con¬ 
tent  of  feveral  eminent  and  ingenious  Phyficians* 
as  Boreiii ,  Guliehmni ,  (sc.  They  compared  the 
decretory  Organs  to  Sieves,  furnifhed  with  immu¬ 
table  Pores  of  various  Sizes  and  Figures,  adapted 
to  the  various  Particles :  Thus  the  different  Glands 
were  reputed  to  be  Sieves  with  Pores,  that  when 
the  Blood  offered  itlelf  to  them,  it  only  parted  with 
lucn  Particles  as  were  adequate  in  Size  and  Shape 
to  each  Strainer,  whence  a  Variety  of  Humours 
irom  the  fame  Blood.  But  this  is  far  from  giving  a 
juft  Solution  of  the  Problem,  why  different  Juices 
are  fecerned  in  different  Parts  of  the  Body  of  a  de¬ 
terminate  Nature  :  For  (i.)  we  demonftrate  that 
all  the  Canals  of  the  human  Body  are  round  (§. 
212.),  fince  neither  Reafon  or  the  Microfcope 
could  ever  diteover  Canals  but  what  was  circular  in 
every  Section.  (2.)  If  a  lecretory  Dudl  fhould 
from  any  Caufe  acquire  a  Shape  different  from  a 
Circle,  it  would  eafily  change  that  Shape  upon  any 
flight  Effort,  fince  its  Membranes  are  fo  foft  and 
lax  as  eafily  to  give  way.  The  fmalleft  fanguife- 
rous  Arteries  of  the  Body  are  indeed  vifible  by  a 
good  Microfcope,  though  the  fecretory  Drifts  are 
not,  which  are  therefore  much  fmaller  than  the  firff 
(Per  §•  245-)  5  and  confequently  more  foft  and 
yielding  than  the  fmalleff  fanguiferous  Arteries, 
which  are  themfelves  lo  tender  as  to  break  or  dif- 
folve  by  touching  them  ;  and  when  their  final!  re¬ 
fitting  Coats  give  way  to  the  Impulfe  of  the  Blood, 
they  are  always  thereby  diftended  circularly  or  eve¬ 
ry  way  equally  alike,  fince  the  Blood  impells  a- 
gainft  every  Point  of  their  Sides  in  equal  Radii 
from  their  Axes.  We  are  alio  fatisfied  that  the 
fame  \  ifcera  always  fecern  the  fame  Humours, 
even  upwards  ol  fifty  Y  ears,  the  fame  Bile,  the 
fame  Urine,  the  fame  Milk,  in  the  Liver,  Kid¬ 
neys* 
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freys  and  Bread:  •,  but  this  could  not  be  done  if  the 
Glands  change  the  Figure  of  their  decretory  Du£ts, 
for  iueh  a  Change  v/ould  confufe  the  Secretions* 
and  caufe  Bile  to  be  feparated  in  the  Kidneys,  U- 
rine  in  the  Breads,  &c.  (3.)  But  even  granting 

immutable  Pores  of  various  Figures ,  and  Par¬ 
ticles  of  the  Blood  of  various  Figures,  it  will  not 
follow  that  lbme  Pores  will  only  receive  one  kind  of 
Particles  and  refufe  the  red  ;  for  whatever  be  the 
Figure  of  a  Pore  it  will  admit  all  forts  of  Particles 
whofe  larged  Diameters  ate  Ids  than  its  own  •  and 
it  would  even  rejedt  its  own  adequate  Particles  if 
they  did  not  prefen t  in  a  certain  determinate  and 
favourable  Pofition ,  as  Pitcairn  demondratesi 
We  would  not  however  be  underdood  to  deny  that 
the  Secretions  depend  very  much  On  the  Fabric  of 
the  folid  Parts ;  and  that  the  different  Structure  of 
the  Glands  in  the  feveral  Parts  of  the  Body  will 
©ccafion  different  Juices  to  be  feparated.  if  any 
glandular  Part  which  fecerns  a  mild  and  innocent 
Juice  be  contufed  or  injured  by  fome  external  Vio* 
fence,  the  Secretion  is  prefently  diforder’d,  and 
follow’d  with  various  morbid  Symptoms,  or  per¬ 
haps  a  Cancer,  difcharging  a  mod  acrid  and  de- 
ftruftive  Juice,  only  from  the  Defect  or  Injury  of 
the  Solids,  by  which  the  Juices  extravafate  or  Mag¬ 
nate  ,  and  become  putrid  or  corroding.  The 
Liver  being  obd riffled  often  petrefies  or  hardens 
like  a  Stone,  and  fecerns  Juices  of  a  diderent  Nature 
from  healthy  Bile.  The  Fabric  of  the  fecretory  Or¬ 
gans  therefore  tranfmutes  the  fecerned  Juices,  as  the 
dime  Juice  of  the  Earth  is  diveffined  by  different 
Plants  into  various  Liquors,  fo  different  from  each 
other,  as  the  bitter  Aloe  or  Colocynth,  and  the 
I  iweet  Sugar-cane,  the  fit  Olive  and  the  watery 
Gourd,  the  fowre  Lemon,  &c.  All  wh’ch  Va¬ 
riety  of  fecerned  Juices  refuk  from  the  infcrutable 
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Mechanifm  of  the  animal  VefTels  or  the  vegetable 
Tubes,  the  different  Velocity  with  which  they  are  , 
propell’d,  and  the  various  Combination  of  their 
Particles,  CjV. 

§.  256.  Much  lefs  need  we  have  Recourfe 
to  any  precarious  Ferments 1  in  the  Glands  to 
folve  thefe  Phenomena  (§.  254.);  whether 
you  imagine  thofe  Ferments  to  be  thick  and 
eonfiftent,  or  thin  and  fluid,  and  poflefled  of 
a  Power  to  ferment,  precipitate,  coagulate, 
diflolve,  change,  or  afiimulate;  for  nobody 
could  ever  aflign  the  Caufe,  Origin,  Matter, 
Place,  Mixture,  Efficacy,  Proportion,  Con¬ 
tinuance  and  Efifedls  or  Ufes  of  fuch  Fer¬ 
ments. 

r  The  chemical  Writers  have  defined  a  Fer¬ 
ment,  after  Helmont  and  Paracelfus ,  to  be  a  Sub- 
ftance  which,  upon  Mixture  with  another,  changes 
the  latter  into  a  different  Nature  from  what  it  had 
of  itfelf  without  the  Ferment :  T  hus  Water  being 
mixed  with  a  Mafs  of  fermentable  Meal  into  a 
Pafte  or  Dough,  ferments  much  fooner  and  more 
perfectly  by  adding  a  Portion  of  Leven  or  other 
Dough  that  has  been  well  fermented.  Thefe  Wri¬ 
ters  believe,  and  I  was  once  myfelf  of  their  Opi¬ 
nion,  that  no  internal  Change  is  wrought  in  any 
Body  without  a  Ferment,  in  the  lame  manner  as 
no  vinous  Spirit  can  be  procured  from  any  vege¬ 
table  Subfiance  without  a  previous  Fermentation. 
The  different  Secretions  are,  according  to  them, 
made  all  by  fpeciffc  Ferments  lodged  in  every 
Gland  and  Veffel  ,  which  Ferments  change  the 
newly  arrived  Juices  into  their  own  or  a  different 
Nature  5  thus,  for  example,  in  the  feminal  Vehi¬ 
cles* 
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cles,  fay  they,  is  lodged  a  feminal  Ferment,  which 
mixing  with  the  Particles  of  the  Blood  derived  by 
the  fpermatic  VefTels,  changes  that  Blood  into  Se¬ 
men.  The  Weaknefs  of  this  Hypothecs  is  eafily 
feen  through  ;  for  every  Ferment  muft  be  fluid  on 
their  own  Principles,  or  elfe  they  could  not  mix 
with  nor  change  the  Blood  into  different  Juices. 
Allowing  therefore  their  Ferments  to  be  fluid,  they 
mult  mix  with  the  Blood  either  ( i.)  by  entering  the 
Arteries,  which  they  cannot,  fmce  the  Blood  moves 
in  thofe  Veffels  uniformly  to  all  Parts  in  a  Directi¬ 
on  that  oppoles  the  Return  of  any  Juices :  Or, 
(2.)  they  muft  be  lodged  in  the  Follicles  of  the 
Glands,  and  there  mix  with  the  Juices  ;  but  then 
how  do  they  perform  the  Secretion  which  is  already 
made  ?  Or  (3.)  they  mix  with  the  Blood  in  the 
Veins  ;  but  no  Secretion  is  thence  made  in  any 
Part;  whence  it  follows  that  Ferments  have  no 
Exigence  in  the  Body,  and  that  they  are  incapable 
of  mixing  with  the  Blood,  and  producing  its  Se¬ 
cretions.— *Add  to  this,  there  is  no  probable  Caufe 
or  Origin  of  any  fuch  Ferment  that  can  be  affign- 
ed  by  any  one*  If  they  fay  thofe  Ferments  are 
coeval  and  born  with  the  Animal  ;  confider  the 
Smallnefs  of  their  Quantity  that  can  poflibly  be 
lodged  in  the  very  minute  feminal  Animalcule,  or 
its  Iti  11  lefler  Glands ;  and  then  confider  the  im- 
menfe  Quantity  of  Juices  fecerned  in  the  Body  for 
fifty  Years  fucceflively,  which  in  the  Urine  only 
will  at  leaf!;  amount  to  22,500  Pounds  :  You  wall 
then  readily  conclude  that  there  cannot  be  Ferments 
enough  lodged  in  the  minute  Stamina  of  the  inci¬ 
pient  Animalcule,  fufficient  to  mix  with  and  change 
the  Juices  for  fo  many  Years,  and  not  be  waffled 
away.  If  you  fay  the  Ferments  themfelves  are  ori¬ 
ginally  in  the  Blood,  and  diredt  its  particular  Juices 
to  enter  particular  Parts  of  the  Body,  we  then  afk 
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what  caufes  the  Parts  of  one  Ferment  not  to  ad  in 
its  kind  on  J  uices  in  other  Parts  than  its  own,  and' 
then  what  becomes  of  the  unadive  Ferments  in  the 
Parts  ?  at  that  Rate  there  will  be  an  infinite  Pro 
grehion  of  Ferments  required  to  govern-  each 
other. 


§.  257.  Of  thefe  more' Ample  Glands  before 
d’efc; ibed  (§.  242  to  254.),  or  others  of  the 
like  Nature,  conjoined  together  by  communi¬ 
cating  Duds,  and  inverted  with  one  common 
Membrane,  are  formed  thofe  compound  and 
larger  Glands  which  we  term  conglomerate  V 
Thefe  have  generally  one  common  Emiflary 
into  which  the  fmall  excretory  Dud  of  each 
Ample  Gland  opens  and  difcharges  its  Liquor, 
which  being  colleded  by  the  common  Dud, 
is  by  that  convey’d  into  fome  larger  Cavity^ 
Of  this  kind  2  are  the  lacrymal  Glandula  In- 
nominata  of  the  Eye,  the  Parotids,  Pancreas,, 
&c. 

*  If  the  parotid  Gland  be  macerated  fome  time 
in  warm  Water,  and  then  denudated  of  its  com¬ 
mon  Membrane,  it  will  appear  to  be  compofed  of 
fmall  conglobate  or  round  Glandules  in  Clutters 
like  Grapes,  in  opening  any  one  of  which  you  will* 
perceive  it  furnifhed  with  an  Artery,  Vein,  Nerve, 
and  excretory  Dud,  all  conftituting  one  of  the  lead 
conglobate  Glandules  •,  whofe  excretory  Dud  unites 
with  that  of  Its  neared  neighbouring  Glandule, 
and  fo  with  the  red,  till  all  their  fmall  Duds  uni¬ 
ting  into  larger  Branches,  form  at  lad  one  large  ex¬ 
cretory  Canal.  But  if  you  compare  the  Fabric 
of  the  Liver  with  this  Strudure  of  the  Parotid*. 
.  there 
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there  will  be  found  a  great  Uniformity  in  both  ; 
i.  e.  the  Liver  will  alfo  appear  to  con  fill  of  Ample 
Glands  (§.  247.)  formed  into  little  Bundles,  again 
conjoined  into  Bunches ;  as  Malpighi  has  afferted 
in  Oppofition  to  Ruyfch ,  who  by  his  Injections  en¬ 
deavours  to  prove  that  thofe  Bundles  are  only  Pene- 
cilli,  or  Bunches  of  Veffels  like  little  Pencil  Brufhes., 
detaching  fecretory  and  excretory  Duds  immedi¬ 
ately  from  the  Anadomofes  of  their  Arteries  and 
Veins,  without  any  intermediate  Follicles  or  Cells. 
I  fay,  without  any  regard  to  their  different  Opini¬ 
ons,  the  Liver  will  appear  a  Congeries  of  little 
Bundles  like  Grape  Stones,  united  into  Goiters  cr 
Bunches  by  their  excretory  Duds, which  at  lad  form 
the  Pori  Biliarii  and  Dudus  Hepaticus.  That 
thofe  Bundles  are  formed  of  mere  fimple  Glands  is 
apparent  from  a  morbid  Difpofition  or  Petrification 
of  the  Liver,  which  in  luch  a  State  appears  to  con- 
fid  wholly  of  fpherical  Bundles  like  Bunches  of 
Grapes,  the  Cavities  of  which  are  fill’d  with  a  hard 
-congealed  Matter,  included  in  every  didind  Cell. 
Hence  it  follows  that  the  conglomerate  Glands  are 
no  more  than  a  Number  of  the  conglobate  ones 
uniting  their  emifiary  Duds,  and  convoluted  to¬ 
gether  in  one  Membrane,  or  that  the  find  is  a  Re¬ 
petition  of  the  lad* 

1  Hitherto  belongs  the  Thymus  or  large  Gland 
in  Infants,  feated  in  the  Top  of  the  Thorax  above 
the  Bafis  of  the  Lleart.  From  this  Gland  I  was 
informed  that  a  Dud  arofe,  and  went  into  the 
Oefophagus  towards  the  Stomach,  in  a  Letter  lent 
me  by  an  Italian  Anatomid. 

1  . 

§.  258.  But  fometimes  the  common  emit 
fary  Dud  (§.  257.)  forms  a  fort  of  arterial 
and  infleded  Canal',  in  which  the Tecerned 
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Juice  is  digefted  or  altered,  before  it  is  thereby 
convey’d,  as  through  an  Artery,  into  the  com¬ 
mon  and  larger  Cavity  (§.  257.) ;  of  which  we 
have  an  Inftance  in  Higmore  sDuft,  the  Epi¬ 
didymis,  and  Vas  Deferens  of  the  male  Te¬ 
fticle,  leading  to  the  feminal  Veficles :  But 
fometimes  again,  the  general  excretory  Dudt 
or  E miliary  opens  immediately  into  the  com¬ 
mon  Emundtory  or  Cavity  2. 

1  Another  Inftance  of  this  kind  we  have  in  the 
Ureter,  which  conveys  the  Liquor  fecerned  in  the 
Kidney,  to  a  fecond  Follicle  or  Cell  •,  viz.  the  uri¬ 
nary  Bladder  j  which  generally  holding  ten  Ounces 
of  that  Liquor,  demonftrates  its  Retention  there* 
by  which  it  will  certainly  be  alter’d  from  the  firft: 
State  in  which  it  was  feparated  from  the  Blood. 
But  in  the  Tefticle  this  Fabric  is  very  furprifing, 
the  emiftary  Canal  changing  its  Diameter  three  fe- 
veral  Times  $  for  the  Diameter  of  Higmore* s  Duff 
is  larger  than  that  of  the  feminiferous  Tubuli ;  that 
of  the  Vas  Deferens  is  ftill  larger  than  the  Dudt  of 
the  Epididymis  ;  and  that  of  the  feminal  Veficles 
ftill  larger  than  the  V as  Deferens ;  there  being  alfo 
a  Contraction  or  Narrownefs  interpofed  betwixt 
the  Tubuli  of  the  Tefticle  and  Dudtof  the  Epidi- 
dymis,  betwixt  the  Epididymis  and  Vas  Deferens, 
and  betwixt  the  Vas  Deferens  and  feminal  Veficles ; 
whence,  if  by  an  Artery  we  underftand  a  conical 
converging  Veil'd,  and  by  a  Vein  one  that  diverges, 
we  flrall  here  have  thrice  an  arterial  Structure  and 
thrice  a  venal,  betwixt  the  Secretion  and  Excreti¬ 
on  of  the  Semen, 

a  We  have  a  particular  Mechanifm  in  the  Arti¬ 
culations  of  the  Bones,  where  the  mucilaginous 
Glands  of  Havers  are  placed  in  feme  Cavity  of  the 
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Cartilage,  and  difeharge  their  Juice  into  the  com¬ 
mon  Cavity  of  the  Capfule,  which  mveffs  the 
Joint,  to  prevent  the  Cartilages  from  heating  by 
Attrition  and  giving  Pain.  But  then  this  Liquor 
is  never  loll  or  difcharged  out  of  the  Body,  fince  it 
has  no. excretory  Duel  opening  externally  ;  there¬ 
fore  it  muft  be  continually  attenuated  by  the  Mo¬ 
tion  of  the  Joint,  and  again  returned  or  abforbed 
by  its  proper  Dudts  or  V  eins ;  but  it  it  flagnates 
fome  time  for  want  ol  Abforption,  it  becomes  a- 
crid  and  excites  violent  Ifchiadic  Pains ;  and  fucli 
Diforders  frequently  arife  from  a  iedentary  or  in¬ 
active  Life. 

§.  259.  From  hence  therefore  we  are  allu¬ 
red  that  the  Glands  feparate  not  only  Water, 
Lymph  and  thin  Serum  from  the  arterial 
Blood,  but  alfo  very  fubtile,  faline,  oily  and 
fpirituous  Parts  mixed  together  with  them  ; 
and  that  all  thofe  Juices  are  either  collected 
and  retained,  accumulated  and  changed  in 
certain  Cavities  or  Receptacles  for  the  Pur- 
pofe ,  or  elfe  propell’d  through  the  fmaller 
Veflels  into  the  minuted:  Recedes  of  the  Body, 
for  mufcular  Motion  and  Nutrition  ;  and  that 
having  performed  thofe  Offices,  they  are  either 
returned  by  their  correfponding  Veins  1  to  the 
Heart,  or  elfe  exhaled  out  of  the  Body;  and 
laftly,  that  the  remaining  thicker  Part  of  the 
arterial  Blood,  from  whence  they  were  firffc 
feparated,  is  fent  forward  into  the  gradually 
diverging  Veins,  where  mixing  with  the  other 
Venal  Blood  and  diluting  Lymph,  it  at  length 
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returns  into  the  Heart  again,  from  whence  it 
came. 

1  Bellini  rightly  obferves,  that  the  Inteftines 
make  up  one  of  the  largeft  and  moll  conflderable 
Glands  in  the  Body,  fmce  they  are  turn i fired  with 
all  the  Parts  of  fitch  a  fecretory  Organ.  The  firft 
Receptacle  oi  this  Gland  is  the  Stomach,  into  which 
ai  e  convey  ,1  the  L.icj uors  of  the  Mouth,  Fauces, 
Oifophagus,  and  of  the  Stomach  itfelf;  from 
whence  they  pafs,  after  being  digefted  with  the 
Food,  into  the  Duodenum  and  fmall  Inteftines, 
which  make  the  fecond  Part  of  this  great  chylifica- 
tive  Gland  ;  and  here  they  mix  with  the  Bile,  Juice 
of  the  I ar.cieas  and  Intefiines  ;  io  far  therefore  in 
this  Part  Nature  imitates  the  Follicle  of  a  Gland, 
into  which  the  Arreriolte  pour  their  J  nice  :  but  this 
is  not  all,  for  the  Inteftines  likewife  refemble  a  Gland 
in  their  Separation  or  Abforption  of  the  Chyle,  by 
the  minute  Orifices  of  their  ladled  Veins,  by  which 
it  pafifes  to  the  Blood,  while  the  more  grofs  and 
excrementitious  Parts  are  rejedted  by  the  Anus.  In 
the  fame  manner  we  have  in  all  other  glandular  Fol¬ 
licles  both  excretory  Dudts  and  abforbing  Veins. 

§.  260.  For  which  reafon  (§.  259.)  the  ar- 
tc.ial  Blood  is  the  moft  fluid  or  dilute  1  near 
the  Heart,  gradually  thickening  in  its  Progrefs 
till  it  comes  to  the  End  of  the  Artery,  where 
that  joins  to  the  incipient  Vein ;  in  which 
Place  it  will  be  thickeft,  mod  vi/cid*,  and 
apt  to  concrete ;  there  it  therefore  requires  a 
Veffel  not  liable  to  ObfiruSlion  3,  with  an  ad¬ 
ditional  Mixture  of  diluent  4  Juices,  that  is,  of 
tne  Lymph  and  nervous  'Juice  5,  returning  to 
thf  Heait,  after  the  Performance  of  their  Of- 
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fices :  But  it  was  neceffary  for  this  Dilution  of 
the  Blood  to  be  made  before  its  Propulfion  in¬ 
to  the  pulmonary  Arteries  6 ;  otherwife  it 
wou’d  not  be  able  to  pafs  through  ’em  and  cir¬ 
culate  again. 

1  All  the  Juices  of  the  Body  are  fecerned  from 
the  arterial  Blood  of  the  left  Ventricle  ;  but  the 
Blood  is  the  thickeft  of  any  of  our  Fluids  ( per 

226.),  and  therefore  all  the  Juices  thence  fepa- 
rated  mud  be  thinner  than  the  Blood  itfelf,  whole 
thicker  and  red  Parts  are  never  difcharged  out  of 
the  fanguiferous  Arteries  in  a  healthy  State,  if  we 
except  the  menftrual  Flux.  The  Blood  will  there¬ 
fore  be  thicker,  and  lefs  moveable  in  the  Extremi¬ 
ties  of  the  fanguiferous  Arteries  than  in  any  other 
Part  of  the  Veffels,  fince  all  the  Secretions  of  the 
thinner  Parts  are  made  from  it  before  it  arrives 
there.  But  the  Blood  is  molt  fluid  in  the  Heart, 
where  it  contains  all  the  Sorts  of  Particles  both 
fubtile  and  grofs,  very  intimately  mix’d  with  each 
other,  which  Mixture  conduces  much  to  Fluidity 
in  a  Liquor  compofed  of  difiimilar  Parts ;  but  this 
will  be  lefs  in  the  evanefcent  Arteries. 

a  The  natural  Difpofition  of  the  Blood  is  to  con¬ 
crete  or  turn  folid,  and  the  Fluidity  thereof  is 
forced  by  Motion  communicated  from  the  Heart 
and  Arteries  *,  nor  does  it  continue  that  fluid 
State  any  longer  than  its  Parts  are  kept  from 
cohering  by  that  Motion  with  the  Addition  of 
fome  Water  (§.  229.) ;  but  thofe  watry  Parts  fe- 
parate  from  the  Blood  before  it  reaches  the  Ana- 
ftomofes  of  the  Arteries  and  Veins,  and  therefore 
the  Blood  which  there  remains  will  be  the  molt 
yjfdd  and  apt  to  concrete. 
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3  Life  would  be  continually  in  the  highefl  Dan¬ 
ger,  if  the  Blood  was  to  pals  from  the  evanefcent 
Arteries  into  Veffels  refilling  its  Motion  ;  but  the 
Veins  continually  diverge,  fo  that  the  thick  Blood 
entering  flowly  from  their  Anaftomofes  or  Begin¬ 
nings,  meets  with  the  lead  Refiftance,  which  con¬ 
tinually  leffens  as  the  Veffels  enlarge. 

4  The  more  fluid  Parts  of  the  Blood,  which  were 
fecerned  by  the  lateral  Emiffaries  from  the  fangui- 
ferous  Arteries,  do  not  totally  defert  the  Blood  or 
leave  the  Body,  but  are  returned  into  the  Blood  a  - 
gain  by  the  Veins,  excepting  what  exhales  or  is 
thrown  off  by  the  Emundtories.  And  as  the 
fmall,  red  fanguiferous  Arteries  in  many  Parts  fend 
off  yellow  ferous  ones,  fo  the  fmaller  fanguiferous 
Veins  alfo  receive  ferous  Veins  arifing  from  their 
Arteries,  and  returning  the  yellow  Serum :  and 
fuch  of  the  thinner  Parts  of  the  Blood  as  do  not 
return  this  way,  are  convey’d  into  the  redudtory 
lymphatic  Veins,  mold  of  which  unite  into  one 
large  Trunk  or  Cava,  the  thoracic  Dudl,  by  which 
the  Lymph  is  poured  into  the  venal  Blood  before 
it  reaches  the  Heart. 

*  Which  having  performed  its  Offices  returns  in¬ 
to  the  Blood  again  by  the  lymphatic  Veins  {per 
§.  292.)  j  and  to  this  Juice  of  the  Nerves  we  may 
add  that  taken  in  by  the  inhaling  Veins  (§.  12 6, 
N°.  4.  §.  182.  N°.  5.  §.  201.  N°.  10.  §.  295, 
and  421.)  For  as  many  of  the  fmaller  Arteries 
are  continued  directly  into  patulent  Dudls,  which 
exhale  moift  Vapours  on  the  Surface  of  their  Mem¬ 
branes,  either  into  the  Air  externally,  or  into  the 
Cavities  and  Interfaces  of  the  Body  internally  ;  fo 
there  are  alfo  correfponding  Veins  which  abforb 
from  the  Air  externally,  and  from  the  faid  Cavi¬ 
ties  internally,  by  which  Veins  thofe  Vapours  are 
returned  into  the  Blood :  and  that  the  Air  which 
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every  way  invefts  us  is  replete  with  watry  Parts, 
appears  from  the  Quantity  attracted  thence  by  dry 
Salt  of  Tartar.  Therefore  whatever  moift  Vapours 
are  contained  in  the  Air,  they  will  be  abforbed  by 
the  inhaling  Veins  opening  thro*  the  Cuticle  exter- 
nally  ;  but  in  no  Part  will  they  abforb  more  than 
in  the  Lungs,  becaufe  there  thofe  inhaling  Velfels 
are  fo  large,  as  to  tranfmit  the  cetaceous  I  nj  eft  ion 
of  Ruyfch ,  which  being  forced  into  the  pulmonary 
Vein,  efcapes  by  thefe  ways  into  the  Vehicles  and 
fmall  Ramifications  of  the  Bronchia. 

6  The  venal  Blood  returning  from  all  Parts  of 
the  Body  to  the  right  Ventricle  of  the  Heart,  paf- 
fes  thence  from  a  larger  Capacity  to  a  lefs,  i.  ea 
out  of  the  right  Ventricle  into  the  narrow  converg¬ 
ing  Arteries  of  the  Lungs,  where  it  wou’d  flag-* 
nate,  concrete,  and  caufe  a  fatal  Peripneumony,  if 
it  was  not  more  fluid  and  dilute  than  in  the  incipi¬ 
ent  Veins ;  in  the  fame  manner  as  Spirit  of  Nitre 
being  injefted  into  the  Veins  of  an  Animal  turns  the 
Blood  into  Grumes  like  Curds  and  Whey,  as  it  re¬ 
turns  to  the  Heart ;  by  which  Grumes  the  converg¬ 
ing  Branches  of  the  pulmonary  Artery  being  ob- 
ftrufted,  the  Blood’s  Courfe  thro’  that  Organ  is 
cut  off,  and  the  Animal  thereby  fuffocated.  And 
there  are  very  few  Difeafes,  whether  acute  or  chro¬ 
nic,  which  prove  fatal  before  they  have  caufed  a 
Peripneumony,  or  render’d  the  Blood  unfit  to  pafs 
thro’  the  Lungs ;  which  it  wou’d  not  be  able  to  do 
in  the  healthy  Animal,  if  it  was  as  thick  as  in  the 
incipient  Veins  ;  and  therefore  the  wife  Architect 
has  fo  order’d  our  vafcular  Fabric,  that  all  the 
Juices  returning  thinner  than  the  Blood,  fhall  be 
gradually  poured  into  and  mix’d  therewith  in  the 
Veins,  before  it  enters  the  right  Ventricle.  But 
when  arrived  in  the  right  Ventricle,  it  there  mixes 
with  the  highly  attenuated  Blood  of  the  Heart  it 
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felf  from  the  coronary  Veflels  {per  §.  183.):  and 
even  in  the  Lungs,  the  watry  Vapours  abforbed 
from  the  Air  in  Inlpiration,  make  up  for  thofe 
difcharged  or  exhaled  from  the  Lungs  in  Expira¬ 
tion  :  But  being  by  thefe  Affiftances  enabled  to 
pafs  thro*  the  fmall  Arteries  of  the  Lungs,  there 
will  be  no  Danger  of  its  finding  a  ready  Pafiage 
thro*  all  the  evanefcent  Arteriole  ramified  from 
the  Aorta,  and  which  give  the  greateft  Refiftance 
to  the  Blood  where  they  form  the  incipient  Veins. 

§.  2*61.  From  hence  we  know  in  what 
Parts  of  the  Body  Life  and  Health  are  more 
immediately,  and  in  the  greateft  Danger  1  of 
being  interrupted  ;  alfo  what  Service  the  larger  2 
Veflels  and  grolfer  Humours,  with  the  fmaller 
V eflels  and  more  fubtile  3  Humours,  are  of 
to  render  the  Body  ftrong,  permanent,  plia¬ 
ble,  and  fit  for  Motion;  we  likewife  from 
hence  underftand  why  the  Veins  gradually  di¬ 
verge  and  grow  fenfibly  larger  and  more  lax  4, 
for  the  Concourfe  and  Dilution  of  the  Hu¬ 
mours,  and  this  before  they  return  into  the 
Heart. 

1  The  Circulation  will  be  in  the  greateft  Danger 
of  Interruption  (i.)  in  the  evanefcent  Branches  of 
the  pulmonary  Artery  (§.  260.);  (2.)  in  the  Ex¬ 
tremities  of  all  the  other  Arteries,  before  they 
open  into  the  incipient  Veins. 

a  This  I  fay  in  Oppofition  to  the  minute  Philo- 
fophers,  as  Cicero  juftjy  calls  them,  who  affirm. 
That  the  human  Machine  might  have  been  more 
commodioufly  built  than  we  now  find  it  is,  by  the 
moft  good  and  wife  Creator.  Thofe  Gentlemen 
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place  the  higheft  Point  of  Health  in  the  Perviouf- 
nefs  of  the  Veffels,  and  the  Tenuity  of  the  Fluids 
approaching  the  Nature  of  Water:  to  procure 
both  which,  they  order  plentiful  drinking  of  Tea,. 
Coffee,  &c.  which,  like  the  Enticements  of  a 
Harlot,  begin  very  agreeably,  and  for  the  prefenc 
recruit  all  the  Ad  ions  both  of  Body  and  Mind, 
and  excite  them  to  a  brifk  Adivity  ;  but  then* 
like  Venus i  they  leave  fatal  Effeds  behind  them, 
a  Weaknefs  of  the  whole  Habit,  an  Inactivity  of 
the  Juices,  a  Relaxation  and  Weaknefs  of  the  Fi¬ 
bres,  and  the  whole  Train  of  hypochondriacal 
Diforders,  extending,  themfeives  even  to  future  Ge¬ 
nerations. 

To  enable  us  to  judge  how  wifely  the  Creator 
has  formed  fome  of  our  Juices  of  a  large  or  grofs 
Texture,  and  others  of  them  diminifhing  in  feve- 
ral  leffer  Series,  we  ought  firft  to  confider,  that  in 
the  human  Machine  there  is  required  one  Spring  or 
Principle  of  Motion  by  which  all  the  Juices  may  bs- 
propeli’d  to  the  feveral  Parts  where  they  are  re¬ 
quir’d  ;  were  there  to  be  more  Springs  of  Motion 
than  one,  they  might  be  charged  with  being  fu~ 
perfluous,  or  with  difturbing  the  Oeconomy  by 
the  different  Degrees  and  oppofite  Diredions  of 
their  Forces,  which  wou’d  endanger  the  whole 
Syftem  j  for  we  even  End' generally  but  one  Heart 
in  Monfters  that  have  two  Heads  or  two  Bodies, 
As  but  one  Heart  is  neceffary,  fo  it  is  required 
that  all  the  animal  Juices  to  be  moved  thereby,  pafs 
into  and  mix  together  in  its  Caverns  or  Ventricles  ; 
which  we  find  is  admirably  executed,  infomuch 
that  there  is  no  one  Humour  moving  in  the  whole 
Body  but  what  was  lately  mix’d  with  the  Blood  in 
the  Heart.— -It  was  neceffary  for  the  moving  Power 
of  this  Spring,  the  Heart,  to  be  very  confidera-- 
ble,  that  it  might  overcome  all  the  Ref  fiances  op- 
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pofed  to  it  (§.  215.)  ;  and  for  the  fame  Reafon  it 
was  neceffary  for  the  Veffels  next  the  Heart  to  be 
llrong,  that  they  might  fuftain  the  Impetus  of  that 
Mufcle,  and  propell  the  Blood  by  their  own  Con¬ 
traction  when  that  of  the  Heart  ceafes.  .And  as  the 
Force  of  the  Heart  hardly  extends  itfelf  beyond  the 
firfl  Series  of  Veffels,  i.  e.  fanguiferous  Arteries 
and  Veins,  it  follows  that  the  more  fubtile  Juices 
of  the  Blood  mud  be  propel  I’d  thro5  the  feveral 
fmaller  Series  of  Veffels  by  the  Force  of  the  fan^ 
guiferous  Arteries.  Thus  the  Force  of  the  Heart 
will  be  communicated  to  the  fanguiferous  Arteries 
by  the  Blood  ;  and  by  the  Contraction  of  the  fan¬ 
guiferous  Arteries,  fuch  Parts  of  the  Blood  as  are 
lefs  than  the  red  Globules  will  be  propell’d  into 
and  thro’  the  fmaller  Series  of  lymphatic  Arteries, 
But  if  the  red  Parts  of  the  Blood  were  not  larger 
than  the  yellow  ferous  ones,  it  would  all  be  forced 
into  the  lateral  ferous  Arteries  inftead  of  returning 
by  the  Veins,  and  there  flop,  not  being  able  to 
enter  the  leffer  Lymphatics ;  another  Conference 
of  which  would  alfo  be  a  Collapfion  of  the  Anaflo- 
mofes  of  the  fanguiferous  Arteries  and  Veins,  thro5 
which  Blood  paffes  to  the  Heart  naturally  in  con¬ 
tinued  Threads. 

But  the  fmalleft  lymphatic  Globules  cannot  be 
produced  immediately  from  the  larger  red  ones, 
any  more  than  the  intermediate  Lamelke  in  the 
Albumen  of  an  Egg  can  pafs  immediately  into  die 
line  cryflalline  Colliquamentum  that  firft  nou- 
ri flies  the  Carina  ;  whereas  by  Incubation  for  fome 
Days,  all  the  Albumen  is  fo  attenuated  as  to  pafs 
into  the  Subfiance  of  the  Chick.  There  are  there¬ 
fore  intermediate  Series  of  Arteries,  which  carry 
Liquors  confiding  of  Particles  lefs  than  the  red 
Globules,  and  larger  than  the  fmallefl  lymphatic 
ones ,  and  thefe  we  call  ferous  Arteries.  Here 
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again  the  ferous  Globules  are  required  to  be  of  a 
Diameter  larger  than  to  enter  the  lateral  lympha¬ 
tic  Arteries  fpringing  from  the  ferous  ones  ;  other- 
wife  thofe  laft  wou’d  be  deferted,  or  totally  empti¬ 
ed  of  their  Fluid  :  and  Experience  demonftrates, 
that  thofe  ferous  Globules  are  each  fix  times  lefs> 
than  red  ones,  {per  §.  22  6.)  But  the  ferous  Glo¬ 
bules  are  far  from  being  the  fmalleft  in  the  Body  y 
for  the  next  Series  of  Veffels,  or  the  fergeft  Lym¬ 
phatics,  carry  Spherules  each  fix  times  lefs  than 
the  ferous,  and  thirty-fix  times  lefs  than  the  red 
Globules  :  fo  that  the  thinned:  and  fineft  Juices  in 
the  Body  arife  intermediately  from  the  grofs  Bloody 
thro5  many  Series  of  decreasing  Veffels,  left  if  the 
Blood  confifted  entirely  of  the  fmaller  Spherules  it 
Wou5d  be  immediately  confumed,-  and  none  left  to 
return  into  the  Heart.  Hence  in  fVlen  who  have* 
loft  a  great  Part  of  their  Blood  by  a  Wound,  and 
being  thirfty  have  indulged  themfelves  with  drink¬ 
ing  large  Quantities  of  thin  Liquors,  we  fee  an 
univerfal  Dropfy  is  ipeedily  the  Confequence.  And 
for  the  fame  Reafon  frequently  arife  watry  Tumours- 
from  an  Obftrudtion  of  the  Veffels  which  then  only 
admit  the  aqueous  Parts,  which  pervade  more  ea- 
fily  than  others  in  the  Blood,,  which  ftagnating  in 
its  proper  fanguiferous  V effels,  the  aqueous  Parts 
readily  pafs  into  the  lateral  Vafcules.  Laftly,  we 
often  obferve  the  Blood  fo  far  divided  and  broke 
by  many  Caufes  in  pulmonary  Confumptions,  that 
k  runs  out  of  the  Body  in  Sweats  even  to  the  De- 
ftru&ion  of  the  Patient.  But  on  the  contrary,  if 
the  healthy  ferous  and  red  Globules  combine  into 
larger,  as  they  often  do  in  acute  Fevers,  then  the 
Blood  will  be  all  confined  in  the  fanguiferous  Veffels, 
and  the  ferous  ones  will  be  either  empty,  or  ft  tiffed 
wi  th  too  large  Globules,  by  the  in'ereafed  A  did- 
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on  of  the  fanguiferous  Artery,  whence  Inflammati¬ 
on,  a  Lofs  of  the  Secretions,  i£c, 

3  We  have  before  obferved  how  neceflary  the 
thicker  red  Parts  of  the  Blood  are,  fince  they  alone 
generate  its  Heat  (per%. 220.) ;  but  it  is  alfo  requifite 
for  the  Blood  to  contain  other  fmaller  Globules  a- 
dapted  to  the  feveral  lefler  Series  of  Veflels.  The  hu¬ 
man  Body  being  built  not  to  ftand  ft  ill,  but  for  vari¬ 
ous,  perpetual,  and  very  fwift  Motions,  it  was  necef- 
fary  it  fhou’d  confifl:  not  of  one  continued  or  folid 
Mafs,  incapable  of  yielding,  or  inflexible  to  a  fmall 
Force,  but  of  many  fmall  Fibres  moving  eafiiy  by 
the  Sides  of  each  other,  in  their  moveable  Parts, 
and  fuftained  or  fecured  by  the  ligamentary  Infer- 
tions  of  their  other  Parts.  But  thele  moveable  Fi¬ 
brils  muft  be  hollow  {per  §.  440.)  or  elfe  they  cou’d 
not  be  nourifhed :  Therefore  it  was  neceflary  fcr 
the  Body  to  be  made  a  vafcular  Compages,  not  only 
furnifhed  with  Veflels  of  feveral  Orders  down  to 
the  minuteft,  but  alfo  with  Juices  of  a  determinate 
Confiftence  and  Texture  adapted  to  each  Series  of 
Veflels  in  order  to  pervade  them.  It  was  alfo  ne¬ 
ceflary  for  the  Parts  of  fome  Juices  to  be  fa  far  at-* 
tenuated,  as  to  exhale  in  the  Form  of  a  Vapour 
betwixt  the  Fibres  and  Interftices  of  every  Part,  to 
diftinguifli  and  divide  them  from  each  other  ;  and 
this  we  fee  is  done,  not  with  Water,  for  that 
wou’d  be  too  fluggifh,  and  apt  to  form  dropfical 
Tumours,  but  by  a  moift  lubricating  Vapour. 

4  It  was  neceflary  for  the  Veins  to  be  lax,  that 
they  might  be  eafiiy  fill’d  by  the  fmall  Impulfe  of 
the  lefler  Arteries,  and  afford  room  to  retain  or 
ftore  up  the  Blood  to  fupply  the  Heart ;  they  ought 
alfo  to  be  capacious  for  receiving  the  new  Chyle, 
and  to  allow  for  the  Blood’s  Rarifa&ion  by  Moti¬ 
on,  &c.  And  the  Figure  of  the  Veins  ought  so 
be  that  of  a  diverging  Cone,  that  the  Blood  might 
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pafs  eafily  thro’  them  as  upon  an  inclined  Plane, 
and  fo  pafs  to  the  Heart  without  Refiftance,  {-per 
§.  260.) 

§.  262.  Some  Glands  however  feem  to  have 
a  different  Fabric  and  Contexture  (than  at 
§•  257>  f°  1  that  the  Artery  fometimes 

conveys  the  thicker  Parts  of  the  Blood  which 
it  carries,  by  open  Anaftomofes  from  the  Ar¬ 
tery  into  the  fellow  Vein;  and  then  proceed¬ 
ing  alone,  complicated  and  folded  in  its  Courfe, 
at  laft  diftils  a  particular  Juice  from  the 
Mouths  of  its  laft  Extremities  into  a  common 
Receptacle ;  which  Juice,  tho’  different  from 
the  Blood,  is  neverthelefs  prepared  and  deri¬ 
ved  from  thence.  See  Leal Lealis  on  the  fper- 
matic  Veffels,  apud Euftach.  Opufc.  Ajiat.  And 
indeed  whoever  confiders  that  the  Stomach,  as 
a  hollow  Gland,  has  its  Emiffary,  the  fmali 
Inteftines,  vanoully  dilpofed,  for  changing, 
diffolving,  mixing,  and  feparating  the  Chyle  • 
and  who  alfo  confiders  the  fame  Difference  of 
Fabric  in  theTefticle,  Epididymis,  Vas  Defe¬ 
rens,  feminal  Veficles,  Urethra  and  Proftate, 
they  will  perhaps  not  at  all  doubt  but  the  fame 
Variations  may  alfo  obtain  in  the  fmaller 
Glands.  Who  can  pretend  to  fay  what  ope- 
rofe 2  Fabric  may  be  concealed  in  the  Cortex 
of  the  Brain  and  Cerebellum,  fpinal  Medulla 
&e.  ? 

The  Pafifage  of  the  Blood  by  Anaftomofes 
from  the  fpermatic  Artery  into  the  Vein  was  de- 
fcribed  after  Galen  and  Eujlachius  by  Leal  Lealu  •» 

S  and 
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and  Raw,  who  ftrenuoufly  oppofed  this  Commu* 
nication,  found  the  fame  to  be  true  by  the  Expe¬ 
riment  of  Injedhon,  made  at  my  Recjueft.-  And* 
we  have  lately  had  an  Account  given  us  of  a  very- 
evident  Communication  in  the  fpermatic  Veffels, 
inferted  by  Dr.  Mortimer  in  Pbilof  Tran  fa  cl .  N .  415. 
in  which  Cafe  the  Injedtion  paffed  from  the  fper¬ 
matic  Vein  into  the  Artery,  and  from  the  Artery 
into  the  Vein.  But  notwithftanding  all  this,  we 
muft  frankly  acknowledge  that  Accounts  have  been 
fent  us  from  England ,  and  elfewhere,  and  that  Ex¬ 
periments  have  been  made  with  Injections  by  the 
moft  diligent  and  expert  Anatomifts,  alluring  us,- 
that  the  arterial  Branches  of  the  Spermatic  wrea¬ 
thed  in  and  out,  do  only  adhere  to  the  Vein,  with¬ 
out  at  all  being  inferted  into  it,  on  making  large' 
Anaftomofes  therewith.  But  this  we  may  depend^ 
on,  that  the  fpermatic  Artery  intermixing  itfelf 
with  the  Vein,  in  a  Erocefs  of  the  Peritonaeum  at 
feme  Diftance  from  the  Tefticle,  does,  at  its  Ar¬ 
rival  there,,  difperfe  into  lateral  Blanches,  termi¬ 
nating  in  fmall  vifible  Anaftomofes  with  the  cor- 
refponding  lateral  Branches  of  the  Vein,  into  which- 
the  red  Parts  of  the  Blood  are  tranfmitted,  while 
the  ferous  and  lymphatic  Parts  are  carried  by  the 
fmaller  Arteries  into  the  Tefticle,  whofe  glandular 
Pulp  or  Subftance  is  therefore  pale  and  bloodlefs,. 
while  its  including  Tunics  are  abundantly  fpread. 
with  fmall  Blood- veffels  ;.  fo  that  while  the  Mem¬ 
branes  are  plentifully  fupplied  with  Blood,  the 
Pulp  of  the  Tefticle  is  fupplied  with  pellucid  Juices 
by  Arteriote  much  fmaller  than  the  ianguiferous, 
and  into-which  the  Ruyfcbian  Ihjedtion  will  not  en-  ) 
ter.  The  fame  Structure  is  alfo  obfervable  in  the 
Cortex  of  the  Brain,  and  perhaps  the  fame  Mcfchar 
niftn.  may  be  repeated  in  feveral  other  Vifcera, 
where  our  Eyes  and  Micrcfcoges  are  not;  able  to- 
penetrate.  "  Thus* 
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*  Thus  have  we  in  general  confidefd  and  deter- 
min’d  the  Laws  and  Circumftances  of  Secretion 
(§•  2 53*)  ’  but  we  have  reafon  to  fufpebt  that  there 
are  many  Variations  and  Particulars  not  yet  disco¬ 
ver’d  to  us :  for  we  even  know  in  reality'  that  Se¬ 
cretions  may  be  made  from  a  Vein,  by  what  we 
obferve  in  the  Porta  of  the  Liver  from  whence  the 
Bile  is  feparated.  The  diligent  Anatomift  Raw 
formerly  fufpedted  that  the  medullary  Oil  of  the 
Bones  was  fecerned  from  the  fmall  Veins  ♦  and  it  is 
certain  that  the  oily  Cells  have  a  very  open  Com¬ 
munication  with  the  Veins,  by  the  fpeedy  Return 
of  their  Contents  that  way :  we  are  therefore  not 
yet  dear  in  the  Bufmefs  of  all  the  Glands  and  their 
Secretions ;  and  there  are  probably  many  Artifices 
concealed  from  us  in  this  Branch  of  Nature,  which 
\ve  have  not  fo  much  as  fufpe&ed  or  thought  of. 

§.  263.  Since  therefore  Hippocrates ,  Wepfer 
and  Malpighi  have,  from  an  accurate  Survey 
of  the  Cortex  of  the  Brain,  compared  its  Stru¬ 
cture  to  tl  at  of  a  Gland,  it  is  evident  they 
faw  fo  much  Similitude  betwixt  the  Fabric  of 
this  Part  and  that  of  other  Glands,  that  they 
made  no  doubt  but  the  Cortex  of  the  Brain 
Was  truly  glandular :  Malpighi  has  even  pro¬ 
nounced  the  Glandules  of  the  Cortex  to  be  of 
an  oval  Figure,  and  fomewhat  angular  by 
their  Compreffion  on  each  other;  and  that 
the  fmall  ones  being  difpofed  in  Curves  and 
attached  together,  form  larger  oval  Glandules, 
which  again  combine  into  ftill  larger ;  which 
laft  being  colledted  and  difpofed  in  Convolu¬ 
tions  like  the  Inteftines,  immediately  compofe 
the  outer  Part  of  the  Cortex :  fo  that  the  fmal- 
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left  Branches  of  the  carotid  and  vertebral  Ar¬ 
teries  being  here  convoluted  into  the  Structure 
of  a  Gland,  might  diftill  from  an  infinite 
Number  of  their  very  minute  Dudts  or 
Mouths,  the  molt  fubtile  Parts  of  their  Blood* 
into  their  proper  Follicle  or  Cell*  to  be  con¬ 
vey’d  from  thence  into  the  Emiffary,  while  the 
remaining  groffer  Parts  of  the  Blood  are  re¬ 
turned  by  the  fmall  Veins  into  the  Sinus’s, 
See  §.  236. 

§.  264.  This  Opinion  of  Malpighi 1  is  favour¬ 
ed  by  the  Eye  2  and  Micro] cope  3'*  by  the 
Brain  appearing  to  divide  itfelf  into  little 
Heaps,  like  Glands,  after  it  has  been  boiled 4 
from  the  diftindt  Appearance  of  the  Furrows 
betwixt  thofe  round  and  prominent  Heaps,  by 
pouring  Ink  S  on  the  Cortex,  and  then  wiping 
it  off ;  from  the  morbid  Concretion  of  the 
Cortex,  into  a  ftony  Subftance  fhaped  like  a 
Mulberry  6  :  to  thefe  we  may  add  the  Dege¬ 
neration  of  the  contufed  Cortex  into  a  fort  of 
glandular  Fungus  7,  fprouting  up  through  the 
Hole  or  Fracture  of  the  Cranium,  and  the 
evident  Change  of  the  fame  Part  into  Sphe¬ 
rules  8  or  Hydatids  from  a  dropfical  Diforder ; 
all  which  feem  to  prove  that  this  Part  of  the 
Brain  has  the  fame  Fabric  with  other  Glands* 
only  much  more  fubtile  or  minute. 

1  Who  holds  that  the  Brain  is  compofed  of 
Lobes,  which  are  again  made  up  of  Lobules,  and 
thofe  Lift  of  Follicles,  upon  the  proper  Membranes 
of  which  the  fmall  Arteries  are  diftributed,  and  di¬ 
ftill  the  Spirits  or  moft  fubtfc  Juice  of  any  in  the 
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Body  into  the  Cavities  of  the  faid  Follicles,  from 
whence  the  Spirits  flow  by  their  proper  Emiflaries, 
the  nervous  Tubuli  or  Fibrilke. 

a  Such  is  the  Colour,  Humidity  and  pulpy  Soft- 
nefs  of  the  Brain,  and  fo  near  a  Refemblance  has 
it  to  the  Fabric  of  other  Glands,  that  it  was  rank-* 
ed  among  thofe  Parts  by  Hippocrates  in  his  Book  cf 
Glands.  .  But  it  does  not  follow,  that  becaufe  the 
intermediate  Subflance  of  the  Brain  betwixt  its  Ar¬ 
mies  and  Veins  appears  glandular,  that  therefore 
it  is  compofed  of  Follicles  ;  fince  we  know  that 
many  Glands  are  compofed  of  mere  lateral  Vafcules 
in  many  other  Parts  of  the  Body,  and  therefore  the 
feme  Mechanifm  may  obtain  here. 

Tho*  M.  Lewenhoec’s  Microfcopes  were  not 
very  well  adapted  to  examine  pellucid  Objeds,  he 
cou5d  neverthelefs  obferve,  with  his  fell  or  rnoft 
convex  Lenfes,  that  the  Brain  confifted  of  round, 
fplendid,  and  as  it  were  oily  Corpufcles,  refem- 
bling  little  Glands.  But  Malpighi  preferr’d  the 
Microfcopes  made  in  England  by  the  expert  Opti¬ 
cian  J.  Marjhall ,  ingenioufly  contrived  with  three 
or  four  Lenfes,  as  defcribed  in  the  Philofophical 
Lr  an  factions ,  and  in  Harris’s  Lexicon  Lechnicum . 
But  Lewenboe? s  Microfcopes  were  Angle,  confift- 
ing  of  but  one  Lens,  permitting  the  Diftance  of 
one  Semidiameter  of  the  Lens  betwixt  the  Objed 
and  Glafs ;  which  Diftance  is  too  inconftderable  in 
the  fmaller  Lenfes  to  give  the  Objed  Light  enough 
to  be  clearly  viewed  by  the  Eye  of  the  Infpedor. 
Malpighi  therefore  uled  the  double  Microfcopes 
from  England ,  by  which  he  cou’d  perceive  the 
fro  all  Arteries  of  the  cortical  Subftance  terminate  in 
very  minute  Circles,  their  Intervals  appearing  to 
be  fill’d  up  with  little  Grumes  or  round  Bundles  ; 
and  moft  of  the  Learned  after  him  either  few,  or 
imagin’d  they  cou’d  fee  theft  round  glandular  Cox- 
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pufcles  in  the  Cortex,  which  were  in  reality  no 
more  than  its  pellucid  Subftance  terminated  by  the 
Blood- veffels  on  every  Side. 

1  This  Artifice  was  ufed  firft  by  Malpighi ,  and 
then  by  Vieujfens  *  which  laft  boiled  the  Brain  in 
Oil  for  the  Space  of  feveral  Hours,  becaufe  boil- 
jug  Oil  is  thrice  as  hot  as  boiling  Water,  and 
therefore  makes  the  Brain  much  harder  by  boiling  5 
after  the  Pia  Mater  had  been  firft  fcparated  from  it 
on  all  Sides,  he  perceived  the  whole  Surface  of 
the  Cortex  befet  with  little  round  Tubercles  or  In¬ 
equalities  :  but  it  muft  be  confider’d,  that  the  Parts 
of  the  Brain  do  not  retain  their  natural  Difpofition 
after  they  have  been  thus  boiled,  lo  that  we  can  re¬ 
ly  but  little  on  the  Experiment,  which  at  moft 
only  demon  ft  rates,  that  there  are  little  Portions  of 
the  Cortex  diftingujfhed  from  each  other  by  the 
Pia  Mater,  which  deferts  or  fhrinks  from  them  by 
boiling. 

2  Malpighi  having  removed  the  Pia  Mater, 
poured  Ink  upon  the  unequal  Surface  of  the  Cor¬ 
tex  of  the  boiled  Brain,  and  upon  wiping  it  off, 
there  remained  black  Lines  or  Furrows  like  the 
Marfhes  of  a  Net,  betwixt  which  appeared  white 
oval  Cof pufcles  protuberant  *,  but  Ruyfcb  eafily 
demonftrates,  that  the  Ink  thus  defends  only  into 
the  Sulci  formed  by  the  Veffels,  and  therefore  only 
fhow  the  Courfe  of  the  fmall  Veffels  contrafted. 

4  mpfer  has  an  Obfervation  on  fome  Parts  of 
,  the  Brain  petrified  or  formed  into  a  ftony  Sub¬ 
ftance  full  of  little  Eminences  like  a  Mulberry  \ 
which  ferns  to  be  a  ft.rong  Argument  in  Favour  of 
Malpighi's  Notion  of  the  Brain  being  glandular : 
for  a  Juice  or  foft  Subftance  does  not  aflame  any 
proper  Figure  of  its  own  by  Concretion,  but  upon 
petrefying  it  takes  the  Shape  of  the  hollow  Cavity 
$r  Receptacle  in  which  it  was  confined,  There- 
*  .  '  fore 
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fore  from  the  Appearance  of  the  petrefied  Juices  m 
the  Cortex  of  the  Brain,  it  feems  to  follow  that  the 
Humours  thus  changed  retain  *the  Figure  of  the 
glandular  Follicles  into  which  they  were  fecerned 
before  Petre  faction  ;  which  Follicles,  th<f  original¬ 
ly  invifible  from  their  exceeding  Minutenefs,  are 
yet  by  this  morbid  Xndifpofttion  diftended .and  ren¬ 
der’d  confpicuous  by  the  congefted  Matter, 

*  When  the  Dura  Mater  has  been  wounded  by  any 
Accident,  the  Brain  nfually  protrudes  itfelf  thro® 
the  Opening  in  that  Integument,  and  forms  a  fort 
■of  fungous  Excrefcence  upon  the  Lips  of  the 
Wound  ;  fo  that  the  narrow  Part  of  the  Cortex 
coming  through  the  Dura  Mater  k  like  a  Stalk, 
but  the  external  Surface  of  the  Fungus  is  befet 
with  rough  Tubercles  like  little  Buttons,  or  the 
Heads  of  Mufhrooms,  But  thefe  excrefcent  Tu¬ 


bercles  are  thought  to  be  the  glandular  Portions  or 
Follicles  of  the  Brain  diftended,  enlarged  and  fup- 
ported  by  their  Peduncles  or  emifiary  Duffs,  pro¬ 
bably  after  the  manner  of  Grapes.  But  in  effeff, 
thefe  Tumours  fhow  no  more  than  that  the  arteri¬ 
al  Fluid  has  a  great  Nifus  or  Impulfe  thus  to  pro¬ 
trude  Matter,  and  diftend  the  Parts  *,  and  it  is 
certain  that  a  vafcular  Fabric  or  Compages  may  be 
■equally  diftended  by  that  Force  as  a  glandular 
Structure. 

6  Another  cogent  Argument  in  favour  of  the 
glandular  Fabric  of  the  Cortex,  is  the  Appearance 
which  it  makes  in  an  Hydrocephalus,  when  th^ 
Sutures  feparate  fpontaneoufly  from  each  other ; 
and  after  opening  the  Cranium,  removing  its  In¬ 
teguments  and  infpefflng  the  Cortex  we  frequently 
obferve  it  befet  with  little  Veficles  or  Hydatids* 
diftended  with  a  pellucid  and  refplendent  Lymph 
or  Serum;  and  upon  opening  each  of  them  by 
Puncture  with  a  Needle,  they  feveraliy  difcharge 
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a  Tingle  Drop  of  Liquor,  without  communicating 
with  each  other.  This  Liquor  probably  arifes 
from  the  moift  Vapours,  which  are  naturally  very 
fubtile,  being  redundant  and  collected  into  a  fenfi- 
ble  Water  ;  but  Ruyfch  has,  in  his  latter  Prepara¬ 
tions  demon  ft rated,  that  the  cellular  Membrane 
is  infinuated  all  over  the  Brain,  betwixt  the  Tuni¬ 
ca  Arachnoides  and  Veflels  of  the  Pia  Mater,  in 
which  cellular  Fabric  he  has  fometimes  obferved 
an  oily  hat  contained;  and  therefore  he  attributes 
the  Appearance  of  thofe  Hydatids  to  a  Diftention 
of  thefe  Cells  with  an  aqueous  Lymph.  ( Vid .  §, 
82.)  Even  every  Part  throughout  the  whole  Body 
is  furprifingly  inverted  with  communicating  Cells, 
which  become  very  turgid  and  confpicuous  by  Dir 
ftention  either  with  an  aqueous  or  oily  Humour 
from  the  Blood  •>  and  wherever  this  cellular  Expan- 
fion  is  continued  there  the  Parts  are  liable  to  drop- 
fical  T ui nours  or  Diftenfions.  A  Man  who  had  his 
Legs  lwell’d  to  a  moft  monrtrous  Size  by  the  Di¬ 
ftention  of  this  Membrane,  happened  to  break  his 
Shins  by  acccident,  To  as  to  wound  this  cellular 
Membrane;  in  confequence  of  which  all  the  dirtend¬ 
ing  Water  ran  out,  and  left  the  Skin  collapfed  a- 
bout  his  Legs,  that  one  might  have  imagined  them 
inverted  with  Bags.  I  therefore  make  no  doubt 
but  that  as  this  Membrane  is  extended  with  all  the 
Veflels  and  Fibres  of  the  other  Parts  and  Vifcera, 
fo  it  is  likely  to  be  in  the  Cortex  of  the  Brain, 
where  it  may  form  Hydatids  as  in  the  other 
farts. 

§.  265.  But  whether  the  ultimate  little 
Branches  of  the  cortical  Veflels  be  diredfly 
pontinued  into  the  fibrous  Subftance  of  the 
Brain  (§.  269.),  as  Ruyfch  endeavours  to  prove 
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by  his  Preparations ,  cannot  be  determined 
by  any  valid  1  Argument ;  becaufe  thofe  eva~ 
nefcent  Vafcules  are  too  minute  to  be  any 
way  perceived  by  the  Eye,  and  even  Ruyfch , 
by  his  moft  accurate  and  fulled  Injections  of 
this  Part,  could  never  tinge  the  medullary  Sub- 
fiance  of  the  Brain  red,  but  it  always  retained 
its  native  white  Colour  ( per  §.  262.).  Itmuft 
yet  be  confeffed  that  this  Opinion  of  Ruyfch 
feems  very  probable  for  many  important  i 
Reafons,  which  we  fhall  hereafter  mention 
(§•  269.  &  feq.)  5  but  which  ever  Opinion 
takes  place  in  the  cortical  Fabric  of  the  Brain, 
whether  that  of  Malpighi  or  Ruyfch ,  the  Ef¬ 
fects  or  Confequences  will  be  found  nearly 
the  fame  in  both,  , 


*  We  before  obferved  what  might  be  objected 
to  the  Preparations  and  Experiments  of  Ruyfch  in 
§.  236.;  fince  it  appeared  that  a  very  great  Part 
pf  the  moft  tender  Fabric  in  the  Cortex  was  that 
way  deftroyed,  and  only  that  Part  left  entire  which 
lay  next  the  Pia  Mater,  and  was  fill’d  with  the  du¬ 
rable  ceraceous  Injection,  which  he  could  never 
force  into  the  ultimate  Series  or  fmalieft  Branches  of 
the  Veffels;  and  therefore  it  cannot  be  thence  infer¬ 
red  that  there  are  no  intermediate  Glandules  be¬ 
twixt  the  Extremities  of  the  Arteriolse  and  the 
Beginning  of  the  Nerves  ;  he  derponftrates  plainly 
that  there  are  infinite  Numbers  of  fmall  Veflels  in 
the  Cortex,  but  by  no  means  proves  there  are  no* 
thing  elfe  but  VefteJs. 

2  There  are  in  fhort  fuch  probable  Reafons  ad¬ 
vanced  for  the  Opinion  of  Ruyfch ,  that  I  rnuft  at 
length  come  into  his  Notion  entirely  j  for  if  there 

were 
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were  any  of  Malpighi's  intermediate  Follicles  be¬ 
twixt  the  evanefcent  Arteries  of  the  Cortex  and  the 
incipient  Tubuli  or  Fibres  of  the  Medulla,  they 
would  unavoidably  intercept  and  hinder  the  arteri¬ 
al  PrefFure  of  the  Juices  into  the  Nerves,  by  which 
the  whole  Mafs  of  nervous  Fluid  would  be  retarded 
in  its  PafTage  through  the  Medulla  of  the  Brain 
whence  rauft  follow  dangerous  Confequences,  even 
fatal  to  Life,  fince  Life  immedately  depends  on 
the  free  and  uninterrupted  Influx  of  the  nervous 
Juice  from  the  Brain  and  Cerebellum.  Such  a 
Meehan ifm  is  alfo  repugnant  to  the  wife  Conduct  * 
of  Nature  which  fhe  ufes  in  other  Parts,  where  we 
obferve  the  fecretory  Duds  continued  immediately 
from  the  Arteries,  and  conveying  their  Juices 
thence  from  the  Blood  without  any  Delay ;  where¬ 
as  in  all  Glands,  where  Secretion  is  performed  in 
Follicles,  the  Juices  are  not  fecerned  and  difper- 
fed  equally,  but  there  are  a  fort  of  Paroxyfms  or 
Fits  of  an  increafed  and  diminifhed  Secretion,  as 
we  obferve  in  the  Bile,  Semen,  Urine,  fefo  But 
there  are  no  fuch  Fits  of  an  increafed  and  diminifhed 
or  irregular  Secretion  in  the  Brain,  and  it  would 
be  dangerous  for  fuch  to  be  there.  We  know  the 
Follicles  propell  their  contained  Juices  by  a  mem¬ 
branous  Contradion,  and  not  by  the  protrufive 
Force  of  the  Arteries ;  and  that  their  Contradion 
is  not  conftantly  but  at  Intervals,  and  therefore 
Malpighi' s  Dodrine  would  infer  alternate  Repleti¬ 
ons  of  the  Nerves  from  their  Follicles,  fo  that  we 
fhould  thus  be  fenfible  and  infenfible  at  Intervals. 
The  Subftance  of  the  Brain  fo  very  exadly  filling 
the  whole  Cavity  of  the  Cranium,  is  alfo  a  fufficient 
Evidence  there  can  be  no  Accumulation  or  Con¬ 
tradion  in  any  Cells  of  the  Cortex  *  and  if  there 
were  intermediate  Glandules  in  that  Part  we  fhould 
hardly  luffer  fuch  an  Eclypfe  or  fudden  Lofs  of 
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all  the  Functions  depending  on  the  Brain  and 
Nerves,  upon  removing  the  arterial  Preffure  of 
the  Blood  from  the  Encephalon,  as  in  bleeding, 

But  we  experience  that  this  Preffure  of  the  Blood 
from  the  Heart  and  Arteries  is  no  fooner  deftroyed 
or  impaired,  but  that  very  Inftant  all  the  Fundi- 
ons  of  the  Brain  ceafe,  and  return  again  as  fud- 
denly  when  that  arterial  Preffure  is  reftored.  Lafl> 
ly,  we  hardly  ever  meet  in  the  Brain,  even  of  80 
Tears  {landing,  with  thofe  Diforders  fo  frequent  in 
other  glandular  Parts,  which  have  a  much  ftronger 
Fabric. 


§.  266.  The  Extremities  then  of  thofe 
fmaileft  arterial  Branches  (§.  265.),  or  of 
thofe  little  glandular  Follicles  (§.  263.),  fend 
out  fmal!  white  Threads,  which,  becoming 
more  compadl,  unite  and  form  the  Corpus 
Callofum  and  Medulla  of  the  Brain,  which 
laft  is  clofely  inverted  by  and  connedled  to  the, 
Cortex  1  or  cineritious  Part,  both  in  the  Brain 
and  Cerebellum  3  fo  that  wherever  the  cortical 
Part  terminates  there  the  callous  or  medullary 
Part  always  begins. 

*  Which  ought  not  to  be  thought  as  deep  as  the 
Sulci  of  the  Brain,  in  which  the  Pia  Mater  inferts 
itfelf;  for  I  have  frequently  demonftrated  that  the 
whole  Cortex  hardly  ever  exceeds  the  Thicknefs  of 
a  EingePs  Breadth. 

§.  267.  But  which  ever  way  thefe  Parts 
communicate,  the  cortical  Machine  is  fo  ac¬ 
commodated  or  adapted  to  the  medullary 
Sybftajice,  that  it  adheres  not  only  to  the 
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Surface  both  of  the  Brain  and  Cerebellum,  but 
alfo  to  the  outermoft  Appendices  of  the  Cor¬ 
pus  Callofum,  and  to  the  Ventricles,  and  is 
even  continued  1  with  the  fpinal  Medulla, 
and  the  oblong  Trail  or  Portion  thereof, which 
is  without  the  Brain;  butfo  that  in  this  latter, 
the  cortical  2  is  included  in  the  medullary 
Part,  and  intercepts  a  fort  of  Sinus  in  its 
middle,  in  which  a  vafl  Number  of  fmall 
Arteries  are  ramified  down  the  whole  Extent 
of  the  fpinal  Medulla. 

1  The  cortical  Subfiance  is  not  only  continued 
down  the  middle  of  the  whole  fpinal  Medulla,  but 
alfo  abounds  there  more  or  lefs  in  Proportion  to  the 
Number  of  Nerves  fent  out ;  whence  it  is  too  that 
the  fpinal  Medulla  is  very  thick  even  at  the  Os 
Sacrum,  where  one  might  imagine  it  mufl  have 
been  exhaufted  by  detaching  fo  many  and  large 
Nerves  in  the  Way. 

1  It  was  altogether  neceffary  for  the  medullary 
to  include  the  cortical  Subfiance  in  the  Medulla 
Spinalis  *,  becaufe  the  medullary  Fibres  arife  every 
where  diredlly  from  the  cortical  ones  ;  but  if  the 
cortical  Subflance  had  been  placed  withoutfide  the 
Medullary,  then  the  Fibres  of  the  laft  mufl  have 
Concurred  towards  the  Center  and  there  have  met; 
but  they  are  defigned  not  to  meet  but  to  be  fent 
out  in  Nerves,  and  therefore  they  would  then  have 
perforated  the  Sides  of  each  other,  i.  e,  the  me¬ 
dullary  Fib  es  of  one  Side  forming  Nerves,  would 
fend  them  through  the  cortical  and  medullary  Sub¬ 
flance  on  the  other  Side  of  the  Spine,  fo  that  the 
Nerves  of  the  right  Side  would  have  arifen  from 
the  left,  and  the  Reverfe.  To  prevent  thefe  In¬ 
conveniences  and  Embarraffments  Nature  has  in¬ 
verted 


§  268. 


Cortex  of  the  Brain . 


verted  the  Fabric:  of  the  Brain  in  the  fpinal  Medul¬ 
la,  placing  the  cortical  or  cineritious  Subftance 
tvithinfide,  and  the  medullary  Subftance  without,- 
that  the  Fibres  of  the  Jaft  might  be  colle&ed  like 
the  Radii  of  a  Circle,  and  formed  into  Nerves, 
Vid.  §.  237. 


§.  268.  So  that  wherever  this  Compages 
(§.  263.)  of  invifible  Arteries  and  correfpond- 
ing  invifible  i  Veins  is  continued,  throughout 
the  Encephalon  or  Brain  and  its  Appendages, 
there  we  alfo  of  neceffity  meet  with  this  corti¬ 
cal  Subftance,  as  well  in  the  Recedes,  Convo¬ 
lutions,  Divifions,  Interftices  and  Appendices, 
as  in  the  external  Superficies  thereof  next  the 
Cranium, 

1  No  fanguiferous  VefTel  was  ever  obferved  in 
the  cineritious  Part  of  the  Brain  5  none  of  thole 
Arteries  belong  to  it  which  go  down  perpendicu¬ 
larly  from  thofe  of  the  Pia  Mater,  which  are  di- 
ftributed  in  the  Sulci  of  the  Brain.  Nor  has  the 
cortical  Subftance  any  fanguiferous  Veins,  as  Raw 
and  Drelincourt  have  obferved  ;  and  yet  if  we  con- 
fider  what  a  vaft  Quantity  of  Blood  is  brought  to 
the  Brain  by  the  Arteries,  the  greateft  Part  thereof 
muft  be  returned  by  the  Veins  of  the  Pia  Mater 
into  the  Sinus’s,  fmce  the  Arteries  do  not  fend  any 
of  their  Blood  immediately  into  the  Sinus’s  ( per  §■„ 
234.).  In  a  Man  that  is  hang’d  the  Blood  finds 
Admittance  to  the  Brain  by  the  carotid  Arteries* 
which  are  deeply  feated,  but  is  prevented  from  re¬ 
turning  again  by  the  Veins,  which,  lying  near  the 
Skin,  are  comprefied  by  the  Rope  ;  thus  all  the  Ar¬ 
teries  and  Veins  of  the  Pia  Mater  will  bediftended. 
with  Blood  as  if  they  had  been  fill’d  with  the  In- 
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jedionof  Ruyfcb  but  notwithstanding  the  Sinus’s 
and  Veins  are'thus  turgid  and  diftended,  there  is  not 
the  leaft  Rednefs  to  be  obferved  in  the  Subfiance 
of  the  Cortex  •,  and  therefore  it  follows,  that  all 
the  red  Blood  circulates  only  from  the  fanguiferous 
Arteries  into  the  fanguiferous  Veins  of  the  Pia  Ma¬ 
ter,  whence  it  paffes  into  the  Sinus’s  of  the  Dura 
Mater.  But  though  there  are  no  fanguiferous  Vef- 
fels  in  the  Subftance  of  the  Cortex,  yet  there  ard 
1  mailer  ones  which  convey  Juices  thinner  than  the 
Blood,  as  we  are  allured  from  the  Nutrition  and 
Growth  of  this  Part  which  enlarges  in  Proportion 
to  the  reft  of  the  Body,  which  could  not  be  effeded 
without  a  Diftention  by  the  Juices  imped’d  by  the 
Heart  *,  and  the  Truth  of  the  Fad  is  confirmed 
by  all  the  Evidence  that  Reafon  and  Analogy  can 
afford  *,  and  therefore  this  feems  to  be  the  genuine 
Fabric  of  the  Cortex:  Viz,  from  the  fanguiferous 
Arteries  of  the  Pia  Mater  arife  (1,)  fanguiferous 
Veins  which  open  into  the  Sinus’s,  and  (2.)  ferous 
Arteries  which  admit  all  but  the  red  Parts  of  the' 
Blood,  and  again  fend  off  fmaller  lymphatic  Ar¬ 
teries,  and  correfponding  ferous  \  eins,  fo  that  the' 
ferous  Artery  transmits  its  groffer  and  yellow  Parts 
into  ferous  Veins,  and  the  more  fubtile  and  pellucid 
into  lymphatic  Arteries ;  which  again  fend  out  many 
other  fmaller  Series  of  lymphatic  Arteries,  til! 
the  lafl  Series  of  them  terminate  in  the  nervous 
Tubuli  or  medullary  Emiffariesof  the  Brain.  The 
infinite  Number  of  Anaftomofes  or  Communicati¬ 
ons  betwixt  the  Branches  of  the  feveral  Series  or 
Strata  of  pelluid  Arteries  in  the  Cortex,  is  the? 
Reafon  that  this  Secretion  and  the  Adion  of  fome 
of  the  Nerves  does  not  ceafe  when  Part  of  the^  cor¬ 
tical  Subftance  has  been  fuppurated  or  otherwife  de- 
ftroyed  *,  becaufe  the  innermoft  Strata  of  Arteries 

are  ftill  fupplied  with  their  Juices  by  the  lateral  A- 
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naflomofes  or  Communications  of  their  Branches  ; 
fo  that  if  the  Medulla  of  the  Brain  be  not  totally 
deprived  of  all  its  cortical  Subilance  in  any  Part, 
the  Secretion  will  frill  continue  there,  and  fupply 
the  medullary  Tubuli,  notwithfranding  the  Pia 
Mater  and  fuperior  Veffels  are  deftroyed  or  fuppu- 
rated.  Thefe  Anaftomoles  of  the  Veflels  feem-  to 
be  difpofed  in  the  manner  of  the  Circuits  Arte- 
riofus  Willifianus. 


Of  the  Medulla  of  the  Brain* 


|.  269.OI  N  C  E  therefore  Part  of  the  Me- 
dulla  arifes  from  every  Point  of  the 
Cortex,  the  former  muff  of  neceflity  be  very  fine 
and  tender  at  its  Origin  ;  but  conjoining  m  its 
Progrefs  or  Defcent  with  the  other  neighbour¬ 
ing  Tubuli  like  itfelf,  it  becomes  gradually 
more  large  \  compact,  and  vifible,  fo  as  to. 
conftitute  the  Medulla  and  Corpus  Callofuai 
©f  the  Brain,  with  the  Crura  of  the  Medulla 
oblongata,  the  Thalami  of  the  optic  Nerves* 
the  Medulla  oblongata  and  its  Crura,  Pro¬ 
ductions  and  Protuberances  2,  with;  the  Me¬ 
dulla  of  the  Cerebellum,  and  its  Continuation 
into  the  Medulla  obiongata  of  the  Brain;, 
which,  uniting  3  herewith,  forms  the  Corpora 
Pyramidalia  and  Olivaria,  and  then  extendi 
itfelf  down  in  the  fpinal  Medulla,  even  to  the 
fecond  Vertebra  of  the  Loins,  where  it  is  divi¬ 
ded  by  Integuments  from  the  Pia  Mater  into 

diftindt 
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diftinft  Nerves,  which  are  difperfed  from  this 
laft  Head  or  Origin  of  them,  like  a  Horfe’s 
Tail,  as  it  is  alfo  named  j  and  lafllv,  it  is 
from  this  medullary  Subftance,  lodged  in  the 
Cranium  and  Cavity  of  the  Spine  or  Chain  of 
Vertebrae,  that  all  the  Nerves  4,  in  any  Part 
of  the  Body  whatever,  take  their  Origin, 

1  We  are  not  able  to  difcern  one  of  the  fmalleft 
or  moft  fimple  Fibrills  of  the  Medulla  arifing  from 
the  Cortex,  even  by  the  bed  Microfcopes  ;  and 
the  little  fanguiferous  Arteries,  which  are  by  ma¬ 
ny  Series  larger  than  the  Tubuli  or  Fibrils  of  the 
Medulla,  cannot  be  perceived  by  the  naked  Eye : 
But  when  many  of  thole  minute  Fibrills  of  the  Me¬ 
dulla  conjoin  into  a  Fafciculus  or  Stratum  of  a 
hundred  or  a  thoufand,  &c.  we  can  then  perceive 
them  under  the  Form  of  the  medullary  Subftance 
of  the  Brain. 

1  The  Creator  feems  to  have  framed  the  Brain 
with  fo  many  Eminences  and  Convolutions,  that 
the  cortical  Subftance  might  have  the  greateft  Ex¬ 
tent  of  Surface,  and  that  the  greater  Number  of 
medullary  Fibres  might  arife  from  it,  and  be  from 
thence  diftributed  in  diftindt  Orders  or  Clafies, 
without  interfering  together  in  their  Courfes. 

3  There  is  not  one,  even  of  the  fmalleft  Nerves, 
which  arifes  immediately  from  the  cortical  Sub¬ 
ftance  either  of  the  Brain  or  Cerebellum,  nor  even 
from  the  medullary  Subftance  of  either  of  them  fe- 
parately ;  but  the  Nerves  all  arife  from  the  Medulla 
oblongata  formed  by  the  Conjunction  of  the  Me¬ 
dulla  of  the  Brain  and  Cerebellum. 

4  We  ought  not  ftridtly  to  confine  all  the 
Nerves  to  fo  narrow  Bounds  as  forty  Pair  only  ; 

for  in  each  Fafciculus  or  Nerve  of  thofe  Pairs,  are 

con- 
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contained  an  infinite  Number  of  other  Nerves 
diftinguifhed  by  their  proper  Membranes,  and 
thence  difperfed  into  all  the  folid  Parts  of  the  Body, 
which  they  conftitute.  So  that  in  the  human  Body, 
as  the  incomparable  Sydenham  wifely  obferves  in 
treating  of  hypochondriacal  Diforders,  we  meet 
with  two  Syftems  or  Principles  of  Motion  com¬ 
bined  together-,  viz.  (i.)  the  external  or  vafcular 
Syftem,on  which  Life  depends ;  and  (2.)  the  interior 
nervous  Syftem  for  Seniation,  &c.  of  both  which 
Syftems  the  whole  loco-motive  Animal  is  compo- 
fed. 

§.  270.  But  that  the  Filaments  which  com- 
pofe  all  thefe  Nerves,  were  originally  feparate 
and  diftind  from  each  other  in  the  Brain, 
notwithftanding  they  feem  there  conjoined 
into  one  continued  or  compad  Mafs,  will  be 
fufficiently  apparent  to  any  one  who  confiders 
( 1.)  their  Origin,  Compofition,  and  Progrefs 
from  the  difiindl  1  Portions  of  the  Cortex ; 
(2.)  their  Appearance  in  the  Brains  of  Fijh  2, 
Hares,  Sheep,  and  Oxen,  either  crude  or 
boiled ;  in  which  the  medullary  Fibrills  are 
manifeftly  obfervable  like  depreffed  Cylinders 
difpofed  in  Striae,  by  the  Sides  of  each  other, 
like  the  Teeth  of  a  Comb;  (3.)  the  fmall fan- 
guiferous  3  Veflels  infinuating  betwixt  the  me¬ 
dullary  Fibrills,  and  making  a  manifefl  Divi¬ 
sion  or  Separation  of  them ;  (4.)  the  Invertioa 
or  Interpofition  of  the  Cortical  within  the  am¬ 
bient  medullary  Subfiance  4  of  the  Medulla  Spi¬ 
nalis  ;  (5.)  the  Courfe  of  the  white  Fibres  dif- 
perfed  through  the  middle  of  the  cortical  Sub- 

T  fiance. 
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fiance,  which  is  continued 5  in  the  Back-part  of 
the  fpinal  Medulla  before  its  Egrefs  from  the 
Cranium,  and  are  alfo  obfervable  in  the  Sides  of 
the  fame  fpinal  Medulla*  near  its  Origin  with¬ 
in  the  Cranium,  but  are  beft  feen  in  the  Ap¬ 
pendices  of  the  Corpus  Callofum  and  in  the 
Cerebellum  itfelfj  and  (6.)  laftly,  the  Colle¬ 
ction  and  Diftribution  of  thefe  medullary  Fi- 
brills,  firft  into  the  Medulla  Oblongata*  and 
then  into  all  the  Nerves  6  of  the  Body. 

1  The  cortical  Subftance,  we  obferved,  is  vari- 
oufly  difpofed  in  diftinCt  Convolutions,  and  termi¬ 
nates  internally  where  the  medullary  Fibrills  begin  % 
whence  it  follows  that  the  Combination  of  medul¬ 
lary  Fibres  muft  have  arofe  from  diftinCt  Portions 
of  the  Cortex,  per  §,.  266. 

1  The  medullary  Fibrilfs  appear  moil  diftinCt 
in  the  Brains  of  fuch  Animals  as  have  a  very 
fwift  Motion  of  their  Mufcles,  and  in  thole  Brains 
they  are  obferved  in  Striae,  or  difpofed  like  the 
Teeth  of  a  fmall  Comb,  as  Malpighi  has  defended 
them  in  Filli. 

*  If  you  divide  a  Portion  or  Convolution  of  the 
cortical  Subftance  tranfverfly,  after  the  Brain  is  in¬ 
jected,  there  does  not  appear  lb  much  as  one  red 
Spec  or  divided  Blood -veffel ;  but  if  you  divide  a 
Portion  of  the  medullary  Subftance  in  the  fame 
manner,  you  will  perceive  innumerable  red  Points 
betwixt  the  milk-white  Fibres  of  the  Medulla ; 
which  red  Points  are  divided  VefTels,  which  come 
down  perpendicularly  from  the  Pia  Mater,  where 
it  infinuates  betwixt  the  Gyri  of  the  Cortex,  and 
are  not  difperfed  in  a  reticular  manner  among  the 
Subftance  of  the  Medulla,  but  feem  to  run  parallel 
with  the  medullary  Fibres  *  to  communicate 

Warmth 
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Warmth  to  this  colded  and  mod  exanguious  Part 
of  any  in  the  Body:  But  thefe  Veffels  mud  of  ne- 
ceffity  divide  and  didinguifh  the  medullary  Fa¬ 
bric  into  Fafciculi  or  Portions ;  and  in  the  fame 
manner  we  obferve  the  optic  Nerve  is  perforated 
in  its  Center  by  a  fmall  Artery  of  its  own,  which 
divides  the  medullary  Subdance  of  that  Nerve. 

4  The  internal  or  cineritious  Subdance  of  the 
fpinal  Medulla,  appears  (by  the  Ruyfcbian  Art  of 
injecting)  all  over  befet  with  red  Veffels,  like  the 
Cortex  of  the  Brain,  with  its  Pia  Mater.  This 
vafcular  Plexus  in  the  midd  of  the  fpinal  Medul¬ 
la  is  the  Seat  of  a  Diforder  fimilar  to  the  Hydro¬ 
cephalus,  being  a  Dropfy  of  the  internal  cortical 
Subdance  of  the  fpinal  Medulla,  fo  often  fatal  to 
Infants,  and  defcribed  by  Rulpius  and  others  by  the 
Name  of  Spina  bifida;  in  which,  as  in  the  Hy¬ 
drocephalus,  the  bony  Cafe  is  divided  and  vadly 
didended,  as  the  dagnant  Lymph  is  accumulated. 
Ruyfch  has  demondrated  Fibrills  pading  in  a  di- 
dindt  and  tranfverfe  Courfe  from  the  cineritious  to 
their  Infertipn  in  the  exterilal  or  medullary  Sub¬ 
dance  of  the  fpinal  Marrow. 

5  In  every  Procefs  or  Protuberance  formed  by 
the  Brain  before  the  Medulla  oblongata.  Nature 
feems  to  have  dudioufly  placed  feme  of  the  cineri¬ 
tious  Subdance  ;  as  we  may  plainly  perceive  in 
the  Nates,  Tedes,  Corpora  Olivaria,  and  Py- 
xamidalia,  CtV. 

6  The  medullary  Subdance  of  the  Brain  arifes  in 
didindt  Portions  from  the  cortical  Part,  and  is  af¬ 
terwards  divided  or  fplit  into  the  feveral  didindt 
Nerves  of  the  Body:  But  any  one  of  thofe  Nerves 
being  macerated  in  Water,  divides  or  fplits  into  a 
thoufand  Fibres  or  final ler  Nerves,  which  were  no 
lefs  didindt  from  each  other  in  the  Subdance  of 
the  Brain  than  in  the  Body  of  the  Nerve.  In  fliort, 
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the  nervous  Syflem  may  be  well  compared  to  a 
Tree,  the  Trunk  of  which  is  reprefented  by  the 
Medulla  Oblongata,  the  Root  by  the  medullary 
Subdance  of  the  Brain  and  Cerebellum,  and  the 
Branches  by  the  feveral  Nerves  of  the  Body:  But 
there  is  not  any  diitindt  Twig,  or  even  Fibre,  in 
the  Branches  of  a  Tree  which  were  not  alfo  di{tin<% 
from  each  other  in  the  Trunk;  nor  any  diftinft 
from,  each  other  in  die  Trunk  which  were  not  e- 
quail y  fo  in  the  Root,  as  Dr.  Grew  has  long  ago 
demonftrated.  We  do  not  as^  yet  enquire  whether 
the  medullary  and  nervous  Fibres  are  pervious  and 
tubular,  but  we  here  undertake  to  fliew  that  the- 
Medulla  of  the  Brain  is  not  a  confufed  Ma fs  like 
a  Sponge,  but  an  Affemblage  o£  fmall  Threads 
difpofed  iu  a  diftinct  Order.. 

§.  271.  The  Courfe  of  tliefe  medullary 
Fibres  is  perceived  to  be  as  follows:  (i.)  Ari- 
fmg  in  dHlihcrt?  and'  very  flender  Fibrills  from 
the  fpherical  Cortex  1  inverting  the  Medulla, 
they  firft  converge  towards  the  Center  of  a 
Sphere,  and  form  the  whole  medullary  Sub- 
fiance,  from  whence  again  diverging,  the 
fuperior  Fibres  are  collected  into  the  Corpus 
Callofum  2  and  Fornix,  while  the  lower  Fibres 
meet  in  the  anterior  and  pofterior  G~ura  3  of 
the  Medulla  Oblongata.  4,  and  in  the  annular 
Protuberance;  (2.)  thofe  of  the  Cerebellum, 
which  arife  like  the  former,  converge  5  and 
then  unite  with  the  two  preceding,  but  they 
all  combine  in  their  three  different  Dire&ions  ; 
(3.)  all  thefe  Gaffes  of  medullary  Fibres  uni¬ 
ting  into,  one  Fafciculus  or  Bundle,  compofe 
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the  fpinal  Medulla  6  5  (4.)  the  like  fort  of  me¬ 
dullary  Fibres  arifing  all  round  from  the  inter¬ 
nal  or  cineritious  Subftance  of  the  fpinal  Me¬ 
dulla,  unite  with  every  Point  of  the  inner 
Surface  of  its  white  Medulla  from  the  Ence¬ 
phalon  ,  and  give  the  laft  Increafe  to  its 
Bulk. 

*  The  Pia  Mater  forms  many  Arches,  and  gives 
the  Cortex  of  the  Brain  a  fpherical  Figure,  that  it 
might  afford  rife  to  the  greater  Number  of  medul¬ 
lary  Fibres. 

a  The  medullary  Fibres  converging  from  all  the 
tipper  Parts  of  the  Cortex,  unite  together  and  form 
the  Corpus  Callofum,  with  its  Fornix  or  arched 
Roof;  after  which  they  meet  with  the  lower  me¬ 
dullary  Fibres  and  compofe  the  third  Ventricle  : 
But  the  inferior  Fibres  of  the  Medulla  terminate 
in  the  anterior  and  pofterior  Crura  of  the  Medulla 
Oblongata,  which  combine  with  the  medullary 
Fibres  of  the  Cerebellum  and  the  annular  Protube¬ 
rance  •,  fo  that  the  Corpus  Callofum  and  Medulla 
Oblongata  may  be  reckoned  the  two  Trunks  or 
Foot-flalks  to  the  Medulla  of  the  Brain. 

3  The  Crura  may  be  d  iff  in  gu  ifhed  into  two  or 
four,  according  as  the  Lobes  of  the  Brain  are  di¬ 
vided  laterally,  and  into  anterior  and  pofterior. 

4  This  is  compofed  (1.)  of  the  converging  Me¬ 
dulla,  which  is  diftributed  into  the  nine  Pair  of 
Nerves:  (2.)  Of  the  Medulla  from  the  Cerebel¬ 
lum,  wdience  paffing  to  the  fourth  Ventricle  it  af- 
cends  and  unites  with  the  Medulla  Oblongata:  (3.) 
Of  the  medullary  Fibres  from  the  upper  Parts  of 
the  Brain,  which  paffing  over  thofe  of  the  nine 
Pair  of  Nerves ,  terminate  in  the  fpinal  Me¬ 
dulla, 
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5  Thus  the  Fibres  of  the  Cerebellum  all  uniting 
with  thole  of  the  Brain  compofe  the  Medulla  Ob¬ 
longata  j  and  where  the  Medulla  of  the  Cerebrum 
aid  Cerebellum  meet  together  they  form  the  annu¬ 
lar  Frocefs  or  Protuberance*  and  the  fourth  Ven¬ 
tricle  feems  chiefly  defigned  to  keep  the  Crura  of 
the  Cerebellum  diflindt. 

6  This  Part  is  compofed  (i.)  of  the  remaining 
Fibres  from  the  Medulla  Oblongata,  after  it  has 
detach’d  the  nine  Pair  of  Nerves  ;  (2.)  of  thofe 
Fibres  from  the  Cerebellum  which  did  not  afcend 
into  the  Medulla  Oblongata  *,  and  laftly,  (3.)  of 
its  own  Fibres  which  come  from  its  interal  cine- 
ritious  Subilance  and  unite  with  the  former. 

§.  272.  Since  therefore  the  Fabric  or  Stru¬ 
cture  of  thefe  Parts  is  apparently  fuch  as  vve 
have  here  defcribed,  the  Reafon  of  the  Bulk 
Figure  2,  and  Pofition  3  of  the  cortical  Sub- 
lfance  is  thence  obvious  ;  and  it  is  alfo  thence 
evident  that  thofe  Parts  could  not  well  per¬ 
form  their  Office  without  the  Cavities  4  we 
call  Ventricles  5,  the  neceffity  of  which  in  the 
Brain  is  therefore  apparent,  fince  at  the  fame 
time  that  they  prevent  one  Part  of  the  Brain 
from  injuring  the  other,  they  alfb  give  a  free 
Liberty  and  Communication  betwixt  the 
whole  Subfiance  of  the  Medulla;  from  thence 
alfo  appears  the  Reafon  of  fo  many  Protube¬ 
rances  obferved  in  different  Parts  of  the  Medul¬ 
la,  as  new  Supplies  of  medullary  Fibres  arifq 
from  different  Quarters  and  Dire&ions. 

1  It  was  neceffary  for  the  cortical  Subflance  to 
be  more  extended  than  the  medullary,  becauie  but 
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a  few  medullary  Fibres  arife  from  a  large  Portion 
of  the  Cortex  *,  as  is  apparent  in  the  medullary  Pe¬ 
duncles  of  the  Cerebellum,  being  no  larger  than 
ones  Finger,  when  the  Cortex  of  the  Cerebellum, 
whence  they  arife,  is  full  as  large  as  ones  Fid. 
Add  to  this,  that  every  Point  of  the  Cortex  is  an 
Affemblage  of  the  fe  veral  Series  of  V effels  difpofed  in 
Strata,  from  the  fanguiferous  down  to  the  minuted 
invifihle  ones  correfponding  to  but  one  fingle  Point 
or  Fibrill  of  the  Medulla,  which  is  therefore  the 
Emififary  of  the  ultimate  Arteriote. 

a  The  human  Brain  was  advantagioufly  formed 
of  a  fpherical  Shape,  becaufe  under  a  Surface  of 
that  Figure  is  contained  the  mod  Matter  of  any  ; 
and  it  was  abfolutely  necefiary  for  the  Brain  to  be 
very  large,  as  being  the  Foundation  and  Origin  of 
all  the  other  Parts  of  the  Body,  to  which  it  is 
continued  by  the  nervous  Filaments  *,  the  Courfe 
and  Didribution  of  which  Nerves  are  more  beauti¬ 
fully  reprefented  by  Eujlachius  than  Lancifi  was  able 
to  explain  them. 

5  This  appears  from  the  Conveniency  of  the  fe- 
veral  Series  of  Vafcules  being  expanded  in  Strata 
one  within  the  other,  which  could  not  have  been 
done  in  a  plain  Surface,  nor  in  a  membranous  Ex- 
panfion.  And  the  cortical  Subdance  was  alfo  pla¬ 
ced  withoutfide  of  the  Sphere,  becaufe  there  every 
concentric  Circle  is  larger  than  towards  the  Cen¬ 
ter  •,  fo  that  by  this  means,  fuppofing  the  Cortex 
every  where  three  Lines  thick,  it  will  be  thrice  as 
much  as  the  Medulla,  which  Proportion  is  pretty 
near  the  Truth. 

4  The  Ventricles  of  the  Brain  are  not  empty 
Spaces  in  the  living  Animal,  as  they  appear  to  us 
by  opening  and  dilating  them  in  anatomical  De- 
mondrationsj  but  whild  confined  in  the  Cranium 
they  arecollapfed  or  clofe  together,  only  they  are 
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feparated  or  fill’d  with  a  moift  Vapour  or  Dew  : 
and  the  fuperior  Concavities  of  the  Ventricles  clofe- 
ly  adapt  themfelves  to  the  lower  Eminences  of  the 
fame,  lb  as  to  leave  no  intermediate  Space.  ’Tis 
true  thefe  have  been  thought  by  fome  to  be  empty 
Cavities,  and  there  are  many  other  fuppofed  Ca¬ 
vities  in  the  Body,  which  are  void  Spaces  only  in 
Imagination.  The  Cavity  of  the  Thorax  is  en¬ 
tirely  fill’d  with  the  Lungs,  the  Stomach  and  Blad¬ 
der  contract  to  the  Quantity  of  their  Contents, 
and  the  Mouth  can  fo  dole  and  approximate  its 
Parts  as  to  retain  no  Air  or  any  Liquor,  forcing 
its  Contents  back  and  down  into  the  Gula  for  De¬ 
glutition. 

*  kjciIcyi  teazes  himlelf  wonderfully  to  give  a  Reg¬ 
ion  why  the  Hemifpheres  of  the  Brain  are  rather 
made  hollow  than  folid  and  compaft.  The  De- 
fign  of  the  two  anterior  Ventricles,  which  are  the 
larged,  feems  to  be  for  the  more  commodious 
Pallage  and  Difpofition  of  the  medullary  Fibres 
trom  the  cortical  Subdance,  as  the  former  arife 
every  way  from  the  latter,  converge  towards  a 
Center,  and  then  go  out  of  the  Brain.  For  with¬ 
out  this  Contrivance  one  of  the  Inconveniencies 
following  wou’d  have  enfued,  viz.  that  either  the 
Head  and  Brain  mud  have  been  expanded  flat  like 
a  Table,  confiding  only  of  two  Strata,  one  me¬ 
dullary,  and  the  other  cortical ;  or  elfe  the  Medul¬ 
la  mud  have  been  placed  withoutfide  the  Cortex, 
which  wou’d  be  inconfident  with  the  Defign  of  the 
fpherical  Figure  of  the  Brain  N°.  2.  preceding. 
We  alfo  know  that  in  folid  Spheres,  Fibres  arifing 
from  the  Circumference,  and  converging  towards 
a  Center,  mud  perforate  each  other  laterally  in 
order  to  form  Nerves,  as  we  obferved  in  fpeaking 
to  the  Medulla  fpinalis,  §.  267.  The  third  Ven¬ 
tricle  pf  the  Brain,  a  Pofia,  placed  betwixt  the 
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two  pofterior  Crura  of  the  Medulla  oblongata, 
arifes  from  mechanical  Neceftity,  fmce  the  round 
Bodies  of  the  Thalami  of  the  optic  Nerves  cou’d 
not  well  touch,  or  come  into  Contact  with  the  reft 
of  the  Brain  without  an  intermediate  Hiatus  or  Se¬ 
paration.  The  fourth  Ventricle,  which  is  a  per¬ 
pendicular  Fofta  betwixt  the  Conjunction  of  the 
Crura  of  the  Cerebellum  and  Medulla  oblongata, 
the  upper  Part  of  which  Fofta  is  from  its  Shape 
termed  Calamus  fcriptorius ,  does^alfo  arife  from  the 
fame  mechanical  Neceftity.  The  Ventricles  of  the 
Brain  have  alfo  many  Ufes  or  Advantages  in  Life, 
fuch  as  the  perpetual  Exhalation  of  a  thin  Vapour, 
or  moift  Dew,  to  diftinguifh  and  feparate  the  me¬ 
dullary  Fibres  from  concreting  or  adhering  to  each 
other  ;  and  to  convey  thofe  moift  Vapours,  when 
turned  into  Water,  to  the  Infundibulum  and  pi¬ 
tuitary  Gland  to  be  abforbed  ;  as  alfo  to  receive 
the  reticular  Expanlion  of  fanguiferous  Arteries, 
termed  Plexus  choroideus ,  which  communicates 
Warmth  to  the  cold  Subftance  of  the  Brain. 

§.  273.  But  it  is  highly  probable  that  the 
medullary  Fibres  of  the  Cerebellum  *,  which 
fends  out  no  Nerves  from  its  Medulla,  afcend 
upwards  from  their  Conjunction  with  the  Me¬ 
dulla  oblongata  towards  the  anterior  Part  of 
the  fame  Medulla  of  the  Brain,  where  the  le- 
veral  Pairs  of  Nerves  are  thence  detach’d,  and 
there  joining  with  thofe  Nerves,  are  thence 
continued  with  them  to  the  feveral  Parts  of 
the  Body;  the  Fibres  from  the  Brain  and  Ce¬ 
rebellum  being  all  the  way  very  diftindf  from 
each  other  in  their  Origin,  Progrefs  or  Diftri- 
bgtion,  and  Offices:  and  this  Commerce  or 
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Intercourfe  betwixt  the  Fibres  of  the  Brain  and 
Cerebellum  will  evidently  appear  to  one  who 
confiders  the  various  Infertiom  2  of  the  medul¬ 
lary  Part  of  the  Cerebellum  into  the  Medulla 
oblongata  of  the  Brain,  and  the  Increafe  3  of 
the  latter  thence  arifing ;  as  alfo  from  confi- 
dering  the  Return  of  the  fpinal  Nerve  from  the 
boney  Cafe  of  the  Vertebras  into  the  Cranium, 
there  to  unite  itfelf  with  the  Nerve  of  the 
eighth  Pair.  But  thofe  other  medullary  Fi¬ 
bres  of  the  Cerebellum,  which  are  not  thus 
detach’d  with  the  Nerves,  are  fo  intermix'd,  4 
with  the  Fibres  of  the  Brain,  that  there  is  not 
perhaps  a  fingle  Point  in  the  whole  Medulla 
oblongata  and  fpinalis,  in  which  there  are  not 
as  well  Fibres  of  the  Cerebellum  as  of  the  Ce¬ 
rebrum  intermix’d  and  therefore  both  are 
probably  extended  together  in  like  manner  in 
the  Body  of  every  Nerve  for  quite  different  and 
diftindt  Offices  or  Effedts. 

x  The  Brain  or  Cerebrum  feems  to  be  the  Seat 
of  animal  Adtion  in  the  human  Body,  and  the  Ce¬ 
rebellum  the  Seat  of  the  vital  Actions  or  Functi¬ 
ons  (per  §.  600.)  *,  but  the  Faculties  of  Senfation 
and  voluntary  local  Motion  cannot  fubfift  feparate- 
ly  without  the  vital  and  involuntary  Adtions  :  and 
this  may  probably  arife,  becaufe  the  Fibres  of  the 
Brain  are  in  no  Nerves  extended  without  the  Fibres 
of  the  Cerebellum,  nor  can  we  affirm  that  any  one 
Nerve  comes  only  either  from  the  Brain  or  Cere¬ 
bellum. 

s  All  the  Medulla  of  the  Cerebellum  is  not  fpent 
in  the  fpinal  Medulla  ;  for  a  confiderable  Part  of 
the  former  afcends  forwards,  and  conjoins  itfelf 
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with  the  Fibres  of  the  Cerebrum,  as  Vieufens  and 
Ridley  have  obferved  ;  and  this  that  they  might  be 
extended  with  the  Fibres  of  the  Nerves  which 
arife  from  the  Brain  ;  fo  that  the  Nerves  of  the 
Medulla  oblongata  have  their  Origin  in  part  from 
the  Cerebellum  as  well  as  from  the  Brain, 

3  It  will  readily  appear  to  a  confiderate  Enquirer, 
that  fo  large  a  Body  ^s  the  Medulla  oblongata 
cou’d  not  arife  from  the  medullary  Fibres  of  the 

>  Brain  only,  without  the  Conjunction  of  the  Fibres 
from  the  Cerebellum ;  even  the  whole  annular  Pro¬ 
tuberance  is  compofed  of  the  medullary  Fibres 
from  the  Brain  and  Cerebellum  intermixed. 

4  So  that  no  one  Nerve  arifes  from  the  Medulla 
oblongata  but  what  has  Fibres  both  from  the  Brain 
and  Cerebellum  ;  nor  is  there  any  Point  of  the 
Medulla  oblongata,  nor  of  the  lpinal  Medulla,  in 
which  there  are  not  the  Fibres  of  both  interfper- 
fed  ;  if  we  except  only  the  .olfadory  Nerves, 
which  feem  to  arife  from  the  Brain  only :  But  k 
does  not  follow  that  thefe  two  Sorts  of  medullary 
Fibres  are  confounded  indifcriminately  together  be- 
caufe  they  are  intermixed  •,  for  tho’  in  their  Diftri- 
bution  they  are  frequently  interwoven  and  confound¬ 
ed  in  Plexus’s  and  Expanfions,  like  as  the  Cauda 
equina  fplits  into  an  infinite  Number  of  nervous 
1  hreads,  like  Hairs,  without  obferving  any  regu¬ 
lar  Order  in  their  Courfe,  yet  every  Thread  is  ve¬ 
ry  diftind  from  each  other,  and  regularly  djfpofed 
from  their  Origin  at  the  cortical  Subftance  to  their 
Expanfion  in  nervous  Filaments, 
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Concerning  the  Juice  or  Spirit  of  the 
Brain  and  Nerves. 


S- 274*  XX  7Hoever  t^en>  Wlt^  regard  to 
V  V  the  fecretory  Office  of  this 

Part,  confiders 1  ( 1.)  the  foremen tion’d  Nature  or 
Fabric  of  the  Cortex  (§.  263  to  266.),  with 
that  of  the  diftindt  medullary  2  Fibres  thence 
arifing  (§.  270.) ;  (2.)  the  Similitude  of  this 
fecretory  Apparatus  with  that  of  all  the  other 
Glands  in  the  Body ;  (3.)  the  vaft  Quantity  of 
very  thin,  pure  and  fluid  arterial  Blood 3,  fo 
ftrongly  propell’d  hither  by  the  adjacent  Heart, 
before  it  has  loft  any  of  its  more  fubtle  Juices ; 
(4.)  the  very  thin  4  lymphatic  Juice,  which  al¬ 
ways  appears  within  the  medullary  Subftance 
of  the  Brain  in  Difleftions,  manifeft  not  only 
to  the  Touch  andTafte,  but  alfo  to  the  Eye, 
efpecially  when  armed  with  a  Microfcope;  and 
which  Juice  is  often  found  in  a  much  increa- 
fed  Quantity  in  moft  difeafed  Brains ;  (5.)  that 
the  Veins  5  of  the  Pia  Mater  return  the  Blood 
from  the  cortical  Subftance  of  the  Cerebrum 
and  Cerebellum  into  the  Sinus’s  of  the  Dura 
Mater,  to  be  thence  convey’d  by  the  jugular 
Veins  and  Cava  to  the  Heart;  (6.)  the  con- 
ftant,  regular  and  proportional  Growth  or  In - 
creafe  6  and  Nutrition  of  the  Stamina  or  fmall 
Threads  of  this  Part,  which  are  continually 
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deftroyed  and  repaired  from  the  firft  Beginning 
even  to  the  Period  of  Life  :  whoever  confiders 
thefe,  muft  judge  that  the  medullary  Fibres 
are  fmall  pervious  Tubuli,  receiving  the  molt 
fubtile  7  Juice  of  any  in  the  whole  Body  j  which 
being  prepared  and  feparated  in  the  wonderful 
Fabric  of  the  Cortex,  is  thence  propell’d  from 
every  Point  thro’  thefe  Tubuli  into  the  Medul¬ 
la  oblongata,  and  there  colleded. 

1  5Tis  true,  we  now  aftume  an  Argument  which 
cannot  be  demonftrated  to  our  Senies,  fince  the 
molt  exquifite  Refearcher  into  minute  Obje&s* 
Lewenhoec  himfelf,  confeftes  that  his  Glades  could 
never  make  out  to  him  the  mod  minute  Fabric  of 
the  Medulla  *,  we  muft  therefore  have  recourfe  in 
this  Cafe  to  the  Method  we  are  often  obliged  to 
ufe  in  phyfical  Matters,  that  is,  by  Reafon  and 
Analogy  to  trace  the  Structure  or  Fabric  as  a 
Caufe  a  pofteriori ,  or  from  the  obvious  Phenome¬ 
na  and  Effeds  *  from  thefe  we  are  therefore  to 
judge,  whether  the  medullary  Fibres  (§.  270.)  are 
either  folid  and  impervious,  or  tubular,  and  fo 
formed  from  a  Number  of  fmall  Vafcules,  as  to 
receive  and  convey  a  Liquor  thro’  their  Cavity. 

a  We  have  before  ftiow’d  (§.265.)  that  the  firft 
vafcular  Stratum  of  the  Cortex,  which  is  next  to 
the  Pia  Mater,  confifts  of  red  or  fanguinous  Vet 
fels,  from  whence  arife  the  other  Strata  or  VefTels 
in  the  Cortex,  which  admit  fuch  Juices  only  as  are 
pellucid  and  thinner  than  the  red  Parts  of  the 
Blood  itfelf ;  and  we  know  that  fuch  pellucid  Vef- 
fels  as  are  feparately  invifible  appear  together  of 
an  afh  or  grey  Colour,  like  Flint  Glafs.  We  alfo 
know,  that  where  the  moft  fubtile  Part  of  this 
cortical  Subftance  terminates,  there  the  medullary 
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Part  apparently  begins :  but  we  have  not  any  one 
inftance  throughout  the  whole  human  Body  of 
Veffels  terminating  in  a  folid  or  blind  Extremity 
(§•  l32-  N°  20.)  ;  but  open  either  into  other  Vei- 
iels  or  into  fome  Space  or  Cavity  *,  other  wife  the 
Circulation  of  our  animal  Juices  would  ceafe :  ’Tis 
therefore  hence  probable,  that  as  the  fmaller  pellu¬ 
cid  Veffels  arife  from  the  fanguiferous  or  red  V af- 
•cules  of  the  Cortex  ;  fo  from  the  fmalleft  Series  of 
pellucid  Yafcules  in  the  Cortex  arife  the  very  mi* 
nute  Tubuli  of  the  Medulla.  Plow  prepofterous 
and  unparallel’d  wou’d  it  be  to  affert,  that  the 
Blood  and  its  moft  fubtile  Juices  are  convey’d  to 
folid  and  impervious  Fibres  in  the  Medulla,  and 
then  returned  again  by  the  V eins  without  perform* 
ing  any  thing  but  its  Circuit ;  this  wou’d  be  not 
only  repugnant  to  the  wife  Oeconomy  of  Nature, 
but  alfo  refuted  by  the  Inftance  of  a 31  the  other  Vif- 
cera,  efpecially  the  Kidneys,  where  the  iecretory 
Tubuli  arifing  from  the  cortical  Fabric  bears  fome 
Analogy  to  this  Part  *,  and  if  it  be  faid  that  in  the 
Spleen  the  Blood  paffes  without  performing  any 
thing  there  befides  its  Circuit,  we  anfwer,  that 
there  we  have  no  Appearance  of  any  fecretory  Tu¬ 
buli,  but  only  a  Congeries  of  Veffels. 

3  Malpighi  fhows  how  vaft  a  Quantity  of  Blood 
^s  impeil’d  to  the  Brain  (§.  239.),  which  at  leaft 
receives  more  than  any  other  Vifcus  j  nor  is  the 
Brain  ever  deprived  of  its  great  Quantity  of  Blood, 
even  in  tabid  or  confumptive  Patients  whofe  Bones 
are  vifible  thro’  their  Skin  ;  for  in  fuch  we  obferve 
the  Cranium  quite  full,  and  the  Brain  as  large  and 
as  found  as  ever.  I  can  hardly  believe  any  one 
will  entertain  a  Notion  fo  abfurd,  as  to  think  that 
all  this  vaft  Quantity  of  Blood  is  lent  to  the  Brain 
for  nothing,  as  it  muft  be  if  there  is  no  Secretion 
there  made  from  it  s  for  if  the  Blood  was  only  feot 
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by  the  Arteries  to  the  Brain,  and  again  return’d  as 
it  went  by  the  Veins,  all  this  vaft  Quantity  of 
Blood,  amounting  to  near  one  third  of  the  whole 
Mafs,  would  be  in  a  manner  loft,  and  take  this 
Courfe  for  no  Ufe  either  to  itfelf  or  the  Brain. 

4  I  have  frequently  obferved  that  by  dividing 
the  Medulla  Oblongata  with  a  very  fharp  Razor, 
and  then  infpeCting  with  a  Microfcope,  there  ap¬ 
pears  little  Drops  of  Moifture  tranfuding  like 
Dew,  which  prefently  exhale  and  dry  up,  or  if  you 
wipe  or  fcrape  them  off,  they  are  prefently  again 
renew’d.  If  a  Brain  be  diftill’d  with  a  very  flow 
Fire,  or  a  Heat  not  exceeding  that  of  boiling  Wa¬ 
ter,  it  quickly  turns  almoft  wholly  into  a  lympid 
Water,  leaving  very  few  folid  Veffels  behind.  The 
Liquor  found  in  the  V entricles  of  the  Brain  in  a 
healthy  Man  that  has  died  a  violent  Death,  wholly 
evaporates  with  Heat,  as  Bellini  obferves ;  and 
the  Subftance  of  the  Brain  itfelf,  freed  from  the 
Pia  Mater,  almoft  wholly  evaporates  in  the  Shade  j 
but  it  is  not  probable  that  the  Veffels  themfelves 
evaporate,  only  the  fmall  Veffels  having  exhaled 
their  Liquors  collapfe  and  fhrink  up  to  a  Mem¬ 
brane.  This  Liquor  of  the  Ventricles  is  alfo  fre¬ 
quently  obferved  in  great  Plenty  after  lethargic 
Diforders  of  the  Brain,  which  has  been  taken  no¬ 
tice  of  even  by  the  Ancients,  who  therefore  pro¬ 
nounced  a  moift  Brain  to  be  attended  with  dull  In¬ 
tellects. 

*  Where-ever  the  Blood  is  driven  into  a  Part  by 
Arteries,  and  returned  again  by  Veins,  there  is  al¬ 
ways  fome  Secretion  made  from  it ;  nor  is  there  any 
Reafon  to  be  offer’d,  why  fuch  a  Secretion  fhou’d 
not  be  performed  in  the  Brain. 

6  This  is  an  Argument  next  to  a  Demonftration  : 
For  in  the  human  Animalcule,  lefs  than  a  Grain  of 
Sand,  and  in  the  incipient  Foetus,  no  bigger  than 
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an  Ant,  there  is  both  a  Brain,  Cerebellum,  and 
fpinal  Marrow  ;  all  which  grow  and  increafe  in 
proportion  with  the  reft  of  the  Body  :  fuppofmg 
then  that  the  Brain  and  its  Appendages  are  aug¬ 
mented  and  nourifhed  like  the  reft  of  the  Body, 
that  is,  by  an  uniform  and  equable  Diftention  of 
Parts,  by  the  Juices  propell’d  thro’  the  Arteries  by 
the  Force  of  the  Heart ;  the  fame  Caufes  muft  be 
then  admitted  in  the  Brain,  viz.  a  Supply  of  Juices 
from  the  Heart  to  every  individual  and  minuteft 
Fibre,  of  the  Medulla  as  well  as  the  Cortex  ;  or 
elfe  how  does  the  firft  grow  and  increafe  if  it  be  on¬ 
ly  folid  Fibres,  having  no  Commerce  with  the  Ar¬ 
teriole  of  the  Carotids.  I  therefore  conclude  for 
my  own  part,  that  this  Argument  is  little  inferior 
to  an  ocular  Demonftration;  nor  can  any  Objection 
of  Confequence  be  raifed  againft  it ;  even  the  Mi- 
nutenels  of  the  Vafcules  rendering  them  invifible  is 
of  no  Force  againft  us. 

1  The  great  Tenuity  of  this  Juice  is  apparent 
from  the  Experiments  of  Ruyfch ,  by  which  he 
con’d  never  injedt  the  fmaller  Arteries  from  whence 
it  is  feparated  ;  for  when  I  have  been  prefent  with 
this  celebrated  Anatomift  about  to  injedt,  he  has 
declared  to  me  before- hand,  that  he  cou’d  not  pro- 
mife  his  Injedlion  wou’d  fucceed  equally  alike,  but 
fometimes  one  Part  happen’d  to  take  well,  and 
fometimes  another :  and  in  the  fulleft  Injedfion  he 
ever  made  of  the  Brain,  the  Arteries  of  the  whole 
Pia  Mater  were  diftended,  and  fome  fmall  Part  of 
the  Cortex  next  the  Pia  Mater  looked  red  *,  whence 
the  fmaller  Veffels  next  continuous  to  the  red  injedf- 
cd  ones  were  diflblved  when  he  compleated  his  Pre¬ 
paration  by  macerating  in  Water,  in  order  to  fu~ 
fpend  it  in  Spirit  of  Wine.  And  it  is  evident  that 
many  of  the  Veffels  in  the  Cortex  were  fill’d  by  his 
Injedlion  with  a  much  greater  Force  than  is  ever 
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exerted  naturally,  fince  no  Part  of  the  Cortex  ever 
appears  red  without  Injedtion  ;  and  therefore  the 
fmalleft  of  the  injedted  Veftels  in  his  Preparation 
were  naturally  pellucid  or  ferous,  and  not  fangui- 
ferous  Arteries  :  In  the  fame  manner  too  we  ob¬ 
serve  but  very  few  fanguiferous  Arteriole  creeping 
on  the  Albuginea  of  the  Eye,  when  it  is  not  in¬ 
flamed  ;  but  in  Ophthalmias  and  the  Preparations 
of  that  Tunic  by  Ruyfch ,  it  appears  all  over  red, 
by  Blood  or  Injedtion  being  forced  from  the  fan¬ 
guiferous  into  the  firft,  and  perhaps  the  fecond  Se¬ 
ries  of  lymphatic  Arteriolae  thence  arifing  •,  but 
the  greatell  Part  of  the  Cortex,  which  is  only  many 
Strata  of  Vafcules,  we  fee  cannot  be  injected  ;  and 
therefore  it  follows  that  the  Cortex  mull  contain  ma¬ 
ny  more  Series  of  lymphatic  Arteriolas  ftill  fmaller 
than  the  firft  and  fecond  Order,  which  cannot  be 
enter’d  or  injected  by  the  moft  fubtile  coloured 
Liquor. 

§.  275/'  And  if,  with  regard  to  the  Nature 
of  this  juice,  we  again  confider  (i.)  the  parti¬ 
cular  State  or  Difpofition  of  the  Blood  brought 
to  the  Brain  by  the  carotid  and  vertebral  Arte¬ 
ries  [per  §.  224  and  235.),  by  which  it  dif¬ 
fers  from  all  the  other  Blood  in  the  whole 
Mafs ;  (2.)  the  moft  fubtile  or  minute  Structure 
of  the  evanefeent  Arterioles,  coming  from  the 
Vertebrals  and  Carotids,  vanifhing  in  a  fort  of 
downey  or  cotton-like  Pulp,  and  by  an  inferu- 
table  Implication  and  Contexture  forming  the 
Subftance  of  the  Cortex  (§.  236.);  (3.)  the 
particular  Nature  of  that  juice  (§.  274.  N°.  4.) 
which  fo  fuddenly  exhales  of  its  own  accord, 
and  does  not  harden  with  Heat  as  do  the  lym- 
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phatic  Juices,  and  which  fo  nearly  evaporates 
as  to  leave  little  or  no  Refiduum;  (4.)  the 
great  Power  and  Celerity 1  with  which  we  dai¬ 
ly  obferve  this  Fluid  aft  in  the  Nerves  and 
Mufcles:  whoever  confiders  thefe  and  the 
preceding  Circumftances  (§.274.)  will  readily 
conclude  the  component  Particles  of  this  Juice 
are  the  mod  Ample,  denfie  or  firm  2,  fubtile 
and  moveable  3  of  any  Juice  throughout  the 
whole  Body. 


1  I  no  fooner  will  the  Extension  of  my  Arm, 
but  the  Adion  inftantly  follows  without  any  fenfi- 
ble  Interval :  but  this  Addon  of  the  Mind  mult  be 
jBrft  exerted  in  the  Brain,  notwithftanding  M.  Per- 
raulfs  Opinion  to  the  contrary.  W e  are  furnifhed 
with  innumerable  Experiments  which  argue  againft 
him,  and  demonftrate  that  the  Brain  being  ob- 
ftruded  or  deftroyed,  the  voluntary  Motions  are 
thence  fupprefied  j  and  that  by  intercepting  the 
Commerce  betwixt  the  Brain  and  any  Part,  that 
Part  immediately  ceafes  to  be  governed  and  adtua- 
ted  by  the  Mind.  But  if  the  mufcular  Motion  of 
a  Part  fo  immediately  follows  the  determinate 
Adlion  in  the  Brain,  it  is  evident  that  no  Juice  can 
fufhee  for  the  Office,  but  what  is  apt  to  move 

the  fwifteft  and  eafieft  of  any. 

a  Tho’  the  nervous  Juice  or  Spirits  feparated  in 
the  Brain  are  the  mod  fubtile  and  moveable  of  any 
Humour  throughout  the  whole  Body,  yet  are  they 
formed  like  the  reft  from  the  fame  thicker  Fluid 
the  Blood,  palling  thro’  many  Degrees  of  Attenua¬ 
tion,  till  its  Parts  become  fmall  enough  to  pervade 
the  laft  Series  of  Veffels  in  the  Cortex,  and  then  it 
becomes  the  fubtile  Fluid  of  the  Brain  and  Nerves.  , 
But  as  far  as  we  can  perceive,,  ail  the  circulating 
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Juices  in  the  Body  confld  of  fpherical  Particles, 
and  therefore  this  circulating  Juice  of  the  Nerves 
probably  confids  of  fuch  figured  Particles,  only  Am¬ 
ple,  or  the  leaf:  compounded  of  other  fmaller 
Spherules  of  any  Humour  in  the  whole  Body  ;  and 
therefore  fuch  fimple  or  lead  compounded  Sphe¬ 
rules  will  be  the  mod  folid,  or  the  lead  apt  to  di¬ 
vide  and  break  into  lefs.  They  will  be  more 
denfe,  folid  and  permanent,  as  being  fimple  Sphe¬ 
rules  ;  whereas  the  other  larger  Spherules,  com¬ 
pounded  of  feveral  fmaller,  intercept  Pores,  and 
are  thence  lighter,  more  divifible  and  unadfive. 
Thus  Gold,  whofe  elementary  and  condiment  Par¬ 
ticles  are  altogether  fimilar  and  very  compact,  is  a 
mod  durable  or  permanent  Body,  not  capable  of 
being  dedroyed  even  by  the  intenfed  Fire. 

3  They  will  be  the  mod  fluid  or  moveable  of 
any  Particles,  as  having  no  Tenacity  or  vifcid  Co- 
hefion  to  each  other,  by  which  they  will  very  often 
change  their  Contacts  by  the  lead  Force  ;  other  wife 
they  wou’d  never  exhale  fo  readily  {per  §.  264.) 

§.  276.  But  the  red  Parts  of  the  Blood  ap¬ 
pear  by  the  Microfcope  to  be  the  graded  or 
large]}  1  of  all  that  are  contained  in  any  of  our 
healthy  Juices ;  and  in  the  mean  time  the  Se¬ 
rum,  confiding  of  Particles  much  fmaller  than 
the  red  Cruor,  is  fubdivifible  into  Corpufcles 
or  Spherules  incredibly  lefs  than  any  we  can 
obferve  in  it,  as  may  appear  from  the  Increafe 
of  the  Foetus  or  Carina  in  Ovo  during  Incu¬ 
bation,  where  the  Albumen,  which  is  thicker 
than  the  Serum,  is  fucceflfively  fo  attenuated 
that  it  at  length  becomes  capable  of  pervading 
all  the  inconceivably  fmall  Yeffels  in  the  little 
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Embryo :  even  the  leaft  Infedl  in  the  World 
has  its  infinitely  numerous  and  different  Vet- 
fels,  pervaded  by  their  refpedive  Juices,  not 
excepting  thofe  infinitely  fmall  Animalcules 
difcernible  with  good  Glaffes  in  the  Semen 
mafculinum ;  from  all  which  it  is  evident  that 
the  Particles  of  this  very  fubtle  Juice,  or  Spi¬ 
rit  of  the  Brain  and  Nerves,  are  to  be  efleem- 
ed  vaftly  fmaller  than  they  are  generally  ima¬ 
gin’d  to  be. 


1  Trufting  to  Reafon  and  Experiment  to  con- 
du£t  us  in  our  prefent  dark  Enquiry,  I  {hall  en¬ 
deavour  to  fhow  you  by  a  familiar  Inftance,  how 
a  grofs  Liquor  may  afford  a  very  fubtile  one  bare¬ 
ly  by  Heat  and  Attrition.  We  know  by  Lewen- 
hoec's  Obfervations  (§.  226.)  that  each  red  Globule 
is  compounded  of  fix  fmaller  ferous  ones,  into 
which  they  diffolve  or  feparate  by  a  gentle  Heat. 
Now  this  fame  Serum  into  which  the  Cruor  is  re- 
folvable,  does  by  the  Heat  of  fcalding  Water  con¬ 
crete  like  the  White  of  a  boiled  Egg  ;  but  being 
digefted  with  a  very  gentle  Heat,  only  equal  to 
that  of  a  healthy  human  Body,  it  difiolves  or 
turns  to  a  very  thin  and  pellucid  Serum  almoff  like 
Water.  In  the  Egg  which  weighs  about  two 
Ounces,  under  a  fitting  Hen,  various  Juices  are 
contained  within  the  Shell,  the  Chalaza  or  white  Li¬ 
gaments,  Albumen,  Yolk,  and  Cic&tricula  ;  which 
laft  is  a  little  whitifh  Sacculus,  about  the  Size  of  a 
fmall  white  Pepper-corn,  and  full  of  a  very  lyrn- 
pid  Liquor,  in  the  nfidft  of  which  is  lodged  a 
white  Spec  no  bigger  than  the  Head  of  a  minikin 
Pin,  and  of  a  very  high  Relifh  or  Tafte,  The 
Egg  fill’d  with  thefe  leveral  Juices,  and  placed 
under  the  fitting  Hen,  is  found  to  have  diminish-  j 
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ed  in  its  Albumen  upon  opening  it  on  the  third 
Day  after  Incubation  *,  while  the  Cicatricula  or 
little  Sacculus  of  Colliquamentum  is  at  the  fame 
time  proportionably  larger,  and  the  Spec  or  Point 
in  it  has  a  vifible  Pulfation,  and  is  enlarged  into 
the  Form  of  a  Vermicle  :  alfo  if  you  break  an  Egg 
at  longer  Intervals  after  Incubation,  the  Albumen 
will  always  be  found  proportionably  lefs  or  more 
diminifhed  as  it  has  been  longer  fit  upon,  and  the 
Carina  or  incipient  Chick  with  the  Amnios  or  inclu¬ 
ding  Membrane  appears  lb  much  the  more  enlarg¬ 
ed.  Laftly,  if  you  break  an  Egg  on  the  twen¬ 
tieth  Day  after  Incubation,  there  will  be  found  lit¬ 
tle  or  none  of  the  Albumen  in  the  including  Shell 
and  Membranes  j  while  the  Yolk  at  the  lame  time 
appears  to  have  undergone  little  or  no  Alteration, 
but  the  Sacculus  or  Amnios  is  iurprifmgly  difiend- 
ed,  and  contains  the  Carina  or  Chick  fo  much 
augmented,  that  itfelf  weighs  near  the  whole  two 
Ounces  of  the  Egg.  Hence  it  manifeftly  appears, 
that  the  Albumen  only  is  the  Matter  from  whence 
the  whole  Body  of  the  Chick  is  formed  in  the  Space 
of  twenty-one  Days :  but  this  Albumen  is  a  gela¬ 
tinous  Liquor  included  in  concentric  fine  Mem¬ 
branes  or  Lamellae,  continually  leffening  and  refi¬ 
ning  in  Texture  towards  the  Center,  like  Coats  of 
an  Onion,  the  Yolk  itfelf  and  the  Coliquamentum 
or  Carina  being  the  Center  of  thofe  Lamellae. 
Thefe  Liquors  of  the  Egg  quickly  putrefy  if  it  be 
not  prolific,  and  becoming  volatilized  exhale  thro* 
the  Pores  of  the  Shell  and  including  Membranes  ; 
nor  will  they  then  harden  with  Heat  like  as  in  a 
found  Egg,  which  affords  a  certain  diftinguilhing 
Sign  to  detect  an  addled  or  unfound  Egg.  But  if 
the  Egg  was  fecundated  by  the  Cock,  and  then  re¬ 
tained  in  a  gentle  Heat,  then  the  thick  Albumen  is 
fjjcceffively  attenuated  from  one  Lamella  to  ano- 
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ther,  and  being  elaborated  in  the  fmall  Glands  of 
the  Yolk,  is  at  length  convey’d  by  the  omphalo- 
mefenteric  Veftels  of  du  Verney  into  the  Inteftines 
and  Veins  of  the  incipient  Chick  ;  and  is  laftly  con¬ 
verted  into  its  feveral  vital  Juices,  pervading  even 
the  Brain  and  Nerves  in  form  of  fuch  a  fine  Li¬ 
quor  as  will  not  harden,  but  eafily  exhale  in  Va¬ 
pours.  In  the  fame  manner  the  Serum  of  the 
Blood  (which  is  fo  much  of  the  fame  nature  with 
the  Albumen,  having  the  like  Tenacity,  and  har¬ 
dening  with  Heat)  is  gradually  fo  attenuated  by  the 
perpetual  Attrition  given  to  it  by  the  Arteries, 
that  by  palling  thro5  various  Degrees  of  Tenuity,  it 
at  length  lofes  its  Tenacity,  and  becomes  a  molt 
fubtile,  moveable,  and  volatile  Liquor,  pervading 
thro*  the  cortical  Fart  of  the  Brain,  which  admits 
none  oi  the  red  Blood  [per  §.  235.) :  and  it  is  not 
improbable  but  that  the  feveral  Strata  of  decreafing 
V efiels  in  the  Cortex  may  be  concentric,  and  ana¬ 
logous  to  the  feveral  Lamellae  of  the  Albumen  in 
the  Egg, 

§.  277.  From  what  has  been  faid  we  may 
alfo  affirm  that  this  Juice  is  of  a  very  different 
Nature  from  any  Jaline  1  Subfiance  whatever, 
whether  produced  by  Art  or  Nature  3  becaufe 
we  obferve  that  all  the  Properties  or  Affections 
of  the  faid  Juice  are  va ft ly  foreign  to  all  thofe 
of  faline  Subftances :  And  much  lefs  can  it  be 
formed  of  any  oily  2  Matter  hitherto  known  5 
fince  fuch  Subftances  are  injurious  to  the  Tu- 
huli  or  hollow  Fibres  contained  in  this  Juice. 
Nor  has  it  any  Refemblance  to  the  Spirits  3 
p  oduced  from  vegetable  Matters  by  Fermen- 
becaufe  thofe  Spirits,  in  their  pureft: 
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State,  firft  ffirink  and  dry  up  the  Fibres  or  Tu- 
buli,  and  then  render  them  unfit  to  perform 
their  Offices.  ’Tis  rather  more  probable,  that 
this  Juice  or  Spirit  of  the  Brain  and  Nerves  is 
like  thofe  of  the  moft  fubtile  and  pure  Water, 
from  their  agreeing  fo  nearly  in  the  Solidity, 
Smoothnefs,  Simplicity  and  great  Fluidity,  or 
Difpofition  for  moving,  and  their  want  of  Ela- 
fhicity ;  notwithstanding  we  are  afiured  that 
they  arife  from  other  Materials  than  Water, 
as  appears  from  the  Tranfmutation  of  the 
Juices  in  an  Egg  4  by  Incubation. 

'  Whether  acid  or  alcaline;  notwithftanding 
the  Chemifts  teach  that  the  Spirit  or  Juice  of  the 
Brain  is  compofed  of  volatile  Salts  much  more  pe¬ 
netrating  than  Water;  becaufe,  fay  they,  fuch 
Salts  arife  from  the  Blood  and  Juices  when  expo- 
fed  to  a  Heat  the  fame  with  that  of  a  healthy^Bo- 
dy  which  comes  near  to  the  Heat  of  a  fitting  Hen  ; 
M.  Pafcbal,  and  others,  again  fuppofe  them  acid, 
and  Dr.  Mayow  thinks  them  like  to  the  aereal 
Nitre;  but ’tis  notorioufly  obvious  to  every  one, 
that  the  Subftance  of  the  Brain  has  naturally  no 
Tafte  or  other  Property  belonging  to  Salts ;  on  the 
contrary,  there  is  not  any  one  Part  in  the  whole 
Animal  more  infipid,  infomuch  that  it  is  fcarce 
eatable  without  a  great  deal  of  acid,  Sea-falt,  or 
other  Sauces  ;  or  were  the  Tubuli  of  the  Brain  and 
fmall  Vafcules  of  the  Cortex  to  be  pervaded  in 
their  natural  State,  by  fuCh  acrid  faline  Juices  they 
would  be  totally  diffolved  together  with  the  Me¬ 
dulla  of  the  Brain  and  the  Subftance  of  the  Nerves 
themfelves ;  nor  could  faline  Particles  pafs  through 
fuch  minute  Tubuli,  which  are  too  fmall  to  admit 
even  the  Parts  of  Water  itfelf. 

U  4 
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1  Willis  fuppofes  the  Medulla  of  the  Brain  to  be 
of  an  oily  or  l'ulphurious  Nature,  a  Property  the 
remoteft  of  any  from  the  Nature  of  this  Juice 
which  if  it  vvere  like  Oil  would  be  too  tenacious  to 
enter  fuch  minute  Pafiages  and  move  fo  fwifdy  as 
we  often  obferve  in  the  Mufcles,  &c.  F.  Redi 
obfei-ved  that  Serpents  and  Fifh  included  in  a  clofe 
\  eifel  turned  into  a  fetid  Liquor,  like  a  pellucid 
Water,  with  fome  Oil  fwimming  on  the  Top 
rom  the  Fat  of  the  cellular  Membrane  under  the 

r  n,r  ,  ,  which  filews  thar  animal  Juices  are  not 
or  a  lulphurious  Nature. 

Tills  Hypothefis,  which  we  are  going  to  re- 
fute,  has  pleafed  many  celebrated  Phyficians,  and 
lome  who  have  profeffed  in  the  prefent  Chair  of 
Leyden-,  where  it  has  been  taught  that  a  Catalepfy  is  a 
ongelation  of  the  animal  Spirits  by  a  volatile  alca- 
hne  Salt,  in  the  fame  manner  as  Alcohol  Vini  and 
Spirit  of  Sal  Ammoniacum  do  upon  Mixture  run 
into  the  folid  Ofla  Helmontiana.  There  are  in¬ 
deed  many  ways  of  refuting  this  Opinion  :  for  nei¬ 
ther  is  there  any  Fermentation  in  the  human  Body 
whereby  to  generate  a  vinous  Spirit  from  an  acid 
or  vegetable  Jmce,  nor  is  there  any  Fire  and  Ap¬ 
paratus  in  tue  lame  to  dlftil  and  feparate  fuch  a  vo¬ 
latile,  oiiy,  and  inflammable  Spirit ;  nor  could  it 
if  it  was  feparated,  pervade  the*  final!  Tubuliofthe 
Brain  and  Nerves,  fmce  it  in  a  great  meafure  par¬ 
takes  of  theTenacity  of  Oil,  as  appears  from  its  run- 
J'inS  down  the  aides  of  a  Glals  in  Strfe  ;  and  fince 
by  its  ftrong  A tt ration  of  Water  or  conftringino- 
Quality,  whereby  it  preferves  anatomical  Prepaid 
tions,  it  wou’d  indurate  and  clofe  all  the  Vefiels 
and  Paflages.  Nor  does  the  Juice  of  the  Brain 
manifeft  any  phlogiftic  Quality,  but  extinguifhes  a 
Flame  when  tnrown  upon  it ;  nor  can  it  refift  be¬ 
ing 
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ing  frozen  by  the  moft  intenfe  Froli,  as  Alcohol 
will. 

4  The  Matter  from  whence  the  Juices  or  Spirits 
of  the  Brain  are  prepared,  is  the  vifcid  and  tena- 
ceous  Serum  of  the  Blood,  which  by  palling  thro5 
many  Degrees  of  Attenuation,  at  length  acquires 
the  Subtilty  of  a  Spirit,  after  its  Particles  have 
been  moulded  or  formed  by  palling  frequently  thros 
the  fmalleii  Series  of  Vefiels  in  the  Body  ;  palling 
from  Blood  into  Serum,  from  Serum  into  Lymph, 
and  from  Lymph  of  the  fir  It  Order  in  all  fucceffive 
final]  er  ones,  till  at  I  ait  Jofing  the  Nature  of 
Lymph  it  acquires  the  fubtle  one  of  a  Spirit.  But 
as  the  Albumen  of  the  Egg  is  fo  much  like  the  Sc¬ 
rum  of  the  Blood,  and  the  Heat  of  the  human 
Body  fo  near  to  that  of  a  fitting  Hen;  v/e  Dial], 
perhaps,  not  judge  amifs  if  by  Analogy  we  reckon 
the  Time  required  to  prepare  one  Juice  by  the  other ; 
i.  e.  as  the  Albumen  takes  twenty  one  Days  time 
to  turn  it  rotten  or  elfe  digeil  it  into  the  healthy 
Juices  of  the  Chick,  fo  the  Serum  of  the  Blood 
may  take  about  the  fame  time  to  digeft  and  break 
it  fmall  enough  for  this  Juice  of  the  Brain;  for  fi- 
milar  Caufes  generally  yield  fimilar  Effects.  This 
Juice  is  therefore  not  a  mere  Water,  for  that 
would  be  too  rigid,  and  its  Parts  would  have  none 
of  that  mild  Tenacity  neceffary  for  their  adhering 
to  the  healthy  Fibres  for  Nutrition  ;  nor  is  Wa¬ 
ter  a  Ccfrdial,  but  thofe  Liquors  only  are  Cordials, 
which  are  either  themfelves  apt  to  turn  into  good 
Blood,  or  which  fo  augment  the  Powers  of  Life, 
as  to  convert  the  Blood  into  nervous  Fluid  by  ma¬ 
king  it  pafs  through  all  the  feveral  Degrees  of  At¬ 
tenuation.  Too  plentiful  drinking  of  watery  Li¬ 
quors  and  Water  only  are  fo  far  from  recruiting  the 
Spirits,  that,  after  a  fhort  flow  of  Spirits,  they  in¬ 
fringe  and  weaken  all  thQ  vital  Towers,  A  Re¬ 
dundancy 


2  9  8  'Juice  of  the  Brain.  ^278. 

dundancy  of  Water  is  the  frequent  Caufe  and  Com¬ 
panion  of  Lethargies  *,  and  yet,  notwithftanding, 
the  Nature  of  the  nervous  Juice  is  not  very  remote 
from  that  of  Water;  for  if  the  whole  Brain  be  di- 
ftill’d  with  a  Heat  equal  to  that  of  boiling  Water, 
it  affords  the  greateft  Plenty  of  that  Liquor,  differ¬ 
ing  little  or  nothing  from  fimple  or  pure  Water  ; 
though  by  a  ftronger  Heat  you  may  alfo  obtain 
the  fame  Salts,  Oils,  as  from  the  Blood 

(jper  §.  22 7.  N°  2.) 

§.  278.  We  are  again  convinced  that  the 
Quantity  of  this  Juice  muft  be  very  large 
and  be  perpetually  renew’d  or  made  afrefh 
every  Moment  while  we  are  alive  and  well ; 
as  may  appear  from  confidering  the  Magnitude 
or  Size  of  the  carotid  and  vertebral  Arteries  ; 
from  their  diredl  and  ready  Courfe  to  the 
Head,  free  of  all  Impediments ;  from  the  vaft 
Quantity  of  Blood  impell’d  through  them  by 
the  Heart;  from  the  greater  Velocity  with 
which  it  arrives,  and  from  the  vaft  Quantity 
or  Extent  of  the  cortical  Subftance,  all  which 
fufficiently  prove  the  Largenefs  of  the  Secre¬ 
tion. 

1  If  we  examine  the  Brain  and  its  Appendages, 
to  wit,  the  Cerebellum,  Medulla  Oblongata,  and 
Spinalis,  we  fhall  find  no  other  Vifcus  fo  large  in 
the  whole  Body  and  if  to  that  Confideration  we 
add  the  great  Quantity,  Velocity,  and  direft 
Courfe  of  the  Blood  fent  thither  by  the  very  adja¬ 
cent  Heart,  and  that  this  Blood  is  more  refined 
and  replenifhed  with  fpirituous  or  eafily  moving 
fmall  Particles  than  any  other  Blood  of  the  whole 

Mals* 
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Mafs,  we  may  then  readily  conclude  that  this 
Juice  is  prepared  very  copioufly  and  powerful¬ 
ly- 

,  / 

§.  279.  And  fince  the  Office  of  this  tender 
Apparatus  is  fo  important,  therefore  the  whole 
Encephalon  is  included  and  defended  in  a  Cafe 
of  refilling  Bones  *,  without  being  loaded  or 
preffed  by  any  incumbent  Fat  2,  Mufcles  or 
other  Bodies;  and  as  its  Arteries  and  Sinus’s 
are  alfo  equally  fecured  from  fuch  Incum- 
berances  in  their  Courfe,  keeping  always  the 
fame  State  or  Diameter,  it  follows  from  the 
whole,  that  this  juice  will  be  equally  3  and 
uniformly  prepared  in  the  faid  Vifcus. 

1  No  lefs  furprifingly  than  advantagioufly  framed 
of  eight  diftindt  Bones,  of  different  Figures,  fo 
connected  as  to  give  way  and  yield  to  the  Extern 
fion  and  Growth  of  the  Inhabitant,  which  is  thus 
fecured  from  Injuries  and  Compreffure. 

a  There  are  indeed  fome  few  Inftances  of  Fat 
being  obferved  about  the  Brain,  but  never  without 
fatal  Confequences,  as  you  may  fee  in  Bonnetl  Se- 
• fulchret .  Anat. 

s  We  have  before  obferved,  that  the  Brain  is  not 
liable  to  that  Stimulus  or  Preffure  of  the  Mufcles, 
which  increafes  many  Secretions  more  at  one  time 
than  at  another  ;  nor  does  it  wafte  or  fail  of  its 
juft  Supplies  from  the  Heart,  even  in  the  laft  Ex¬ 
tremity  of  a  Confumption,  where  a  little  before 
Death  the  Patient’s  Senfes  are  in  great  Perfection  ; 
and  after,  the  Cranium  appears  full,  and  the  Brain 
perfectly  entire :  and  thus  I  remember  a  little 
Girl  who  was  fo  wafted  in  an  Atrophy,  that  all 
the  Blood- veffels  quite  vanifhed3  and  fhe  had  not 
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the  Power  of  moving  any  Limb,  and  yet  her  Sen- 
fes  continued  entire  even  to  the  very  Article  oF 
Death. 
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§.280.  IN  the  next  place  the  Medulla  ob- 
J[  hngaia 1  and  Ipinalis,  (inverted  with 
a  very  thin  Membrane  compofed  of  exceeding 
minute  Veffels,  difcover’d  by  the  Ruyfchian 
Art  of  injecting,  and  confiding  of  the  medul¬ 
lary  Fibres  of  the  Brain  and  Cerebellum  col¬ 
lected  together)  fend  forth  within  the  Skull, 
in  twenty  different  Places,  ten  2,  falfely  call’d. 
Pair  of  Nerves,  fince  moft  of  them  confift  in 
reality  of  feveral  diftindt  and  large  Nerves 
joined  together ;  but  from  the  fpinal  Medulla 
without  the  Cranium  arife  in  the  fame  manner 
thirty  3  Pair  of  Nerves,  which  are,  like  the 
former,  very  much  compounded  of  other  lef- 
fer  ones ;  befides  one  Pair  of  Nerves  arifing 
out  of  the  Cavity  of  the  Spine  or  Vertebra  of 
the  Neck,  near  the  fourth  Pair  of  vertebral 
Nerves ;  and  uniting  in  its  Afcent  with  Bran¬ 
ches  from  the  fecond  and  third  Pair,  it  there¬ 
by  becomes  gradually  thicker  and  larger,  till  it 
at  laft  joins  with  the  eighth  Pair  of  Nerves. 

The  cortical  Part  of  the  Brain  receives  the  moft 
fubtile  and  pellucid,  rejecting  the  red  Parts  of  the 
Blood,  from  the  Pia  Mater ;  which  more  fubtile 

Parts 
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Parts  of  the  Blood  pafs  fucceffively  thro’  the  feve- 
ral  fmaller  Series  of  Veffels  in  the  Cortex,  till  being 
highly  attenuated,  it  at  length  enters  the  medullary 
Tubuli :  But  the  Fibres  of  the  Medulla  are  all  col¬ 
lected  into  that  of  the  Oblongata,  and  then  fends 
forth  Nerves,  which  never  arife  feparately  either 
from  the  Medulla  or  Cortex  of  the  Brain  alone,  but 
from  the  Medulla  oblongata  and  fpinalis,  formed 
by  the  Conjunction  of  the  Medulla  of  the  Brain  and 
Cerebellum  together. 

1  Rather  nine  Pair,  the  laft  of  which  belong  to 
the  Tongue;  for  the  tenth  is  an  accefiory  Pair, 
arifing  from  the  Medulla  fpinalis,  and  entring 
within  the  Cranium,  it  joins  with  the  eighth  Pair 
of  the  Brain,  and  then  returns  out  of  the  Cranium 
again. 

3  The  fpinal  Nerves  ftrike  off  nearer  from  their 
Origin  or  Medulla  in  the  Cafe  of  Vertebne,  than 
thofe  which  come  from  the  Medulla  oblongata 
within  the  Cranium.  The  laft  Extremity  or  Ter¬ 
mination  of  the  Brain  is  near  the  Os  facrum,  in  a 
numerous  Aftembiage  or  Bunch  of  nervous  Fila¬ 
ments,  termed  from  its  Appearance,  the  Cauda 
equina .  * 

§.  281.  All  thefe  Nerves,  while  concealed 
within  their  medullary  Subftance,  are  of  a 
foft  and  pulpy  Confidence ;  but  paffing  out 
from  the  Medulla  they  are  cover’d  with  an  In¬ 
tegument  1  from  the  Pia  Mater,  wherein  they 
are  fecured  as  they  proceed,  and  then  perfo- 
rate  the  Dura  Mater 2,  which  is  extended 
round  them  in  canular  Productions  like  a 
Sheath,  reaching  as  far  as  the  Foramina  of  the 
Cranium  thro’  which  the  Nerves  pafs,  where 
\  "  the 
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the  Integument  of  the  Dura  Mater  unites  with 
that  of  the  Pia  Mater  5  and  clofely  inverting 
the  nine  Pair  of  Nerves  with  the  acceiTory 
Pair,  fecures  them  wonderfully  in  their  Pro- 
grefs  from  the  Cranium :  but  the  other  thirty 
one  Pair  of  fpinal  Nerves  defcend  downwards 
thro’  the  broad  and  artful  Spaces  formed  be¬ 
twixt  the  Margins  of  each  vertebral  Apophy- 
fis ;  from  whence  emerging,  they  are  imme¬ 
diately  after  fecured  by  their  Integuments,  and 
becoming  firm  and  compact  are  difperfed  thro* 
every  individual  Point  of  all  the  feveral  folid 
Parts  of  the  Body  with  which  we  are  yet  ac¬ 
quainted. 

1  The  Confidence  of  the  Nerves,  as  they  arife  in 
the  Brain,  is  very  foft  and  medullary  ;  but  having 
reached  the  Margin  of  the  Medulla  oblongata  from 
whence  they  emerge,  they  firft  receive  an  Integu¬ 
ment  or  Coat  there  from  the  Pia  Mater,  as  is  ge¬ 
nerally  faid  by  Anatomifts ;  but  the  optic  Nerve 
has  its  medullary  Subftance  apparently  inverted 
with  an  Integument  much  harder  than  Can  be  well 
derived  from  that  Membrane ;  nor  does  the  faid 
Tunic  perform  the  Office  of  the  Pia  Mater,  fince 
none  of  the  Nerves  are  furnilhed  by  the  cortical 
Subftance  or  Fabric.  Upon  this  laft  Tunic,  im¬ 
mediately  inverting  the  medullary  Subftance  of  the 
Nerve,  is  fpread  the  Tunica  Arachnoides,  and  cel¬ 
lular  Membrane,  thro5  which  the  fmall  Vefifels  are 
diftributed  on  the  Surface  of  all  the  Nerves. 

a  The  Dura  Mater  not  only  inverts  the  whole 
Surface  of  the  Cranium  internally,  but  is  alfo  ex¬ 
tended  without, over  all  the  Nerves  which  pals  from 
the  Cranium,  and  accompanies  them  even  in  their 
Dirtributions.  I  examined  the  fpinal  Medulla  after 
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It  had  been  with  much  Labour  freed  from  its  Cafe 
of  Bones,  from  the  Occiput  to  the  Cocyx,  by  an 
indefatigable  Anatomift,  and  cou’d  then  fee  ma¬ 
ny  Fibres  of  the  Medulla  defcend  and  run  together 
into  a  Bundle  forming  one  Nerve,  which  palled 
out  thro5  a  Foramen  of  the  Dura  Mater,  which 
gives  a  very  ftrong  and  hard  Coat  to  the  Nerves, 
which  after  they  are  gone  fome  way  from  the 
Spine,  join  together  in  Ganglia,  or  Knots  of  a 
hard,  flefhy,  or  cartilaginous  Texture  ;  but  the 
medullary  Fart  of  the  Nerve  continues  of  as  foftn 
and  mucous  a  Subftance  in  the  final  left  Fibrils,  as 
at  its  Origin  in  the  Brain  itfelf.  Thus  the  optic 
Nerve  taken  together  feems  tough  and  hard,  but 
on  dividing  it  tranfverfiy,  the  mucous  medullary 
Subftance  is  forced  out  from  its  containing  Integu¬ 
ments  by  their  natural  Contraftion  j  but  there  is  no 
Neceftity  for  you  to  divide  or  wound  the  Nerve  to 
be  convinced  of  its  Medulla ;  for  by  tracing  it  a 
little  farther  from  the  Cranium,  it  puts  off  the  hard 
Integument  received  from  the  Dura  Mater,  and 
therewith  forms  the  Sclerotica  or  hard  Coat  confi¬ 
ning  the  whole  Globe  of  the  Eye  ;  it  then  alfo  de- 
pofits  the  inner  Coat,  received  from  the  Pia  Mater 
and  Tunica  Arachnoidea,  which  forms  the  Choroi- 
des  of  the  Eye  next  to  the  Sclerotica  ;  fo  that  thefe 
Membranes  being  depofited  from  the  Nerve,  it  is 
now  expanded  in  a  foft  medullary  Plexus  termed 
the  Retina.  The  fame  is  alfo  true  of  the  auditory 
Nerve,  which  depofitsthe  two  Integuments  it  recei¬ 
ved  from  the  Dura  Mater,  within  the  auditory  Si¬ 
nus  *,  and  that  from  the  Pia  Mater  is  thrown  off 
upon  the  Tympanum,  while  itfelf  continues  ex¬ 
panded  in  the  Cochlea  and  femicircular  Canals  a 
mere  Mucus  or  Medulla :  Whence  it  is  manifeft, 
that  the  callous  Hardnefs  of  the  Nerves  arifes  from 
their  including  Membranes,  in  which  the  Medulla 

from 
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from  the  Brain  retains  its  original  Difpofition 
without  any  Change  throughout  their  whole  Diftri- 
bution  to  every  Point  of  the  Body.  So  that  which 
is  fhow’d  in  anatomical  Demon  ft  rations  under  the 
Name  of  a  Nerve,  is  a  fmall  Portion  of  the  me¬ 
dullary  Subftance  included  in  tough  Membranes. 


§.  2 82.  But  thefe  Coats  of  the  Nerves 
(§.281.),  are  every- where  fpread  with  fmall 
Janguiferons  x,  lymphatic,  and  other  Vefiels, 
invefting  their  whole  Fabric  very  clofely;  fo 
that  they  do  not  conftitute  this  Part  as  a 
Nerve,  but  only  ferve  to  colled:,  fecure  and 
convey  the  medullary  Fibrills  or  Tubuli  to 

j  * 

their  refpeclive  Parts ;  from  confidering  which, 
you  may  account  for  many  Phenomena  and 
Difeafes  of  the  Nerves. 

1  My  Friend  Ruyfch  writes  in  an  Epiftle  to  me, 
that  his  Inje&ion  fucceeds  the  moft  beautifully 
when  forced  in  by  the  umbilical  Vefiels  of  a  Calf 
that  has  been  lately  dropp’d  :  for  then  even  the  In¬ 
teguments  of  the  Nerves  appear  beautifully  painted 
with  Blood-veffels.  In  the  optic  Nerve  we  obferve 
four  little  Arteries  running  externally  in  its  hard  In¬ 
tegument,  without  entering  its  medullary  Sub¬ 
ftance,  fince  they  belong  only  to  the  Membranes  : 
but  the  Medulla  of  the  Nerve  has  an  Artery  run¬ 
ning  thro’  its  Axis  or  Center,  and  expanding  itfelf 
laterally  with  the  Retina,  and  caufes  a  blind  or  in- 
fenfible  Point  in  the  Center  of  the  Retina.  There 
are  an  infinite  Number  of  fanguiferous  Vefiels  di« 
ftributed  in  the  Dura  Mater  and  its  Membranes, 
and  there  are  doubtlefs  Lymphatics  alfo  of  the  fever?! 
fmaller  Series :  all  which  Vefiels,  even  thofeof  the 
Brain  and  Nerves,  are  in  veiled  with  the  cell  ular 

Membrane  % 
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Membrane  ;  and  therefore  here  feems  to  be  the  Seat 
of  many  nervous  Dilorders  which  are  independent 
of  the  Brain,  fuch  as  one  Species  of  the  Rheuma- 
tifm  and  Gout,  tho’  the  former  is  generally  feated 
in  the  vafcular  Plexus’s  of  the  Membranes,  Ten¬ 
dons  and  MulcJes  ;  and  the  Species  of  the  Gout 
which  I  mean,  is  that  termed  by  Hippocrates  the 
profound  Separation  of  the  Blood,  &c.  which  Dif- 
orders,  as  alio  Palfies  of  the  Joints,  where  the  Brain 
is  unaffe&ed,  may  be  removed  by  topical  Reme¬ 
dies,  as  I  have  myfelf  experienced  ;  which  can 
hardly  be  expedted,  when  the  Seat  of  the  Diforder 
is  in  the  Medulla  or  Brain,  fuch  as  Paliies  following 
Apoplexies,  Lethargies,  &c.  which  are  never  cu¬ 
rable  without  reftoring  the  Brain  to  its  former  Inte¬ 
grity. 

§.  283.  Bat  when  the  ultimate  Fibres  of 
thefe  Nerves  enter  the  Parts  to  which  they  are 
determined,  they  then  depofit  the  Coats  1  they 
before  received  from  the  Meninges,  and  are 
foon  after  expanded  in  Form  of  a  very  thin 
and  tender  Membrane,  or  elfe  end  in  a  foft 
Pulp. 

1  We  have  already  obferved  this  of  the  optic  and 
auditory  Nerves  (§.281.  N*.  2.);  and  it  is  the 
fame  with  the  olfadtory  Nerves,  which  approach¬ 
ing  the  Os  cribrofum  pafs  thro*  the  little  Sheaths  or 
tubular  Produdtions  of  the  Dura  Mater,  and  then 
expand  like  a  foft  Pulp  on  the  Membranes  of  the 
Nofe,  giving  way  to  the  lead  Preflure  like  a  Mu¬ 
cus.  The  fmall  tadtile  Nerves  are  demonftrated 
by  Malpighi  and  Ruyfch  to  be  very  ftrong  and 
hard  till  they  reach  the  reticular  Body  of  the  firfl, 
under  the  Cuticle,  where  they  depofit  their  Integu- 
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merits  of  the  Dura  and  Pia  Mater,  the  -laft  forming, 
the  Corpus  reticulare  Malpigbii,  and  the  former  the 
Cuticle,  while  the  pulpy  Subftance  of  the  Nerves 
themfelves  is  formed  into  little  Heaps  termed  Pa- 
pillre  ;  and  if  you  remove  the  faid  Cuticle  and  re¬ 
ticular  Body,  there  appears  underneath  them  a  Con¬ 
geries  of  naked,  foft,  gelatinous  and  very  fenfible 
Papillae  in  the  true  Skin.  If  powder’d  Cantharides 
are  applied  to  any  Part  of  the  Skin,  and  fuffer’d  to 
remain  too  long  on  the  Part,  as  I  have  l'ometimcs 
known,  and  then  a  ftrong  Bafilicon-Plaifter  impo- 
fed  over  the  naked  Papilla?,  after  the  Cuticle  has 
been  elevated  and  the  PapilltG  much  corroded  by  the 
Acrimony  of  the  Flies,  it  excites  fuch  an  excrucia¬ 
ting  Pain  in  the  laid  Papillae,  which  are  then  eafi- 
]y  difcernible  by  the  Microfcope,.  that  Convulfions 
and  even  Death  itfelf  have  been  known  to  follow. 
And  the  fame  direful  Symptoms  will  alfo  follow 
upon  an  ignorant  Surgeon’s  fcraping  off  the  faid 
nervous  Mucus  or  Papilla  appearing  under  the 
dead  or  deftroyed  Cuticle.  All  the  Nerves  there¬ 
fore  in  the  Body  terminate  one  and  the  fame  way, 
nor  is  the  leaft  Fibre  or  folid  Part  of  the  Body 
without  its  Nerv  %  or  which  is  not  as  well  Appli¬ 
ed  with  the  nervous  as  with  the  arterious  Syftem. 

§.  284.  If  we  therefore  attentively  confider », 
(1.)  that  the  medullary  Subftance  (§.270, 
274.),  wholly  pervious  or  tubular,  is  entirely 
fpent  in  compofing  the  fmall  Fibres  of  the 
Nerves,  palling  into  them  alone  in  one  conti¬ 
nued  Courfe  without  any  Interruption ;  (2.)  that 
if  the  Medulla  of  the  Cerebrum  or  Cerebellum 
be  compreffed 2,  wounded,  putrefied  or  eroded, 
all  the  Actions  of  the  Nerves  thence  arifing  are 
immediately  abolifhed  or  deftroyed,  notwith- 
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Handing  the  Nerves,  themfelves  and  their  Inte¬ 
guments  are  entire  and  without  Injury;  (3.)  that 
all  the  Nerves  very  readily  perform  their  Of¬ 
fice,  tho*  they  are  every-vvhere  either  lax  or 
pendulous,  and  difpofed  either  In  oblique, crook¬ 
ed  3  and  indebted  or  retrograde  Courfes;  (4.)  that 
the  Nerves  being  compreffed  or  tied,  even 
without  wrounding  ’em,  the  Parts  to  which 
they  belong,  betwixt  the  Ligature  and  Extre¬ 
mity  4,  lofe  all  their  Faculties  of  Senfe  and 
Motion,  while  thofe  Parts  which  are  fupplied 
by  the  fame  Nerve  betwixt  the  Ligature  and 
Medulla  of  the  Brain  are  unafteded ;  who¬ 
ever  refleds  on  thefc  Circumftances  will  readi¬ 
ly  conclude,  that  thofe  Fibres  or  Tubuli  of  the 
Nerves  continually  receive  5  the  Juice  of  the 
Medulla  (§.  275  to  278.),  and  tranfmit  the 
lame  by  very  diftind  Paffages  to  every  indivi¬ 
dual  Point  of  the  whole  Body,  and  that  by  the 
Conveyance  of  this  juice  only  th£y  perform  all 
their  Adions  and  Ufes  as  Nerves. 


*  There  are  two  Opinions  which  at  prefent  pre¬ 
vail  with  regard  to  the  Nerves,  fome  thinking 
them  pervious  and  filled  with  a  kind  of  Juice  ful> 
fervient  to  Senfation  and  mufcular  Motion,  which 
is  one  Opinion  others  fuppofe  them  ftretch’d 
from  their  Origin  like  tenfe  and  folid  Cords,  con¬ 
veying  the  ImprefTions  of  Objeds  to  the  Senfori- 
urn,  and  performing  the  Motion  of  the  Mufcles  by 
mere  Vibrations. 

a  There  was  a  Man  at  Paris  who  at  times  begg’d 
Money  in  a  Piece  of  his  own  Skull,  his  Brain 
being  only  cover’d  with  the  Dura  Mater  ;  and  he 
would  frequently  permit  Experiments  tQ  be  made 
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For  a  fmall  tfifle  of  Money.  Upon  gently  pref~ 
fing  the  Dura  Mater  with  one’s  Finger,  he  fud- 
denly  perceiv’d,  as  it  were,  a  thoufand  Sparks  be¬ 
fore  his  Eyes ;  and  upon  prefling  a  little  more  for¬ 
cibly,  his  Eyes  loft  all  their  Sight ;  by  prefting  the 
Hand  ftill  ftronger  on  the  Dura  Mater,,  he  fell 
down  in  a  deep  Sleep,  which  was  attended  with 
all  the  Symptoms  of  a  flight  Apoplexy,  merely  by 
this  Preflure  with  the  Hand  ;  which  was  no  fooner 
remov’d,  but  he  as  gradually  recover’d  from  the 
Symptoms  as  they  were  brought  on,  the  apopleCtk 
Symptoms  firft  vanifhing,  then  the  Lethargy,  and 
laftly  the  Blindnefs,  all  his  Senfes  recovering  their 
former  Perfection*  This  is  a  manifeft  Argument, 
that  the  Source  of  Motion  and  Senfation  is  in  or 
dependent  on  the  Brain,,  which  being  free  and  un¬ 
affected  they  are  alfo  in  the  like  manner  duly  ex¬ 
ercis’d,  but  by  any  Difcompofure  of  the  Brain  they 
are  proportionably  impaired  or  abolifhed.  If  a 
fmall  Artery  is  ruptur’d  within  the  Cranium  of  the 
moft  healthy  Perfon,  by  the  Efflux  of  an  Ounce  or 
two  of  Blood  from  thence,  the  internal  Parts 
of  the  Brain  and  Medulla  will  be  comp  re  fled, 
and  the  Patient  will  perceive,  firft,  a  kind  of  red 
Atmofphere  or  Vapours  about  his  Eyes ;  after 
which  every  thing  will  feem  to  turn  round,  and  he 
will  at  laft  fall  down  apopleCtic,  deftitute  of  all  the 
animal  Faculties,  and  without  Senfation  or  any 
voluntary  Motions  ;  but  as  in  this  Cafe  there  is  no 
other  Change  made  in  the  Brain  and  Nerves  but  a 
Compreflure  of  their  Origin,  it  is  thence  evident 
that  they  muft  of  neceffity  be  pervious  to  fome 
Fluid,  which  being  thus  obftruCted  caufes  all  the 
foremen tion’d  Symptoms. 

;  All  the  Nerves  pafs  out  of  the  Cranium  with 
a  confiderable  Incurvation  ;  but  the  Nerves  of  the 
Heart,  on  whofe  Motion  depend  all  the  Actions 
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of  the  human  Machine,  run  in  a  ftraight  Courfe 
betwixt  the  Aorta  and  pulmonary  Artery  ;  the  re¬ 
current  Nerve  particularly  is  infleded  round  the 
fubclavian  Artery,  and  then  returns  upwards  out 
of  the  Thorax.  Lower  obferves,  that  the  fpinal 
Nerves  defcend  from  the  Medulla,  and  after  they 
have  made  fome  Progrefs  they  are  again  refleded 
upwards ;  but  notwithftanding  all  thefe  Incurvati¬ 
ons  and  Infiedions,  we  lee  that  the  Nerves  conti¬ 
nually  move  the  Parts,  and  perform  their  feveral 
Offices ;  which  they  cou’d  not  do,  if  theyaded  in 
the  manner  of  tenfe  Cords ;  for  to  perform  mufical 
rO frill  at  ions  or  Tremors,  the  Cords  mull  be 
dretch’d  in  right  Lines  without  touching  other  Bo¬ 
dies,  otherwife  their  Impulfe  will  not  be  duly  pro¬ 
pagated. 


4  Formerly  Galen ,  and  latterly  Belini ,  have  made 
curious  Experiments  with  Ligatures  upon  the 
Nerves  of  brute  Animals ,  from  whence  it  appears, 
that  if  the  crural  Nerve  of  a  Dog  be  denudated, 
and  then  tied  with  a  broad  Ligature  or  Piece  of 
Tape  to  avoid  cutting  the  Nerve,  all  the  Senfe 
and  Motion  of  the  Part  below  the  Ligature  to 
which,  the  Nerve  belongs,  is  foon  after  deftroyed; 
nor  will  the  Senfe  and  Motion  return  again  after 
the  Ligature  is  remov’d,  without  the  Nerve  be 
treated  with  warm  Applications :  the  Nerve  is  not 
therefore  a  tenle  Cord,  for  that  will  give  a  Sound, 
tho’  a  falle  one,  the’  you  make  the  hridelt  Ligal 
ture  on  it.  But  you  may  make  the  fame  Experi¬ 
ment  with  much  more  Eafe  in  your  own  Perfon, 
without  the  Trouble  of  repeating  it  in  the  manner 
oefore  defonbed  on  a  living  Brute  ;  for  if,  as  you 
fit,  the  Ham  of  one  Leg  be  laid  over  the  Knee  of 
the  other,  by  continuing  in  that  Pofture  for  fome 
time,  and  compreffing  the  Nerve,  you  will  no 
fooner  attempt  to  rife  up,  but  a  Numbnefs  or  pa- 
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ralytic  Difordcr  is  perceiv’d  in  the  Limb,  which 
has  a  painful  Senfation,  popularly  known  by  the 
Name  of  one’s  Foot  being  afleep,  which  Sym¬ 
ptom  gradually  vanifhes  in  a  ’little  time  after  the 
Nerve  is  let  at  liberty  from  the  PreiTure. 

s  So  that  every  Moment  a  Perfori  is  alive  and 
well,  the  Blood  is  impelPd  from  the  Heart  to  the 
Cortex  of  the  Brain,  and  its  thinner  Juices  being 
attenuated  in  their  Paflage  thro’  the  feveral  Series 
of  the  Veflels  in  the  cortical  Fabric,  are  at  laft 
tranfmitted  in  the  Form  of  a  1110ft  fubtile  Liquor 
into  the  medullary  Tubuli  from  whence  it  pa  fifes 
in  an  uninterrupted  Courfe  into  every  individual 
Part  of  the  Body  by  the  Nerves.  To  corroborate 
this  Dodtrine,  we  may  add  the  Experiment  of 
Drelincourt ,  who  having  made  a  Ligature  4pon  the 
carotid  Arteries  of  a  Dog,  he  fell  down  fuddfcply 
apoplectic,  nor  had  he  any  Senfation  without  re¬ 
laxing  the  Ligature.  I  aril  fenfible  that  this  Sy- 
ftem  is  oppos’d  by  feveral  fpecjotis  Arguments  and 
Difficulties  urg’d  by  thofe  who  deny  the  Existence 
of  a  nervous  Juice  •,  but  I  am  fully  perfuaded  that 
every  rational  and  unprejudic’d  Perfon,  who  duly 
confiders  and  conneXs  the  feveral  Principles  which 
we  have  before  advanced,  will  find  no  Difficulty 
in  this  Syftem  of  a  nervous  Fluid. 


§.285,  There  is  therefore  no  Face  of  Truth 
in  that  Opinion,  which  afferts  the  Nerves  to 
perform  all  their  Adlions  by  Vibrations,  like 
thofe  which  arile  from  linking  a  tenfe1  Chord 
or  Thread  ;  fince  this  is  repugnant  to  the  Na¬ 
ture  'of  the  loft,  pulpy  and  flaccid  Nerves 
(§,  284,  (4).  )  which  have  fo  many  Inflexions 
and  Incurvations ;  and  alfo  inconfiftent  with 
that  yery  accurate  $  DiftinXion  with  which 
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Gbjeds  are  reprefented  to  the  Senfes,  and  with 
which  the  mufcular  3  Motions  are  performed. 


1  Thus,  fay  they,  a  Motion  may  be  communi¬ 
cated  from  the  Brain  to  any  particular  Part  inftan- 
taneoufly,  in  the  fame  manner  as  a  \  ibration  is  pro¬ 
pagated  from  one  Part  of  the  tenfe  Cord  to  the 
other  without  any  fenfible  Interval  of  Time,  or  as 
the  Motion  of  the  Hand  is  govern'd  varioufly  in 
the  fmalleft  Inftant  to  dir  eft  the  Sword  or  Cudgel, 
which  they  think  is  hardly  intelligible  upon  any 
other  Principle  than  that  of  Vibration  *,  but  thele 
Gentlemen  do  not  co-nfider  the  Impoffibility  of  fuch 
Ofcillations  in  the  Nerves,  which  without  their  In¬ 
teguments  are  nothing  more  than  a  foft  Medulla, 
fo  yielding,  that  an  Ounce  Weight  will  exprefs  all 
the  pulpy  Subftance  which  the  optic  Nerve  received 
from  the  Brain  ,  but  for  a  Body  to  be  foft  and  flac¬ 
cid  like  a  Pulp,  and  to  perform  Vibrations  like  a 
tenfe  Cord  at  the  fame  time,  is  quite  oppoflte  to 
the  Nature  of  things,  and  are  Conditions  that  were 
never  yet  obferved  in  any  one  Body.  But  to  mol¬ 
lify  this  Objection,  fome  of  them  will  reply,  that 
the  Nerves  receive  their  Elaftiaty  and  State  ol  Ten~ 
lion  from  the  Meninges  with  which  they  are  invefi> 
ed,  and  which  are  apparently  elaftick,  as  they  are 
continued  with  the  Nerves  to  the  feveral  Parts  of 
the  Body,  and  occaflon  them  to  contract  or  (brink 
up,  after  any  Wound  or  Diviflon  -}  but  they  ougnt 
again  to  conflder,  that  thefe  Coats  make  no  Part 
of  the  Nerves,  fo  far  as  they  are  Organs  for  Senfe 
and  Motion,  but  only  ferve  to  convey  and  fecure 
them  in  their  Courfe  to  the  leveral  refpective  Parts, 
where  they  are  at  length  depofited  as  ufelefs  to  the 
medullary  Subflance  of  the  Nerve  itfelf,  which 
alone  is  the  Inftrument  productive  of  Senfe  and 
Motion,  Add  to  this,  that  if  we  fuppofe  the  Nerves 
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ftretch’d  like  tenfe  Cords,  they  wou’d  be  incapable 
of  performing  their  Offices ;  for  the  moft  elaftic 
Cords  will  neither  tremble  nor  perform  mufical  Of- 
cillations,  if  they  are  either  inflefted,  or  in  fo  lax 
a  State  as  the  Nerves. 

The  optic  Nerve  expands  its  medullary  Sub- 
fiance  for  Senfation  in  the  Form  of  a  Cup,  which 
is  continued  from  the  Center  of  the  optic  Nerve 
to  the  ciliary  Proceffes;  but  if  we  fuppofe  this  to 
be  a  folid  and  tremulous  Cup  or  Glafs,  I  fay  that 
if  one  Point  be  ftruck  all  the  reft  will  be  like- 
wife  put  in  Motion ;  for  the  Tremor  of  a  folid 
and  continuous  Body  propagates  itfelf  throughout 
the  whole,  fo  that  every  Point  of  the  Eye  would 
thus  be  fenfible  oi  but  one  Objed,  whereas  we  lee 
an  infinite  Number  very  diftindy  at  one  and  the 
fame  Inftant,  each  Objed  ailing  on  a  different 
Part  of  the  Retina,  and  conveying  its  Imprefiion 
diftindly  to  the  Brain,  which  could  not  be  effeded 
by  a  tremulous  Solid. 

I  am  not  ignorant  that  Swammerdam  has  op¬ 
pos’d  Experiments  to  this  Opinion,  and  has  de¬ 
mon  ftra  ted  that  by  compreffing  of  the  Nerve  be¬ 
longing  to  any  Mufcle  of  an  In  fed,  that  Mufcle 
will  be  convuls’d  ;  and  Steno  having  divided  the 
crural  Nerve  in  a  Dog,  found  that  by  vellicating 
and  ^pulling  the  fame  the  Foot  was  diredly  con- 
vuls  d.  Add  to  tnis  that  "V  ipers  and  Snakes  of  all 
kinds  continue  their  reptile  Motion  after  the  Heart 
has  been  pull  d  out  ;  and  a  Frog  that  has  had  its 
leLart  and  Eungs  cut  out  will  lwim  upon  bein°* 
xhi own  into  cold  Water,  alio  an  Eel  being  cut  into 
feveral  Pieces  continues  to  move  about  for  a  long 
time  after;  but  all  thefe  are  in  Reality  no  Objedi- 
ons  to  the  Exiftence  of  a  nervous  Fluid  ;  for  the 
two  fir  ft  Experiments  make  nothing  againft  us, 
and  the  reft  only  fhew  that  the  Fabric  of  the 
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Nerves  in  cold  amphibious  Animals  is  different 
from  that  of  the  Nerves  in  Quadrupeds  and  hot 
Animals •,  fo  that  no  Argument  of  Force  can  be 
thence  drawn  to  make  any  Conclufion  with  regard 
to  the  human  Body. 

§.  286.  In  the  fame  manner  therefore  as  the 
arterial  Blood  and  Lymph  are  perpetually  di- 
ftributed  or  moved  into  all  the  vafcular  Parts 
of  the  Body,  fo  we  alfo  underftand  that  the 
Juice  feparated  by  the  Cortex  of  the  Brain  and 
Cerebellum  is  continually  propell'd  1  from 
thence  through  the  Nerves  by  the  Force  of  the 
Heart  and  Arteries  into  every  individual 
Point  or  folid  Particle  throughout  the  whole 
Body. 

1  And  at  length  returns  again  from  all  Parts  of 
the  Body  to  the  Spring  from  whence  it  came,  to 
wit,  the  Brain ;  fo  that  that  Part  of  the  oily  fub- 
tile  Liquor  which  is  feparated  from  the  Blood  in 
the  cortical  Subftance  of  the  Brain,  and  pafs’d  from 
thence  through  the  Tubuli  of  the  nervous  Syftem 
into  every  even  the  minuted  Part  of  the  whole 
Body  to  the  very  fmalleft  Stamina,  are  at  laft  ab- 
forbed  and  returned  by  very  minute  nervous  Veins 
opening  into  the  vifible  lymphatic  Veins ;  from 
whence  patting  into  the  lymphatic  Cava,  i.  e.  the 
thoracic  Dud,  it  goes  from  thence  into  the  fam 
guiferous  Veins,  and  fo  to  the  Heart,  which  again 
fends  it  to  the  cortical  Subftance  of  the  Brain,  to 
be  there  feparated  afrelh  and  repeat  the  fame 
Courfe  many  times  fucceflively  >  fo  that  there  feems 
to  be  a  Circulation  of  the  nervous  Juice  not  un¬ 
like  that  of  the  Blood  and  other  groffer  Humours 
of  the  Body, 
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§.  287.  Laftly,  the  exceeding  Subtilty  of 
the  vafcular  Tomentum  of  Ruyfch  in  the  Cor¬ 
tex,  (which  is  yet  only  the  gr offer  arterial  Fa¬ 
bric  lending  off  lateral  Branches,  decreafmg 
gradually  till  they  become  inconceivably  fine 
Emiffaries)  teaches  us  how  very  minute  or 
{lender  thofe  hollow  Threads,  or  foft  Tubuli 
of  the  Nerves  muff  neceffarily  be;  but  if  the 
vaft  Bulk  1  of  the  Encephalon  be  again  com¬ 
pared  with  this  Minutenefs  of  the  nervous  Tu¬ 
buli  or  Fibrills,  it  demonftrates  them  to  be 
more  numerous  than  can  be  conceived  within 
the  Bounds  of  Imagination  ;  and  that  the  vaft 
Quantity  of  Juice  forcibly  propell’d  hither 
muft  inevitably  keep  thofe  Tubuli  conftantly 
open  and  full  for  ACfion, 

T  There  is  not  any  one  Vifcous  in  the  human 
Body  equal  in  Size  to  that  of  the  Brain  and  its  Ap¬ 
pendages,  to  wit,  the  Cerebellum  and  Medulla  Spi¬ 
nalis  conjun&ly,  which  is  the  larger  flill  as  a  vif¬ 
cous,  fince  there  are  no  Incumbrances  from  large 
Blood-veffels,  Fat,  or  other  Embaraffments  being 
only  a  Compofition  of  the  minuted:  Vafcules  from 
which  the  Medulla  immediately  arifes ;  which, 
being  fo  much  fmaller  than  the  fanguiferous  Veflels, 
admits  of  a  much  larger  Number  to  be  wound  up 
in  the  fame  or  a  lels  Space.  JTis  true  the  Injecti¬ 
on  of  Ruyfch  penetrates  into  the  fecond  or  third 
Series  of  the  arterial  Veffels  in  this  Part,  but  then 
the  greateft  Part  of  the  Cortex  remains  ftill  linen-*- 
tred  by  the  Injection,  The  Lungs  confift  almoft 
entirely  of  Air- veffels,  and  if  you  wafh  out  the 
Blood  by  injecting  Water,  then  force  out  the  Wa¬ 
ter 
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ter  by  prefling  Air  into  them,  and  at  laft  dry 
them,  the  whole  Subftance  of  the  Lungs  appears 
empty  Membranes,  replete  with  Air  only  }  even 
the  Liver,  notwithftanding  its  great  Bulk,  would 
be  incapable  of  filling  the  Cavity  of  the  Spine  and 
Cranium  if  you  conlider  the  Figure  of  the  laft,  and 
deduct  the  large  VefTels  which  add  little  or  nothing 
to  the  Secretion  ;  but  if  the  Liver  thus  appears  lefs 
than  the  Brain  and  its  Appendages,  you  will  readi¬ 
ly  give  up  all  the  other  Vifcera  which  are  much 
fmaller.  To  conclude  then,  if  you  confider  the 
vaft  Bulk  of  the  Brain,  and  compare  it  with  the 
incredible  Tenuity  of  its  VefTels,  it  will  readily  ap¬ 
pear  that  the  Number  of  fecretory  Tubuli  and 
V  afcules  therein  muft  be  infinite,  and  that  thefe  JaN 
ters  are  continually  and  equably  pervaded  by  a 
rnoft  fubtile  Juice. 

§.  28S.  But  we  are  in  the  mean  time  per- 
fuaded  that  this  Juice  does  not  move  with  any 
great  Force  1  through  its  proper  Tubuli  or  Vet 
fels,  if  we  confider  the  infinite  Number,  Mi- 
nutenefs,  Incurvations,  and  Contexture  of  the 
fraall  Arteries  through  which  it  is  {trained  j 
on  the  contrary,  the  vaft  Number,  fubtil  Di- 
viiions,  various  Inflections,  and  different  Com- 
paCtnefs  of  the  Nerves  in  different  Parts, 
prove  the  Flux  thereof  to  be  conftant,  gentle, 
and  equable  L 

1  The  Juice  of  the  Nerves  flows  through  therh 
continually,  but  not  with  a  violent  or  rapid  Moti¬ 
on-,  for  the  Flux  of  all  the  Juices  throughout  the 
whole  Body  refults  from  the  impelling  Force  of  the 
LJeart  and  the  elaftic  Contractions  of  the  Arteries, 
which  being  ftrongeft  in  the  largeft  or  firft  Series 
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of  Veflels,  to  wit,  the  fanguiferous,  gradually 
weakens  as  the  Juices  are  thereby  protruded  through 
the  feveral  leffer  Series  of  ferous  Veflels,  into  which 
the  Force  of  the  Heart  is  fcarcely  extended  ;  but 
the  Serum  and  Lymph  are  rather  protruded  by  the 
arterial  Contractions,  which  being  hill  lefs  as  they 
•dim ini (h,  are  divided  into  lefler  Series,  the  Jaft  Se¬ 
ries  of  them  will  be  fo  fmall  and  unadive  as  to 
protrude  their  Contents  very  weakly  and  (lowly, 
lo  that  the  Velocity  of  the  Fluid  will  be  continually 
dim  in  iflied  as  it  paffes  from  the  Heart  to  the  En¬ 
trance  of  the  nervous  Tubuli  or  Medulla  of  the 
Brain,  having  communicated  aim  oh  all  their  Mo¬ 
tion  to  the  leveral  other  Juices  and  Impediments 
which  they  meet  in  the  way  ;  but  the  Nerves  are 
rhe  very  fmallefl  Series  of  Veflels,  and  being  the 
remoteft  from  the  Heart,  the  Impetus  and  Velo¬ 
city  of  their  contained  Fluid  will  be  lefs  than  in 
any  other  V  eflels ;  and  it  is  neceflary  it  fliould  be 
lo,  if  we  confider  the  very  tender  and  pulpy  Sub- 
ftance  of  the  Cortex  and  Medulla,  from  whence 
the  foft  Subfiance  of  the  Nerves  is  continued  *, 
which  is  again  another  Argument  for  a  very  flow 
Motion  of  their  contain’d  Fluid.  It  cannot  be  laid 
with  Juflice  that  there  is  a  Mechanifm  in  the  Brain 
to  accelerate  or  quicken  this  flow  Motion  of  the 
nervous  Fluid  ;  for  the  large  arterial  Veflels  there, 
which  protrude  the  Lymph  in  other  Parts  of  the 
Body,  have  here  little  or  no  Motion  from  the 
Thinnefs  of  their  Coats,  being  like  thofe  of  fmall 
Veins  •,  nor  can  we  exped  any  fuch  Impulfe  from 
the  Motion  of  the  Dura  Mater,  as  Pachioni  and 
Baglivi  have  imagined;  for  the  Dura  Mater  clofely 
invefts  the  Cranium,  and  is  fo  ftridly  attach’d  to 
the  Bones  that  it  cannot  recede  from  them  in  the 
lead,  infomuch  that  its  Arteries  are  rather  forc’d 
ro  make  their  Impreflions  upon  the  Bones  them-’ 
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felves  by  the  ftridt  Adhefion  of  this  Membrane, 
But  it  does  not  follow,  that  becaufe  the  Motion 
of  this  Juice  is  flow  that  therefore  its  Action  muff; 
be  fo,  for  we  are  aiTured  to  the  contrary,  by  its 
inftantaneous  Obedience  to  the  Will  in  dancing  and 
other  Exercifes-,  the  Mind  no  fooner  wills  the  Ex- 
tenfion  of  the  Arm  but  it  immediately  follows  *  not 
becaufe  a  certain  Quantity  of  the  nervous  Juice  is 
impell’d  at  that  time  all  the  way  from  the  Brain  in¬ 
to  the  extended  Mufcles,  but  becaufe  all  the  ner¬ 
vous  Tubuli  being  full,  an  Impulfe  communicated 
to  the  Liquor  at  one  End  of  the  T ube  will  thruft 
out  its  Globules  at  the  other  End  in  the  very  fame 
Inftant  of  Time-,  as  we  know  by  placing  a  Row 
of  ivory  Balls  clofe  to  each  other  upon  a  Table, 
and  then  by  (Irik in g  upon  the  outermoft  Ball  at 
one  End,  the  furthermoft  at  the  other  End  will 
inftantly  recede  or  run  off  with  the  Velocity  firff 
communicated,  without  any  fenfible  Succeffion 
through  the  intermediate  Balls  ;  and  if  a  Tube  be 
full  of  Liquor,  you  no  fooner  urge  more  in  at  one 
End  but  it  inftantly  runs  out  at  the  other. 

a  This  is  an  Objection,  which,  upon  mature 
Confideration,  may  be  eafiiy  obviated  by  any  one, 
thus  If  the  Motion  of  the  Heart  be  alternate  with 
Intervals  of  Reft  betwixt  each  Contraction,  then 
the  Motion  of  the  nervous  Fluid  refulting  from 
that  of  the  Heart  will  not  be  equable  and  continu¬ 
al,  but  impeded  alternately  by  Stops  whenever 
the  Heart  dilates ;  but  we  know  that  the  Senfes 
are  continually  maintain’d,  and  therefore  the  Flux 
of  the  nervous  Juice  muft  be  equable  and  un inter* 
rupted  through  the  Nerves,  contrary  to  the  Drift 
of  this  Syftem.  But  this  Difficulty  is  eafiiy  re¬ 
moved  if  we  confider  that  the  nervous  Juice  moves 
in  its  contained  Veftels  like  the  Blood  in  the  Arte¬ 
ries,  which  never  ceafe  to  protrude  their  Contents 

though 
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though  they  do  it  with  an  unequable  Velocity;  the 
Motion  of  the  arterial  Blood  being  accelerated  as 
often  as  the  Hpart  contracts,  and  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner,  I  fuppofe,  that  the  Senfations  are  perpetually 
maintained,  but  more  exquifite  when  the  Blood  is 
impell’d  into  the  cortical  Fabric  of  the  Brain.  A- 
greeable  to  this  Malpighi  obferves  that  the  Light 
which  he  perceived  as  he  lay  in  Bed  was  not  equal¬ 
ly  vivid  all  the  time,  but  made  with  Flafhes  or 
fudden  Starts  of  Brightnefs  whenever  the  Heart 
contracted  itfelf ;  his  certain  the  Light  itfelf  was 
the  fame  all  the  time,  only  it  made  a  more  vivid 
Impreffion  on  the  Nerves  when  they  were  fulleft  5 
whence  it  is  probable  that  the  Impulfe  or  Motion 
of  the  Juice  in  the  Nerves  is  continu’d  from  that 
of  the  Blood,  but  is  fometimes  accelerated  and  re¬ 
tarded  like  the  lafr,  only  the  Difference  is  not  fen - 
Bble,  becaufe  the  firft  Impulfe  or  Augment  of  Mo¬ 
tion  is  very  little  impaired  before  it  is  fucceeded  by 
a  fecond  and  a  third,  <CdV. 

§.  289.  From  what  has  been  faid  you  will 
therefore  hardly  wonder  1  that  the  Motion  and 
Exiftence  of  this  Juice  cannot  be  feen,  nor 
that  it  cannot  be  exhibited  to  the  Eye  either  by 
Ligatures  2,  Wounds  3,  Pundlures,  Sudlion, 
the  Air-pump  4,  or  Injections  5 ;  for  whoever 
expefts  or  attempts  at  thefe  Methods  of  Dif- 
covery,  muft  be  ignorant  both  of  the  Nature 
of  the  Juice  and  its  containing  Tubuli :  But 
they  who  deny  the  Exigence  or  Pervioufnefs 
of  fmall  Veffels  becaufe  their  Cavities  are  not 
demonftrable  to  the  Eye,  muft  be  fuch  as  are 
highly  ignorant  of  the  original  Mechanifm  of 
our  Bodies  6  at  firft,  of  their  After-growth  or 

In- 
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Increafe,  and  of  the  feveral  animal  Operati¬ 
ons  and  Excretions  7  •  they  muft  alfo  know 
nothing  of  the  Fabric  of  Infers  8,  nor  have 
taken  any  Notice  of  what  may  be  manifeftly 
obferved  in  Plants. 


1  There  have  been  feveral  eminent  Gentlemen  in 
the  Faculty  who  have  thought  it  apparent  there 
was  no  animal  Spirits  or  nervous  juice,  becaufe 
none  could  be  exhibited  to  the  Eye.  I  am  indeed 
myfelf  of  Opinion  that  the  Art  of  Phyfic  ought 
to  be  founded  on  none  but  fenfibJe  Experiments  5 
but  then  I  think  we  ought  not  to  deny  our  Affent 
to  fuch  evident  and  realbnable  Conclusions  as  appa¬ 
rently  follow  from  fenfible  Phenomena.  Before 
Lewenhoec  invented  microfcopicai  Lenfes  of  the 
fixth  Order,  there  was  no  one  that  could  demon- 
Urate  to  our  Senfes  or  Eyes  that  the  fanguiferou^ 
Arteries  and  Veins  were  continuous  with  each 
other*,  but  you  mull  allow  it  would  have  been 
very  rafh  and  hafty  in  any  Perfon  to  deny  their 
Communication,  or  the  Blood's  Paffage  from  one 
to  the  other,  becaufe  none  fuch  could  be  then 
fhewn  to  the  Eye.  The  Pulfe  is  evidently  percep¬ 
tible  in  the  Artery  upon  its  Dilatation  from  the 
Blood  by  the  Heart  j  but  no  one  will  deny  the  Pul- 
fation,  which  can  only  be  felt,  becaufe  he  does  not 
fee  it,  for  all  we  can  fee  is  the  Dilatation  of  the 
Artery  in  the  Infiant  only  when  the  Blood  is  im- 
pell’d  from  the  Heart.  In  the  fame  manner  we 
cannot  fee  the  nervous  Juice,  but  we  fee  the  Brain 
and  Nerves  all  grow  and  increafe  in  Proportion 
with  the  Heart  and  reft  of  the  Body,  and  there¬ 
fore  conclude  that  the  Brain  and  Nerves  are  re¬ 
plete  with  a  Juice  which  they  continually  receive 
from  the  Force  of  the  Heart.  We  ought  not  to 
invoke  the  Teftimony  of  our  Senfes  to  prove  the 

Ex- 
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Exiftence  of  thefe  Spirits  ;  for  as  Ariftotle  wifely 
obferves,  we  are  not  able  to  fee  that  which  fees, 
nor  hear  that  which  hears  ;  even  to  do  this  would 
require  us  to  have  our  fenfitive  Organs  fo  exquifite 
or  fubtile  that  they  would  be  incapable  of  perceive 
ing  the  external  and  grofs  Fabric  of  Bodies ;  and 
then  it  was  altogether  neceflary  for  the  Liquor  it- 
fell  which  receives  the  Impreffions  of  Objects  to 
be  fo  fine  as  not  to  make  any  Impreffion  on  the 
Organs,  otherwife  the  Mind  would  perceive  the 
included  Liquor  inftead  of  the  external  Objedt, 
and  therefore  it  was  not  poffible  for  any  vifible 
Liquor  to  be  capable  of  performing  the  Office  of  a 
nervous  Spirit. 

It  is  urged  by  fome,  as  a  flrong  Argument, 
that  if  you  make  a  Ligature  on  the  Nerves,  they 
do  not  fwell  betwixt  the  Brain  and  the  Parts  to 
which  they  belong,  and  that  therefore  they  do  not 
carry  any  Liquor  from  the  Brain  into  thofe  Parts; 
but  this  in  fadt  demonftrates  no  more  than  that  the 
nervous  Tubuli  are  exceeding  fmall :  for  no  one 
could  ever  demonftrate  the  fwelling  of  a  lympha¬ 
tic  Artery  by  Ligature,  when  it  is  notwithflanding 
a  real  Artery,  and  an  infinite  Number  of  times 
larger  than  any  of  the  nervous  Tubuli. 

3  There  have  been  formerly  fome  eminent  Pro- 
feffors  in  this  Univerfity,  who  endeavour’d  to 
prove  publickly  by  Experiments,  that  the  Nerves 
were  folid  Bodies  without  any  Cavities  in  them. 
In  order  to  this  they  took  the  auditory  Nerve,  and 
with  a  Magnifier  endeavour’d  to  obferve,  whether 
or  no  they  cou’d  diflinguiffi  any  Foramina  in  a 
tranlverfe  Sedtion  thereof,  or  whether  they  could 
perceive  any  Juice  run  out  from  the  Divifion  ;  but 
every  unprejudiced  Student  denied  that  they 
could  fee  either,  whereupon  the  ProfefTor  triumphs 
and  gains  the  V  idtory  over  the  controverted  Spirits. 

But 
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But  for  my  own  Part,  I  muft  declare  my  Surprife 
at  the  Levity  ot  fuch  Men,  who  are  ready  to 
draw  Inferences  and  Conclufions  any  way,  juft  as 
they  are  pleafed  to  think.  ’Tis  well  known  that 
nobody  could  ever  difcern  the  conftituent  Particles 
of  pure  Water,  even  by  a  microfcopic  Lens  of  the 
fixth  Order;  and  therefore  by  this  Rule  the  Wa¬ 
ter  muft  confift  of  no  Particles  becaufe  they  are  not 
vifible.  If  a  Veflel  of  extravafated  Blood  be  fet 
by  in  a  warm  Place,  the  Mafs  will  gradually  di- 
minifh  till  it  is  at  length  wholly  exhaled  into  the 
Air;  but  as  you  can  never  difcern  any  of  the  ex¬ 
haling  Particles  by  the  Microfcope,  you  muft  thus 
therefore  conclude  there  are  no  exhaling  Particles, 
when  at  the  fame  time  the  whole  Mafs  evaporates 
in  fuch.  From  one  of  the  Seeds  of  the  Gourd, 
which  the  Italians  call  la  grojfa ,  arife  very  large 
green  Leaves,  and  fuch  Fruit  that  one  of  them 
weighs  above  eighty  Pounds,  and  fome  of  them 
have  been  fent  to  the  Count  Marfigli  weighing  a 
hundred  and  twenty  Pounds:  But  all  this  Mafs  or 
Weight  of  the  Fruit  has  run  through  the  Peduncle 
or  Foot-ftalk  no  thicker  than  a  Goofe-quill  within 
the  Space  of  fixty  Days,  notwithftanding  no  Tu¬ 
mour  will  be  form’d  betwixt  the  Root  and  Pedun¬ 
cle,  after  making  a  Ligature  on  the  laft  ;  but  it  is 
neverthelefs  vafcular,  and  Ruyfch  has  demonftrated 
that  there  is  not  one  Tube  or  Vafcule  in  the  Fruit 
which  was  not  before  in  the  Peduncle.  Even  the 
eighty  Pounds  of  Juice  in  the  Fruit  is butalittle  Part 
of  the  whole  Quantity  which  paifes  that  way  ;  for 
one  of  thofe  Gourds  fpon  lofes  above  twenty  Pounds 
Weight  of  its  Juices  by  Tranfpiration ;  nor  did  it 
perfpire  lefs  whilft  growing  than  after  it  has  been 
gathered  :  So  that  if  we  only  make  the  Weight  of 
the  perfpired  Juices  equal  to  that  of  the  Gourd,  the 
Amount  will  be  a  hundred  and  eighty  Pounds  ;  of 
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which  three  Pounds  muff  have  patted  daily  thro* 
the  Peduncle,  fince  there  is  no  other  way  for  it  to 
pafs,  as  appears  from  wounding  or  dividing  the 
faid  Peduncle,  which  will  not  then  produce  any 
Gourd  *,  but  this  Peduncle  could  not  tranfmit  fo 
many  Pounds  of  Juices  without  being  full  of  per¬ 
vious  Tubuli  to  convey  them,  and  notwithftanding 
if  you  tye  and  cut  the  Stalk,  or  endeavour  to  draw 
out  the  Juice  by  the  Air-pump  ,  all  will  be 
found  to  have  no  Effect  in  demonftrating  thofe  Tu¬ 
buli. 

4  A  certain  Profettor  fufpended  Part  of  a  large 
Nerve  in  the  Receiver  of  an  Air-pump,  but  up¬ 
on  exhaufting  the  Air  no  Juice  could  be  extradted 
from  it,  and  he  therefore  thought  this  was  an  evi-  • 
dent  Proof  that  the  Nerves  did  not  convey  any 
Liquor.  But  fuppofe  the  Juice  of  the  Nerves 
as  grofs  as  the  common  Air,  do  you  think  that 
Air  could  be  perceived  ittuing  out  of  the  Body  in 
an  exhaufted  Receiver  ;  but  the  nervous  Juice  i& 
probably  finer,  more  pellucid  and  l'efs  vifible  than 
the  Air  :  Even  the  nervous  Tubuli  feem  to  be  fo 
fmall,  that  upon  dittedting  them  any  way,  neither 
their  Cavities  nor  Juices  can  be  difcerned  by  the 
fharpett:  Eye. 

*  Some  will  fay  if  we  can  injedl  other  very  final! 
and  naturally  invifible  Vettels,  fo  as  to  render  them 
eonfpicuous,  why  not  the  Nerves  alfo,  if  they  are 
pervious  •,  to  which  very  weak  Objedtion  we  an- 
fwer,  that  the  fmalleft  Vettels  ever  injedted  are 
probably  fome  Millions  of  Times  lets  than  the  ner¬ 
vous  Tubuli. 

6  We  grow  up  from  a  Point  next  to  nothing* 
even  to  that  Bulk  in  which  we  at  prefent  appear  * 
and  yet  in  that  fmall  and  invittble  Point  were  com- 
prifed  all,  and  even  more  Vettels  than  we  have  at 
prefent :  Since  weobferye  all  the  fame  Arteries  in 

a  Fee- 
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a  Foetus  as  in  an  Adult,  in  which  laft  there  are 
many  Parts  which  were  Veflels  in  the  Foetus  but 
are  not  fo  in  the  Adult  ( per  §.  467.)*  But  this 
invifible  and  human  Animalcule  is  at  firft  like  a  fluid 
Mucus  *,  and  if  you  therefore  afiert  it  has  neither 
Arteries,  Veins,  or  Nerves,  you  will  contradict 
what  we  have  proved  to  be  true  in  §.  673  ;  but  if 
you  fay  it  has  Veins,  Arteries,  and  Nerves,  are 
they  therefore  vifible  ? 

7  Through  the  hard  Cutis  covered  with  the 
horny  Cuticle,  exhales  daily  five  Pounds  of  the 
perfpirable  Matter  of  Sanfforius  •,  but  Lewenhoec , 
with  his  belt  Microfcopes,  could  never  difcern  the 
exhaling  Particles ;  for  what  he  obferved  tranfude 
through  the  Skin  was  only  an  oily  Matter.  Who 
Will  demonfirate  thole  odorous  Particles  to  the  Eye, 
which  flying  off  from  a  Perfon’s  Skin  and  Cloths, 
and  adhering  to  adjacent  Bodies,  ferve  as  a  faithful 
Clue  to  conduct  the  wandring  Dog  through  the 
Meanders  of  a  populous  City  to  his  loft  Mafter  ? 
yet  is  the  Exiftence  of  thofe  Pores  and  Particles  not 
the  lefs  certain  becaufe  invifible. 

8  Lewenhoec  infpedling  fome  frelli  and  pure 

Rain-water,  could  at  firft  diftinguifh  nothing  there¬ 
in*,  but  after  (landing  a  few  Days  the  Water  grew 
foul  and  turbid,  and  in  it  appeared  an  infinite 
Number  of  little  Fifth  of  various  Kinds.  Among 
thefe  Animalcula  there  was  one  confiding  of  thirty 
Joints,  perpetually  turning  and  winding  itfelf  about, 
and  at  laft  depofited  a  great  many  Eggs,  from 
whence  arofe  more  Animalcules  like  the  firft  ;  but 
for  the  Motion  of  thefe  there  muft  be  Nerves, 
Mufcles,  Arteries,  Let  not  any  Body  there¬ 

fore  deny  the  Exiftence  of  every  thing  they  cannot 
fee,  fince  there  are  whole  Animalcules,  the  moft 
complex  Machines  in  all  Nature,  efcaping  the 
iharpeft  Eye, 
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§.  290.  But  it  Is  even  a  {till  groffer  Error  to 
imagine  that  the  very  thick,  vifcid,  and  lym¬ 
phatic  Juice  1  which  iffues  from  the  Nerves 
of  an  Ox’s  Tail  that  has  been  cut  off,  is  that 
very  fine  Spirit  or  Juice  of  the  Nerves  we  have 
been  now  defcribing:  Nor  can  any  Liquor 
injected  2  by  the  carotid  Arteries  of  an  Animal* 
fo  as  to  tinge  the  Nerves,  demonftrate  their 
Cavities  or  Tubuli:  Nor  does  that  ‘Tumour  3 
which  arifes  after  making  a  Ligature  on  the 
Nerves  of  a  young  Animal,  prove  the  propo- 
fed  Argument. 

1  The  Exigence  of  a  nervous  Juice  has  been  as 
lamely  defended  by  forne  of  its  Patrons,  as  it  hath 
been  weakly  oppofed  by  many  of  its  Adverfaries : 
It  even  makes  me  blufh  to  mention  the  Error  of 
the  honed  and  otherwife  judicious  Malpighi  and 
Bellini ,  who  both  tell  us,  that  after  cutting  off  the 
I  ail  of  an  Ox  or  Cow,  there  diftills  from  thence  a 
nervous  Juice,  thick,  glutinous,  and  apt  to  har¬ 
den  ;  for  the  J  nice  here  mentioned  is  no  more  than 
the  Mucilage  from  the  Articulations  of  the  Verte¬ 
bra^  which  compofe  the  Tails  of  brute  Animals, 
ferving  to  mollify  the  Ligaments  connecting  the 
Vertebrae  to  each  other. 

I  here  have  been  fome  Englijh  Anatomifts 
who  imagin’d  that  they  had  difcover’d  or  demon- 
ftrated  the  hollow  Tubuli  and  Cavities  of  the 
Nerves,  becaufe  by  injecting  the  carotid  Arteries 
with  Urine  colour’d  with  Ink,  they  found  all  the 
Nerve.s  of  the  Brain  tinged  with  that  very  penetra¬ 
ting  Liquor,  and  upon  dividing  any  one  of  them 
tranfverfly  they  appeared  full  of  black  Specks  or 
Points,  which  they  fuppofed  to  be  the  Cavities  of 

the 
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the  nervous  Tubuli,  but  were  in  reality  no  more 
than  the  divided  Arteriole  fpent  upon  them  from 
the  Carotids  §.  235  and  282.) ;  but  thole 
fmall  Arteries  fpent  on  the  Coats  of  the  Nerves, 
and  tinged  with  the  injected  Liquor,  are  feme 
Millions  of  times  larger  than  the  medullary  Fibres 
or  Tubuli  of  the  Nerves. 

3  Dr.  Willis  endeavouring  to  refute  the  Oppo¬ 
nents  of  a  nervous  Spirit,  urges  an  Experiment 
which  at  the  fir  ft  Appearance  might  feem  next  to 
a  Demonftration  *,  and  that  is,  if  you  make  a  Li¬ 
gature  upon  the  Nerves  of  Whelps  or  other  young 
Animals  they  fwell  betwixt  the  Brain  and  the  Li¬ 
gature  ;  but  then  in  reality  this  is  no  Tumour  or 
Turgefcence  of  the  Nerve,  but  of  the  Integuments 
or  including  Membranes,  furnifhed  both  with  fan- 
guiferous,  ferous,  and  lymphatic  Arteries,  whofe 
contained  Juices  being  obftrudfced  by  the  Ligature 
occafions  the  T umour, 

§.  291.  This  Liquor  being  very  fubtile,  per¬ 
fectly  Ample,  fluid  and  volatile,  is  therefore 
termed  the  Spirits  1  of  the  Nerves,  which  are, 
from  their  Offices,  diftinguifh’d  into  natu¬ 
ral  2,  vital,  and  animal,  as  we  Ihall  fee  here¬ 
after, 

1  Wechufe  to  call  them  by  the  Name  of  (wwpa, 
or)  Spirit,  after  Hippocrates ,  who  by  that  Deno¬ 
mination  underftood  a  Fluid  capable  of  exerting 
confiderable  Forces,  without  being  vifible,  like  the 
Wind  :  And  when  he  divides  the  human  Body  in¬ 
to  Parts  containing  and  contained,  he  includes  the 
Spirits  among  the  latter,  which  were  fecured  and 
governed  by  the  Mind  as  by  a  Door-keeper. 


The 
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*  The  Moderns  have  rejefted  the  Diftinftiop 
made  by  the  ancient  Phyficians  of  the  Spirits  intq 
patura],  vital,  and  animal ;  but  I  think  they  have 
done  this  without  due  Confideration  :  For  ’tis  pro¬ 
bable  that  the  Spirits  of  the  Brain  are  different  from 
thofe  of  the  Cerebellum,  fince  their  Fabric  is  dif¬ 
ferent  from  each  other  ^  and  we  are  even  furnifhed 
with  Arguments  to  prove  that  the  animal  Facul¬ 
ties  refult  from  the  Abtion  of  the  Cerebrum,  and 
the  vital  from  that  of  the  Cerebellum.  Therefore 
the  Spirits  of  the  Brain  may  be  not  improperly  term¬ 
ed  animal,  as  thofe  ol  the  Cerebellum  may  be  call¬ 
ed  vital :  And  for  the  natural  Spirits,  thofe  may 
be  fo  call’d  which  flow  through  the  minuteft  Tu- 
buli  of  the  very  laft  Series  of  Veffels,  arifing  not 
from  the  Brain,  but  intermediately  from  the  fan- 
guiferous  Arteries  themfelves  throughout  the  whole. 
Body-,  which  laft  Juice  or  Spirit  is  neither  fubfer- 
vient  to  -  Senfation  nor  Motion,  but  to  nourifh 
and  repair  the  fmallcft  Veffels  and  Fibres  in  thq 
Body. 

§.  292.  But  fince  new  1  Spirits  are  fupply’d 
every  Moment  from  the  Blood,  the  laft  made 
will  drive  forwards  the  preceding,  which  ha¬ 
ving  performed  their  ultimate  Ufes,  feem  to 
be  finally  impell’d  into  the  fmalleft  lympha¬ 
tic  Veins  of  the  Glands  and  other  Parts,  from 
whence  palling  into  the  lymphatic  Veins  of  a 
little  larger  Sige,  and  from  them  into  the 
common  and  viiible  Lymphatics  which  have 
Valves,  they  are  at  laft  returned  into  the  Blood 
of  the  fanguiferous  Veins,  and  by  them  to  the 
Heart  a  fo  that  this  Juice  or  Spirit  has  a  per- 
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petual  Circulation  through  the  V  eflels  like  the 
reft  of  the  Humours. 

*  The  nervous  Juice  is  preffed  or  moved  flowly 
and  conftantly  through  the  nervous  Tubuli  by 
that  Impulfe  of  the  Heart  which  is  communicated 
from  the  Blood  through  the  feveral  decreafmg  Se¬ 
ries  of  VefTels  in  the  Cortex,  by  which  it  at  laft 
enters  and  paifes  through  the  very  ultimate  or  leaft 
Series  of  Vafcules  continued  into  the  medullary 
Tubuli  of  the  Brain.  This  Liquor  muft  therefore 
have  feme  Exit  from  the  nervousTubuli,  or  elfe  it 
would  be  perpetually  augmenting:  But  we  aflign  it 
a  threefold  Exit,  as  (i.)  when  a  Nerve  having  ra¬ 
mified  itfelf  in  the  leaft  Branches,  fpends  itfelf  up¬ 
on  the  Stamina  or  leaft  and  moft  fimple  Fibrills  of 
the  Body,  and  then  being  reflected  back  from  thofe 
Stamina,  and  gradually  enlarging,  compofes  a  fort 
of  fpirituous  Veins,  the  leaft  of  any  in  the  Body  > 
which  leaft  Veins  conveying  the  nervous  Juice  in¬ 
to  the  next  larger  Series  of  pellucid  Veins,  paffes 
thence  into  a  third  Series,  fo  into  the  lymphatic 
Veins,  which  open  into  the  fanguiferous  Veins,  and 
return  their  Contents  to  the  Heart  with  the  red 
Blood,  which  feerns  to  be  a  Courfe  much  more 
probable  than  for  the  nervous  Juice  to  return  back 
again  to  the  Brain.  (2.)  All  the  internal  Mem¬ 
branes  which  inveft  the  feveral  Cavities  in  the  hu¬ 
man  Body,  [termed  Ko/a/*$,  Caverns  or  Cafes,  by 
Hippocrates ,  which  he  fays  are  fill’d  either  with 
Spirits  in  healthy  Bodies,  or  with  Ichor  in  difeafed 
Habits]  are  perforated  with  very  minute  Dufts  of 
various  Kinds,  fome  of  which  feem  to  be  continued 
from  the  nervous  Filaments  to  exhale  their  redun¬ 
dant  Juice  in  Form  of  Vapours,  to  lubricate  the 
Membranes  and  prevent  their  Concretion  ;  in  the 
fame  manner  as  the  arterial  Lymph  tranfudes  thro’ 
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the  Membranes  of  the  Heart  into  the  Pericardium. 
But  then  thefe  exhaled  Spirits  or  Vapours  are  nei¬ 
ther  condenfed  nor  retained  long  in  thofe  Cavities, 
but  are  quickly  again  abforbed  and  returned  into 
the  Blood  ;  for  in  the  Ventricles  of  the  Brain  there 
is  left  of  this  Liquor  to  be  found  in  Proportion  as 
the  Animal  is  more  lately  deceafed,  and  as  it  was 
more  healthy  before  Death  ;  and  if  ever  it  Magnates 
or  is  accumulated  in  the  Ventricles  in  any  Quanti¬ 
ty  it  never  fills  to  produce  either  an  Hydrocepha¬ 
lus,  Apoplexy,  or  Lethargy.  It  is  therefore  evi¬ 
dent  that  thofe  Spirits  or  Vapours  are  abforbed  by 
the  fmalleft  Veins,  and  by  them  returned  through 
feveral  Series  into  the  Lymphatics,  and  fo  to  the 
Blood  ;  fo  that  we  have  here  two  Ways  by  which 
the  nervous  Juices  return  again  to  the  Heart,  for 
to  make  repeated  Circulations  without  being  wafted 
or  deftroyed.  (3.)  Laftly,  fome  of  the  ultimate 
Ramuli  or  Filaments  of  the  Nerves  feem  to  open 
through  the  Skin  and  exhale  fome  of  their  contain¬ 
ed  Juice,  every  way  forming  afpirituous  Tranfpk 
ration,  as  we  know  there  is  an  arterious  one : 
The  threefold  Termination  of  the  Nerves  before 
defcribed  is  confirmed  by  Termination  of  the  Arte¬ 
ries  in  the  like  threefold  manner  (§.  132.  N°  1 
*6,  and  17.). 

§.  293.  But  if  you  afk  which  feems  ta  be 
the  rpoft  probable  Opinion,  whether  this  Juice 
finally  ftagnates  in  blind  1  or  impervious  Dufts? 
Or  whether  it  does  not  rather  flow  back  again 
to  the  Source  2  from  whence  it  firffc  came  ? 
Or  laftly,  whether  one  fhould  not  rather 
imagine  it  all  exhales  3  out  of  the  Body?  I  an- 
fwer,  that  in  Reality  hardly  either  of  thefe 
feems  likely  to  be  true. 


There 
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?  There  have  been  fome  Profefibrs  who  have 
built  their  Syftem  of  Phyfiology  upon  a  Suppofiti- 
on  that  the  nervous  Tubuli  are  impervious  and 
turgid  with  Spirits,  performing  their  A&ions  by 
mere  Undulations  ;  but  that  is  repugnant  to  the 
conftant  Influx  of  the  Spirits,  which  would  inevi¬ 
tably  burft  their  foft  including  Tubuli,  or  elfe  di- 
ftend  them  to  an  immenfe  Bulk,  if  they  were  not 
pervious,  fo  as  to  give  a  free  Paftage  to  them  con¬ 
tinually  •,  and  there  does  not  feem  to  be  the  leaft 
Foundation  for  fuppofing  that  they  return  again  to 
the  Brain  by  the  fame  Tubes  which  diftributed  them 
from  thence. 

*  An  Italian  Fhyfician,  Mtftichelli ,  has  endea¬ 
voured  to  prove  a  Reflux  of  the  nervous  Juice,  by 
an  Obfervation  he  made  on  the  auditory  Nerve, 
which  he  imagined  might  be  plainly  feen  to  pafs 
through  the  Cochlea  and  Canalis  Semicircularis, 
and  then  to  return  again  to  the  Brain  from  whence 
it  came  ;  but  it  does  not  feem  probable  that  the 
Auditory  Nerve  becoming  a  foft  Mucus  in  thofe 
Cavities  fhould  be  again  compacted  into  a  Nerve, 
nor  is  it  confirmed  to  be  fo,  either  by  anatomical 
or  microfcopical  Experiments,  and  therefore  we 
think  that  the  Notion  ought  not  to  have  any  Cre¬ 
dit  paid  to  it. 

3  Not  that  all  of  it  exhales  this  Way,  for  neither 
are  all  the  Nerves  diftributed  to  the  Skin,  nor 
could  we  fupport  fo  great  a  Difcharge,  fince  it  is 
required  to  be  made  from  the  Blood  and  Chyle. 


§.  294.  The  Blood  having  been  drained  1  of 
its  Spirits,  fecerned  from  it  in  the  Brain  and 
Cerebellum,  is  then  impell’d  into  the  Veins  of 
thofe  Parts,  by  which  Veins  it  runs  from  eve¬ 
ry  Quarter  of  the  Encephalon  in  oppofit§ 
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Courfes,  both  forwards  and  backwards,  into 
the  large  2  venous  Receptacles  termed  Sinus’s, 
thence  paffing,  at  a  Diftance  from  the  Fellow 
x^rteries,  through  proper  Holes  of  the  Crani¬ 
um  into  the  venous  Sacculi  3  or  Protube¬ 
rances,  and  from  thence  to  the  internal  4 
Jugulars,  fo  to  the  Subclavians,  and  by  the 
Cava  to  the  Heart. 


1  That  Part  of  the  Blood  which  does  not  enter 
the  cortical  Subftance  of  the  Brain,  paffes  into  the 
fmall  fanguiferous  Veins  of  the  Pia  Mater;  while 
the  more  fubtile  Parts  of  the  Blood  which  enter’d 
the  pellucid  Arteriolae  of  the  Cortex  defcends  to 
afford  the  proper  Matter  for  Spirits  :  But  as  there 
are  no  fanguiferous  Arteriolse  in  the  Cortex,  fo 
there  are  not  any  fanguiferous  Veins  there  ;  nor 
does  the  Blood  pafs  immediately  from  the  fanguife¬ 
rous  Arteries  of  the  Pia  Mater  into  the  Sinus’s 
without  the  Intervention  of  V eins. 

a  ’Tis  a  Mechanifm  peculiar  to  the  Brain  to 
have  large  venous  Receptacles,  of  a  different  Fi¬ 
gure  and  Make  from  any  of  the  Arteries  and  Veins: 
And  the  Defign  of  them  feems  to  be  to  prevent 
any  Inequality  in  the  Motion  or  Courfe  of  the 
Blood  returning  from  the  Encephalon ,  which 
would  have  been  unavoidable  if  the  Arteries  had 
accompanied  each  other  in  the  Cranium  as  they  do 
in  other  Parts ;  for  as  the  cerebral  Arteries  are 
foft,  and  have  their  Tunics  much  like  Veins,  they 
would  eafily  become  fo  turgid,  from  various  Cau- 
fes,  as  to  comprefs  the  Veins  if  they  lay  near  each 
other,  whence  the  Brain  would  have  been  much 
more  liable  to  Apoplexies  than  under  the  prefen t 
Circumflances.  The  Creator  has  therefore  wifely 
contrived  large  venous  Receptacles  of  a  very  robufl 
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Fabric,  and  placed  them  at  a  pittance  from  the 
Arteries,  fo  that  they  cannot  be  diflended  as  to 
comprefs  the  Brain,  for  their  Integuments  or  Liga- 
mentary  Fibres  are  fo  tough  and  very  little  elaftic 
that  they  will  fooner  break  than  give  way  *,  but 
thefe  Sinus’s  are  inferred  obliquely  into  the  Veins, 
and  are  alfo  furnifhed  with  Valves,  left  the  Blood 
fliould  return  from  the  Sinus’s  into  the  Veins  of  the 
pia  Mater  \  and  it  is  on  the  Account  of  thefe 
Valves  that  the  Veins  of  the  Pia  Mater  are  fo  dif¬ 
ficultly  inflated  by  the  Sinus’s. 

>  3  Which  are  four  times  as  large  as  the  lateral 
Sinus’s  inferred  into  them ;  by  which  the  unequal 
Motion  of  the  Blood,  whenever  that  happens  in 
the  Brain,  is  neceffarily  abated,  fince  thefe  Sacculi 
or  dilated  venous  Sinus’s  are  lodged  in  immutable 
bony  Cafes,  Xo  theie  jugular  Veins  is  conveyed 
all  the  refluent  Blood  of  the  Encephalon,  not  ex¬ 
cepting  that  of  the  large  Veins,  which  pafs  out 
thro’  a  particular  Foramen  of  the  Cranium,  and  at 
daft  terminate  in  the  Jugulars, 

*  Which  are  placed  fecure  from  any  Compref- 
fion  by  the  Mufcles,  and  do  not  protrude  the 
Blood  by  the  common  Force  of  the  Heart ;  but 
when  the  Heart  is  relaxed  and  empty,  the  Blood  of 
the  Jugulars  finds  a  ready  Entrance,  and  is  every 
Way  feeured  from  Compreffion.  But  there  is 
a  Valve  placed  at  the  Entrance  of  the  jugular 
Vein  into  that  of  the  fubclavian,  left  the  Blood 
fhould.be  forced  out  of  the  latter  into  the  former, 
when  it  is  obftru&ed  in  paffing  thro’  the  Lungs, 
as  when  a  Perfon  laughs, 

§.  295.  In  the  mean  time  the  Lymph  1  of 
the  Encephalon,  like  that  of  all  other  Parts, 
being  fecerned  from  the  arterial  Blood  thro  out 
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the  whole  2  Cerebrum  and  Cerebellum,  is  all 
returned,  together  with  the  Lymph  that  tran- 
fuded  into  the  Ventricles ;  and  entering  the 
lymphatic  Veins  proper  to  the  Encephalon, 
Injundibulum  3,  and  pituitary  Gland,  comes 
at  length  into  the  Jugulars,  and  at  laft  to  the 
Heart  So  that  there  is  alfo  a  perpetual 
Circulation  of  Lymph  throughout  the  Ence¬ 
phalon. 


1  Or  the  moift  Vapours  with  which  all  the  Mem¬ 
branes  are  lubricated,  and  with  which  all  the  Con¬ 
tents  of  the  Cranium  are  bedew’d;  which  Vapours 
are  even  eafily  perceptible  to  the  naked  Eye  when 
the  Cranium  of  a  living  Perfon  is  trepanned ;  for 
in  that  Operation  Vapours  exhale  from  the  whole 
Surface  of  the  Brain. 

1  hat  is  (1.)  thofe  Vapours  betwixt  the  con- 
■  cave  Surface  of  the  Dura  Mater,  and  the  convex 
Superficies  of  the  Pia  Mater,  which  prevent  the 
Concretion,  or  any  Adhefion  of  thofe  Membranes, 
mollify  and  relax  their  VelTels,  and  expedite  the 
Circulation  through  them.  (2.)  The  Vapours  be¬ 
twixt  the  Hemifpheres  of  the  Brain  above  the  Cor¬ 
pus  Callofum.  (3.)  The  fubtile  Dew  which  tran- 
fudes  throughout  the  whole  internal  Superficies 
of  the  anterior  Ventricles.  (4.)  Where  the  pofte- 
ridr  Lobes  of  the  Brain  are  fupported  over  the  Ce¬ 
rebellum,  and  diftinguirtied  by  the  Cruciform  Pro¬ 
duction  of  the  dura  Mater.  (5.)  In  the  fourth 
Ventricle  where  the  Medulla  of  the  Brain  and  Ce¬ 
rebellum  meet  with  each  other.  (6.)  In  the  Bafis 
of  the  Cranium  where  the  inverting  dura  Mater 
fuftains  the  Barts  of  the  incumbent  Brain. 

?  The  Infundibulum  is  one  of  the  Emiffaries  of 
die  Ventricles,  which  was  firft  taken  notice  of  by 

Lower. 
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Lower,  From  the  fecond  Ventricle  the  Vapours 
are  condenfed  and  convey’d  to  the  third,  and  from 
thence  they  defcend  by  the  medullary  Infundibulum 
to  the  pituitary  Gland,  where  being  abforbed  by 
the  Veins,  they  are  by  them  returned  into  the 
Blood.  But  thefe  Vapours  do  not  all  arife  from 
one  Part  of  the  Brain  only  ^  for  Dr.  Ridley ,  who 
has  in  the  Anatomy  of  this  Part  cautioufly  endea¬ 
voured  neither  to  deceive  himfelf  nor  others,  de- 
monftrates  that  a  great  Part  of  the  Plexus  Cho- 
roideus  is  compofed  of  pellucid  and  valvular  Veins,, 
which  are  in  reality  mere  lymphatic  Veffels,  dis¬ 
charging  their  vapoury  Dew  and  Juice  into  the 
fourth  Sinus,  from  whence  palling  to  the  lateral’ 
Sinus’s  they  at  length  return  by  the  jugular  Veins 
to  the  Heart.  And  thefe  are  the  two  principal 
Ways  by  which  the  moift  Vapours  or  lymphatic 
Juices  of  the  Encephalon  are  naturally  abforbed 
and  returned  into  the  Blood.  But  if  this  Moi- 
fture  is  any  way  retained  and  accumulated  it  is  fol¬ 
low’d  either  with  a  Lethargy  or  Apoplexy:  And 
fometimes  it  has  been  found  retained  to  the  Quanti¬ 
ty  of  two  Ounces. 

§.  296.  From  what  has  been  hitherto  laid 
on  this  Vifcus  we  are  enabled  to  anfwer  to  the 
following  Queftions :  As  why  the  Cerebrum 
and  Cerebellum,  with  their  Appendices,  are 
defended  with  a  Cafe  oj  Rones  \  and  what 
Advantages  refult  from  that  Defence  ?  Why 
the  w hole  2  fpinal  Medulla  is  lodged  in  the 
Chain  or  Cafe  of  Bones  termed  Vertebrae,  and 
without  the  Incumbrance  either  of  Mufcles 
Glands  or  Fat  4  ?  Why  the  carotid  and  ver¬ 
tebral  Arteries  never  convey  the  red  5  Parts  of 

their 
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their  Blood  into  the  cortical  Subftance  ?  But 
ipend  their  fanguiferous  Branches  only  6  upon 
the  Surface  of  the  Pia  Mater,  and  Betwixt  the 
winding  Ridges  and  Furrows  of  the  Encepha¬ 
lon  ?  And  why  thofe  Arteries  do  not  run  to¬ 
gether  with  their  correfponding  Veins,  but 
take  a  different  7  Courfe  and  Pafs  through  di- 
ftinCt  Holes  of  the  Cranium  ?  Why  the  venal 
Blood  of  the  Encephalon  is  returned  into  par¬ 
ticular  Sinus’s,  and  why  it  does  not  again  pafs 
flrait  forwards  in  thofe  Sinus’s  ?  Why  the  fan¬ 
guiferous  Veins,  being  very  much  diflended* 
are  never  obferved  in  the  Cortex,  but  are 
fpread  only  on  the  Superficies  8  thereof  and  in- 
linuated  in  the  Furrows  betwixt  its  Gyri? 
Why  thofe  Veins  difcharge  themfelves  imme¬ 
diately  in  oppofite  Directions  into  the  Si- 
?2uss9?  Why  a  thin  and  black  colour'd  Id 
Liquor  being  forcibly  injeCted  by  the  Carotid* 
and  even  broken  Threads  of  the  ceraceous  In¬ 
jection  itfelf,  are  fometimes  found  in  the  Ca¬ 
vity  of  the  fuperior  Sinus’s  ?  And  whether  they 
do  not  enter  thefe  Sinus’s  becaufe  the  Arteries 
of  the  Pia  Mater  communicate  by  patulent 
Anaftomofes  with  the  Veins  opening  into 
thofe  Sinus’s,  and  into  which  the  Injections 
pafs?  Why  the  Cavities  of  the  Sinus’s  are 
llrengthened  by  rnufcular  Thread  or  tranfverfe 
Ligaments?  Why  the  Encephalon  is  fpheri - 
cal 1 1,  with  the  Ufe  and  Necefiity  of  the  Ven¬ 
tricles  1 2  ?  The  Compofttion  and  Ufe  of  the 
Plexus  Cboroides  *3.  The  Ules  of  the  Falci¬ 
form  H,  and  other  Proceffes  of  the  Dura  Ma- 
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ter.  Why  the  Cerebellum  !5  is  without  Ven¬ 
tricles,  and  placed  by  itfelf,  more  fecure  than 
the  Brain  16  ?  Why  the  foft  Nerves  are  not 
compreffed  *7,  but  pafs  out  freely  from  the  fu- 
perior  Mafs  of  the  Brain  and  Cerebellum? 
And  lafily,  whether  the  Origin  18  and  Termi¬ 
nation  of  all  the  Nerves  is  in  the  pineal 
Gland  *9  ? 

*  We  know  of  no  other  Part  of  the  Body  that 
enjoys  this  Privilege  befides  the  Brain  and  its  Ap¬ 
pendages,  with  the  Marrow  of  the  Bones.  But 
the  Refiftance  and  Stability  of  this  Cafe  of  Bones, 
the  Cranium,  occafions  the  Brain  never  to  fhrink 
or  wade  even  in  Confumptions ;  and  prevents  it 
from  enlarging  at  any  time.  And  the  fpinal  Me¬ 
dulla  (landing  in  need  of  the  fame  Defence,  is  alfo 
depofited  in  the  Cavity  of  the  Vertebrae,  a  Chain 
of  Bones  which  not  only  defend  and  fecure  their 
tender  and  important  Contents,  but  are  alfo  mo¬ 
vable  at  the  fame  time  by  a  furprifmg  Mechanifm 
of  Articulations  and  Proceffes ;  the  fpinal  Procef- 
fes  at  the  fame  time  preventing  the  Vertebrae  from 
receding  fo  far  from  each  other,  as  might  expofe 
the  fpinal  Medulla  behind. 

2  The  Cortex  and  Medulla  of  the  Brain  are  of 
fo  tender  and  foft  a  Texture,  that  the  lead  Force 
wounds  or  diffolves  them  *,  and  therefore  it  was  ab- 
folutely  necedary,  as  well  from  their  Fabric  as  im¬ 
portant  Ufes,  that  they  ihould  be  thus  guarded 
from  all  external  Injuries. 

3  As  the  Action  of  the  Mufcles  is  neither  con- 
flant  nor  equable,  but  alternate  and  violent,  if  the 
Brain  had  been  expofed  to  their  Preflure,  all  its 
Juice  would  have  been  fuddenly  exprefled  and  dif- 
charged  without  leaving  any  Supplies  fo  that  the 
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Influx  of  nervous  Juice  would  have  been  alternate,, 
as  would  confequently  have  been  the  Effects  there¬ 
of,  alternate  Fits  of  Senfation,  Motion,  as 
per  §.  235.  according  to  Pacchioni . 

4  As  we  never  oblerve  any  Fat  about  the  Brain 
in  a  healthy  State,  fo  there  are  no  Ufes  for  it  in 
this  Vifcus  *,  for  there  is  no  violent  Motion  or  At¬ 
trition  of  Parts  to  be  thereby  abated,  nor  any 
acrid  Humour  to  be  obtunded  :  nor  is  there  any 
room  for  Fat,  fince  the  whole  Capacity  of  the 
Cranium  is  fill’d  with  the  ample  Cortex  and  me¬ 
dullary  Subftance,  which  to  have  loaded  with  Fat 
would  have  been  follow’d  with  the  moft  dangerous 
Confequences ;  fince  the  Quantity  of  Fat  invefling 
any  Part  varies  at  different  times,  being  fomettmes 
more  and  fome times  lefs,  whence  the  Brain  wou’d 
have  been  at  one  time  relaxed,  and  at  another  time 
Gompreffed,  fo  as  to  prove  defir  udtive  to  the  Ani¬ 
mal;  efpecially  fome  that  I  have  often  feen  upon 
the  Shambles,  where  the  vail  Mufcles  of  an  Ox 
was  fcarce  perceptible,  being  buried  in  Fat.  ’Tis 
indeed  true,  that  Ruyfch  has  fometimes  found  a 
little  Fat  betwixt  the  Pia  Mater  and  tunica  Arach- 
noides  ;  but  this  only  in  Brutes,  which  were  hereby 
become  quite  flupid,  and  wou’d  foon  after  have 
died  apoplectic,  and  therefore  the  Appearance  of 
Fat  about  the  Brain  is  always  preternatural  or 
morbid. 

5  To  fave  room  ;  for  the  only  Defign  of  Nature 
being  the  Separation  of  Spirits,  fhe  has  therefore 
only  fupplied  this  Part  with  the  fmaller  Series  of 
pellucid  VefTels,  fit  to  tranfmit  the  more  fubtle  and 
lpirituous  Parts ;  fo  that  neither  any  of  the  red 
ianguiferous,  nor  any  of  the  yellow  ferous  Arteries 
are  distributed  within  the  Subftance  of  the  Cor¬ 
tex. 


And 
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6  And  that  partly  in  order  to  communicate  Heat, 
which  is  generated  by  the  red  Blood  only  ;  and 
partly  to  augment  the  Surface  of  the  Cortex. 

7  By  Exercife,  or  an  increafed  Addon  of  the 
Mufcles,  Heart  and  Arteries,  the  Blood  becomes 
fo  attenuated,  rarified,  and  accumulated  in  the 
Arteries,  as  to  diftend  them  beyond  their  ufual 
and  proper  Diameters,  fo  as  to  comprefs  the  adja¬ 
cent  and  lefs  refilling  Veins  ;  and  for  this  Reafon 
provident  Nature  has  placed  the  Veins  clofe  by  the 
Sides  of  the  Arteries  in  many  Parts,  where  the 
lluggifh  venal  Blood  wrants  to  be  urged  forwards  in 
its  Veffels:  but  if  this  had  been  the  Cafe  with  the 
carotid  Arteries,  upon  any  Comprefiure  or  Diflen- 
tion  of  them  by  bending  the  Neck  and  Head  in 
Sleep,  by  Exercife,  Drinking,  &c.  they  would 
by  their  greater  Diilention  comprefs  the  jugular 
Veins,  if  they  paffed  out  of  the  Cranium  thro*  the 
fame  Holes  with  the  Arteries,  whence  would  arife 
the  moft  dangerous  Symptoms,  if  not  an  Apoplexy 
and  Death.  Thus  Wreftlers  have  fome  of  them 
the  Craft  to  twill  the  Shirt-collar  of  their  Adverfa- 
ry  fo  as  to  comprefs  the  jugular  Veins,  whereby  his 
Antagonift  lofes  all  his  Strength,  and  becomes 
unable  to  Hand  on  his  Legs.  Steno  furnifhes  us 
with  an  Example  of  an  Apoplexy  induced  by  a 
Ligature  on  the  jugular  Veins  of  a  Brute  ;  and  it  is 
the  fame  with  thofe  who  are  hanged  or  flrangied 
by  the  Executioner,  for  they  all  die  apoplectic. 

8  Becaufe  the  Cruor  or  red  Blood  does  not  pene¬ 
trate  into  the  Subftance  of  the  Cortex. 

9  Moft  of  the  other  Veins  in  the  human  Body 
run  by  the  Sides  of  Mufcles,  whofe  Contractions 
propell  forwards  their  thick  and  (lowly  moving 
Blood  *,  but  it  is  evident  from  the  Mechanifm  and 
LTe  of  the  Brain,  that  no  Mufcles  couJd  be  admit¬ 
ted  about,  its  tender  Fabric,  and  therefore  another 
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Contrivance  is  ufed  to  render  the  Circulation  free 
thro*  this  Part,  viz.  large  Sinus’s  or  membranous 
Receptacles  into  which  the  fmall  Veins  immediate¬ 
ly  difcharge  themfelves.  But  thefe  Sinus’s  are  again 
placed  fo  as  to  be  free  from  all  ComprefTure,  the 
longitudinal  Sinus  betwixt  the  two  Hemifpheres  of 
the  Brain,  and  the  reft  in  other  Parts  of  the  Bafis 
of  the  Cranium,  where  the  Inequalities  of  the 
Bones  guard  and  defend  them  alfo  from  any  injuri¬ 
ous  ComprefTure.  The  fame  Obfervation  is  alfo 
applicable  to  the  Veins  which  form  Rings  about  the 
Medulla  fpinalis  within  the  Cavity  of  the  Verte¬ 
bras,  being  a  fort  of  Sinus’s  free  from  any  mufcu- 
lar  ComprefTure,  into  which  the  fmall  Veins  of  the 
fpinal  Medulla  immediately  difcharge  themfelves. 

10  Dr.  Ridley  has  obferved,  that  fome  of  the 
fmall  Veins  proceed  backwards  from  the  Forepart 
of  the  Brain,  to  open  into  the  Sinus’s,  and  others 
come  forwards  to  their  Infertion  ;  by  which  oppo- 
fite  Infertion  of  the  Veins  their  Blood  fuffers  a  Col- 
lifion  and  Attrition  of  its  Parts,  as  it  is  poured  into 
the  large  Sinus  or  Receptacle,  and  thus  its  Con¬ 
cretion  is  in  fome  meafure  prevented,  to  which  the 
venal  Blood  of  the  Encephalon  muft  otherwife  have 
had  a  greater  Propen fity  than  that  of  other  Parts. 
’Tis  alio  peculiar  to  the  Veins  of  the  Brain  to  meet 
in  returning  Angles,  whereas  the  Veins  of  Mufcles 
and  moft  other  Parts  concur  in  acute  Angles. 

11  See  §.  234.  Even  in  this  Experiment  we  find 
Ruyfch  and  Raw  agreeing,  who  are  hardly  ever  of 
the  fame  Opinion  in  any  one  thing  befides :  Ruyfch 
always  found  little  diftindt  Cylinders  or  Threads  of 
the  Injedfion  which  had  tranfuded  into  the  Sinus’s  ; 
which  Threads  of  the  Wax  or  Injection  refembled 
thofe  he  obferved  in  the  Veins  of  the  Pia  Mater  af¬ 
ter  injedting  that  Membrane, 


Becaufe 


2 


11  Becaufe  under  a  Surface  of  that  Figure  may  be 
comprized  a  Body  of  the  largeft  Quantity,  and  at 
the  fame  time  that  the  vafcular  Strata  of  the  Cor¬ 
tex  might  be  the  more  orderly  difpofed  one  within 
the  other  ;  and  that  the  Center  or  Medulla  might  be 
lefs  preffed  than  it  would  have  been  in  any  other 
Figure ;  for  the  Cortex  being  fpherical,  one  Part 
of  it  fuftains  the  other, 

13  Befides  what  has  been  faid  at  §.  272,  we  jfhall 
demonftrate  hereafter  (§.  534.)  that  theie  Ventricles 
conduce  to  the  alternate  V  iciffitudes  of  Sleep  and 
Vigilance,  by  a  Compreffure  of  the  Medulla  of 
the  Brain. 


14  The  whole  Plexus  ChOroides  is  a  Membrane 
upon  which  a  few  fanguiferous  and  pellucid  Arte¬ 
ries,  and  many  more  Veins,  are  orderly  difpofed 
and  diftributed  within  the  Ventricles  of  the  Brain  ; 
from  whence  the  pellucid  Veins  abforbthe  transfu- 
ibd  Vapours  or  Moifture  of  this  Part,  by  their 
fmalleft  Orifices,  and  then  return  them  into  the  Si¬ 
nus’s.  But  thefe  moift  Vapours  exift  here  of  ne~ 
ceffity,  becaufe  all  dry  Membranes  fret  and  cohere 
together  without  them  in  a  little  time  ;  whence  we 
obferve,  that  the  Pleura  having  had  its  exhaling 
Veffels  deftroyed  by  an  Inflammation  of  that  Mem¬ 
brane,  it  afterwards  readily  adheres  to  the  Lungs, 
and  if  the  Adhefion  be  large,  leaves  an  Afthma  be¬ 
hind,  which  is  inflexible  to  all  the  Medicines  in  the 
World:  but  were  the  Membranes  of  the  Brain  to 
adhere  in  the  fame  manner,  the  Confequences 
would  be  much  worfe  than  an  Afthma  to  prevent 
which  therefore  the  Choroide  Plexus  exhales  a  moift 
Dew  by  its  evanefcent  lymphatic  Arteries,  which  is 
again  abforbed  by  the  Veins.  Add  to  this,  the 
Plexus  we  are  fpeaking  of  ferves  to  communicate 
i  the  Heat  of  the  arterial  Blood  to  the  cold  Medulla, 
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and  at  the  lame  time  alfo  to  promote  the  Courfe  of 
its  Juice  into  the  Nerves. 

15  When  a  Ball  is  flung  on  the  Parchment  of  a 
Drum  that  is  braced,  it  does  not  {land  {till,  but 
flies  back  in  a  contrary  Direction  *,  and  in  the  fame 
manner  when  one  Hemifphere  of  the  Brain  is  by 
any  Shock  urged  againft  the  tenfe  falciform  Procefs 
of  the  Dura  Mater,  the  ConcufTion  is  broke  off 
both  from  itfelf  and  from  the  oppofite  Hemifphere  ; 
and  this  longitudinal  Production  of  the  Dura  Ma¬ 
ter  alfo  prevents  one  Hemifphere  from  comprefflng 
the  other  by  its  fuperincumbent  Weight,  when  we 
lay  down  the  Head  on  either  Side.  But  the  lon¬ 
gitudinal  Sinus  ferves  to  forward  the  Courfe  of  the 
venal  Blood  of  the  Encephalon,  which  is  not  pro¬ 
moted  by  the  Pulfation  of  the  Arteries,  as  it  is  in 
many  other  Parts  (vid.  §.  234.)  The  cruciform 
Procefs  of  the  Dura  Mater  betwixt  the  Brain  and 
Cerebellum  does  alfo  anfwer  the  fame  Ufes  with  the 
preceding. 

16  In  this  Part  the  Vitality  of  a  Perfon  more 
immediately  refldes,  and  therefore  it  is  fo  placed 
as  to  lie  fecure  from  all  Injuries  but  what  hurt  the 
Brain  at  the  fame  time ;  for  the  polterior  Lobes  of 
the  Brain  extend  themfelves  farther  backward  and 
downward  than  the  Lobes  of  the  Cerebellum* 
which  are  placed  more  forward.  But  on  the  lower 
and  Back-part  the  Cerebellum  is  defended  external¬ 
ly  by  ftrong  Mufcles,  which  make  up  for  the 
greater  Thinnefs  of  the  Cranium  there.  5Tis  alfo 
upon  the  fame  Account,  viz.  the  Importance  of 
the  Cerebellum  with  regard  to  Life*  that  the  ver¬ 
tebral  Arteries  are  fo  well  fecured  and  defended  in 
their  Paflage  to  it,  afcending  through  the  Forami¬ 
na  of  the  tranfverfe  Procefles  of  the  Vertebrae  in  the 
Neck,  fo  that  they  are  hardly  ever  wounded  or  in¬ 
jured. 

It 
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11  It  was  neceflary  for  the  Brain  to  be  able  to 
fuffer  fuch  a  Change,  that  it  might  perform  its 
AClions  at  one  time  and  abflain  from  thofe  ACli- 
ons  the  other  half  of  Life;  it  is  therefore  furnifhed 
with  Cavities  or  Ventricles,  which,  being  empty, 
the  Brain  is  in  a  manner  relax’d,  but  when  full  it 
is  in  feme  meafure  prefs’d,  and  in  a  State  of  Ten- 
fion.  But  the  Cerebellum  having  no  fuch  Ven¬ 
tricles  is  therefore  not  liable  to  fuch  Viciflitudes, 
but  continually  labours  to  carry  on  the  vital  Fun¬ 
ctions.  \ 

x®  Becaufe  the  Procefles  of  the  Dura  Mater 
which  fuftain  the  Cerebrum  are  fo  ftretched  over 
the  Protuberances  in  the  Bafis  of  the  Cranium  as  to 
prevent  its  incumbent  Weight  from  comprefling 
the  loft  Nerves.  The  optic  Nerves  pafs  out  of 
the  Cranium  under  a  ftrong  Production  of  the  Du¬ 
ra  Mater,  which  ferves  for  a  Cafe  to  the  faid 
Nerves,  and  the  other  Nerves  are  fecured  in  like 
manner.  But  fometimes  when  a  Man  jumps  or 
falls  down  from  a  high  Place  upon  his  Feet  in  an 
ereCl  Pollute,  the  Repercuflion  from  the  Earth 
forces  the  Brain  towards  the  upper  Part  of  the  Cra- 
:  nium,  by  the  Reaction  of  which  laft  the  Brain  is 

I  again  forc’d  fo  violently  upon  the  Bafis  of  the  Cra~ 

I  nium  as  to  comprefs  the  Nerves  which  there  arife 
from  it,  fo  as  to  render  the  Perfon  ilupid,  or  with¬ 
out  the  Ufe  of  his  Senfes  for  home  time. 


19  Wherever  the  Cortex  terminates  there  the 
Medulla  of  the  Brain  begins,  and  fo  does  alfo  that 
of  the  Nerves  ;  to  wit,  in  the  whole  Circumfe¬ 
rence  of  the  anterior  Ventricles,  and  from  every 
Point  of  the  Cortex  of  the  Cerebellum  •,  the.  Ori¬ 
gin  of  the  firfl:  of  thefe  was  obferved  by  Vieuffens , 
but  he  improperly  named  it  Centrum  Ovale ;  fo 
that  the  nervous  Syllem  does  not  arife  from  any 
one  Point  but  from  diftindt  Parts  of  the  Encepha- 
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k>n,  and  their  Terminations  is  alfo  diftindt  through¬ 
out  every  Part  of  the  Body. 

20  No  body  will  eafiiy  believe  that  the  forty  Pair 
of  Nerves  which  come  out  of  the  Cranium  and 
Medulla  Spinalis,  arife  ffom  fo  fmall  a  Part  as  the 
pineal  Gland,  which  is  fo  frequently  diftended, 
putrified  or  render’d  fchirrous  in  many  Difeafes  of 
the  Brain,  without  any  Injury  thence  arifing  to  the 
Senfes,  and  which  is  laftly  placed  at  a  Diflanee  from 
the  Brain  and  Cerebellum.  Every  intelligent  Per- 
fon  who  confiders  thefe  Circumftances,  will  not 
eafiiy  believe  the  Notion  of  Cartefius ,  who  placed 
the  Origin  and  Termination  of  the  whole  nervous 
Syflem  in  that  Gland,  when  at  the  fame  time  the 
pathetick  Nerves  only  rife  near  it ;  however  it 
in  11  ft  beconfefs’d,  that  the  Ufe  of  this  Part  is  not 
yet  fufficiently  known.  Quere  :  Whether  its  Fa- 
brick  is  not  like  that  of  the  Cortex  of  the  Brain, 
or  whether  it  does  not  ferve  to  abforb  the  moift 
Vapours  and  Juices  fubfiding  to  the  Bafis  of  the 
Cranium  in  the  manner  of  a  Tunnel  ?• 

§.  297,  And  indeed  the  Fabric  of  the  En¬ 
cephalon  will  evidently  appear  to  every  one 
who  duly  confiders  its  whole  Meehan ifm  be¬ 
fore  deferibed,  to  be  formed  with  the  higheft 
and  moft  adorable  Wifdom,  its  Veffels  being 
fo  difpofed  as  to  carry  on  an  equable  and  con- 
ftant  Circulation  and  Secretion  of  their  con¬ 
tained  Juices ;  and  it  will  alfo  appear  to  be 
continually  warmed  both  by  the  adjacent  ve¬ 
nal  and  arterial  Blood,  fince  the  very  minute 
and  pellucid  Veffels  of  its  Compofttion  would 
be  otherwife  deftitute  of  Heat ;  and  laftly,  the 
returning  Lymph  will  appear  to  meet  with  a 


298.  V tins  of  the  Encephalon .  343 

ready  Entrance  and  Commixture  with  the  ve¬ 
nal  Blood  of  the  Sinus’s,  let  the  Head  be  re¬ 
tained  in  any  Pofture  whatever. 

1  The  medullary  Subfiance  of  the  Encephalon 
is,  of  all  Parts  of  the  Body,  much  the  remoteft 
from  the  Heart,  the  Source  of  animal  Heat  *,  it 
was  therefore  necefiary  for  it  to  receive  Warmth 
from  the  adjacent  external  Arteries,  partly  from 
the  Dura  Mater,  with  the  numerous  Arteries  of 
the  Pia  Mater  *,  partly  alfo  from  the  Arteries  of  the 
Plexus  Choroideus  with  thofe  little  Arteries  which 
defend  perpendicularly  from  the  Pia  Mater  be¬ 
twixt  the  medullary  Fibres :  Add  to  this,  that  the 
venal  Blood  is  warmer  than  the  Lymph,  and  there¬ 
fore  the  medullary  Part  of  the  Brain  may  receive 
fome  Warmth  from  the  Sinus’s ,  and  from  the 
Veins  in  the  Plexus  Choroideus. 

..  ^  “  • 

§.  298.  But  the  Blood  having  performed  its 
Office  in  the  Encephalon,  returns  afterwards 
diluted  with  the  Lymph  of  the  Brain,  and 
mixing  with  freffi  Lymph,  Chyle,  and  venal 
Blood,  with  the  returning  Bile,  and  perhaps 
Spirits  in  the  larger  Veins,  it  is  from  them  re¬ 
ceived  into  the  Heart,  which  propells  the  fame 
into  the  Lungs,  where  it  is  again  changed 
( per  §.  200.),  and  puts  on  the  fame  Blfpofi- 
tion  which  it  had  before  it  was  firft  fent  to 
the  Brain. 

§.  299.  And  if  no  crude  or  indigeflible 
Particles  remain  in  the  faid  returning  Blood, 
it  will  all  again,  by  this  new  Apparatus  only 
(§.  298.),  become  the  bed  fitted  to  fupply 
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frefli  Spirits  again,  by  the  Fabric  of  the  Brain 
and  Cerebellum. 

§.  300.  Tis  therefore  probable  that  a  cer¬ 
tain  Portion  1  of  the  whole  Mafs  of  Blood 
(§.  224.),  does  thus  pafs  to  and  from  the  En¬ 
cephalon,  in  the  Courfe  before  defcribed, 
without  any  confiderable  Mixture  with  other 
Blood  of  a  different  Nature ;  whence  it  will 
be  the  better  difpofed  to  circulate  the  fame 

Way  again,  more  frequently,  fvviftly,  and 
equably. 

1  That  namely  which  is  the  mad  compaft,  fo¬ 
lk?,  and  moveable,  being  alfo  replenifhed  with  the 
Spirits  returning  from  the  Veins,  which  Part  of 
me  Blood  will  theretore  be  the  more  apt  to  return 
again  to  the  Brain,  and  to  circulate  through  it 
more  frequently  and  fvviftly,  fince  the  PaiTage  of 
the  Blood  from  the  Heart  to  the  Encephalon  Ts  di¬ 
rect,  and  without  any  Obftruttion  from  Fat, 
Mufcles,  or  other  Impediments  ;  but  as  fimilar 
Caufes  generally  yield  fimilar  Effects,  and  as  the 
Blood  was  better  difpofed  than  the  reft  of  the  Mafs 
to  alcer.d  to  the  Head  at  the  very  firft  Moment  of 
its  entering  the  carotid  Arteries,  by  that  Difpofiti- 

on  it  will  alfo  be  carried  rather  to  the  Brain  than 
to  any  other  Part. 

§.  301.  LafUy,  If  we  confider  (1.)  the 
great  Bulk  '  of  the  Brain,  Cerebellum,  Me- 
flalia  oblongata  and  Spinalis,  with  the  vaft 
Number  of  large  Nerves  which  proceed,  and 
are  diftributed  from  them  every  way,  and  then 
compare  the  whole  Sydern  with  the  Bulk  of 
£he  other  nearly  *  folid  Parts  of  the  Body; 

(z.)  That 


(2.)  That  the  Encephalon  and  fpinal  Medulla 
are  the  firft  apparent  Bafis  of  the  Carina  or  in¬ 
cipient  Embryo  3,  from  whence  the  reft  of  the 
Vifceraand  other  Parts  are  afterwards  produ¬ 
ced,  as  we  are  allured  by  the  accurate  Malpig¬ 
hi  ;  and  (3.)  that  there  is  fcarce  any  Part  of 
the  whole  Body  but  what  is  inverted  either 
with  the  Faculty  of  Senfatwi  4  or  local  Moti¬ 
on  :  From  all  thefe  Confiderations  we  may 
believe  that  almoft  the  whole  Mafs  of  the  fo- 
lid  Parts  in  the  Body  are  complicated  and 
made  up  with  nervous  Filaments. 

1  As  not  being  loaded  like  other  Parts  either 
with  Air,  Blood,  Fat,  or  Mufcles,  but  is  entirely 
a  Compages  of  minute  Veffels,  giving  rife  to  the 
Nerves ;  with  which  vafcular  Compages  is  fill9d 
the  large  Cavity  of  the  Cranium  and  Vertebra?, 
and  which  is  in  reality  continued  through  every 
individual  Part  of  the  Body,  by  thofe  innumera¬ 
ble  Produdlions  the  Nerves. 

2  The  true  or  compact  Mafs  of  an  Animal  is 
not  fuch  as  appears  to  us ;  for,  in  the ’firft  place, 
there  is  a  large  Quantity  of  Fat  to  be  deduded, 
fince  the  Animal  may  live  very  well  without  it  and 
becomes  more  adive  thereby.  The  Limbs  of  a 
Patient  who  has  an  Ulcer  in  the  Lungs  fhrink  up 
almoft  to  nothing,  without  lofing  any  thing  but 
their  Fat  and  Juices,  which  foon  return  again  after 
the  Lungs  have  been  reftored  to  their  healthy  State. 
In  the  fecond  place,  we  muft  dedud  a  vaft  Quanti¬ 
ty  of  Air  from  the  Bulk  of  the  Animal,  fince  we 
find  that  the  Lungs,  Cavity  of  the  Thorax,  Sto¬ 
mach  and  Inteftines,  Abdomen,  &c.  are  almoft 
entirely  fill’d  with  that  Fluid.  Thirdly,  we  muft 
deduct  the  Blood  and  its  Juices,  which  only  di~ 

ftend 
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fiend  the  Vefiels,  Mufcles,  and  Vifcera  to  that 
Size  in  which  they  uftially  appear.  Laftly,  let 
the  Nerves  be  deduced  or  feparated  from  all  the 
reft,  and  confidered  as  Appendages  of  the  Ence¬ 
phalon,  and  then  upon  comparing  the  nervous  Sy- 
ftem  with  what  remains,  it  will  be  found  nearly, 
if  not  more  than  equal ;  for  the  Brain  is  deftitute 
of  all  thofe  Parts  which  ferve  to  make  up  the  Bulk 
of  the  Body,  fuch  as  Fat,  Mufcles,  Air,  Blood, 
&c.  and  may  be  therefore  confider’d  as  a  mere  So¬ 
lid,  excepting  the  fubtile  Juice  it  contains.  In  an 
Atrophy  or  Confumption,  the  fmall  Blood-veftels 
are  emptied  of  their  Contents  and  collapfe  together, 
but  the  Nerves  do  notwithftanding  appear  as  large 
and  as  found  as  ever. 

3  We  have  beautiful  Experiments  and  Obferva- 
tions  on  this  Subjeft  communicated  by  Malpighi , 
afilfted  by  the  Microfcope,  though  we  have  many 
of  the  fame  Obfervations  in  Ariftotle ,  Aquapendens , 
and  Harvey ,  who  had  not  the  Advantage  of  that 
Inftrument ;  from  them  it  appears  that  every  fingle 
Egg  which  does  not  receive  the  Influence  of  the 
Cock  confifh  of  a  Shell,  Membranes,  Chalaza, 
Albumen,  and  Yolk,  with  the  Sacculus  of  Colli- 
quamentum ;  and  that  upon  opening  another  Egg, 
laid  foon  after  the  Hen  had  been  trodden,  the  Sac¬ 
culus  of  Colliquamentum  appear’d  by  the  Micro¬ 
fcope  to  contain  a  Speck  in  its  middle,  hardly  big¬ 
ger  than  the  1000th  Part  of  a  Grain  of  Sand,  nor 
could  any  diftinct  Parts  be  obferv’d  therein ;  but 
upon  opening  another  Egg  that  had  been  laid  fome 
Hours,  he  began  to  diftinguifh  the  Carina  or  inci¬ 
pient  Chick  in  the  Form  of  a  Yermicle,  or  like  a 
Tail  arifing  from  a  large  Head ;  and  it  is  obferva- 
ble,  that  all  Animals,  whether  Quadruped,  Fowl, 
Pifh,  or  Infedl,  are,  at  their  firft  Formation,  of 
the  fame  Shape,  that  is,  like  a  Yermicle,  conftft- 
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ing  only  of  Head  and  Tail ;  in  the  firft  of  thefe, 
after  a  fhort  Incubation,  he  diftinguifh’d  two  Ve- 
ficles  or  Hemifpheres  of  the  Brain,  with  the  two 
protuberant  Balls  of  the  Eyes,  while  the  Cerebel¬ 
lum  appeared  in  Form  of  but  oneVeficle,  with  the 
Medulla  Spinalis  extended  from  thence  in  the 
Form  of  a  crooked  Tail.  After  a  tew  Hours  In¬ 
cubation  all  thefe  appeared  yet  more  diftinft,  and 
the  Carina  was  befet  with  Protuberances,  or  Ine¬ 
qualities,  which  were  the  Rudiments  of  the  incipi¬ 
ent  Vertebras;  at  the  fame  time  appeared,  by  de¬ 
grees,  a  kind  of  vibrating  Arch  extended  from  the 
middle  of  the  Carina,  which  at  length  diftinguifh- 
ed  itfelf  into  four  Sinus's,  and  being  combin’d  toge¬ 
ther  form’d  the  two  Auricles  and  Ventricles  of  the 
Heart ;  there  was  as  yet  no  Appearance  either 
of  the  Thorax  and  Lungs,  or  of  the  Abdomen 
and  its  V  ifcera,  much  lefs  of  the  Extremities  or 
Limbs,  but  all  thofe  Parts  germinated  by  degrees 
till  the  whole  Chick  was  compleat.  If  thefe  Ob- 
fervations  be  confidered  with  due  Attention,  the 
nervous  Syftem  will  appear  to  be  the  Part  which  firft 
exifls  in  the  incipient  Animal ;  and  from  whence, 
in  Conjun&ion  with  the  arterial  Syftem,  all  the 
Vifcera  and  other  Parts  are  gradually  form’d  ; 
hence  it  is  that  the  Head  bears  fo  much  greater 
Proportion  to  the  reft  of  the  Body,  as  the  Animal 
is  nearer  to  its  Origin  ;  and  on  the  contrary,  that 
the  Vifcera  and  Limbs  are  proportionably  larger  as 
the  Animal  is  older.  It  is  a  Rule  with  Painters  to 
give  the  Head  of  a  new  born  Infant  the  Propor¬ 
tion  of  one  to  three  in  drawing  its  whole  Body, 
but  in  Adults  the  Proportion  is  one  to  eight; 
whence  it  feems  probable,  that  all  the  folid  Parts 
of  the  Body  are  form’d  by  degrees  from  the  Brain 
and  its  Appendages,  and  that  they  confift  chiefly  of 
nervous  Filaments, 


All 
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4  All  the  Parts  of  an  Animal  have  either  Moti¬ 
on  or  Seniation ;  and  though  the  Heart,  Lungs, 
and  moil  of  the  other  Vifcera,  have  not  a  diftindt 
Seniation,  as  being  defign’d  to  perpetual  Motions, 
yet  they  are  formed  to  be  very  ienfible  of  Pain  or 
a  fort  of  Anguifh  whenever  they  are  inflam’d  ;  but 
if  they  had  been  made  very  fenfible  they  would  have 
received  Pain  from  their  neceflary  and  conftant 
Motion  *,  the  Bones  indeed  are  faid  to  have  no  Sen- 
fation,  but  Anatomifts  are  very  well  acquainted 
that  the  compadteft  Horns  arife  from  foft  nervous 
Papillae,  and  that  the  Nerves  being  form’d  into  a 
membranous  Expanfion  give  rife  to  all  the  Bones 
and  Cartilages. 

§.302.  It  will  alfo  appear  to  be  in  no  wile 
abfurd  for  us  to  believe,  that  the  fmalleft  Vef- 
fels  in  the  whole  Body  arifing  from  the  ulti¬ 
mate  Arteriole,  become  very  much  like  1  the 
leaft  Filaments  of  the  Nerves ,  both  as  to 
Size,  their  contained  juices,  and  other  Pro-^ 
perties. 

The  Aorta  is  a  Compages  of  all  the  Series  of 
V efifels  ;  for  there  are  Branches  arifing  from  thence 
which,  being  extended  into  Circles,  are  at  length 
turned  into  Veins,  iadteal  Duds,  adipofe  Cells, 
ffV.  Even  the  whole  Body  will  appear  to  confift 
of  Arteries  if  we  confider  Its  Nutrition.  I  cannot, 
for  my  own  part,  fee  any  Reafon  why  the  fmalleft 
Series  of  Arteries,  which  are  the  pellucid  Emififa- 
ries  of  the  Carotids  fpent  in  the  Cortex  of  the  Brain, 
fhouid  not,  fome  of  them  at  leaft,  be  diftributed 
for  other  Ules  than  Senle  and  Motion ;  for  Expe¬ 
riments  convince  us  that  thofe  Addons  depend  en¬ 
tirely  upon  the  Nerves  which  arife  from  the  Brain. 

Even 
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Even  if  we  meet  with  VefTels  of  the  fame  Tenuity 
with  the  Nerves  in  any  Part  of  the  Body,  their 
contained  Juices  muff  be  of  the  fame  Subtil ty  with 
the  Spirits  or  nervous  Juice,  §.275  and  276.  fo 
that  thus  we  fhall  have  a  fort  of  Nerves  or  Veffels 
of  the  minuteft  Size,  not  arifing  from  the  Brain* 
and  whofe  contained  Juices  approach  very  near  to 
the  Nature  of  animal  Spirits,  being  defign’d  for 
Nutrition,  and  therefore  we  call  them  natural  Spi¬ 
rits. 

§.303.  But  that  Part  of  the  Blood  which  was 
fent  to  the  Head,  and  not  employ'd  there  for 
the  Formation  of  Spirits,  is  carried  off  by  the 
lateral  Arteries  1  to  the  Dura  Mater,  Cranium* 
Pericranium,  Mufcles,  and  other  Parts  about 
the  Skull. 

1  Both  the  external  and  internal  Parts  of  the 
Head  ^  neither  of  them  receive  any  Blood  but  what 
comes  from  the  carotid  and  vertebral  Arteries ;  the 
firfl  of  which  having  reached  the  Cranium,  fends 
off  each  a  lateral  Branch  externally,  while  the  inter¬ 
nal  Carotid  is  inflecSted  at  its  entering  through  the 
crooked  Foramen  obferved  by  Lower ,  from  whence 
it  is  diftributed  through  the  whole  Subftance  of  the 
Brain ;  but  the  other  Branch  or  external  Carotid,  be¬ 
ing  diftributed  to  the  external  Parts  of  the  Head, 
fends  oft  a  Branch,  which  pafting  through  a  fmall 
round  Foramen  in  the  Cranium  is  fpent  upon  the 
Dura  Mater,  the  Impreftions  of  whofe  Arteries  are 
vifible  within  the  dried  Skull ;  and  it  is  from  hence 
that  the  Palpitation  and  Heat  of  the  Dura  Mater 
arifes. 


§*  0^ 4'’ 
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§.  304.  But  the  Dura  Mater  being  alfo  the 
internal  Perio/ieum  1  of  the  Skull,  is  a  lort  of 
Stratum  or  Bafis  in  which  thofe  Arteries  (§, 
303.)  are  orderly  difpofed,  and  from  whence 
they  infert  their  fmall  Twigs  into  the  Bones 
themfelves  of  the  Cranium,  upon  which  they 
are  every  way  fpent  in  very  minute  Branches ; 
but  thefe  fmall  Arteries  being  diftributed  be¬ 
twixt  the  thin  bony  Plates  of  the  Cranium,  in¬ 
termix  with  thofe  from  the  Pericranium,  and 
with  them  form  very  fine  Plexus’s,  by  which 
the  Nutrition,  Warmth  2,  and  Secretion  of 
Medulla  3  in  the  Diploe,  with  the  Growth  of 
the  bony  Cranium  in  Proportion  4  to  the  In- 
creafe  of  its  contained  and  other  Parts,  are 
all  performed;  but  having  performed  thefe 
Offices,  the  Blood  tpeedily  returns  by  the 
Veins. 

t  . 

*  From  that  Branch  of  the  external  Carotid 
which  is  diftributed  upon  the  Dura  Mater  arife  am 
infinite  Number  of  fmall  Arteries,  inferting  them¬ 
felves  from  the  convex  Surface  of  the  Dura  Ma¬ 
ter,  through  the  internal  Plate  of  the  Cranium 
into  its  Diploe  or  Meditullium,  upon  whofe  Cells 
they  are  fpent  in  reticular  Plexus’s.  In  the 
Skull  of  a  Man  that  has  been  hang’d,  thefe  fmall 
Arteries  (which  ferve  as  fo  many  Ligaments  to  con¬ 
nect  the  Cranium  and  Dura  Mater)  being  burft,  oc- 
cafion  the  Appearance  of  many  red  Points  or  Spots 
in  the  Dura  Mater.  Other  Branches  of  the  external 
Carotid  are  again  diftributed  on  the  Surface  of  the 
Pericranium,  from  whence  they  penetrate  through 
die  external  Plate  to  the  Diploe,  and  mixing  with 

the 
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the  former  Arteriolm  compofe  the  Meditullium  and 
difcharge  a  medullary  Oil. 

a  The  Brain  being  naturally  very  cold  from  its 
Remotenefs  from  the  Heart,  is  in  fome  meafure 
warmed  by  the  adjacent  Arteries  of  the  Dura  Ma¬ 
ter;  which  alfo  communicate  fome  fmall  Motion  to 
its  cold  Veins,  which  is  one  of  the  principal  Offi¬ 
ces  of  the  Dura  Mater  towards  the  Brain.  It  is 
true,  that  Baglivi ,  and  feveral  other  eminent  Phy- 
ficians,  have  imagin’d  that  the  Adion  of  the  Du¬ 
ra  Mater  and  its  Arteries  is  fo  confiderable  as  to 
comprefs  the  Brain,  and  propel!  its  contained  Juice 
alternately  with  every  Syftole  of  the  Heart ;  but 
notwithftanding  their  Authorities,  we  know  that 


the  Cohefion  of  the  Dura  Mater  to  the  Cranium  is 
fuch  as  to  caufe  its  Arteries  to  make  their  Impref- 
fions  on  the  Bones  of  the  Cranium  ♦,  whereas  if  the 
Dura  Mater  were  loofe,  we  fhould  have  the  Fi¬ 
gure  of  thofe  Arteries  imprefs’d  upon  the  fofter 
Subftance  of  the  Brain.  To  this  it  has  been  ob- 
jedted  by  a  Perfon  of  Note,  that  there  was  a  time 
in  which  the  Cranium  was  equally  foft  with  the 
Brain  ;  to  which  we  anfwer,  that  it  is  evident  the 
Arteries  do  not  make  their  Impreffions  at  that 
time,  fince  their  Magnitude  correfponds  to  the  Ar¬ 
teries  of  an  Adult,  which  vaftly  exceed  thofe  of 
the  tender  Fcetus. 


5  There  is  not  indeed  much  Medulla  here  fe- 
parated,  but  yet  there  is  enough  to  prevent  the 
Bones  of  the  Cranium  from  being  too  brittle  *,  for 
the  Bones  themfelves  are  almoft  a  mere  Earth 
friable,  and  with  little  Cohefion,  as  appears  from 
chemical  Experiments,  as  in  a  calcin’d  Bone, 
which  being  dipt  in  Oil  recovers  its  Hardnefs 
and  Cohefion  ;  this  Effed  of  the  Medulla  is 
much  greater  in  the  tubular  Cavities  of  the  more 

movable 
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movable  Bones,  as  in  the  Thighs,  Legs,  and 
Arms. 

4  The  Arteries  of  the  Dura  Mater,  by  propel¬ 
ling  their  Blood  and  Juices  with  which  they  are  di- 
it ended  by  the  Force  of  the  Heart,  do,  in  the 
fame  Proportion,  gradually  diftend  and  enlarge 
the  fo ft  Bones  of  the  Cranium,  whofe  Sutures  con¬ 
tinue  membranous  fo  long  as  they  are  capable  of 
Increafe,  that  is,  to  about  the  Age  of  twelve  or 
fourteen  Years.  But  the  reducftory  Veins  coming 
through  particular  Foramina  of  the  Cranium,  very 
rarely  open  into  the  Sinus’s  of  the  Dura  Mater,  as 
du  Verney  obferves,  but  are  generally  inferted  in¬ 
to  the  Branches  of  the  external  jugular  Veins. 
But  befides  the  Ufe  of  the  Dura  Mater  as  a  Perio- 
fteum,  it  alfo  fends  out  Productions  through  the 
Foramina  of  the  Cranium  and  Vertebras  of  the 
Spine,  to  in  veil  and  fecure  the  Nerves ;  but  thefe 
Productions  reflected,  invefl:  alfo  the  Outflde  of  the 
Cranium  and  Vertebras  ;  from  the  laft  of  which  the 
Continuation  is  carried  on  to  the  Ribs,  Clavicles, 
Humeri,  and  all  the  Bones  of  the  Limbs,  fo,  in 
fhort,  as  to  be  continuous  with  the  Perioftia,  and 
invefl:  all  the  Bones  ;  whence  the  Dura  Mater  may 
be  reckon’d  the  Origin  of  all  the  Perioftia,  which, 
if  they  could  be  artfully  feparated  from  all  the 
Bones,  would  exactly  referable  the  outward  Shape 
of  a  Skeleton.  All  thele  Perioftia  we  know  are 
Membranes,  fpread  with  vafcular  Plexus’s,  or  an 
infinite  Number  of  fanguiferous  and  lymphatic 
Veflfels,  in  a  reticular  Difpofition,  from  whence 
the  vital  and  nutritious  Juices  are  conveyed 
into  the  Subftance  of  the  Bones ,  as  Dr.  Ha¬ 
vers  has  fhewn  at  large  in  his  elegant  Treatife  on 
the  Bones. 


§•  3°5> 
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§•  3 °5-  ’Tis  next  obfervable,  that  the  Blood 
which  comes  neareft  in  Likenefs  to  the  Con¬ 
fidence  or  Solidity ,  Subtilty,  Pvdotion  and 
Fluidity  of  that  lately  fent  'to  the  Head,  is 
impeli’d  through  the  fubclavian  axillary, 
and  brachial  Arteries,  into  thofe  of  the  Hands' 
where  palling  through  the  lead  Veffeis  like 
the  former,  it  occafions  that  great  Agility, 
otrengtn.  Warmth,  and  fenfible  Perlpiration 
obfervable  there ;  for  which  fame  Reafons  its 

Circulation  mud  alfo  be  very  quick  thro’  thofe 
Parts, 

t 

1  Thefe  Arteries  are  fo  denominated  from  the 
Clavicles,  under  the  Defence  of  which  Bones  they 
pafs  fecurely  to  the  Arms  in  Men  who  go  ereft 
but  in  Brutes  who  have  their  Necks  pendulous] 
they  pafs  into  the  upper  or  anterior  Limbs  with¬ 
out  this  Defence.  We  however  obferve,  that  thofe 
Animals  who  ufe  the  fore  Limbs  for  catching  their 
Prey  and  other  Food,  have  thefe  Bones  or  Clavi¬ 
cles  given  to  them  by  Nature,  to  fuftain  the  Sca¬ 
pula  and  Articulation  of  the  Humerus,  to  enable 
the  latter  for  moving  in  larger  Circles  ;  fuch  as  in 
the  Species  of  Monkeys,  Bears,  Squirrels,  Dor¬ 
mice,  £jfr.  which  have  alfo  a  fliort  Neck  like  the 
human  Species,  and  take  their  Food  too  like  them, 
either  ereft  or  fitting. 

We  become  almod  as  wife  by  our  Hands  as 
by  our  Eyes;  fince  it  is  the  Hand  that  makes  thofe 
various  Machines  by  which  we  are  let  into  the 
Knowledge  of  Nature :  They  make  TeSefcopes  for 
us  to  look  into  the  Heavens,  Microfcopes  to  in- 
iped  and  difcern  infenfible  Gbjedb,  And 

A  a  there- 
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therefore  to  enable  tnele  Limbs  for  performing  their 
numerous,  nimble,  and  exquiflte  Operations,  it 
was  neceflary  they  lhould  be  fupplied  with  the 
more  active,  fluid,  and  fwiftly  moving  Parts  ot 
the  Blood,  as  we  find  they  are  by  the  adjacent 
Heat  t,  next  after  the  Head ;  whence  the  Heat  and 
Sweating  of  the  Palms. 

§.  306.  But  the  Blood  fent  to  the  Hands,  as 
well  as  that  brought  to  all  other  Parts,  being 
ieparated  and  dirtnbuted  by  the  fmalleft  aiterial 
Veffels,  is  by  them  carried  into  theism  1  and 
their  Medulla,  into  the  Membranes  3,  Mufcles  3, 
Fat  4,  Glands,  and  Skin  ;  where  vanilhing 
through  their  exceeding  Tenuity,  they  return 
again  in  redudory  Veffels,  gradually  enlarging ; 
by  which  the  arterial  Blood  and  Juices  are  si- 
gam  returned  through  the  Veins  of  the  Hand 
to  thofe  of  the  Arm  and  Shoulder,  and  from 
thence  by  the  Cava  to  the  Heart. 

1  All  the  Bones  are  on  every  Side  inverted,  ex¬ 
cept  at  the  Infertions  of  their  Ligaments  and  Cap- 
fules,  with  a  Membrane  call’d  therefore  Periofte- 
um  which  is  a  reticular  Plexus  or  Intertexture  of 
an  infinite  Number  of  fmall  fanguiferous  Arteries- 
and  Veins,  as  well  as  Nerves  and  Lymphatics : 
But  from  the  larger  of  thefe  fanguiferous  Arteries 
arife  fmaller  ones,  which  penetrate  to  the  interior 
Fabric  of  the  Bones,  and  enter  betwixt  their  La¬ 
mellae,  throughout  every  individual  Part.  But 
befides  thefe  Veffels  of  the  Periofteum  inverting 
the  Bones  both  without  and  withinfide,  the  Bones 

have  alfo  in  their  Cavities  other  larger,  medullary 

Blood- 
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Blood- veflels,  which  generally  penetrate  them  thro* 
large  Foramina  in  their  Epiphyfes  or  Heads ; 
which  lait  Veflels  are  not  fpent  on  the  bony  La¬ 
mellae  like  the  former,  but  are  diftributed  on  the 
medullary  Loculi  of  the  very  fine  cellular  Mem¬ 
brane  contained  within  the  Bones  for  the  Recepti¬ 
on  of  the  medullary  Oil ;  which  is  alfo  in  Part  fe- 
parated  from  the  Arteriolas  of  the  internal  Perio¬ 
fteum,  which  infinuates  itfelf  thro’  the  Foramina  of 
the  Epiphyfes  Oflium,  with  the  larger  Veflels, 
and  lines  the  Bones  internally  as  the  other  Perio¬ 
fteum  does  externally.  As  for  the  Blood  brought 
into  the  Bones  by  thofe  Arteries,  it  is  returned  by 
correfponding  fmall  Veins  palling  out  through  the 
oblique  Foramina  of  the  Bones,  and  opening  into 
the  adjacent  Veins  of  the  exterior  Periofteum,  and 
thence  it  paflfes  to  the  larger  Trunks.  Thus  the 
Blood  feems  to  have  a  twofold  Circulation  through 
the  Bones;  one  from  the  Arteriolse  of  the  internal 
Periofteum  through  the  Pores,  and  betwixt  the 
Lamellae  of  the  Bones;  the  other  from  the  Arte¬ 
ries,  fpent  reticularly  on  the  medullary  Cells  without 
entering  into  the  compact  Subftance  of  the  Bone  *, 
thus,  for  example,  in  the  Cranium,  you  will  have 
a  clear  View  of  this  twofold  Circulation,  by  fup- 
pofing  the  Brain  to  be  the  oily  Medulla  of  a  Bone ; 
fo  that  the  Pericranium  and  Dura  Mater  which  de¬ 
tach  Arteries  into  the  Lamellae  of  the  Bones,  will 
reprefent  the  Periofteum  internum  and  externum  ; 
but  the  Pia  Mater  will  denote  that  Part  of  the  in¬ 
ternal  Periofteum  which  fupplies  Arteries  diftin<5l 
both  in  Courfe,  Origin,  and  Diftribudon  from 
the  preceding. 

a  All  which  are  by  Ruyfch  demonftrated  to  con- 
lift  of  Fibres  and  fmall  Veflels  varioufl  v  interwoven 

.4 

and  interfering  each  other. 

A  a  2  The 


356  Circulation  of  the  Blood.'  §  306, 

3  The  whole  Compares  of  the  Mufcles  are 
compofed  of  Fibres  from  the  Nerves,  which  we 
have  demonftrated  continuous  with  the  Arteries 
{per%.  270  and  284.)  ;  upon  which  Fibres  are  a- 
gain  fpread  the  Arteries,  Veins,  and  Fat,  tranfu- 
ding  into  the  cellular  Membrane  from  the  Arteries; 
the  diaphanous  Fibres  being  manifeftly  the  Produ¬ 
ction  of  the  Nerves  {per  §.  440.),  whence  it  is  ma- 
nifeft,  that  the  whole  Subftance  of  the  Mufcle  is 
continuous  with  the  Arteries. 

4  The  Adeps,  which  is  a  fat  Oil,  paffes  mix’d 
with  the  Blood  through  the  Arteries  and  Veins  in 
all  Parts  of  the  Body,  as  is  evident  even  to  the 
Eye  by  the  Micro fcope  ;  but  from  the  fmalleft  of 
thofe  VefTels,  at  their  Anaftomofes,  it  is  depofited 
into  the  Cells  of  the  adipofe  Membrane,  out  of 
the  Courfeof  the  Circulation.  Where  the  fmall  Ar¬ 
teries  and  Veins  unite  by  Anaftomofes,  there  are  late¬ 
ral  Communications  with  the  blind  Oil  Cells  for  the 
Reception  of  the  Fat,  which  being  lighter  than  the 
other  Parts  of  the  Blood  will  both  move  on  flow¬ 
er  and  more  oblique  or  laterally,  lo  as  to  enter  the 
Cells,  while  the  more  denfe  Parts  of  the  Blood 
proceed  more  in  a  right  Line  according  to  the  Axis 
of  the  Arteriola,  into  the  correfponding  Vein. 
But  no  Juice  has  a  greater  Tenacity  than  Oil,  and 
therefore  it  will  not  perfpire  or  be  confumed,  but 
accumulated.  Hence  we  may  eafily  perceive  how 
a  Perfon  may  become  of  a  monftrous  Bulk  by 
mere  Obefity  ;  and  how  a  Perfon  may  become 
thin  again  by  the  mere  Motion  of  the  Mufcles 
only  accelerating  the  Blood  through  its  Veflels, 
and  at  the  fame  time  exprefling  the  Oil  into  them 
from  its  containing  Cells?  We  can  alfo  from  hence 
give  a  Reafon  why  lean  People  have  much  and 

.  fat  People  but  little  Blood  in  their  VefTels.  I  have 
obferved,  after  Lmenhoec ,  a  fmall  Portion  of  a 

Mufcle 
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Mufcle  from  a  lean  Ox  looked  red  and  full  of 
Blood,  but  a  like  Portion  of  the  Muicle  from  a 
very  fat  Sheep  manifefted  no  Appearance  at  all  of 
Blood,  but  feemed  a  continued  Mafs  of  Fat :  A- 
nother  time  I  dry VI  a  JVIulcle  from  a  very  lean 
Plow-horfe,  and  viewing  a  Bit  of  it  with  a  Micro¬ 
scope,  it  appeared  uniformly  red  and  nothing  elfe; 
but  a  Piece  of  the  Mufcle  from  a  fat  Ox  being 
prepared  and  examined  in  the  lame  manner,  fhewed 
very  little  Rednefs  by  the  Microfcope,  but  feem’d 
rather  a  mere  Particle  of  Far. 

§•  3 °7-  For  it  mult  be  obferved,  that  the 
Extremity  of  every  fmall  Artery  is  accompa¬ 
nied,  in  all  Parts  of  the  Body  as  well  as  in  the 
Limbs,  with  a  fort  of  glandular  Apparatus 
(approaching  the  Fabric  of  §.  250.)1  from 
whence  a  Veilel  ariles,  carrying  off  the  diffe¬ 
rent  Humour  here  Separated,  whether  it  be 
ferous,  lymphatic  1 ,  aqueous,  or  oily 5  by 
which  Veffel  the  Said  Humour  alfo  returns  a- 
gain  into  the  Veffels,  and  mixing  with  the 
reft  of  the  Blood  in  the  Veins  2,  returns  by 
them  to  the  Heart :  Such  an  Apparatus  is 
proved  from  Dropfies  of  all  kinds,  and  espe¬ 
cially  tiie  Anafarca  3 ;  from  a  lymphatic  Tu¬ 
mour  or  Swelling  of  thofe  Parts  which  have 
had  their  V dns  4  obftru&ed  hy  Ligature;  from 
fijlulous  5  Ulcers,  Hydatids  6,  Phlyclence  7,  the 
Itch  8,  Eruptions,  or  Granula  Hordacea  9,  fre¬ 
quently  obferved  in  the  Fat  of  Pork  and  other 
Animals;  from  whence  it  alfo  appears,  that 
this  Secretory  Apparatus  is  to  be  found  alike 
in  all  Parts  «°  of  the  Body. 

A  a  a 


We 


25  8  Circulation  of  the  Blood \  §  3°7* 

1  We  evidently  perceive  that  there  is  fecerned 
every  where  a  limpid  Liquor  like  Lymph  ;  but 
we  are  not  allured  that  the  Secretion  is  made  by 
glandular  Machines,  fince  we  only  meet  with  their 
Appearance  in  Difeafes. 

1  Thus  the  Juices  of  feveral  Kinds  is  returned 
into  the  Blood,  to  be  again  feparated  from  thence 
for  the  fame  Purpofes. 

5  An  Anafarca  is  a  Colledtion  or  Stagnation  of 
an  aqueous  Humour,  either  in  the  Lymphatics  oi 
in  the  Cells  of  the  Membrana  Adipofa,  in  whofe 
Cells  the  Arteries  ought  only  to  depofit  Fat  in  a 
healthy  State;  but  fince  there  is  no  Part  of  the 
whole  Body  but  what  is  liable  to  this  Species  of 
Dropfy,  it  follows,  that  there  mod  be  a  fort  of 
glandular  Apparatus  in  every  Part,  from  whence 
the  faid  lymphatic  Humours  arife. 

4  We  know,  by  Experiment,  that  a  Ligature 
piade  on  the  fanguiferous  Veins  of  a  Part  occafions 
the  Lymphatics  to  fwell  and  become  vifiblc  by  the 
Accumulation  of  their  Juices,  wmch  before  had  a 
Paflage  into  and  through  the  fanguiferous  Veins. 
This  Experiment  may  be  beautifully  made  by  fix¬ 
ing  a  Ligature  on  the  Vena  Cava  of  a  living  Dog, 
as  it  was  firfl  performed  by  Lower,  who,  however, 
ought  not  to  have  thence  concluded,  that  there¬ 
fore  every  Dropfy  was  feated  in  the  Lymphatics, 
which  only  makes  that  Species  defcribed  by  Hip¬ 
pocrates. 

5  Fiftulous  Ulcers  di  (charge  a  great  deal  of  a  Li- 
quor  which  is  neither  like  Biood  nor  Matter  * 
efpecially  when  thofe  Ulcers  penetrate  to  the  Peri- 
oftia  of  the  Bones.  When  a  Surgeon  makes  a 
Fontanel  by  applying  a  Cautery  to  the  Cranium, 
at  firfl:  indeed  the  Blood  follows,  but  in  a  Day  or 
two  afterwards  it  pours  out  a  mere  Lymph  ,  whence 
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it  follows,  that  there  muft  be  lymphatic  Veffels 
there. 

6  Hydatids  are  round  pellucid  Tumours,  form¬ 
ed  by  an  aqueous  Humour  retained  in  a  thin  Mem¬ 
brane  :  Nor  can  they  well  be  faid  to  be  no  more 
than  Varices  of  the  Lymphatics',  for  they  being 
©bftrubfed  dilate  into  a  Sphere,  whence  it  would 
leem  that  their  Cells  were  at  firft  fpherical,  but  in¬ 
visible  before  they  were  preternatu  rally  difterided  by 
Difeafe.  Thefe  Hydatids  are  often  formed  in  the 
Uterus,  and  Ruyfch  has  found  the  whole  Liver 
turn’d  into  thefe  Vehicles. 

7  Phlydtene  are  oblong,  pellucid,  and  lympha¬ 
tic  Vehicles  •,  being  the  true  Varices  or  Aneurifms 
of  the  Lymphatics.  They  frequently  happen  in 
the  Eyes  and  endanger  their  Sight  *,  as  happen’d 
to  a  young  Student  who  came  under  me,  being 
very  folicitous  to  preferve  his  Sight :  In  this  Pa¬ 
tient  I  could  obferve,  with  a  Microfcope,  that  the 
Artery  which  is  extended  over  the  Pupil  was  much 
enlarged  and  diftended  into  Protuberances  or  Aneu- 
ryfms  of  this  kind*,  therefore  the  Veffel  being  re¬ 
moved  and  opened  by  a  Needle  with  a  fufpended 
or  gentle  Hand,  the  Water  ran  out  and  his  Sight 
returned. 

8  Chiefly  the  Itch,  which  is  formed  of  fmall  Pu- 
ftuies,  including  a  fharp  Ichor  under  the  Cuticle, 
and  which  excites  an  intolerable  itching.  For  the 
fmall  Veffels  of  the  Cutis  which  lay  before  concealed 
under  the  Cuticle,  become  fo  diftended  in  this  Diff 
order  as  to  be  vifible  and  irritated,  either  by  feme 
acrid  Virus,  or  even  Animalcule,  according  to 
Redi  and  others.  When  the  reticular  Body  of 
Malpighi  has  been  eroded  and  con fu died  in  the  Itch 
it  proves  of  the  very  worft  kind,  and  if  that  Ero- 
(ion  extends  to  the  Skin  itfelf  it  produces  a  Le~ 

A  a  4  profy  y 
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proly  ;  but  if  it  extends  even  through  the  Skin  to, 
the  fubjacent  Mernbrana  Adipofa,  it  produces  the 
direful  Malady  termed  Lepra  Arabum,  frequent 
among  the  Inhabitants  of  India,  Arabia ,  Egypt, 

and  Palcefiine. 

9  Swine  are  often  liable  to  the  Meafles,  which  are 
round  little  Grains  like  Barley,  full  of  a  ferous  or 
thicker  Juice,  which  ought  in  a  healthy  State  to  be 
only  Fat  or  Oil.  For  that  they  are  really  Follicles 
ol  the  cellular  Membrane  appears  from  the  Ruyf- 
chian  Art  of  Injedlion,  by  which  the  fmall  cutane¬ 
ous  Arteries  are  fill’d  fo  as  to  force  the  Liquor 
even  into  the  Cells  of  the  fat  Membrane.  And  pof- 
fibly  the  ferous  Arteries  m3y  alfo  communicate  in 
like  manner  with  the  Cells,  if  we  could  fubjedt 
them  to  the  fame  Experiment. 

In  fome  Parts  the  Juices  brought  by  the  Ar¬ 
teriole  fly  offinfenfibly  in  Form  of  Vapours,  which 
are  partly  retained  in  Cavities  of  the  Body,  and 
partly  exhaled  into  the  Air. 

§•  3°S.  Next,  that  Part  of  the  Blood  which 
has  a  finer  or  loofer  Texture,  being  thicker 
and  lefs  fiuxile,  is  by  the  Laws  of  Hydraulics 
forced  into  the  defcending  1  Trunk  of  the  Aor¬ 
ta,  where  the  more  Ample  Parts  of  the  fame 
Blood  will  enter  the  intercojlal 2  Arteries,  and 
after  having  performed  its  Office  with  great 
Celerity  in  the  Mufcles  of  Refpiration,  it 
paffes  the  quickeft  of  any  (but  §.305.)  into 
the  correfponding  Vena  Azygos,  and  from 
thence  by  the  Cava  to  the  Heart.  By  the  ad¬ 
mirable  Contrivance  and  Difpofition  of  thefe 
Veffels  the  Circulation  3  is  render'd  exceeding 
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free  through  them,  without  any  Refiftance  or 
Hindrance  from  the  large  Quantity  already  in 
the  Vena  Cava ;  fince  the  Parts  which  dis¬ 
charge  their  Blood  into  that  Vein,  viz.  the 
Interftices  of  the  Ribs,  and  mod;  of  the  Mem¬ 
branes  in  the  Thorax,  will  not  bear  any  Obftru- 
£tion  without  the  mod;  imminent  and  prefen t 
Danger  of  Life.  For  this  Reafon  therefore 
the  Vena  Azygos  di [charges  4  itfelf  in  that 
Part  of  the  Cava  where  it  is  the  fooneft  em¬ 
ptied  into  the  right  Auricle  and  Ventricle  of 
the  Heart  in  its  Diaftole ;  and  for  the  fame 
Oaufe  the  Paffage  from  the  Arteries  into  the 
Veins  is  here  free  and  open:  From  whence  one 
may  understand  the  Reafon  of  the  quick  Cir¬ 
culation  through  thefe  Parts,  and  why  fo  ma¬ 
ny  of  the  moft  acute  5  Difeafes  frequently  in- 
feft  them. 

1  From  thence  arife  fir  ft  the  coronary  Arteries 
of  the  Heart,  then  thofe  of  the  Pericardium,  and 
next  the  Arteries  of  the  Mediaflinum.  But  it  muft 
be  remarked,  that  in  the  human  Body  there  is  but 
one  arterial  Trunk,  though  in  Brutes  who  go  with 
their  Necks  pendulous  there  are  two  Trunks,  one 
afcending  and  the  other  defcending,  as  Ruyfch  has 
very  juftly  averted  and  fhew’d  in  Oppofition  to 
Bidlow. 

a  The  Intercoilals  arife  from  the  Aorta  at  right 
Angles,  and  from  thence  pafs  in  the  Channels  of 
the  Ribs,  cover'd  before  by  the  Periofteum  •,  but 
they  do  not  run  through  the  Pleura,  only  in  the 
cellular  Membrane  betwixt  the  Pleura  and  Perio- 
fleum  of  the  Ribs.  Ruyfch  has  demonftrated  that 

,  thefe 
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thefe  Arteries  are  fpent  in  the  intercoftal  Mufcles, 
Pleura,  Cartilages  of  the  Ribs,  and  even  the  Skin 
itfelf  on  thofe  Parts,  as  Euftachius  had  long  before 
obferved,  who,  one  ffiould  think,  could  hardly 
have  obferved  and  traced  fo  diligently  the  Branches 
of  the  Vena  Azygos  if  he  had  not  been  acquainted 
with  fome  Method  of  injedting  them,  which  yet 
does  no  way  appear. 

?  It  is  altogether  fmgular,  and  fomewhat  fur^ 
prifing  that  the  Blood  returned  from  all  the  external 
and  internal  Parts .  of  the  Organs  of  Refpiration, 
both  Vifcera,  Membranes,  and  Mufcles,  does  not 
go  to  the  Heart  by  the  common  Channel  of  the 
Vena  Cava  but  by  a  peculiar  Vein  for  that  Office, 
termed  Vena  fine  pari .  For  the  fmall  Veins  of 
the  Pericardium,  Mediaftinum,  the  fubcutaneous 
Veins  from  the  Outfide  of  the  Thorax,  thofe  of  the 
Pleura,  the  Intercoftals,  thofe  of  the  Diaphragm, 
and  Parts  adjacent,  and  poffibly  fome  from  the 
Liver  which  are  lefs  eafily  difcovered;  all  open 
into  the  Vena  Azygos,  as  the  excellent  Euftachius 
firft  obferved,  who  feems  to  have  profecuted  Ana¬ 
tomy  with  Application  and  Exadlnefs  more  than 
human.  The  Vein  we  now  fpeak  of  is  large, 
and  placed  on  the  Right  fide  of  the  Bodies  of  the 
Vertebrae  and  Vena  Cava,  a  little  above  the  Peri¬ 
cardium,  and  inferts  itfelf  into  the  adjacent  right 
Auricle.  The  Reafon  for  which  peculiar  Vein  to 
the  Organs  of  Refpiration  feems  to  be  this.  Eve¬ 
ry  Perfon  is  obliged  to  draw  in  and  expell  the 
Air  again  from  their  Lungs  alternately,  fo  long 
as  they  live  ;  to  perform  which  Action  requires 
alfo  an  alternate  Contraction  and  Relaxation  of  the 
intercoftal  Mufcles;  whence  it  was  abfolutely  ne- 
ceftary  there  fhould  be  a  free  Paffage  for  the  Blood 
from  the  intercoftal  Arteries  through  the  Mufcles 

into 
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into  the  Veins,  and  that  eafily  and  without  any 
Delay  :  But  the  Motion  of  Refpiration  greatly 
accelerates  upon  any  Exercife  of  the  Body  ( per 
§.  2 08.) 5  fince  the  Blood  then  returns  quicker  by 
the  V eins  to  the  Heart,  which  muft  therefore  pro¬ 
trude  it  more  fwiftly  through  the  Lungs  ;  which 
accelerated  Motion  of  the  Lungs  fuppofes  an  in- 
creafed  Adtion  of  the  Parts  employ’d  in  Expira¬ 
tion  and  Infpiration whence  if  the  Blood  of  the 
intercoftal  Veins  had  palled  immediately  into  the 
Cava,  there  would  have  been  Danger  of  thofe 
fmaller  Velfels  being  over-charged,  and  diltended 
or  obflrudled,  whenever  the  Blood  was  more  than 
ordinarily  accumulated  in  the  Cava  whence  the 
Parts  which  are  in  themfelves  very  fenfible  and 
prone  to  Inflammation,  would  have  been  much 
more  fubjedl  thereto  than  they  now  arc.  Nature 
has  therefore  thus  providently  guarded  againft  a 
fatal  Pleurify,  by  furnilhing  thefe  Parts  with  a 
peculiar  Vein,  communicating  with  the  upper  and 
lower  Cava,  and  receiving  the  Blood  from  the 
Organs  of  Refpiration,  to  depofit  the  fame  in  the 
Cava  when  it  refills  the  lead,  that  is,  when  the 
Heart  relaxes  and  takes  the  Blood  of  the  Vena 
Cava  and  Azygos  into  its  right  Auricle  and  Ven¬ 
tricle.  Hence  therefore  it  appears,  that  the  An¬ 
cients  did  not  without  Reafon  place  the  geat  of  a 
Pleurify  in  this  Vein,  which  they  ftudioufly  en¬ 
deavoured  to  empty  in  that  Diforder  ;  for  though 
the  Seat  of  Inflammation  is  not  in  Veins,  yet  in 
this  Part  it  is  not  far  from  them,  viz.  in  the  Re¬ 
finance  given  by  thefe  diftended  Veins  to  the  inter- 
collal  Arteries.  Add  to  this,  that  the  Veins  be¬ 
fore  defcribed  are  all  deeply  fituated  out  of  the  In¬ 
fluence  of  any  Irregularities  from  the  unconllant 
Actions  of  the  voluntary  Mufcles. 


Both 
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4  Both  the  Infertions  of  this  Vein  are  furnifhed 
each  with  a  Valve  at  their  Entrance  in  the  Ca¬ 


va. 


5  There  are  fcarce  ten  People  who  perifh  by 
acute  Difeaies,  but  nine  of  them  die  pleuritic; 
not  only  from  the  Shortnefs  of  the  Veffels  and  Vi¬ 
cinity  to  the  Heart,  but  alfo  from  their  greater  Re¬ 
pletion,  by  removing  the  Preffure  of  the  Air  from 
them  in  Infpiration,  by  the  Stimulus  of  thefe 
Mufcles  continually  in  Adtion,  from  the  Nearnefs 
of  the  cold  Air  infpired,  and  from  the  Swiftnefs 
of  the  Blood’s  Circulation  here,  &V.  which  difpofe 
a  fizy  or  inflammatory  Blood  more  to  fhew  its  Ef¬ 
fects  in  thefe  Arteries  than  in  others. 


§.  309.  After  thefe  the  phrenic  1  Arteries, 
with  the  Pericardio-diaphragmatics,  receive 
the  like  Blood  with  the  intercoftal  and  verte¬ 
bral  Arteries,  through  which  the  Blood  circu¬ 
lating  very  fwiftly  into  the  phrenic  Veins, 
paffes  from  them  into  the  Cava;  whence  thefe 
Veffels  alfo  confpire  to  render  the  Return 
and  Circulation  of  the  Blood,  free,  fwift,  and 
conftant. 


1  The  Ancients  gave  the  Name  to  that 
Part  which  we  now  call  the  Diaphragm  ;  becaufe 
they  imagin’d  that  the  Mind  refided  there  in  a 
particular  manner  :  But  the  Diaphragm  has  fome 
Arteries  from  thole  of  the  Mediaftinum,  and 
others  from  thofe  of  the  Pericardium,  as  Ruyfch 
has  demonftrated  ;  all  which  various  Arteries  com¬ 
municate  together,  as  the  Pericardium  is  clofely 
attached  to  a  great  Part  of  the  Diaphragm  ;  from 
which  Communication  the  Circulation  is  again 

rendered 
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rendered  more  free  *,  which  was  the  more  neceffary 
as  the  Part  is  fo  liable  to  Inflammation,  the  Pleu- 
ritis  and  Peripneumonia  being  hardly  ever  obfer- 
ved  without  fome  degree  of  the  Paraphrenitis, 
which  feldom  arifes  of  itfelf  but  from  one  of  the 
former.  From  the  Connexion  of  the  Diaphragm 
one  may  underftand  why  fuch  an  intolerable  Heat 
is  perceived  there  when  it  is  diibrder’d  ;  and  why 
when  the  Diaphragm  is  inflamed  the  Pericardium 
and  Parts  adjacent  generally  partake  of  the  Difor» 
der  by  the  Communication  of  their  Arteries.  The 
Blood  of  thefe  Parts  feldom  returns  by  the  Vena 
Azygos  of  Euftachius ,  which  he  indeed  obierved, 
but  I  never  yet  faw  it ;  and  though  Euftachius  refers 
the  phrenic  Veins  to  the  Azygos,  they  are  general¬ 
ly  referred  to  the  Cava  by  Anatomifts. 

§.  310.  The  defending  Aorta  paffing  next 
through  the  Diaphragm,  fends  its  Blood  (a- 
greeable  to  §.  306  and  307.)  to  the  Loins,  Ab¬ 
domen,  Thighs,  Legs  and  Feet,  from  whence 
the  Blood  returns  again  by  the  Veins,  fur¬ 
nished  with  V alves  1  in  the  lower  Parts  of  the 
Body. 

1  The  Blood  of  the  lower  Limbs  meets  with  a 
very  difficult  Return  to  the  Heart,  as  moving 
(lower  than  the  reft,  and  againft  its  own  Weight : 
If  indeed  the  Aorta  and  Cava  communicated  as 
openly  as  the  two  Legs  of  a  Syphon,  the  perpen¬ 
dicular  Weight  of  the  Blood  defcending  in  the 
fir  ft  would  counterpoife  that  afcending  in  the  laft  5 
but  the  infinite  Ramification  of  thofe  VeiTels  be¬ 
twixt  their  Trunks,  break  off  the  Force  of  the 
Heart,  Aorta,  and  Arteries,  and  the  Blood  re¬ 
returns 
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turns  but  very  (lowly  upwards  in  the  Veins  in 
weak  Vefiels  it  is  retarded  by  its  own  Weight, 
and  often  diftends  the  yielding  and  weak  Coats 
of  the  Vefiels  into  Varices:  But  to  alleviate  thefe 
Inconveniences,  in  fome  meafure,  Nature  has 
fupplied  thofe  Veins  of  the  lower  Extremities, 
which  mod  require  them,  with  Valves,  which 
fuftain  the  Weight  of  the  fuperior  Blood  from 
prefiing  on  the  inferior  fo  that  by  dividing  a 
large  venal  Tube  as  it  were  into  fo  many  fmall- 
er  ones  by  Valves,  the  Blood  will  both  be  pro- 
pelTd  by  the  Reaction  of  the  elaftic  Valves , 
preffed  by  its  Weight,  and  the  contra&ile  Force 
of  the  adjacent  Arteries  and  Mufcles  will  have 
a  greater  Power  to  fend  it  forwards  in  fmall  Par¬ 
cels  than  if  it  was  in  a  continued  perpendicular 
Cylinder. 

§.311.  Now  from  the  fame  defending 
Trunk  of  the  Aorta  below  the  Diaphragm, 
arife  Arteries  1  which  are  ramified  to  all  the 
Vifcera  2  of  the  Abdomen,  in  which  they  are 
formed  or  difpofed  nearly  into  a  glandular  Fa¬ 
bric,  and  may  be  commodioufly  diftingufihed 
into  thofe  Branches  which  ferve  to  the  Forma¬ 
tion  of  Chyle,  termed  Chylopcetic  3  ;  thofe  for 
the  Secretion  of  Urine,  termed  Onropcetic  4 ; 
and  thofe  for  the  Separation  of  Semen,  term¬ 
ed  Spermatopcetic  5. 

1  Thefe  are  reducible  to  three  capital  Trunks, 
of  which  the  firft  is  (i.)  the  Cceliac  Artery,  ari- 
fing  from  the  Aorta  immediately  below  the  Dia¬ 
phragm-,  (2.)  the  Mefentrica  fuperior-,  and  (3.) 

the  Mefentrica  inferior :  From  which  three  Arte¬ 
ries 

1 
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ries  all  the  abdominal  Vifcera  are  fupplied  with 
Blood. 

a  By  a  Vifcus  we  underftand  an  organic  Part  of 
the  human  Body  ,  which  receiving  the  arterial 
Blood,  does,  by  the  Power  of  its  Fabric,  work 
fome  Change  therein,  and  then  returns  the  faid 
Blood  again  to  the  Heart  by  the  Veins.  Thefe 
Vifcera  of  the  Abdomen  are  contained  within  the 
Peritoneum,  that  is,  wrapped  up  in  the  Dupli- 
catures  thereof,  and  not  contained  in  it  as  in  a 
Bag:  For  the  Peritoneum  being  extended  from 
the  Loins  over  all  the  Vifcera,  forms  as  it  were 
a  dill i net  Bag  to  receive  each,  fo  that  there  are 
in  reality  as  many  Duplicatures  or  Sacculi  of 
the  Peritoneum  as  there  are  Vifcera,  except 
the  urinary  Parts,  which  are  without  the  Peri¬ 
toneum,  and  covered  by  it  only  on  their  Fore- 
fide. 

3  The  Chylopcetic  are  thofe  of  the  Liver  and 
Spleen,  Omentum,  Stomach,  Pancreas,  Mefen- 
fery,  Inteftines,  with  the  mefentric  Glands,  and 
the  three  Kinds  of  Veflfels  before  enumera¬ 
ted. 

4  The  Spermatic  are  thofe  of  the  Tefticles  and 
feminal  Veficles  in  Males  *  and  in  Women  thofe 
of  the  Uterus,  the  Ovaria,  and  their  mothwing’d 
Expan fions,  with  the  Plexus’s  extended  to  the 
Thighs,  and  their  Veflels. 

*  The  Ouropcetic  are  thofe  of  the  Kidneys  and 
their  Glandulse  or  Capfulre  Atrabilarias,  with  the 
Emulgents.  But  of  all  thefe  Arteries  we  mu  ft  be¬ 
gin  firft  with  thofe  that  come  firft  from  the  A- 
orta  ,  and  are  diftributed  into  the  ■  chylificative 
Vifcera,  viz.  the  coeliac  Artery  and  its  Branches, 
among  which  we  are  again  to  begin  firft  with 
the  Branches  going  to  the  Spleen  ,  becaufe  the 
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Blood  mufl  be  firft  prepared  in  that-  Body  before 
it  goes  to  the  Liver,  and  therefore  the  A&ion  of 
the  Liver  cannot  be  well  underftood  before  we  have 
furvey’d  that  of  the  Spleen,  which  is  an  Organ  that 
does  not  work  for  irielf  but  for  the  Good  of  others, 
ferving  for  a  Purfe  or  Sieve,  to  which  the  Empe¬ 
ror  Trajan  formerly  compared  it  with  a  great  deal 
of  Juftice. 
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